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ANTIQUITY

THE SRI PADMANABHASVMMI TEMPLE
1A
S. SANKU AIYAR
(Axxistant Sarvadhkikariakar’
rivandrum, the present Capital of Travan- Vaishnava Alwars. lts chief source of an-
Twre. is one of the twelve sacred regions traction is the Sri Padanabhaswami temple
of Malainadu sung in the hymns of the which is atributed to Vilvamangals, the-
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dovotee par excellence of Sei Krishaa, whose
pame s 8 ssint and poet has spread through-
oat the length and breadth of lndia. The
Jegend relating to the establishment of this
remple it that one day, when Vilvamangala
was offering worship to his Salagramams, his
|shadevata appeared before him .as a boy
and indulged in boyish freaks by displacing
the Silegramams. Not knowing the divine
character of the boy and getting annoyed by
his actions, the sainl in a mood of half medi-
1ation pushed the boy aside with the back of
his hand. Taking umbrage at this, the boy
suddealy disappeared, telling the saint that he
was no other than the deity whom he had
been meditating upon and that he could be
seen again only 2t Anantankidu. Waking up
suddenly from his meditation, Vilvamangala
undenstood the reality of the situation and
repented the folly of his action. Unable to
satisfy his growing desire to see the object of
his meditation, the distressed raint left his
abode and travelled far and wide in search
of Anantanksdu. In the course of his
wanderings he learned from a Pulaya woman
that he was not far away from his goal.
Belore he took a few steps again, he heard
the jingliog sound of bells and saw the Lord
in the shape of a baby hidingin an lluppa
tree (Bassis Longifolia). No sooner had he
seen this than the tree came down with a
crash, and the Lord appeared before him as
Vishau reclining on Ananta, the king of the
serpents.  Vilvamangala felt consoled and
caused a temple to be erected at the spot to
enshrine the Lord as Anantasiyi. Ths is
said 1o be the oucleus of the Sri Padmanabha
temple at Trivandrum.
Earller Origin
This legead may be taken for whatit is
worth, Recent investigations lead us to the
conclusion that Saint Vilvamangala lived some
time in the |3th century A. C. But there s

evidence to provethat the Sri Padmansbha

temple existed from & much earlier time.

How then did the name of Vilvamangala get

associated with this temple ? The answer to

this question can ooly be surmised. In his

interesting  article * Saint Vilvamangala '

Rao Sahib Mahakavi Oollur S. Parameswara

Aiyar says that Vilvamangala was born at

Puthenchira ia the taluk of Parur in North

Travancore. This view is perhaps correct as

legends are current connecting his name with

many hallowed spots in Puthenchira among

which are the temple of Piramel Trikkovil

dedicated to Krishna and a secluded rocky

bit of waste land called Villamangalaparambu.

The former is pointed out as the holy spot

wherein Vilvamangala performed his daily

poojas, and the latter as the Asrama wherein

he practised_yoga. M. Parameswara Aiyar
also mentions that Vilvamangala was a
Sannyasin of Thekke Matom in Trichur, one
of the Namboori centres in the Cochin State.
In all probability this Sannyisin was selected
as the Swamiyarof Mitranandapuram Patin-
jare madom, one of the two Sannyasi madoms
in Trivandrum which possess the right to
perform Pushpanjally in the Sri Padmanabha-
swami temple, It is a well known fact that
Irom time immemorial the Swamiyirs of
Padinjar¢ madom in Mitrinandapuram are
recruited from the Sannyisins of one of the
Swamiyar Madoms of Trichur. The Krishna-
swamy shrine in the premises of the Padin-
jare madom is believed to mark the spot
where sage Vilvamangala had his last
Samadhi.

The Mathilakom Granthavari, a docu-
ment which professes to chronicle the events
that have taken place in the Padmanabha
temple [rom its inception, traces its history
back to the 950th day of the Kali era,
a date which corresponds to 2097 B C.
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According to this document, it was Saint
Divakara who consecrated the Sri Padmana-
bha temple. In the Sanskrit work Anan-
tasayana Kehetra Mihitmya is a verse which
supports this view. But who was Divikara P
Was he an historical or mythical personage ?
If he was an historical personage, when did
he actually live ? These points have not been
investigated.
Barly Literatare

According to some scholars, there isa
relerence to the Sri Padmanabha temple
in the literature of the Sangam period which

2 ‘Tirumal of Tiruvanantapuram'

Vishna of Trivendcum? ,‘,f*‘i:‘&':
Sangem epic Chilsppadikaram, it is g,

in the chapter describing the Renarey g
tion of the Chera King Senkuttuvay thay, o
the eve of Kuttuvan's deperture, *;n?
pestons aperoached him with the ‘ryyggnt
of the “Lord reclining on the serpent.poq
Adskaidom”.  The commentalor of N
edlkram, wn old scholist whose g ot
dute ace also not known, explins the yorg
“*Adakamadom™ in this passage ay “Tirun
nantapuram " i. ¢.. Trivandrum, giving .,_o.;

Kaja Rajeswari A Mural in the

covered the first three centuries of the Chris-
tianera. Inthe 4th decad of Patiltu-pathu,
a Sangam work which eulogises the prowess
of the ancient Chera Kings, there is a passage
depicting the attitude of the worshippers of a
Vishou temple in the Chera country. It
ruos as ‘Kamal—Kurarrujsi—a la nkar- -
selvan—chévadi—paravi’. The old commen-
tator of this passage whose date and identity
are not known explains the term ‘selvan’ in it
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Sri Padmanabhaswami Temple.

alternative meaning  “Eravipuram™ ,
passages are, therefore, 3aid to refer to the Si
Padmanabha temple at Trivandrum, |t iy ine
ferred from this that the temple of Sri Padma.
nabha at Trivandrum existed in the Suopn
period.

Nobody has hitherto refuted the inter-
pretation of the passage in Patittu-pathy reler.
red 1o above, But asto the eaning and
ideatification of the name **Adakamidon”
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occurring in  Chilsppadikaram  there is
Gference of opinion. Mr. M. Reghava
ds the view that the word

Jyengar who  hol

Adakamidam’’ is used in Chilappadik
in its ordinary sense, secks to establish that
the temple relerred to in the passage is the
Vidou temple of Karur in Kongunidu'
The lae Mr. K. G. Sesha lyer seems to
(h.ok that *Adakamidom’ is Trippunithura or
some place in Trikkana Mathilakom in the
Cochin State* . A carelul reading of the
possage o Chilappadikaram will show that
there are difficulties in accepting the identi-
fication of the place made by these scholars.
Neither of them seems to remember the fac:
that the deity described by the author of
Chilsppadikaram is that aspect of Vishnu re-
presented as lying on a serpentbed. A
temple of Vishou answering to this description
has yet to be discovered in any of the places
mentioned above.

There is a reference to  Trivandrum and

the Sri Padmanabha temple inthe Variha \ = ¥ 4
pursna. In this, Vishnu expresses himsell % S o
thus : 3
“Syanandireti Vikhyitam A Lady's toilel— another mural in the Padma-
Bhoméh Guhyam Padam wama nabhaswami Temple.
Uttarétu samudrasya The earliest classical work in Tamil

Malayasyatu dakshine". which contains a reliable reference to the

shrine of Padmanabha is the devotional son;

Chap 150 20 ahoavs saimt Nam Alwar, This

When exactly this purana was composed  devotee calls Trivandrum **T'iruznandapuram”

we have litle evideoce 1o prove. Some and dewcribes Padmanabha as lying on the
scholars assign it to the O cenury afier yerpent-bed . It is admitted on all hands
Christ that Nam Alwar lived some time in the 9th

sierd place is enlled A
origingl Trivandrun
i wiad 4 vattatan’ .

He calls Him
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half of the 12th centuty A. C, | |

The remm;,f,:: o dhein that Parasta defeated Chtne

me temple  and ‘maried the daughter of the Kapaka K;

that he ook the encient Vilinjam where |

fought his first bw.lle, llsull he d:“':yd he

= iad armoury of Kndalor Silni, and that he g
M:M mscription of the Pandya King up 10 golden famga of are_workmandsp g
Parantaka engraved on the prikira of Kannya- the God of Anantapuram, granting the vilage

entury after Christ. ;
:ui-e of Sri Padmanabha in N
song is therdlore an authoity that  the
existed in the Wh century A C.

sl _4_&4\}‘9»&. .qx.'_J
Subramania and Narada -Also murals in the Padmanabhaswami Temple.
kuroari temple s the earliest epigraphica of Tayanallur for their up-keep' . Kandalor
record which makes mention of the Sri Padma  Silai mentioned in this inscription is Valia
nabha temple.  The date of this inscription is  Salai and Anantapuram is Trivandrum.
fixed by the late Mr. Gopinatha Rao as the = “+ ', T



\' The carliestinscription found
| ip the Sri Padmanabba templeis
| st of the Vénad King Sei Vira
| Remso Kenla Varme. It is
| engraved on the base of the

Mandapa in front of the temple
date Kollam 384,

corresponding
\bis record, 83 in Nam Alwar's
hymos, Trivandrum is mentioned
u Tir-snandapuram. T he
iect of the inscription is to
:z:a agftof landto the temple
by Pallavarsyan for the perfor-
asnce of a vazhipidu on the
Panguny Uthram day.  The ins-
cription speaks of the existence
of a Sabha and Samapjita a:
Mitrsnandapuram.’

In the precinc:s of the Valia-
sala Siva temple lay a slab of
stone on the two faces of which
were engraved the birudas of
one of the famous kinzs of Trav-
ancore, Sangramadheera Kula-
eekharadeva Ravivarma Maha-
rsja. This inscriptional stone has recently tions that this king was a devout worshipper of
been removed to the Rengavilasom Art Gal- God Sri Padmanabha of Trivandrum.®  The
Jery in Trivandrum. Numerous epigraphs of largest and the mos: ar.istic gold vessel in the
this movarch are found in the temples at Kanji-  Sri Padmanabha temple, cailed Ratnapatra,
puram, Srirangam and Tiruvadi. They dis- used for offering Ra'napiyasa to Sri Padma
close that Ravivarma was the son of Maha- nabha during the ceremony of Perum-thiru-
cajadhirja Rajaparaméswara Jayasimha Veera amrithu-pooja is the endowment of this famous
Keénla of Quilon, that his mo'her was queen king. It contains the scription "Sth year
Unmadevi, and that he was born in the Sikha Kollam 490 Eravi Kulasekhara Perumal”.
year i188 equivalent to 1266.1257 A. C. He composed the Sanskrit drama Pradyumna-
When 33 years of age, he conquered the bhyudaya. The prologue of this drama states
whole of Kerala country, defeated Veera that it was intended to be enac'ed in the Sri
Pandya and married a Pandya Princess and Padmamabha temole during  Yatrotsava.
brought the Pandyas and Cholas under his For his remarkable qualities of head and heart
sway. At the age of 46 be was crowned on and his wide conquesis, he possessed the
the bank of the river Vegavati at Kanji- titles Sangramadh Kipakasa
puram*  The Valia Sala i men-  Dakshinabhsja, Nimintarak Dharma.

Sasta on horseback yet another mural in the Padmanabhiswam
Temple.

P
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century alter Christ. The reference to the
shrine of Sri Padmanabha in Nam Alwar's
song is therefore an authority that the temple
existed in the Mh century A, C.

Eplgruphy

The ioscription of the Pandya King
Parantaka engraved on the prikira of Kannya-

former half of the 12th century A C, y
stated therein that Parantaka defeated Cheny
snd married the daughter of the Kapaky King,
that he took the ancient Vilinjam where h‘
fough his first battle, that be destroyed g,
armoury of Kandalor Salai, and that he oy
up 11 golden lamps of rare workmandip (o
the God of Anantapuram, granting the villyge

Subramania and Narada —Also murals in the Padmanahhaswami Temple,

kumari temple is the earliest epigraphica
record which makes mention of the Sri Padma
nabha temple. The date of this inseription 1s
fixed by the late Mr. Gopinatha Rao as the
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of Tayanallur lor their up-keep” . Kandalae
Salai mentioned 1 this inscription is Valia
Salai and Anantapuram is Trivandrum.
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tharumoolakends and Dharmemahdrajah, In
the Mandapa of Srimushoam temple near
Srirangam supposed 1o be buik by this king s
a sculpture with the inscription *Dharma-
mahsriyan™.!" It is believed to be the statue
of Sangramadheera.

Thetitle Mahsrajsdhirsja Rajaparame-
swara bome by Sangramadheera’s {ather
Jayadmha Veera Karala shows that be was
alto a Chakravartin of the first order. Per-
haps, Revivarma conquered s portion of the
Kerala, Pandya and Chola countries as yuva-
faja duriog the reign of Jayasimba Maharaja
himself, Quilon—more correcily Venad of
which Quilon was the capital —took its name
of Desinganadu (Jayasimhagadu) from this
Maharajah .

Structure

The bulk of the siructures in the Padma-
nabha temple is of comparatively recent date,
The nucleusof the shrinc had existed from
the date of its foundation and improvements
2nd additions weremade to it by the succes-
sive Sovereigns of Travancore, The names of
five of then can be gathered from the old cad-

jan records kept in the archives of Mathilakom
and from inscripions. We have already
found that the Mandapa in fromt of the tem-
ple has an inscripiion of Sri Veera Raman
Kerala Varma and that it bears the date
Kollam 384, corresponding ta A. C. 1210,
Finding that the old structures were lalling
into ruins. King Sankaranarayans Sri Veera
Rama Marthanda Varma Kulasekhara recon-
structed the Vimana, Chuttumancapa and
Deepasila bhetween Kollam 634 and 636
corresponcing to A. C. 1459-1461. This
king also re-built the Mukhamandapa with a
single slab of stone. But itis to his succes-
wr Sree Veera Udaya Martanda Varma
Kulasekhara tha' the beawiful Abhisravana
mandapa in which the statues of three old
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kings of Travanzore are reattred up oyey
present form. Uil these atatues are 5.:;;
identified, two of them may be takeq 4o b
thoee of Sree Veera Rams' Martanda Vay:
and Sree Veera Udaya Martanda Vargg,
Bala Martanda Varma KulneH.“
Perumal, the maker of modern Travangy,
wos sl the maker of the Podmanabha vy
inits present lorm. It is scen from the it
criptions on the base of the vestibule in frog
of the Ottakkal Mandapa that the aboye |;
resolving to rebuild the temple which ar
destroyed by fire sometime previourly,
moned the Brahmin_architect Bils Kinjy
(Thaikattu Bhattathiri) and ordered hig 3y
repovate the temple from Vimina (Sredgy
to Dipssila Vilakks Maton’. The vy
was started on the 29th Ani 904 M. E,, o,
respondingto 1778 A. C. and in course o
time, the central shrine, the Ottakkal My,
dapa, the Msha Mandapa, the Dig My,
dapa, the Dipasila, the Alakira My,
daps and the Ardha Mandapa were fig.
shed.  The images of Padmanabha, Lekiha;,
Bhoomi, the parivaras and the serpentbeq
were then prepared. Finally, on the 3¢
Panguny 908 M. E.. the Kumbhanyisa Cere.
mony was celebrated” Mr, Sankunny
Menon says in his history of Travancore thy
12,000 Salagramas were used for making the
image. The Gopura in {ront of the temple for
building which loundation was laid by
previos king and the Sreebalimandapa which
ireasures up some of the best specimens of ibe
were also the works of thiy

sculptor’s art,
king,
Frescoes
One atiraciive feature of the maio shrine
of Sri Padmanabha is the fresco paintings on
the outer surlace of its walls, representing in-
cidents taken Irom the Ramayana, Mahabhara-
tha and Bhagavatha. Though these Irescoes
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are not mentioned in the inscriptions of the
remple there s reazon to believe that they
were the work of painters who lived under
he patronage of King Marthaods Varma.

No history of the temple ol Sri Padma-

aabha will be complete without a proper re-
ference to the Kulasekhora Mendapa. It was
comstructed by Bala Rama Varma Kuls-
ckhara, the immediate successor of Bala-
Mantands Varma. Essentally Malabar in
ayle, this rectangular ball is o gallery of
beautifully set sculptured pillars and artistically
worked iconographic specimens, The visible
surface of every part of itis richly adorned by
carvings of puranic stories, foral designs and
animal species.  This Mandapa is alsc known
as the thousard-pillared hall. It is made of
granite from foundation to roofing.

It will be seen from the foregoing that
though we are unable to trace back the his-
tory of the Sri Padmanabha temple to its
exact beginning the evidences gathered by us
combineto show that its nucleus has certainly
existed from a date much earlier than the 6th
century A. D.
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SRI CHITRA GUARDS

The following Press Note has been
issued :-

For purposes of civil defence in times
of emergency provision has been e by
Proclamation dated the 30th December 1940
for the constitution of the Travancore Sri
Chitrs Guards. Having regard to the latest
developments i the internation: ation it
has now become necessaary to active
measures for the organisation of the Sri
Chitra Guards for internal security purposes.

The main features of the scheme are
noted below : —

(11 The organisation will be known
and referred to as the Sri Chitra Guards.

(2) The men recruited to the Sri
Chitra Guards will be paid amonthly bonus
of Rs, 12 duriog the period of their training
or while being emplo; on aciive duty.
This payment is exclusive of expenses on
account of messing and lodging.

(3 The function of the Sri Chitra
Guards will be to assist the police in the dis.
charge of their functions in relation to the
protection of person. the security of pro-
perty or public safety. The will be attached
to the Police Headquariers.

(4) The recruitment to the Sri Chira
Guaras will be by selection under
personal supervision of the Dewan and will
be confined to men between 18 and 40 years
of age.

(57 A branch of the Sri Chitra Guards
will work as A R. P. Wardens.

(6) The pericd of training under Clause
(2) above will ordinarily be for a month.

(7) A training_centre will be_establi-
shed fontbwith ot Trwandram.  The site
now occupied at Oolampara by the Armed
Police Force will be used as the camp for
the first batch ol trainees

(8) The Sn Chira Guards will be
given a distinctive uniform with badges

(9) 1,000 men will be recruited as
the first instalment

(Continued i col. 2, page 43 )
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