UNION OF TRAVANCORE AND COCHIN
TEXT OF COVENANT BETWEEN RULERS

HE States of Trawancore and Cockin will form ome State
with @ common Ewxecutive, Legislature, and Judiciory ag
Jrom July 1, 1949, it 18 officially announced. The present
Ruler of Travancore, SRI BALA RAMA VARMA, will
be the firss RAJPRAMUKH, and will ‘hold office during

his life-time.

A special feature of the Covenont, entered into by the
" Rulers, is the provision for the administraiion of Devaswoms

(matntenance of Temples).

A Union of these two States, according to the Oommwn/igue,
will help to get over the impediments in ithe economic and social

progress of the area.

The overwhelming magority of the

people are of the same stock, speak the same language, and have

common culture and traditions.

The new Union 18 9,164 square miles in area witha popu-
lation of 76 lakhs, and o total revenue of ks, 18.39 crores.
A

FOLLOW/NG js the lext of the Covenant

entered into by the Rulers of Travancore
and Cochin for the formation of the United
State of Travancere and Cochin: —

We, the Rulers of Travancore
and Cochin, do hereby, with the
concurrence and guarantee of the
Government of India, enter into
the following Covenant:

Article 1. As from the firgt day
of July, 1949, the State of Travan-
core and Cochin shall be wunited in
and shall form one State with a

common Executive, Legislatare
and Judiciary by the name of THE:
UNITED STATE OF TRAVAN-
CORE AND COCHIN.

Article 2. .In the succeeding
Articles of this Covenant the firgh
day of July, 1949, i1s referred to as:
the appainted day, the States of
Travancore and Cochin are referred.
to as the covenanting States and.
the State of Travancore and Cochin -
is referred to a8 the Unitod State.

"‘Article 3. As from the a.ppoi.nﬁ_-'
ed day, (A) all rights, authority and

t
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‘jurisdiotion, belonging to the Ruler
of either of the covenanting States
which appertain, or are incidental
to, the Government :of that State
ghall vest in the United State; (B)
all duties and obligations of the
Ruler of either of the covenanting
States, pertaining or incidental to
the Government of that State,
shall devolve on the :United State,
and shall be discharged by it and
(C) all the assets and liabilities of
either covenanting State shall be
the assefts and liabilities of the
United State.

OFFICE OF RAJPRAMUKH

Article 4. (1) There shall be a
Rajpramukh for the United State.

(2) The present Ruler of Travan-
core shall be the first Rajpramukh
and shall be enfitled to hold office
during his life-time.

(3) In the event of & permanent
vacancy arising in the office of the
Rajpramnkh by death, resignation
or any other reason, such vacancy
ghall be filled in such manner as
the Governor-General of India may
prescribe. _

(4) Notwithstanding anything
contained in this Article if the
Rajpramukh is by reason of absence
or illness or for any other reasons
unable to perform the duties of his
office those duties shall until he
has resumed them be performed in

such a manner as the Governor-
(Feneral of India may prescribe."
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Asticle 5. To enable the Rajpra-
mukh to discharge conveniently
and with dignity the duties of hig
office, he shall be paid such allow-
ances a8 mav be prescribed by the
Governor-General of India from
time to time. |

Article 6. Subject to the provi-
sions of this Covenant, the Execu-
tive authority of the United State
shall be exercised by .the Rajpra-
mukh either directly .or through
officers subordinate to him; that
nothing in this Article ghall pre-
vent any competent Legislature of
the United State from conferring
functions upon subordinate autho-
rities or be deemed to transfer to
the Rajpramukh any functions con-
ferred by any existing law on any
court Judge or officer or any local
or other authority in either of the
covenanting States.

COUNCIL OP MINISTERS

Article 7. (1) There shall be a
Council of Ministers fo aid and
advise the Rajpramukh in the exer-
cise of bis functions save as pro-
vided in Articles 12 and 13.

(2) The Ministers shall be cho-
sen by and shall hold office during
the pleasure of the Rajpramukh.

Article 8, (A) The obligation of
the covenanting State of Travan-
core to contribute from its general
revenues a:sum of Rs. 50 lakhs
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overy year to the Devaswom Fund
a8 provided for in the Devaswom
(Amendment) Proclamation, 1123
M. E. (Malayalam Era), and a sum of
Rs. one Jakh every year to Sri
Pandaravaga referred to in Proviso
(A) to sub-section (1) of Section 23
of the Travancore Interim Consti-
tution Act 1123 M. E. shall from
the appointed day, be an obligation
of the United State and fhe said
amounts shall be payable therefrom
and tho Rajpramukh shall cause
the-said amounts to be paid.every
year to the Travancore Devaswom
Board and the Executive Officer
(referred to in sub-Clause (B) of
this Article respectively.

ADMINISTRATION OF TEMPLES

(b) The administration of the Sri
Padmanabhagswamy Temple, the Sri
Pandaravaga properties and all
_other properties and funds of the
said temples now vesfed in trust in
the Ruler of the covenanting State
of Travancore, and the gum of Rs.
One lakh trangferred from year to
year under the provisions of Clause
(A)of this Article, and the sum of
five lakhs of rupees contributed
from year to year towards the
oxpenditure of this Article shall
with effect from the first day of
August 1949 be conducted, subject
to -the control and supervision of
the Ruler of Travancore by an
Executive Officer appointed by him,
There shall bo & committee known
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by the name of the Sri Pa.dmp,m
bbaswamy Temple CommJ,gtee goms:
posed of three Hindu members. %o
be nominated by the Ruler of Tm-
vancore to advise him mt,he dm*
charge of hig functions. Suibs byr;
or avamst the Sreo Padmanabha-
swamy Temple or in irespect of its
properties shall be instibuted in the
name of the said Executive Officer.

(¢) Administration of the incor-
porated and unincorporated Devas-
woms and of Hindu religious insti-
$jutions and endowments, and all
thoir properties and funds as well
a8 the fund constituted under the
Devaswom Proclamation 1097 M. K.
and the surplus fund- constituted
under Devaswom (Amendment)
Proclamation, 1122 M. E. which-are
under the management of the Ruler
of the covenanting State of Travan-
core and the sum of Rs. 50 lakhs
trangferred from year to year under
Clause (A) shall with effect from
first day of August 1949, vestina
Board known by the name of the
Travancore Devaswom Board. An
annnal contribution of five lakhs of
rupeés shall be made by the Travan-
core Devaswom Board from - the
aforesaid sum of Rs. 50 lakhs fo-
wards the expenditure in the Sree
Padmanabhaswamy Temple.

COCHIN TEMPLES

(d) The administration of the in-
corporated Devaswoms and Hindu
religious instibutions, which are
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sf®e$ the management of tho Ruler
&f'the covenanting State of Cochin
ander Section 50 @ of the Govern-
ment of Cochin Act of 1113 M. K. or
under the provisions of the Cochin
Hindu Religious Institutions Act of
1081 M. E, and all this and of the
~estates under the management of
‘the Devaswom Department of the
covenanting State of Cochin shall
with effect from the first day of
August 1949, vest in a Board

kuown by the name of the Cochin’

Devaswom Board provided that the
regulation and control of all ritualg
and ceremonies in the Temple of
- Sree Poornathrayocesa. at Trippuni-
thura and in the Pazayannore
Bbagavathy Temple at Pazayannore
. shall continue to be exercised as
hitherto by the Ruler {of Cochin.

(e) Tho Board referred to in sub-
Clatgsé (c)of this Article shall con-
sist of Three Hindu members, one
of whom shall bé nominated by the
Rulér of the covenanting State of

'Traveneore, one by the Hindus
among tho Council of Ministersand
one elected by the Hindu members

~ of the Legiglative Agsembly of the

United State. '

24f) The Board referred to in sub-
Clause (d) on'this Article shall con-
sigh of throe Hindu members, ono
of whom shall be nominated by the
Ruler of the covenanting State of
quhin, one: by the Hindus among
the Council of Ministers, and one

, 1

elected by ithe Hindu members of
the Legislative Assembly of the
United -Statoe.

(g) FKach of the aforesaid Boards
shall be & separate body corporate
having perpetual succession and a
common seal with powers to hold
and acquire properties, and shall
by its name sue and be sued.

(h) Subjech to the provisions of
“thig  Article, - the congtitution,
poweors ‘and duties of the Boards
aforesaid shall be such as may be
deétermined hereafter by law enact-
ed by competent authority, - -

INSTRUMENT OF ACCESSION

Article 9. The Rajpramukh shall,
within a fortnight of the appointed
day, execute on behalf of the
United &tate, an Instrument -of
Acceggion in accordance with the
provisions of Section 6 of the

- Government of India Act, 1935 and

in place of the Instrument of A'cces-
sion of the covenanting States and
he shall, by such Instrament: accept
as matters with respect to which
the Dominion Legislature may
make laws for the United State all
the matters mentioned in List I
and III of the seventh schedule to
the said Act, except the entries in
List 1 relating to any. tax on‘duty
proviggd that nothing in this Article
shall be deemed to prevent the
Rajpramukh from accepting by a
supplementary Instrument any, or
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all, of the entries in the said List I
relafing to any tax or duty as
matbters with regpect to. which the
Dominion Legislatuore may make
laws for the United State; and in
"doing so0, fthe Rajpramukh may
-specify the limitations, if any, sub-

jech to which the power of the:

Dominion Legislature to make laws
for the -United- State ‘in respect of
such matters, and the exercise of
tho Exccutive authority of the
Dominion in the United State are
1espect1vely to be gubject.

UNITED STATE’S LEGISLATURR

Article 10. (1) There. shall be a
Legislature for the :United State
consisting of the Rajpramukh and
the Legislative Agsembly.

(2) All persous, who immedi-
z’ﬁely before the appointed day, are
' members of the Representative
Body of Travancore, of the Legisla-
tive Assembly of Cochin, shall on
that day become members of the
Legisla,tive Asgsembly of the Unit-
~ad State

(3) Ii xmmedla,tely before the
appointed day, any vacanoy exists
in the membership of the Repre-
sentative Body of Travancore or the
Legislative Assembly of Cochin, it
shall be deemed to be a vacancy in
the membership of the Legislative
Asgembly of the Unibted State, and
any such vacancy and any vacancy
that may oceur after the appointed
day, shall be filled in the same

‘'by the Legislature

manner as it would have béen fill+
ed, if this Covenant had nob been
entered mto

(4) The Leglsla,hure of the Umted,
State shall, subject to the provi-
giong of this Covenant, have full
power to make laws for .the Unibted.
State, including provigions as 6o
the Constitution of the United
State, within the framework of this
Covenant and the Constitution of
India. '

Article 11:  Until a Constitution
framed or adopted by the Legisla-
ture comes into operation, the Raj-
pramukh shall have power to make
and promulgate ordinances for the
peace and good Government of the
United State or any part thereof,
and an ordinance so made shall for
the space of not more than six-
months from its promulgation,
have the like force of law asan-
Act of the Legislature; but any
such ordinance may be controlled -
or superseded by any such Act. -

Artrele 12, -1f ab any time, before
a Constitution framed or adopted
come§ into
operation, the Rajpramukh is satis-
fied that a situation hag arigen, in-
which the Government of the Unit-
ed States cannot be carried on in’
accordance 'with the provisions of -
this Covenant, he may, with the
prior concurrence of the Govern-
ment of Indla. by proolamahmﬂ {&)
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deplare that his funcbions shall. to
sauch exbent as may be specified in
the proclamation, be exercised by
him in his disgretion; )

(B) Agsume to himself all or any
of the powers vested in, or exereci-
gsable by any authority or body
within the United State: and any
puch proclamation may contain
such incidental and conscquential
provigions as may appear to him
necessary or desirable for giving
effect to the objects of the procla-
mation, including provisions for
suspending, in whole or part, the
operation of any provisions of this
Covenant, or of other constitution-
al provisions relating to any autho-
rity or body in the United State:
provided that nothing in tbis Arti-
cle shall authorise the Rajpramukh

to agsume to himself any of the

powers vested m or exercisable by
a High Court, or to suspend, either
in whole or in part the operation of
_-any law relating to a High Court.

Article 13. Until a Congtitution
framed, oradopted by the Legisla-
ture comes into operation, the Raj-
pramukh and the Council of Mini-
sters shall in the exercise of their
functions, comply with sugh direc-
tions, if any, as may from time to
time be given by the Government
of India.,

PRIVY PURSE

Article 14; (1) The Ruler of each
covenanting State shall be entitled

16

to receive annually from :the reve-
nue of the United State for bis
privy purse the amounts specified
againsh that covenanting State in
the schedule; provided that the
sums specified in the schedule in
respect of the Ruler of Travancors
shall be payable only to the pre-
sent Ruler and not to his succes-
sors, for whom provisions will be
made subsequently by the Govern-
ment of India. ‘ .

@) The said amount is intended
30 cover all the expenseyg of the
Ruler including expenses on resi-
dences and coremonies, and shall
neither be increased mor reduced
for any reason whatsoever.

(3) The United State shall pay
the said amount to the Ruler in four
equal instalments at the beginning
of each quarber in advance.

(4) The said amount shall be free
of all taxes whether imposed by she
Government of the United Stato or-
the Government of India.
PRIVATE PROPERTIES

Article 15. (1) The Ruler of each
covenanting State shall be entitled
to the full ownership, use and en-
joyment of all private properties
(diskinet from State properties)
belonging to him immediately be.-
fore the appointed day.

(2) He shall furnish o the
Government of India in $he Mini-
stry of States before the first day
of September 1949, an inventory of
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all immovable property, securities
and cash balances held by 'him as
such private proporty.

(3) 1f any dispute arises as to
whether any item of property is the
private property of the Ruler or
State property it shall be retorred
to such person as the Government
of India may nominate in congul-

tation with the Ruler of Travan-

core or Cochin as ths case may be,
and thce decision of that person
shall be final and binding on the
parbies concerned.,

Article. 16, The Ruler of each
covenanbing State as also the mem-
bers of hig family, shall be entitled
to all :the personal privileges, dig-
nities and titles enjoyed by them
whether within or outsido tho
territories of the Slate, immediate-
ly before the 15th day of August,
- 1947. '

SUCCESSION TOGADDI

Article 170 (1) The succession,
according to law and custom, o tho
. gaddi of each covenanting Stato
and to tho personal rights, privi-
‘leges, dignities -and titles of the
Ruler thercof, is hereby guaran-
teed.

(2) Every question of disputed
succession in regard to a covenant-
ing State shall be decided by the
Rajpramukh after referring it to the
High Court of the United, State and
in accordanco with the opinion
given by the High Court,

Article 18. No enquiry shall be
made nor any action taken by,
under the authority of the United’
State or the Government of India,
and no proceedings shall lie in any -
court, againgt tho lluler of any
covenanting State whetber in bis
porsonal capacity or obherwise, in
respect of anything done or com-
mitted to be dono by him, or undesx
hig authority, during the period of
his ad ministration of thab covenant-
ing State.

MEMBERS OF PUBLIC SERVICES *

Article 19. (A) Tho United State,
hereby, guarantees cither the con-
tinuance in service of the porma-
nent members of the public services
of either covenanting State on
conditions which will not be leas
advantageous than those on which
they are serving immedately be-
foro the appointed day, or the pay-
ment of reasonable .compensation
or rebirement ‘on proportionato peu-
sion.

(2) The United State further gua-
ranbecs the continuance of pen-
sions and leave salaries sanctioned
by competent authorities in either
covenanting State to members of -
tho public services (civil and mili-
tary) of thtat Stato, who have retir-
ed, or proceedod on leave prepara-
tory to retirement, and the compas-
sionate allowances granted to tho
dependents of deceased members
of those services before the ap-
pointed day. ‘
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.Asticle 20 Exceph wmh ‘the pre-
;&ons ganction of the Rejpramukh,
o0 proceedings, civil or criminal,
sbail be instituted against any per-
:gon in respect of any act done or
purporting to be done in the exe-
ention of ithis: duty as a servant of
_'eltrher covenanting Statie before the
'aq)pmnt.ed day.

. RULER’S JUDICIAL POWER

Article  21: Not,w1ths’ﬁa.nd,mg
-anything contained in the preced-
'ipg provigions ,of this CoVenant,

the Rulers’ of Travancore and
Cochin shall continue $0 have, and
exorcige, their present power of
suspeusion, remission or commu-
tation of death sentences in res-
poct of any person who may have
‘been, or is hereafter, sentenced to
death for capital offence cowmit-
ted within the territories. of Tra-

VANCOre or Goehln as the case may
be.

Article  22:  Nothing in thig
Covenant shall be construed ag
preventing the Government of the
United State from taking over the
adminigtration of the whole, or
any part, of any area includsg
within a provinee of India, on guch
terms and conditions as may be
agreed upon by the Goverament of

the United State and the Govern- -
ment of India.

In confirmution of the above-
Covenaunt, we append our signa--
tures, on behalf of ourselves, our
heirs and successors.

Trivandrum, 27-5-49.

Sd. &anﬂa %rma

Maharaja of Travancore

Thrippunithura, 29-5-49.

Sd. .O(era la %rma

" Mabaraja of Cochin

The Government of Indz’d, hereby
concur in the abové Covenant and
In
Vapal
Adviser to the
Government of India in the Ministry
of States, appends his signature on .
'behalff, ond with the authority, of the
Government of India.

si. U @ Wenon

Adviger 0 the Government of
India, Ministry of States.

guarantee all 4ts provisions.
confirmation whereof, Mr.
Paongunne Menon,

—— e,
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