THE MALABAR AND QUILON ERAS

Bv MR.T K. JOSEPH .

HERE are more than a dozen and

a half different eras used in their
Sanskrit, Tamil, Malayalam, Hebrew,
Syriac, Arabic, and other records by the
various cultured communities of Kerala.
Of these the Kali and Parasuramic eras are
reckoned ‘from very ancient astropomical
events assigned by post factumicalculations
to two years in the remote past. To
Mr. K. Subramonia Aiyar goes the credit
of having ascertained that the Parasuramic
era which was in vogue in the British por-
tion of Kerala, began to be reckonmed from
the total solar eclipse of 6176 B. C., “when
the sun and the moon were in the first
quarter of Citra Nakshatra, the actual
solstice itself occurring oo the third day
of the month ‘of Asvina.” {Vide Travan.
core Information and Listener for Septem-
‘ber 1945, p. 35.)

No Mention in Records

This star Spica in Virgo (Kanya) was,
we kpow, .regarded in ancient times
as the ' mukham’ (face or front) of
the year, although it is the middle one
(14th) among the 27 asterisms of modern
times, and the Hindu ceremonial year
begins conventionally with the asterism
Aswini in utter disregard of the precession
of the equinoxes. ‘‘Citra nakshatram bha-
vati. mukham va etat samvatsarasya”, says
an ancient text (a Brahmana?). Soa total
solar eclipse occurring at that first point
(mukham) was indeed 2 fitling ferminus @
guo for an era. But there is no known
instance of the use, or mention, of the
Parasuramic era in ancient works, inscrip-
tions and other records of Kerala. Most
probébly it was not actually inaugurated

and used by the people (were tbhey Aryans?)
living in 6176 B. C., or in its first six mil-
lennia ending with 176 B. C.

Loco=-Relevant Eras

Of the other eras which were used in
Kerala three or four are loco-relevant, 1. e.,
they began to be reckoned from the founda-
tion of certain localities. For instance the
Pudu-Vaippu Era of Cochin began from the
sudden appearance or formation of the
island of Vaippu. There was the Tali era
(Temple era) in ‘Travancore counted from
the building of a temple. There was the
Calicut era too. '‘Scaliger gives 907 A. D.
for the beginning of the Calicut era,’”” while
Du Perron, wrongly. of course, '‘gives 825
for the foundation of Calicut.’”” Du Perron
evidently thought that(K orakkeni)—Quilon
tu Travaucore was) (Pautalayini)—Quilon
near Calicut. It is the former Quilon that
was founded, or re-founded in 825 A, D.
Again tradition says that Makotai (Sanskrit
Mahodayam, old Malayalam Makotevar
Pattanam), a town in Cranganore, was
founded in 345 A. D. But Assemani and
Raulin assign 800 A. D. to that event,
while Zaleski gives 745, 825, 855, and 907
as ‘“‘wrong dates” for it. Oupne cannot,
however, be positive about 345 oun the
strength of tradition alone, there being no
known era counted from the foundation of
Makotai, the Makotaiyar—Pattinam (= city
of the king of Makotai) mentioned in the
Vira Raghava copper-plate of 1320 A. D.

Two Travancore City Eras

There are two other eras also originating
from the founding of cities, or as certain
Travancore inscriptions say totidem verbss
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from “the appearance of Kollam, and of
Iravipuram”—“@&reow Ggrerd, @
eFijp wBgrerd.”’ The first i$ our Qui-
lon Era; the other is the Iravipuram Era
found used in an imscription in the “old
Tekkumkur territory comprising Iravi-
puram of Kottayam in Travancore. That
era has gone out of vogue and Iravipuram
too may be regarded as extinct unless the
present Iravinallur can be identified .with
it. It must have been a “puram’’ (city) far
less important than Quilon, or -Calicut.
Yet its “‘appearance’’ gave rise to an era.
The appearance (or “tonrrel’’) cannot in
this case, as weljl as in that of Quilon, be
construed to mean 2 sudden, natural up-
Beaval as in the case of Vaippin Island
mentioned already. Iravipuram, Quilon,
and Calicut, like the Tali (temple) which
tad the Tali Era appertaining to it, must
have been actually planmed and built by
experts, indigenous or foreign, employed
by the kings of those three cities, who
ordered three eras also to be reckoued from
the dates of their completion, or rather
from the auspicious days on which they
were formially occupied with pomp and
ceremony. Temples, synagogues, churches,
mosques, streets, and bazaars also must
have beep constructed in the above three
cities, and the comsecration ceremony per-
formed on the same day. From the Quilon
copper-plates of circa 880 A. D. with its
Pahlavi, Kufic and Hebrew signatures, we
may infer that there were Persians, Arabs,
and Jews (if not Chinese also) in Quilon
earlier ip the ninth century. For them
places of worship must bhave been built in
the new city, and a harbour constructed or
improved to give a fillip to sea-borne trade
eastwards and westwards.
Tradition '

Now, Hindu tradition recorded by Prin-
sep, Guudert, Burnell, and Buchagan in
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the 19th century, and by earlier European
writers of the Dutch and Portuguese periods,
as well as by the various” Keralolpattis, and
our historians like the two Menons, Sun.
daram Piliai, Gopinatha Rao, Nagam Aiyah
and others, mention a council of expert
astronomers from all parts ot Kerala, con-
vened at Quilon, in Travancore, by King

‘Udaya Martanda Varma in -Kali 3926, a

newly built Siva temple of 824.5 A, D.,
and a “chira” (tank, or harbour ?) dug in
825, as well as the inauguration of the
Quilon Era, which Prinsep, Buchanan, and
Gundert call a cycle of Parasurama. Since
6176 B. C. is found by Mr. Subramonia
Aiyar to have been the first year of the

‘era of Parasurama, 825 A: D. marked the
‘beginning of the eighth cycle (825 to 1825
.A.-D.)) and not that of the third as Gundert

says.
Quilon Astronomical Conference

The Parasuramic Era (which is different
from the Saptarshi Era) must have been
used originally (though not from 6176 B. C.)
in British Malabar and its southern geigh-
bourhood, which were Nambudiri Brahmin
regious par excellence, and thereafter ad-
opted without alteration in the rest of
ancient Kerala proper, and even further
south in Vepad; of which Quilon was the
capital. We may suppose that the Era

began to be used in Quilon only about the
_beginning of the Christian Era, which fell

in the seventh cycle (176 B. C. to 825
A. D) of P. E. The first month of the
year in Quilon was then Kanya itself as in
North Kerala- But at that time the actual
beginning of the year (the summer solstice)
was not in Kanya, but in Karkataka by
precession (roughly from 1700 B. C to
500 A. D).

So in 825 A. D. the real commencement
of the year was in Mithuna, while it began
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conventionally in the old Kanya of 6176
B. C. This discrepancy was, we may supe
pose, realised by the Quilon King and bis
Tamil Brabmin astronomers {rom Venad
and the adjoining eastern region, and some
months before the beginning of the eighth
cycle {825 to 1825 A D.) he convened 2
conference of Fast and West Coast Brah.
min astronomers. After continued obser-
vation and expert discussion of the Sun’s
Zodiacal and solstitial positions he must
have decided to discard the conventional
Kanya of the northerners, and adopted
Simha as the beginning of the year in the
portions of the East and West Coasts under
his sway, The experts from the north per-
‘haps demurred, and held fast to their age-
old Kanya.

Leo Dislpaces Virgo

Simha was chosen not because the sum-
mer solstice of about 825 actually occurred
in that sign, but for some other reason
which tradition has not disclosed to us.
Was Simba pitched upon because it was
the month of the great Omam festival of
Kerala, or perbaps because it was regarded
as the Sun’s House ? There is inscriptional
evidence for the celebration of Aavani
(Simha) Opam in Kerala in about 1000
A. D,, and we may assume that the cele-
bration had been in vogue before 825, or
perhaps from the days of the Vaishmavite
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Chera Kulasekhara Alwar, or the conse-
the Trkkaalkara Temple of
Vamana Murti.

cration of

M. E. and Q. E.

Thus
boldly displaced the northerper’s auntiquat-
ed old maid Kanya, and the year 7001 of
P. E. came to be reckoned as 1 of the Quilon
Era, which therefore is not the same as
the Malabar Era (M. E.) of the present
British parts of Kerala,

in Quilon of Travancore Simha

The consecration
of the new city’'s temple, and of the new
church koown in the copper-plates as the
“Tarisa Palli" (=Christian Palli as distin-
guished from any Jewish, Muslin, Zoroa-
strian, Buddhist, Jain -or Chinese “Palli"
in or outside the city), as well as the open-
iog of the new Quilon harbour apnd per-
baps also the first day of the Ovam season
of that year, may be supposed to have
falleu on the first day of 1 Q. E., when the
city was opened for business and comuerce.
The northern astronomers must have parti-
cipated in the festivities of that very first
Quilonic New VYear’s Day if they had not
already left the city in disgust at the differ-
ence of opinion, of which Kanya and
Simha months ars even now witnesses in
spite of later calemdar reform in British
Malabar. Map verily, is the slave of custom
and convention.
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