WYNAD TALUK.

By V. Chappu M, enon, B.A.
Boundaries, Area and Population.—Th Wynad i

part of the table-land of Mysore originall; consiswdtﬂ?:h‘::;cgj —
f:;;?bifg I;Ie(;nh Wynadd " hfouth Wynad and South-East wymons
en, 8ix ang three amsams respectively. Th i

South Wynad divisions _still appertain to thl:eMalab};r di,s;icNturl:ﬁt‘t!l‘:d
south-east portion, consisting of the amsams of Nambalakod qunnnnn;
and Cherankod, was transferred to the Nilgiri district with'eﬁect from
3lst March 1877 (Fort St. George Gazette, dated 13th March 1877)
This article is confined to the notice of the Mal: .

abar-Wynad, Mr. A E.
Stuart who has been engaged for some time in the seyt.l\".lement of fores%;
and of escheat claims in Wynad having, with the sanction of Govern-

ment, undertaken the preparation of a special manual for the enti
tracts known at present as the Nilgiri-Wynad and the M&labar-%v;l:ml:

The Malabar-Wynad is bounded on the north by Kottayam and
Coorg, on the east by Mysore, on the south by the Nilgiri district and
Ernad, and on the west by Calicut and Kurumbranad.

Area.—999 square miles, of which 80 square miles may be said to be
under cultivation.

Population.—According to the census of 1881, the population num.
bered 88,091 souls, of whom 76,898 were Hindus, 9,066 were Muham-
madans, 1,983 were Christians and 154 belonged to other classes. The
males were to the females as 49,661 to 38,430. The number of houses
occupied was 8,666 and of those unoccupied 3,982.

Physical Aspects—Wynad is an elevated and exceedingly picturesque
mountainous plateau. It is generally rugged and broken and has some
of the largest mountain peaks in the district. The central portions
consist of ranges of low hills of easy slopes, covered with grass and low
bamboo jungle, while the eastern parts are fairly open and flat and
merge insensibly into the table-land of Mysore. The Nilgiri-Kunda
range abuts on the south-east corner of the taluk, while the Bramagiri
hills on the north separate it from Coorg. The average height of the
plateau above sea-level is 3,000 feet, though many of the mountain peaks
are over 5,000 feet, e.g., Vavul mala (Camel’s Hump), the highest peak
in the taluk, is 7,677 feet; Vellera mala, 7,364 feet ; Banasur, 6,762
feet ; and Bramagiri peak, 5,276 feet.
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Mountains and Forests.—The table-land of Wynad is composed of

low ridges with innumerable valleys running in all dir'ect,ions ; the only
space which is of a more level surface is about Porakud}, Px?namaram and
Ganapativattam, in the south-east. The eastern portion is under heavy
forest and few hills appear. The whole of it is undulating. The ghats
from the Periah pass towards the Tamarasseri pass and 11 miles to the
east are lofty consisting of immense peaks, from 5,000 to 6,000 feet and
occupy a large surface. To the north of Manant_‘.oddy (5 miles) is a lofty
ridge branching off from the ghats and north of it (4 miles) is the famous
mountain of Bramagiri. This ridge forms the limit common to Coor
and Wynad and between these two ridges lies the valley of Tirunelli.
In the interior are several detached hills of considerable elevation. The
following are the principal mountains :—

(1) The Balasur or Banasuran mala (sussmimyend), called after
the giant Banasuran who is supposed to have built a fort on its summit.

(2) Bramagiri, supposed to be the abode of the god Brahma, and
which would make a splendid sanatorium.

(3) Chambra mala (uwmee).

(4) Tala mala (oeszes).

(5) Tariyott or Terriote mala (melawg on),

(6) Vavul mala (Camel’s Hump).

(7) Elampileri mala (ap2miloai)2es).

The forests in Wynad are very valuable. A note on them prepared
by the District Forest Officer, Mr. Rhodes Morgan, will be found at the
end of this paper.

Rivers.—The important rivers in the taluk are—

(1) The Kabbani which has its principal sources in the Western
Ghats. They take their rise in the valley of the high mountains north-
west and north-east above the Tamarasseri pass. Several streams, such
as the Kalpetta, the Manantoddy and the Bawvalli join this river, which
when united drains nearly the whole of North and South Wynad.

@ _The Chola or Solayar, one of the main tributaries of the Beypore
river which leaps down in a magnificent cataract from the crest of the
hills close to the Choladi pass into the Nilambur valley.

(3) The Manantoddy pula which has its sources in the mountains
between Banasur peak and the summit of the Kuttiyadi and Perish
passes and joins the Kabbani near the famous Fish Pagoda.

(4) The Panamaram pula.

(5) The Kunattu pula (emen) in Vayitiri amsam.

(6) The Putusseri pula (ay@3¢30)) in Kurumbala amsam.

7 i .
ammsa n(1 .) The Kanayamcheri puls (asmwswm<)) in Etannatassakur

N (8) The Alatur pula (eveiqmt) in Ganapathi Vattam amsam.
0s. (4) to (8) united join th i i
Pagoda and form the upper wai;erse om&ﬁ?l?gzﬂnver near the Fish

The Ra i i
W e. mpur and the Moyar rivers chiefly drain the South.East
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Passes—The main passes uniting the low oconntry with the taluk
(1) The Smugglers’ pass from Dindimaj
9 1 to M,
(2) The Periah pass d ing on Kannavam in Ko
(3) The Ellacherum Pass (Cardamom M i othyu.mmnsulnk
Kuttiy&dJTllll:l l;urumbmnad taluk, ountain pase) leading to
(4) The Kuttiyadi pass also descendi iyadi
(5) The Tariyott pass likewise ! n'nggt: }If;tu@ynd :
(6) The Tamarasseri Pass into Calicut, taluk. yedi

(8) The Karkur pass into the Ernad taluk.

Nos. (2), (6) and (8) are broad roads i
only available for horse or puk~bulloz}::.n g :&:tel:::ﬁininc-g i‘r:' A
pasees, used only by foot-passengers. e

History.—The traditionary history of Wynad is ve: bscure,

4 : but
the following account of it has the m it of havi 2in i
early years of British rule. ettt of aving boen in vogue in the

The country was formerly held by a line f Vedar Raj
Vedsrs (wild hunters), and th s e oot
has been the last refuge
Kurumbars, Kurichiyars,
low country of Malabar.

In the times of the Vedar Rajas, & man of the Kshatriya caste called
the *Cumbala Raje” (! Kumbla) came to Wynad from the north
with a view to visit the Tirunelli shrine. He was taken prisoner and
carried before the Vedar Raja, who insisted, before permitting him to
depart, on his marrying one of the daughters of the kingly Vedar line.

Being & Kshatriya he would not consent to marry into the Vedar tribe,
but as the Raja was inexorable he at last agreed on the condition that
the ceremony should be carried out in accordance with Kshatriya customs.
This was allowed and a delay occurred while marriage pandals and other
Ppreparations were being made.

Taking advantage of this delay, the imprisoned Raja icated
with the Kshatriya Rajas of Kottayam and Kurumbranad in the low
country, and these princes, with their forces, put in an appearance on the
wedding day. The Vedar Raja was besieged in his fort ; the fort was
taken, and the Vedar Raja and most of his people were slain.

The intended bride of the “ Cumbala Raja” was given, it is said, in
marriage to one of the Nambiar caste who was entrusted by the Kottayam
and Kurumbranad Rajas with the government of the country.

The allied Rajas next consulted, it is said, how to divide the country so
s to avoid d.ispultee. To this end they set out in different directions and
agreed to make the place where they should meet the boundary. This
plan failed, as may well be conceived by any one who has even now-a-days
tried to find his way through the elephant grase and tangled swamps with
which Wynad abounds. .

The K Rsja then g ’Ag'avgupﬁ.llhmcla.xmato\‘:he
country to the Kurumbranad Raja, stipu only that if posterity
failed the latter country should come to him and his posterity.

An ascetic with metted hair, who had been one of the at!endmu t:rf
the Cumbala Raja, settled down, it is sa.iq‘ in Wynn.d, and his d‘b?é:m
was afterwards married to 8 Kottayam Raja. It is not said what

ruling the
thus much is probably correct, for ‘Wynad
and is still the home of many aboriginal tribes,
, Panniyars, etc., driven up probably from the
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of the other attendant
quently the Kottayam
time the British raj W
in the taluk.

bed as aSudra Vellalan. Subee-
ad families fell out, and by the
ottayam family was supreme

who is descril
and Kurumbran
as established, the K

It i cessary to detail here the events of the Palassi (Pychy)
Raja's l:ebu:lﬂgn andry(’:leath, as these have been tfeawd fully in Volume I.
The attainder passed on him and his heirs in Wynad deserves, how-

belonging to the described rebels is con
leader and five of his followers were killed on the 30th November 1805.

The sentence of forfeiture pronounced on the 16th June 1805 has never
been effectively carried out, though from time to time attempts have been
made to ascertain the exact limits of the  Pychy escheats ”’ with a view
to the assertion of the rights of the State therein. The consequence
has been that many of the lands in Wynad—the janmam property of the
Pychy rebels and therefore the property of the State by forfeiture—have
been usurped by fictitious janmis, whose claims are now being investi-
gated. The decisions arrived at in the various claims preferred and
investigated will be carried out at the new revenue settlement of the tract
about to be commenced.

Subdivisions of the Taluk for Administrative Pur —Wynad
originally comprised eleven hoblis consisting of thirteelfo;i'sam‘z the
latter being subsequently increased to 16 by the creation of Peria. Va,yitiri
and Cherankod amsams. The names_of the hoblis and_of the anci

<and modern amsams are shown_below :— - ent

Ancient Hoblis. Old Ameams. Modern Amsams.
North Wynad.
1 Edavake Arathara i
1 Muthornad o 1 Poria
(@Bemadamos”). 2 g}fs:" Foo"mc). (a0xVw).
ondernad 2 Edavaka
Anjuthura (».msma).
L (omﬁedmosmm:ﬂ.n). 3 Thondernad
2 Porunnanur 3 Parunnanur (amoamedcoas”).
(oas@amage). (en.mmm@t)_ 4 Porunnanur
3 o 4 Nall 1 (9adommog ).
(rogydemss”) (o gytons”), § Nallurnad
4 Ellnrasd & Ellutnad (mgydmmos®).
(a0 ?203mmas’), (congod mos™, 8 Ellurnad
(a@ogotmos”).
7 (Kuppatod
6 Anjuthara K; @gioems®),
§ Wynad (ememy “00&50‘:}3:"‘3'1 louth ynad)
(aswmes®), 7 Puthedi Arthara 8 ps Winad.
(w™s) apc’.an). theds
(agmas),
8 Kurumbal ’ (K o
a 8 Kurumbal SomIw).
a Lo
(rmne), (samua), { 10 Vayitiri
o ) (soiome),
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Ancient Hoblis, [m\\
Ameamg,
o Modern Ameams,
i el
" oememe) ° ! Pnnatamakn;
SHe0 ). WSS 3
8 Mupp,‘mldn. 10 gﬂup;ixﬂjeﬁ > 12 (K'.smf’m*l‘”.)'
0 gu-m ‘t'_“s 2 (Qg400ras®), ‘”w.-
Sanapativasiom 11 Ganapativatiam 13 gmp&" ity
(»emasmy aige). (cn-rnuunq,.;.,)_ wm“_,‘,:,m";‘
South-East Wynad,
10 Munnanad 12 Munnanad " um“.,
(@rmamos®). (gmanos®) 15 S
erankod
( o
11 Nambolakod N 13 Nambolakod 18 ‘l‘;‘mbd.’:&
(nomsanads’) (mnauun.es’), (mncuunus')

Pulpalli desam which formed of the Kuppatod amsam
transferred to Puthadi amsam in 13%2“ d b i tod
9th August 1884, No. 2754, nder Board's Proceedings, dated

The taluk was formerly under the Sub-Collector, Tellich h
replaced by the Deputy Collector on the creation of that cl‘;a:!:a§c:m':;
the 12th August 1859. Its civil jurisdiction vested in the Deputy Tahsil.
dar, Vayitiri, and the Deputy Collector, Manantoddy, until 1879, when
a s parate Munsif’s Court was established at Vayitiri for the entire tract
(vide notification in the Fort St. George Gazette, dated 28th January 1879,
page 112). The seven amsams of North Wynad forming the Tahsildar-
Magistrate’s jurisdiction are subordi to the District and Sessions
Court, Tellicherry, for judicial purposes; whilst those of the South
Wynad forming the Deputy Tahsildar's charge are subordinate to the
District and Sessions Court, Calicut (vide notifications in the Fort
8t. Qeorge Gazette, dated 2nd January 1863, 3rd March, and 15th October
1886). Until recently, the District Munsif, Vayitiri, was subordinate
only to the District Court, Calicut, but in the Government notifications,
dated 3rd March and 15th October 1886, already quoted, he was placed
in subordination to both the North Malabar and South Malabar District

Courts. The District Munsif is generally invested with first-class magis-
terial powers with a view to presiding atthe Bench of Honorary
Magistrates for South Wynad.
The following are the principal publio offices :—
(1) The Deputy Collector and Magistrate located at Manantoddy.
(2) The Tahsildar and Sub-Magistrate located at Manantoddy.
(3) The Police Insp located at Manantoddy. .
(4) The Deputy Tahsildar and Sub-Magistrate located at Vayitiri.
(6) The Police Inspector located at Vayitiri.
(6) The District Munsif located at Vayitiri. L .
(7) The Sub-Registrar, M ddy, under the District Registrar,
Tellicherry. . 5
(8) The Sub-Registrar, Vayitiri, under the Distriot Registrar,
icut,
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itiri,

i : Telegraph office at Vayi ]

9) Combined Postal and .

El:)) Other Post offices at Manantoddy, Kalpetta, Tariyott,

Sultan’s Battery and Mepadi. ) b

i liyot, Koroth, Panamaram,

(11) Police stations at Manantoddy, Oliy oo pranar

itirt i ivott, Suitan’s Bat
Kalpetta, Vayitiri, Mepadi, Tariyott, 1 )
i (12) Sub-Assistant Conservator at Manantoddy and his gubordi.

nates. .
(13) Local Fund Supervisors and Sub-Overseers at Vayitiri and

Manantoddy.

(14) Local Fund Middle School at Manantoddy. N ol

(15) Vaccine staff for North and Sout‘,h Wynad under t| eAcoxlx rol of
the Deputy Inspectors of Tellicherry and Calicut cu"cles reapech:;y,

(16) ~Hospitals at Vayitiri and Mamantoddy in charge OE pothe-
caries; the latter being supervised till August 1886 by a European
medical officer, who drew a special allowance of Rs. 150 per mensem from

Government.
(17) Bench of Magistrates, North Wynad.
(18) Do. South Wynad.

Manantoddy.—In Vemom desam of Ellurnad amsam, is the head-
quarters of thz Deputy Collector and of the Tahsildar of Wynad. It
contains, in addition to public offices, a hospital, a travellers’ bungalow,
& chattram in Buffalo street and another at Bavalli and a middle school,
and is the centre of some trade. A weekly market is held here on Sundaya.
There was formerly a cantonment at this place on a low flat hill, consisting
of a small redoubt, an artillery shed, a range of officers’ quarters, place-of-
arms, hospital, etc. The important religious institutions in the Ellurnad
amsam are—(1) Tirunelli temple (mimomg) sem@~), (2) Trichaleri
temple (p:z0ec) sam@o), (3) Valliyurkava (wgelgéma), the famous
Fish Pagoda (Vol. I, p. 537), (4) the Roman Catholic church. There is &
Protestant cemetery at Manantoddy and another at Vayitiri. Tirunelli
and Trichaleri are considered most sacred places, and a short account
of the origin of the temple at the former locality is given below.

. Tirunelli temple (literally the temple having the sacred nelli tree) lies
in 2 valley of the mountains to the south of the Bramagiri peak. It is
known by three different names, viz., (1) Tirunelli temple {=N@amef)
92m@o) (2) Amalaka temple (smesiatame:), and (3) Sidha temple (cvaw
9am©c). It is believed to have been dedicated by Brahma to Vishnu
known as Deva Devesan (2saisa8a:ceab) and Tirunelli Perumal (eNeame))
ea@esx). The mythological origin of the temple is as follows. ®

Once upon a time when Brahma was enjovi i iodi
pleregxmr?atlons, he happened to be delighted] bye];gngngm mﬁd‘tﬁ:
Place with a grove of most bezutiful trees and plants, of lowers and foliage
:.lx:ao_ng which stood & nelli tree (Phyllanthus emblic;z) on which was
Thee ’?n‘:iz:firl;ﬁamth four_hl;a,nds bedecked with n;unerous fine je:;:

h vm . . ] 0y y
grief and surprise at tlu'i7 sudden e&iisaf;op?ar:l.g]:: B?&‘;ll.;g o hi el
'}nudee.p contemplation, when the image reap,pea.md a En%:gid e
ho owing words uttered by an invisible being : « Tlmm'l s that thos
his;nﬁseen_ i éhat _of Vishnu, the excellence of thm place le:ge :ll?‘&tkm
ere.”” Convinced of these divine utterances, Brahma m:e a MII;E



they were for generations, remove the sing
of grayers and wmmomuﬁimnzdn’ end that the performance
of the dep&ne§, who have not obtained “lt:e"_ 5
(regions of blissful epirits) wherein to eth‘y ";:ertno lthe “P
bleesing, pronounced by the Brahma, i believed in b al happiness. This
mages are therefore undertaken to the shrine, Y Hindus, and pilgri.

In connection with t]
which aoane he temple there are seven holy water fountains,
(1) Papa-nasini (nsaimseder), Titerally extimon:
. h extin h i
chathirtham (niemafiele), (3) Irnamochini-thirthas (e oo (2)Fa0"
(4) Gunnika-thirtham (psm']a,nﬂu\m), (5) o o

ravinnu («mmg i), (7) Varaham (’\Lmn::;mnu (w@maeg), (6) Sahas-

There is a rock called Pinnapara (aflemugyon) where offeri
spirits of the departed are made, and this rocl.): is suppoeedng: l: :::
ane of an asuran (demon) named Palana-bhedi (1990:088 ), who was
killed by Vishnu and who at the time of his death prayed to that deit;
that his body might be converted into a rock extending from Tlrune].l}.,\
to Gaye and d.lvld!’!i into three parts fit for the performance of offerings
for the departed, viz., at (1) Tirunelli representing his foot, (2) Godaveri
representing the middle part, and (3) Gaya representing the head.
R Ocﬂ‘eri.ngs a.t“an.y of these three places are supposed to have special
in p ing happ and in the propitiation of the spirits.
For thg safeguarding of the temple four shrines have been created, viz.,
the shrine (1) of Durga at the east, (2) of Siva at the south, and (3) at
the west and (4) of Subramaniam at the north. These four shrines are sup-
posed to represent (1) Valliyurkava temple (aiaggéwscs), (2) Tricha.
leri temple (@goed)), (3) Tricharakunnu temple (muoemm), and ) a
temple said to exist in the Brahmagiri mountains.

There are some old copper plate grants in this temple in the Vatteluthu
(uogpam) character which have not yet been deciphered.

In the desam of Arattuthara (literally a place of bathing the idol), in
Ellurnad emsam, is situated the Valliyurkava temple, at which a festival
takes place annually, when an immense concourse of people assemble
and live in small booths built from materials obtained on the spot.
Feeding the mahseer and other carp which abound in the pool of the river
lying close to this shrine is considered meritorious, and hence the popular
name of the “ Fish Pagoda ** by which it is generally known to Europeans.

Vayitiri.—In the amsem of the same name, is tht_a seat of the District
Munsif and of the Deputy Tahsildar. It contains likewise the offices of
the Sub-Registrar and the Police Inspector and is a place of some import-
ance. The Bench of Magistrates for South Wynad meets’at .Vayxt.u-x.
There is a Hindu temple known as Kunnath a,m.pfnlam now in ruins,
There is also & Roman Catholic chapel in fair condition and & chattram.
About a niile to the south-west of the village lies the I"u.kkote lfa.ke, a
patural sheet of water among hills, the only thing of the kind of which the
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icturesque bank of the lake the European
o o ¢ H b, and there is a large store
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district can boast. r
planters of the district have built a clu

adjoining it.
i—in th amsam, lies at the head of the Tamarasseri
Lackads I mtains o & chattram and the ruins of the old

hat pass and contains a bungalow, trazs | the
Ig&fysofean stockade (Lekkiti-kotta), from which it derives its name.

Periah—in the amsam of the same name, is about 19 miles from
Manantoddy and lies on the road to Tellicherry. It is celebrated for its
oardamom cultivation, and has a travellers’ bungalow, a chattram and a
Police station.

Nallurnad.—Payingatiri, in Nallurnad amsam, is a Brahman village of
some note, and is about two miles from Manantoddy. The amsam
contains a mosque known as Pallikkal Angadiyil palli (alz@ieed ewwmes
Nl a1ag?) and a bazaar.

Kuppatot.—Panapuram or Panamaram (literally the place of palms) in
Kuppatot amsam was once a strong military post consisting of an exten-
sive square mud fort with a sepoy place-of-arms and other buildings ;
but the whole of it is now in ruins.

In contains now a Mappilla bazaar and a Police station.

Putati—Putati and Purakati, in Putati amsam, are places of note.
At the former is a temple known as Arimula Ayyappan temple, on the
east wall of the mandapam of which is an inscription, dated K.A. 922
(A.D. 1746), in & mixture of four languages. There is a Canarese inscrip-
tion on a stone which belonged to the Patiri temple, but is now in the
possession of Patiri Manjaya Gavundan. In the hamlet of Pakkam is a
free standing stone.

At Kaniyampatta, in the Putati amsam, there i ungalow belonging
to the District Board. »theroisa b -

Por contains the bazaar knownas Kell
mmas:]\) andﬁa]sc; three mosques called (1) Kellurang:;i p:]]im((::ag:
swwers) aga)), (2) Palanchana angadi palli (aswem 3]
(3) Kandattvayal palli (@meonciws aepl), ™ woemes] cedl) and

Tondarnad.—Korom or Koroth in Tondarn msam i
considerable trade chiefly in the hands gt? the ﬁip;ﬂ.l&s ‘Ist sooglt::(:sd
travellers’ bungalow, a Police station, two Hindun f,en;plea kn -
Tondarakotta (smame~ednsg samem-) and Bhagavati Kavu (cwm:::n.e
%as0o) and two mosques called Koroth angadi palli (sasacsen M:J 1l
asae) and Koroth putiya palli (eessciow amlw alge)). °

. Etannatassakur.—Kalpatia alias Kalpatti, i tannatassakur amsam
is & place of some note from its being thepr:s‘::i,efeeliﬁ some Brahmans

Chettis. It is on the high road from the Tamarasseri oy .md
bungalow and a chattram. ori pass, and contains &

Tan i th i
Tar mma:uo or place in the same amsam of some tote, and eon-
Ganapativattam—literally the circl . Ganapati)
otherwise kmown as Sultan’s Battery zou;rﬁeg‘}‘:oft ttl;:tgod Sultan

had & fort here, is a village of little importance. Thers was s British



regiment stationed here jn the

%ill uI:ilmowx: a8 b{:lhpatlchnh ki vin .
amil on two sides. It has not yey, £ an insoription in olq

Dipastambha (lamp post) g the (y}nn:);::i o Jo. 26T i another on the

standing in the north coyrt, of the Mariya, P o, and o

Kitanganat are twelve dolmens, g menhirI::; temp};rved e

. ) three mes,
.Aluppamad—-contams 8 amall fort and 5 Pagoda of

gritx:;t;ge to Vettako;umnknn‘ The Devu.sws.mgis us?,:ﬁ)
u vaswam. p

o Oy n the hamlet of Muttil are 22 g

In the hamlet, of

me importance
y known as the
olmens, and in
Christian Churches a

nd Cemeteries,—
chapels in the taluk, on lananten

There are two Roi Catholi
e at Manantoddy and t! Coyiting: holio
Protgst.ant chu.pel at Chundale and a t{mpora:; zgligfz: t;tv:]y;hi?" Fls:;l
for divine service by the Protestant gommunity. At Vayitiri ginel:le:v'
is perf?rmed by the Chaxlnin of Calicut, and at Manantoddy b; ;l‘::
.Chal;]lx:m of (',‘anga.nore. o t thde latter station there is no separate l{uild
ing, the service being performed in the Local F d - o
are two Protestant cemeteries, one vtoddy son e There

two > . at Manantoddy and 4|
Vayitiri, which are in good condition. The RomanyC o ther at
are not secured by proper walls.

atholic cemeteries

Bungalows and Chattrams.—There are bungalows at (1) Periah, (2

Koroth, (3) Manantbddy, (4) Lakkidi, and (5) Sulters l)mte;y, s

chattrams at (1) Periah, (2) Manantoddy, (3) Bavallj, (4) Kalpetta, (5)
Tariyott, (8) Lakkidi, (7) Vayitri and (8) Sultan’s Batte

Y.
Mines, Minerals and Manufactures.

—Iron ore may be obtained in
several parts, but none of it is manufactured. The principal rocks,
which are gneisses, granites, etc., are traversed by quartz reefs, which are

frequently auriferous, but they are found chiefly in South-east Wynad.
The favourable reports on the auriferous character of the ‘Wynad fields
led to several companies being formed for working gold, and although
several blocks of estates were purchased for this purpose, no operations
are now being oarried on in Malabar-Wynad. The collapse of the mining
industry, which at one time promised to be so important, told seriously
on the other, and ordinary pursuits, such as the planting of coffee and
other products. The jungle tribes from a remote period used to wor!:
gold from the sands of rivers which are sometimes mixed with gold parti-
oles. This practice has now fallen into desuetude.

Soil and Productions.—The soil in the cultivayed valleys is a fine rich
brown, on the heights it is mostly red mixed with gravel. Towards the
east and the woody tract it is almost black and rich from the accumulation
of dry leaves and other matter. The prodgchons are generally different
kinds of rice, horse-gram and other q:y grains, castor an§i qther oil seeqs
and sugarcane, from which latter, jaggery to a very limited e{t«:intt h“
manufactured. Since 1840, the cultivation of coffee has .o;;cupxe o
attention of European planters and proved for a long time hlghly _reénu:e-
rative. Owing, however, to leaf-disease and Other‘ca.uses, tde in ;s nr{
began to languish, and hopes are now centered in tea and cincho
plantations as well as in coffee.

i ts nor arecanuts,
The taluk produces very little pepper and no_coconu .
thougl: [y fewl::;mes of each may be seen. Cardamoms are produced in

great plenty between the Perish and Kuttiyadi passes, and are considered
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to be of a superior quality. Small quantities are also obtained on the
Tamarasseri valley above the pass,

slopes of the mountains forming the r
Lafge quantities of honey and bees’ wax are obtained from the forests and

rocks among the mountains. These useful articles find a ready sale. in the
seaport towns, from whence they are exported. Some tobacco is pro.
duced, but only in small quantities and for private consumption.
Inams.—The inams granted in the Wynad taluk are the following :—
(1) Puralathalachil Bharadevata (goddess) temple in Kuppattot
amsam, Rs. 96-10—4.
(2) Pallimalamma Bhagavati (goddess) temple in Tondernad

amsam, Rs. 11-6-0.

The inams granted in the above amsams are intended to defray the
expenses attending the usual ceremonies in the temples.

Cattle and other Animals.—Cattle and buffaloes are numerous and are
sometimes a source of mischief to planters. Sheep and goats are almost
unknown except such as are imported for food. The taluk abounds with
deer (sambur) and wild pigs. Elephants and bison are alsc to be found in
the ghat forests. Tigers are fairly numerous, and panthers abound to
such an extent as to be an intolerable nuisance to any one with pet dogs.

A peculiar practice of spearing tigers and panthers obtains among the
Chettis in Ganapativattam, Muppainad and Putati amsams. When a kill
takes place, the beast of prey is quietly allowed to gorge itself with beef,
and under such circumstances it lies up in the first favourable sheltering
cover it finds. Word is sent round the country and the people bearing
nets and spears quietly assemble at the spot. If the patch of jungle in
which the animal has lain up is of small extent, the nets are immediately
run up round it and fastened to stout stakes driven into the ground.
The nets are of ordinary thin rope, and, when stretched, are about 5 feet
high. Ordinarily, however, the matter is not so easily arranged, but the
probable course of the animal after it is roused is usually well known, a
piece of likely jungle is selected and three sides of it are beforehand
netted in. Scouts are posted, the animal is then disturbed, and as soon
as it enters the netted space, the fourth side is immediately closed with
nets, the workers being protected by the spearmen while this ticklish
operation is in hand. The animal thus netted rarely escapes, the netted
space is gradually reduced in size by clearing away brushwood and
event,ually the animal is confined in a space measuring some 18 or 20
yards in diameter. The aid of the village deity is invoked, and the hunts-
men armed with spears challenge the animal to combat at the time pro-
nounced by the oracle to be favourable for action. The ground where
the so-called combat is fought is called Narikandi (tiger-ground), and
people sometimes have to await the oracular revelations for four or five
days. At the hour appointed, the animal is enraged by every sort of
device: when its first low muttered growls are heard, th -
surrounding the net i eard, the spearmen

' in an unbroken phalanx shout in response : th:
ignrgv.vl: gral.ldlxlly (li)ec}::tme louder and more continuous, until a.tIl,sst b’re&ke

into short and sharp savage " i i .
charge full at the net wr]?en thegspgzur:x?l,l ;2?{%?:{:“ e aclivors &
and oscitemen v Wi P B, emselves from arrack

o Cif ll_ne t receive it on their spear points. Several such charges are
usually delivered before the animal receives its death thrust, ges



R 'ljh? skin of a t;'_ger o:" Ppanther thus slain jg never
T rom
on a horizontal bar and there nnow:&‘:;f;.ﬂlle, but the carcass jg hung
Fairs and Marlceta._weeuy markets
and Manantoddy. A large fair jg held for t;:: ldl:»];s:': %ln?ﬁnys ;2 Vayitiri
pagoda) during the annual festiva] ; markets ape by ;ﬁur avu (fish
Tariyott, Mepadi and Sultan’s Battery. also held at. Kalpetta,

Climate.—The climate of Wynad is much
] €00l
being abOI_:lt 3,000 to 4,000 feet above the leve] of the sea. The th
meter during the f‘oo] weather is as low ag 6° b . monthe of
March, April and May, it rises to 84° and sometin i
it is considered unhealthy, owing chiefly to def;lc]:f::l :gal;?;‘sl?n ?:(a:‘lilﬂze
prevalence of malflrm. Manantoddy j imatic pog -

ler than the low country,

and salubrious ; from February to May hot land-winds blo. e i

fi
prevalent ; from June to October rain falls with shoit ::x::rtxiniig?n?
and though the temperature is lower anq fever less general than jn the
preceding months, dysentery, diarrhoea

and rheumatism a 3
The average rainfall of the taluk for three Years is given belol: :immon

Manantoddy. | Vayitiri,
Months,

1882, , 1883, | 1884. l 1882. | 1883. | 1884,

INCEES. | INCHES. | INCHES, | INCHES. | INCHES. | INCEES,
January . 30 .. . 82 .

Malmh.ry -95 2:31 . 112 521 10
April 291 2-75 2:62 5-76 582 561
May 4:29 2:74 1-80 816 7-05 147
June . 47-08 21-47 12-20 88:66 4377 18-35
July 84-68 38-41 21-94 | 11820 | 64-53 39-30
A 14-98 30-46 Bl-ﬁé 34- 33: 54-34 55 0:

9-89 4-83 9-5! 16 12:30 18:5
Optember 781 7157| 587| 1270| 1790| 590
November . 2:68 2:20 2:06 452 3-80 719
December . 1-69 12 20 308 152
Total .. | 17561 | 114-49 88:60 | 20073 | 217-83 | 15296

igonometrical Stations.—There is but one survey s tation to be pre-
servz:iwnnd am?un.lly reported on (Board’s Proceedings, dated 28th July
1886, No. 1706).

Modern values.
g?’so f Situation. Series.
ation Latitude. | Longitude.

Narikod Vayitiri am- Modern .. | 11°82’ 26" 88 I 76° 01’ 21° 07
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Traffic Registry Stations.—Two stations for registering the
Mysore were opened in December 1880 at Bavalli and Sultan’

The statistics of trade for 188586 are given below 1—
Imports into Malabar from Mysore.

trafiic
BB.“:“;

N . Via Bultan’,
Via Bavalli. Battery. s To,
Artioles. g. . g ) b\
g k] g s 13
& > g E, -é
T —
2. Re. T
8,
Animals, living, horses .. .. No. 1 22 [ 118 o
D oattle .. R 737 4, 523 | 4,008 | 1,2¢9 135
Do. sheep and goats .. .. 4,856 | 17,330 | 5,523 | 18,445 | 10,379 | ,04452
Do. other sorts P 56 1 207 34 '803 85,78
Chiﬂpese and Japanese ware .. ;I{;ls 303 L Oggl he .. . 355
Coffee .. .. . .. . R 10,895 8 3
Cotton twist and yarn, Indian .. ,, . . 1 40 80'11 1,999
Do. piece-goods, Indian PP 130 9,635 133 6,086 203 40
Do. do. European ” 41 2,808 4 280 © 18,82)
DYIs‘ung and colouring matermls-—— 24 188 L 1888
‘urmerio Y 7 100
Earthenware and poroelmn .. Val .. 130 .. 423 41 288
Fruits and nuts, coconuts . .. No. 1,600 48 | 30,200 843 |31 700 131
Do. all other kinds .. Mds. 2 10 .. . ’ by 80)
Grain and pulse, wheat .. e 7,752 | 13,907 | 6,924 | 14,697 | 14,876 10
Do. other spring crops .. ,, 3,015 4,183 | 2,638 | 6,903 5'“3 28,504
Do.  ricenot in the husk . 347 | 1,427 | 4,642 | 20844 | 4’089 ;}:29‘0
0.  rice in the hus! o 35 37 69 * 1
Do. other rain crops . 11,608 | 15,757 | 21,953 | 33 286 33, :2‘ 108
Leather, manufactures of .. .. Val. . 270 .. " 50 1461 49,083
Liquors .. . .. e . 10,237 .. ” 0
Mats .. 248 241 : 10237
Metn]l; and manufacture of metals : 48
—Brass and copper 29 1,222
Metnlls and manufaotures of metnll. 871 1878 68| 3,800
—Iron .. » 1 8 1 12
Oils e 865 20
Provisions, ghee U, 2 9’:;; 053 7'32; 1.";; 17,811
Do.  otherkinds .. .. 1419 [ 4,109 | 630 S
Salt " ’ g 1,843 | 2,049 gopp
Sal:petu' &o., other ssline sub. ) a 85 136 13
atances e s ..
Oils, mustard .. .. oo ‘9 31 172 112 172 113
Do. gingelly .. .. .. " 8,920 | 30, {3)(1)% 190 161 07| a3
Do. other oil seeds . :: 18 "100 1?10 510 | 7,069 | 31411
Do. other seeds, other kmda 440 1,29 5 489 19 589
Spices, other sorts oo 829 Py 3 101 588 431 l-“l
Sugar, unrefined Com o0 ,811 326 2,112 | 954 | 4,988
Do.’ refinod » 2o | 86| 2,952 15,998 | 3,092 | 30,18
Tobacoo . X oo i 206 9 93 29 208
Wood, timber . : " 942 102 | 138 1,158 | 149| 1,358
Wool, piece-goods, Indian y 97 2.082 109 126 | 1,051 3,187
Do, European . :: ? 1588 301 | 10,275 488 12,860
All other articles }Unll:mufw. 88 2 121 4 17
of merchandij ured Val. .
% f Manufactured . So06 ) .. | aseo| .. f1sem
. ,015 | . 1,588 | .. 3,518
Total
. 40,000 | .. |1,70681 | .. ,20,081




Animals, living, cattle .. .. Neo
Coffee .. .. ..
Cotton, raw . . . . ..
Cotton manufacture, Piece-goods,
European .. .. .. ..
Fibrous productions, other fibreg
menufactured ., .. ..
Fruits and nuts, coconuts . . .. No.
Do. all other kinds .. .. Mds.
Grain and pulse, wheat
Do. rice, husked ..
Do. rice, unhusked . .
Gums and resins . . . R
Hides and skins, hides of cattle | .

Do. skins of sheep and goats,
Leather, unmanufactured . . ..
Metals and manufactures of metals,

—DBrass and copper .. ..
Metals and manufactures of metals,

—Iron .. .. . ..
Oils .. ..
Provisions, other kinds
Salt .. . .
Seeds, other seeds, other kinds
Spices, betel nuts .. .. ..

Do. other spices . .
Sugar, refined .

Do. unrefined
Tobacco .. .
Wood, timber .. .. ..
Wool, manufactured piece-goods,

Indian .. e .. Y
All other articles, | Manufactured. Val.

of merchandise l;nu‘r:‘&“f”" .

Total ..

s g
4 3
- o
- >
19 235 .. 19 238
6 so| T n;e| gl 338
107 N ° *
6,0,
50 107| 6,080
_ 10 72
5,900 N 10 72
0 e 5900 | 21g
a3 7 1 170
" 93 | . I, E o
248 1,2gg 1,126 1,139 2372|299
100 vo2e | Tssl  gae| g3 Lass
! 456
76 977 41 485 117 1,442
. .. 313 . 313
8 400 8 400
214 3,445 .. .. 214 3,445
1,802 | 10,275 76 439 | 1,878 | 10,714
24 1 1 3 25 16:
16,320 | 38,925 | 2,620 4,702 17,040 | 43,007
49 630 .. .. 49| 830
21 573 .. 21 573
16 622 o 15| 622
9 110 . 9| 1o
1 8 i, 1 8
11 126 1 11 12 187
1,279 | 2,665 84 215 | 1,343 2,800
4 160 . 4| 160
. 153 08 . 251
1,000 1,300 2,300
. | 60,403 10,407 9,810

WYNAD FORESTS.
By Rhodes Morgan, Esq., District Forest Officer.

‘General Description.—The whole of the Wynad platesu must have
beeg covered at xf:) very remote period with dense fores:‘,lkth?1 gre;.et:;
portion of which, more especially in the centre of the t,:k", uunwm
swept away by the system of cultivation known as 71'1141: . l(:; f&st,em
in Malabar, leaving a fringe of deciduous teak forest al ;,[ ong eatern
frontier, from whence it extends into the province of Mysore.

north and west, the steep declivities of the

& primeval growth of evergreen forest also escaped destruction.

estern Ghats, covered with
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iduous forests occupy a zone extem;l'mg :“';?' 1 f:d 17‘;‘ GI'
e e “0"13" Lat. on the south, and betwee! o o Pov
the north to ’lri e::-argrt;en forests clothe the slopes of the :t&m
East Long’t ,,me{ of the Dindimsl and Br&ma%; t:::ge(; hzu .:d m‘“‘f .
’?"ll: t:er:f;e,s run out at r_ight, angles to the n“'m‘h
butet\resm of that great chaill of mountains. e
The deciduous forests contain the most villua: : t;.m trees, such as
teak r(::s:wood. ivnee (A ':atocar'ﬁu:n :;’:oszf};z )‘ e:ngd ,yhm earps mare.
jum 3 em . ""'""‘.
pium), \-en-ﬂ’"‘l:al(f:gleer ‘;rticles of commerce, 9{ ‘thlch ;;x, honey, .
ProduCP miﬂ‘{‘ém and myrabolans are the pruu.:lpal.u b ;i are m‘::;lm:,
lt:srﬂ;:;’ :nd there is little undergrowth, except in one or tracts where
o i}

ally excluded. C  cover
ﬁrevl::}f kv;;e[::):rr;;ﬁ;:_assy from 4’ to 8’ high. W::?og:wsg;lrrbn::o{, and
tgl:: owth of trees denser, there is an undergro’ th of 4 si',o sin
fL%:;-Helic!eres, curcuma, etc. Many trees gl:)u o %r:;e size, yielding
:.s much as 300 cubic feet of timber occasionally ; bu erage con-

tents of the trees are about 40 cubic feet.

d the growth very dense.
-erareen forests, the trees are lofty, an

TheIr: ti';eﬁlﬁfﬂr no undergrowth, except in patches, whemd. dwarf
Pandanus is common. These forests have a gloomy aspect, and the sun
rarely penetrates them except where some tree has fallen from old age,

or has been up-rooted by some storm.

The most valuable trees are the reﬁi and white eedarg, t:he ,wﬂd }.&'
the poonspar, and the ironwood. Carc >ms are the “ml pal product ;
they are extensively cultivated, and also grow spontaneously. Bees’ wax,
dammer, rattans and pepper are the only other products much collected
at prese’nt, though resins, kino, gamboge, etc., abound, but have no
market value.

Past History.—When W]’Jyna«fih was t.akent tfwclﬂi 'ft?pu Sultan by the
British, the Palassi (Pychy) Raja, a petty cheitain 1n on,
rebelled against the British, was conquered and shot. His forests and
other possessions were then escheated. For years no real effect was given
to the order of escheat, and many forests were usurped possession of by
various persons. In the year 1859, a Forest Department was formed
and an officer, Mr. Hunter, sent down to work the Wynad. At that
period, the Collector administered the forests and sold timber, on what
‘is kmown as the stump-fee system, i.e., any person paying a certain sum
per tree was allowed to cut it down and remove it. In the case of teak,
this stump-fee was Re. 1 per tree.

The forests were worked on the native system for many years, no
efforts were made to improve them, and trees were indiscriminately
felled where found, whatever their age might be.

In 1878, all felling of living teak was stopped, and the Forest Depart-
ment turned its attention to the utilisation of the wind-fallen and dead
trees which were being annually destroyed by ’

In 1882, the Forest Act was introduced, and immense progress has
been made in the scientific treatment ot the forests,

Present Condition of Forests.—The decid ivi
into 14 block of wnicy Forests e deciduous forests have been divided

and six blocks are o hn::erved forests, two are under reservation, .
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The evergreen forests have ivi i

resent are under reservation. peen divided into three blocks ;

all
of all these blocks, and their areas. © annexed statement ives P"'aiﬂlln::

Of the reserved forests, t]
been demarcated with
Dbefore this year has enged. »80d two others wi e

They are all under special fire protact;
section zg of the Forest Act ; buF:: gnl;":;),rl(ﬁgu':d:z:ffggéglen under
fire-traced, and systematically patrolled in the fire season, (;nms) v
complete protection will be extenden to all the others. " Gredually
The Begur Forest has been divided into 8 .
scheme will be prepared for it shortly. A:O;I:g;r:tm eu:ts‘;imdaw"kms
only dead wood 13 being removed. g ready stated,

All the forests have been road

ed, i
exist at present ; but these roads a; nd about 80 miles of such roads

re &ll more or less primitive.

The timber in the forests is squared, with much ski igil
tribes, on contract. They are paid three-fourths of ?x]xun;.r}ga .pl:;ngt:ll:?i
toot ; when felled, the logs are hauled by elephants into depots, and are
from thence carted to the banks of the Kabbani river and ﬂ’oated to
Mysore. In the dry weather, logs are carted the whole way to Mysore ;
but such transport is so costly as to be almost prohibitive. There are
eight elephants and ten buffaloes altogether maintained for the baulage
of timber in the forests.

Numerous buildings have been erected, and still more will shortly
be erectecfl_ for the establishment employed to work the forests, which
consists of—

1 District Forest Officer. 1 Ranger.
1 Sub-Assistant Conser- 3 Foresters.
vator. | 20 Forest Guards.
The b of the establishment are tantly being ch d

owing to the excessive malariousness of the forests in the dry wea.tct':er:
which wrecks the very strongest itutionsin a few month

List of Reserved Forests and Reserved Lands with their areas, elc., in Wynad.

Number .
and Taluk. Amsams. Nume of forest. Area in
district. acres.
Reserved Forests.
Malal . | Ganapathi vattam.. | Kuppadi .. 7,337'44
; D:.‘r ¢ 0. I.l‘i)a. ' .. | Kurohiyat .. 18,053-86
3 Do. Do. Do. .. | Rampur .. .. 18,85:4-61
4 Do Do. Do. [ Nutpoya .. 1| 3e1a2s
6 Do. Do. Do. .. | Mavanhaila .. | 12,676:84
6 Do Do. | Ellurnsd | Begur .. | 1538562
Total . 78,801-81
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rorests and Reaerved Lands with their areas, o, in

Last of Resorved F b o ont.

N“““r' Tuluk. Amsams, Name of forest. Areain
and .
distrlct. Sares,
[ SN
Reserved Lands,
1 Klurned .. . g:;lr‘lkoco .. @184
Putati . o i .. .
; Tondernad . . - Poaiﬁ :-n‘-lunm 13,440
Y v .. | Chapparam .. 1y
: i li‘)‘l\'.‘h .. .. | Panniyatta .. 160
£y e | S |
. 11 .. .
o § Do, "7 | Chedleth (exoluded 260
4 T ' portiona in).
Do. .. | Karapur .. 1,885
w 5 B Do, | Keltor . 5930
Do. .. | Excluded portivns 7.489
u = of Trans-Beni.
.. | Botanical en 21
13 Klturnad Mmmmd(mdy. .
—_—
Total .. 111,897

KANOTH FOREST.

Attached to the Wynad subdivision there is an extensive tract of
forest known as the Kanoth forests. 1t is situated in the Kottayam
taluk, at the base, and partly on tho western slopes of the Western
Ghats. The area of these escheat forests has been approximately com-
puted at 375 square miles.  Of this enormous tract, a very small portion
(somo 40 square milws) is in tho hands of the Forest Department, the
rost has not been settled yeot.

Theso forests were eschoated from the Kanoth (Kannavath) Nambiar,
one of the prinvipal adherents of the rebel Palassi (Pychy) a. In
1883, the managoment of the tract was transferred to the Forest Dopart-
ment, and immediate steps were taken for its conservation and improve-
ment.

It is inhabited by an aboriginal tribe known as Kurichiyars, who bad
for yoars previously carried on the destructive system of “ Punam*
oultivation (known in Wynad as ** Tuckle ). The whole forest, with the
excoption of a fow patches near the orest of the ghats (3,500’ elevation),
had b&gn rut.hl«(\l\tly hacked to pieces. The present growth is from 3 t0 7
yoars of age, and consists prinei of i worthless pollards
and crooked coppice shoot:. pally of & multitude of oss
N It has boon demarcated and surveyed, and 31 miles of the northern
oundary have posts and cairna erected as well. It is now under reserva-
m')lllLboM ﬂ“:\d \‘onol&mmn of the settlement, the aboriginal inhabitants
wi removed, and settled elsewhere, tarted
improvement of the growth. ere, and works & for the



Nurseries have been established, and large quantities of ficus elastica
scod obtained from Assam and planted, and numerous seeﬂlings raised.
Mahogany and bamboo seedlings aro also being raised to plant eut
clearings.

There are four small experimental teak plantations made in 1876-78,
which, however, are not so forward as could be wished, having been

seriously injured, wh_cn young, by an attack of borer. Teak is, however,
indigenous and promises yet to be a success.
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