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TO THE READER.

INCE the firft edition of this book in T 764, Mr. ALEXAND;‘:_R
) Dow has publifhed a tranflation of T/e Hiffory of the Mahoy,.
dan Conguerors in Indofian, written originally in Perfic by FERIsy, N
This work of FERISHTA is an abridgement of other hiftorians, ang
extends from the beginning of the reign of SEBEGTECHIN, the §,
of the Ghaznavide Monarchs who made conquefts in Indoftan,
the end of the reign of the Emperor AcBar; that is, from the year
977 to 1605 of our Ara; and of the Mahomedan, from 365 to
1014.

FrrisuTA gives the origin and-regular fucceffion of all the Kings
of Ghazna and emperors of Delhi during this pertod, the progrefs of
their conquefts in Indoftan, and the other principa.l events of the;;
reigns ; and thus fupplies the voids and imperfe€tions of the hifto.
rical part of our Differtation on the Eﬂa&/ﬂmm{: made by Mab01nedan
Conguerors in Indoftan. We have, neverthelefs, left. our diflertatioy
in 1ts firft ftate, that the attention of the Reader might be direteq
to the work of FErisuTa, which i1s the moft curious and valuable

piece of Oriental hiftory, of which a tranflation has hitherto been
given to Europe.



H ISTOTR Y

MILITARY TRANSACTIONS

”

OF THE

BRITISH NATION

IN

I N D O S T A N,

FROM THE YEAR MDCCXLY.

-
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fatisfied with 700,000 rupees, and confented to furnifh him with 1 749.
3000 of their own troops. . ———
With this force, and the {pirit of an adventurer, he left Sattarah in
the beginning of the year 1748, intending to make conquefts wherever
opportunity prefented itfelf, until he thould acquire, by contributions,
the treafures neceffary to maintain an army fufficient to attack the
province of Arcot. He arrived, during the fiege of Pondicherry,
on the weftern confines of the Carnatic, and found two Rajahs atwar :
he fided with one of them, who, betrayed by fome of his officers,
was totally defeated in a general battle, in which it is faid that
Chunda-faheb himfelf was taken prifoner, but thathe was immediately
releafed on producing a declaration from the king of the Morattoes,
which enjoined all princes whomfoever to refpet his perfon, on pain
of incurring the refentment of the whole Morattoe nation. The
greateft part of Chunda-fahel’s troops, were difperfed after this de-
feat, and he was left with only 300 men, when he received an in-
vitation from the Rajah of Chitterdourg, to come to his affiftance,
and take the command of his army againft the Rajah of Bedrour.
The territories of thefe two princes lie near the eaftern confines of
the country of Canara, which extends along the coaft of Malabar
between the rivers Alega and Cangrecord. Difafters could not de-
prefs the fpirit of Chunda-faheb ; he marched away, with the hand-
ful of men he commanded, and arrived juft as the two armies were
ready to engage. In this battle his courage and fkill were fo well
feconded by the troops of Chitterdourg, that he obtained a compleat
victory : three thoufand of the enemy’s horfe, after the defeat, offered
their fervice to him, whom he took into his pay, and likewife 2500
of the troops of his ally: fo that he was now at the head of 6000
men: but this force being ftill infufficient to attempt the conquett of
the Carnatic, he.found refources in the confequences of other events,
which had iately happened at Delhi, and in the government of the
foubahthip of the fouthern provinces. S
+ The Great Mogul Mahomed Schah, who had fuftfered in 1739 the
humiliation of laving his crown at the feet of Thamas Koulht Ka'n, by
whom he was again reinftated in the monarchy of l\\doﬁag, c<.>ntmued
to govern the cmpire with fo trembling a hand, that the principa) offi-

cers of his court aéted in their feveral departments without contro:ll :
R nt
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river ncar the pagoda. The cam
road ; for the reft of the ground
being zgt this feafon averflowed, formed a morafs not to be pafled by
cav‘alry : but the army foon, found difficulties in ectting proviﬁons)
which could now only be brought from the oppoﬁc;c fhoTe under th;
proFC&lOl\ of the guns of the camp, and it was feared that this dif-
trefs would be greatly increafed by thg encmy’s fending a ftrong de-
tachment acrofs the river to take pofleffion of the great pagodac., 13

was therefore refolved to prevent them, and orders were given for
the whole army to crofs the river. ) ) '

The Coleroon, like all fhe other rivers on the coaft of Coromandel,
is {ubjeét to very fudden and unforefeen alterations, which depend on
4he rains that fall on the mountains of the Malabar coaft; fo that in
‘the fpace of twenty-four hours it often, from being fordable, becomes
almoft impaffable even by boats; and at this time it was fcarcely
fordable, and very rapid. The amunition and ftores were tranf-
ported before day-light in two large flat boats, kept by the government
of Tritchinopoly to ferry over horfes. The troops then followed with
the field-pieces: and the retreat was not difcovered by the enemy )
until the Jaft boat, with four of the field pieces, was paffing. This
ftuck upon a fand-bauk, and the enemy brought down their guns,
and cannonaded it ; on which it was abandoned by the boatmen ; but
the grenadiers, who formed the rcar-guard, brought it off, and the
whole army paffed without any other lofs than that of two or three
tumbrils, and one finall iron gun belonging to the Nabob.

The Englith troops, as well as thofe of the Nabob, entered the pa-
goda, and were admitted with great reluftance into three of the firlt
inclofures, which affording room much more than fufficient for theif
reception, they complied with the earneft follicitations of the Bramins,
imploring fthem to carry the ftain of their pollutions no nearer the ha-
bitation of the idol. It was cvident this poft might have heen defended
againft the enemy’s whole force, fince the cannon of Tritchinopoly
and thofe in the pagoda were near cnough to have kept the commu-
nication open: but the fpirit of retreat ftill {o ftrongly poffefled the
army, that they fufpcéed the outward wall of Seringham to be in a

ryinous condition, and thought the extent of it too great to be de-
Aaz fended

179
P was only acceflible by the bigh 1755.
was laidout in rice fields, which “¥™>
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Bok 1y,
Coffrees ; and thefe two were the only enterprizes made oy, ; t

during the month of O&ober. The enemy’s batteries ﬁlel:lher fide )
ed ; .

conftantly and fmartly every day, and damaged Indegy
. ? om .
made no‘impreffion on the defences of the to?ﬂn . th: houfes,

.2 Oue
defenders with a great numbet of cannon-balls, ‘all of ilf?fg\’cd the
Englith mark, being the fame that the thips had fired againfy N
dicherry, with as little effect as they were now thrown a‘\:vg] P?“'
Tritchinopoly. Y gt

But although little was to be feared from the efforts
who feemed ignorant of the firft principles of a regul
cvery thing was to be apprehended from the poverty to which g
Nabob was reduced.  His troops threatened to defert : the eXpences
of the Englith battalion, which ufed to be furnithed from his s :

eaf;
began to be defrayed by that of Fort St. David, and he had no o

: ! reafon
to believe that they would continue to fupport him any longer tha,

there was a probability of extricating him out of his diftreffes; and
thefe he forefaw would increafe every day, unlefs he &ould obtain o
army equal to that of Chunda-faheb, whofe fuperiority had hithertg
deterred the Englifh troops from making any vigorous efforts.

The only prince in the peninfula from whofc fituation, power, and
inclination, the Nabob could expeét the affiftance which he ftood fo
much in need of, was the king of Myfore. The territory of this In-
dian prince is bounded to the eaft by the fouthern part of the Carnatic,
and the kingdom of Tritchinopoly; and to the weft it extends, in
fome parts, within 30 miles of the {ea-coaft of Malabar. His annual
revenue is computed at 20 millions of rupecs; and the whole nation
bore a mortal hatred to Chunda-faheb, who during the time that he
governed Tritchinopoly, formed a defign of conqucring thc. countt.'y,
and befieged for feveral months Caroor, the ﬁmpgeﬁ of their frontier
towns to the eaftward. The king of Myfore being an infant, the go-

of an eney,
ar atrack, yet

vernment was adminiftered by his uncle, who acted with unl;m{xled
power : to tifis regent, called in the country, the Da/a-‘fvlyl of My gre;
Mahomed-aily applicd for affiftance ; and ﬁn(?mg that‘the dr.ead,oe
Chunda-fahel’s fucceffes was not alone a fufficient mon;c;\z 111‘1 \l;:n

i e ter 1 e Myfore:
him to take up arms, he agreed to all the terms which t y

: . - ified the
demanded, and thefe were very exorbitant. The Nabob ratified
treaty
o .
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ghbouring Polygare of
ck, retired from ’I:ilxi.

abandoned it, and took refuge with the nej
Nattam ; Moodemiah and Nabi Cawn Catte

velly to the Polygar of Nellitangaville, better known b
of Pulitaver. All the three only waitéd y the name

. - w for the departure of the
nglith troops,'to difpute t ;
ﬁftéto _himfcrl)f. ? he dominion with Maphuze Cawn, when
Amongft other alienations, Moodemiah had {old to
Travancore, a range of diftrits extending thirty miles from Calacad
to Cape Comorin; and lying at the foot of the mountains which fe-
parate Travancore from Tinivelly. 'The fort of Calacad with f{eye-
ral others of lefs defence were fold with the diftrits, The kingdom
of Travancore is the moft fouthern divifion of the Malabar coaft,
ending on that fide, as Tinivelly on the eaftern, at Cape Comorin.
1t was formerly of {mall extent, and paid tribute to Madura ; but the
prefent king, through a variety of fucceffes, fome of which had been,
gained againft the Dutch, had added to his dominion, all the country
as far as the boundaries of Cochin; fo that it now extended 120
miles along the fea, and inland as far as the mountains leave any
thing worth conquering. With the affiftance of a French officer,
named Launoy, the king had difciplined, in the method of European
infantry, a body of go,000 Naires: the people of this denomination, -
are by birth the military tribe.of the Malabar coaft, and affert in their,
own country even prouder pre-eminences than the Rajpoots, whoin
other parts of India are likewife born with the fame diftintion. Be.
{ides thefe Naires, the king maintained 20,000 other foot, of varioug
arms ;‘but had very few horfe, becaufe little advantage can be derived
from their fervice in his country, which is every where either covered
with hills, or interfeCted by rivers. The diftri€ts which the king had
purchafed of Moodemiah, were maintained by about 2000 of his irre.
gular foot, who having no enemies to oppofe, were fufficient for the
common guardsand military attendance, which in I.ndoﬁan always fup-
port the authority of the government in the colleétion of the revenucs,
But thefe troops on the arrival of the army with COlOf]el Heron at.Tx-
nivelly, were 10 terrified by the reports of their exploits, and efpe.cxally
by the fanguinary example in their ueighbourhoc@, at the facking of
Nellicotah, that they abandoned not only their diftrits, but the for;
o

the king of
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of Catacad likewife, which were foon after taken poffeflion of by a

detachment of 300 horfe ? R
an : ]
fetach N 3;‘ (} 500 foot, fent by Maphuze Khan from v
y- As {oon as the Enalith troo ired fr 1

e g ps retired from before Nelli-
1° M ,d nd 1t was known that they were recalled to Tritchino-
po ),Co 0o tchmxg‘};tw;nt to Travancore in order to encourage the king
to recover the diftri€ts which his tro o
' : ops had abandoned ; at the fame
tune t:c Pulitaver, befides letting loofe his, Co\\crics’ to plunder
formed 2 camp ready to move and join the Travancores as foon a;

they thould arrive. Maphuze Khan received intelligence of thefe

{cher.nes an§ preparations, on his return from Nattam and Madura
and immediately proceeded to Tinivelly. ’

Beﬁ_des t'he 1000 Sepoys belonging to the Company which were
{eft thh.hlm by colonel Heron, he received 605 more, raifed and
fent to him by the Nabob; but thefe were in no refpet equal to the

company’s, who had been trained in the campaigns of Tritchinopoly;
and Maphuze Khan himfelf, having no military ideas, excepting

that of levying troops, had augmented the force he brought with him

from the Carnatic to 2500 hortfe, and gooo foot. Five hundred of

Madura and its diftriéts ; but the company’s Sepoys proceeded with
him to Tinivelly. Before he arrived there, Moodemiah had returned
with zooo Naires, and the fame number of other foot, which the
king of Travancore.had entrufted to his command. They were
joined by the forces of the Pulitaver near Calacad; where the troops
ftationed by Maphuze Khan in thefe parts, affembled, gave battle,
and were routed : three hundred of the Nabob’s Sepoys were in the
a&ion, who, to lighten their flight, threw away their mutkets, which
were colle@ed by the Pulitaver’s people, and regarded by them as a
very valuable prize. Immediately after this fuccefs, the enemy in-
‘vefted the fugitives in the fort of Calacad ; but before they c'ould re-
duce it, the troops of Travancore returned home, pre.tendm-g they
were recalled by the emergency of fome diffarbances in their own
country; however it is more probable, that they‘ retreated from thef
dread of encountering the army, and more efpecmuy,.t_he cavalr){,.oh
Maphuze Khay, which were appranhxxlg. Moodemiah we{l{“ \; :;h
them, and the Pulitaver retired to his fort and woods, 3gainit ¥

Fff Maphuze
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Maphuze Khan proceeded, and encamped near the fort
could not take; but in this fituation repreffed the incurfion
taver’s Colleries into the diftriéts of Tinivelly, and conte
advax}tage, gave out with oftentation that he had fettled the coy
Thefe vaunts were f00}1 contradi€ted. In the month of Septe ntry,
Moodemiah returncd from Travancore, with a larger body of tfrn ber,
and again defeated thofe of Calacad, who in this battle fufferey Oops,
than in the former; for 200 of their horfe and 500 Sepoys Were :9!‘(:
prifoners; and, what aggravated the lofs, it was the time of harvade
when the rents are colleéted, (_)f which the Travancores took poﬂe’{},
fion, and maintained their ground. Maphuze Khan, nevertheleg ef-
tinued before the Pulitaver’s place; whofe troops in the month o,f I(\)In.
vember, cut off a detachment of two companies of Sepoys which hzsl
been fent to efcort provifions; they were of thofe belong'mg to th
ecompany, and the commanders of both were killed. No other milie
tary events of any confequence happened in thefe parts dugipe th.-
reft of the year. S e
The redu¢tion and maintenance of Madura and T inivelly,
‘not the only interefts in the fouthern countries, which PerpleXcd, and
occupied the attention of the Englifh prefidency. In the mong, of
June, they were furprized by a quarrel between their own alljeg the
king of Tanjore and the Polygar "T'ondiman, which had proceedeg to
hoftilities, before any fufpicions were entertained of the animoﬁty. It
was obvious that this quarrel, if not timely reconciled, would prodyce
the defetion of one or other of them to the Nabob’s enemies, The
prefidency, therefore, immediately ordered them, in peremptory
terms, to ceafe all military operations; proffering, however, thei
mediation ; and ordered captain Calliaud to enquire into the caufes
of the difpute; who after two journies to Tanjore, and feveral op.
ferences with the king, with Monac-gee, and with Tondiman’s
brother, could only collect the following obfcure account of it fo
averfe were all parties to tell the truth. In the year 1749, the king
fent Monac-gee to attack Arandanghi, a fort of ﬁrength and note,
belonging to the lefler Moravar. Monac-gee finding his own force
infufficient, afked affiftance of Tondiman, who ftipulated in return,

the ceffion of Kelli-nelli-cotah and its diftriéts, valued at 300,0cq

3. Whic,h
Of the P\ll ).e

nt with thl;

Were:
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tupeesa year. Arandanghi was reduced, Tondiman took poffeflion of 15

t}'}e d’xﬁné’ts,and preﬂ'cg Monac-gee for the patents of ceffion under the ™
king's feal; but the king difavowed the adt of his general; on which
Monac-gee purloined the ufe of the feal,and ddivcri.d the ’atents th
apparently au?bcnticated, according to his promife. Toerds the e:::

of 1749, Fanjore, as we have feen, was invaded by Murzafa-jing and
C'hundafaheb: the fubfequent wars {ufpended the difpute betv-:/ccbn the
king and the Pf)\ygar, whilft the common danger continued ; but that
Pa{fed, the broil was at this time renewed with inveteracy., Monac-

gee, havmg when difgraced in 1753 taken refuge with Tondiman

{ull b‘orc him good will; working on which, an‘do the king’s tim'xd'm:
captain Calliaud ftopped the hoftilities which were begun, and pr;
vented the renewal of them until the end of September ;, when the
king grown impatient, peremptorily ordered Monac-gee to march: at
the fame time, Tondiman could not be induced to make any ftep to-

wards an accommodation, but faid he {hould defend himfelf. On this,

- Calliaud made preparations at Tritchinopoly, as if he intended to take
the field againft both, which fropped the progrefs of the Tanjorines
for fome days more, when they moved again; but Monac-gee having,.

by the king’s order, demanded affiftance from the littte Moravar, con-

trived to make him withhold his troops; by which, with the pretences
of want of money, and the fear of Calliaud, he protrated his inac-

tivity until the end of December, and then returned to Tanjores

without having done Tondiman any harm. ‘
In the Carnatic, no events tending to hoftilities between the go-

vernments of Madrafs and Pondicherry happened during the reft of

the year after the French troops retreated from before Arielore; but

a tedious and intricate controver{y was maintained between them

concerning fome diftrifts in the neighbourhood of Carangoly and

Outramalore, which the French had taken poffeffion of, withoutany
right they could prove. The difpute, however, after fome ﬂ\m;:i
altercations, was fettled by an agreement to divide the contefte
diftricts equally between the two nations. . . |
‘The French commiffary, Mr. Godeheu, had continued Mr. Bu.ﬂt'ir1
in the management of affairs in the northern parts of thye) De‘c.an,‘ wl'\x& .
the {ame authorities as had been given to him by Mr. ;11) en{\/i m\i.
Bufly remained in the ceded provinces from his arrival at N2

Ffi2 patnam
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prefidency of Bombay not providing for fuch an accident, but fearful 1756
that the letters they might write on this fubjeét would be"mterce ted: ‘1‘5"'
by t.he French, contented themfclves with only fending to Macll)rafs‘
adV}c.es of the arrival of colonel Clive with the troops, without ex-
.Pla_mmg theif' deftination ; however, flender as this information was,
it {erved to tuggeft to fome members of the council the whole exten,t
of the-company’s intentions 3 n confcquenc! of which they formed:

a plan for the conduét of it, which they recommended in the fifongett
terms to-the prefidency of Bombay ; but before thefe letters a\‘r'\:ed,
that prefidency had taken the refolution of employing all their force,
in conjunétion with*Mr. Watfon’s {quadron, againft another enemy,

who had long been formidable to- the Englifh commerce on that fide
of India.

. The Malabmr coaft, from cape Comorin to Surat, is inter{effed by
a great number of rivers, which difembogue into the fea; it 'appears'
that from the earlieft antiquity the inhabitants have had a ftrong pro~
penfity to piracy, and at this day all the du

fferent principalities on the
coaft employ veffels to cruize upon thole o

f all other nations which
they can overpower. The Mogul empire,

when it firft extended its

dominion to the fea in the northern parts of this coaft, appointed an.
admiral called the Sidee, with 2 fleet to prote

& the veflels of their
aahometan fubjedts trading to the gulphs of Araba and Perfia, from:
the Malabar pirates, as well as from the Portugueze. The Morattoes
were at that time in pofieflion of feveral forts between Goa and Bom=

bay, and finding themfelves interrupted in t}j.eir piracies by the Mo-
gul’s admiral, they made war againﬂ: him by 1e§\;lzmd' land. in thiswar
one Conagee Angria raifed himtelf from a private man to be com-
mander in chief ef the Morattoe flcet, and was entruﬁcc.\ with the go-
vernment of Severndroog,onc of their ftrongeft forts, built uponafma\:1
rocky ifland which lies about eight miles to the north of Da:ul, a.mﬁ‘
within cannon ihot of the continent: here Conag.ce reivolte ‘:sxgr,mtr\;)f
the Saha Rajab, or king of the B’[Qi'attocs, and having 1educe§ tg‘:rc& |
the fleet to follow his fortune, hewith thcn:x took and Qeﬁroy \:: b\\ndm;
The Saha Rajah endeavoured to red.ucta hxm. to obec\xc{x;i:ct oyf Sevema-
three forts upon the main land, th‘n.m pc?mt blan}c ofe“/, B
droog; but Conagee took thefe forts likewife, and m @ ¥ i ﬁP
o’ poflefhian
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2 S, toget and country as far back as the moun.

.tains, w'hxfh in fome places are thirty, in others twenty miles from the
fea. His fucceflors, who have all borne the name of Angria, ftrenoth-
ened themielves continually, infomuch that the Morattoes hav'm: no
hopes of reducing them, agreed to a peace on condition that A:gria
f}muld acknowledge th® fovereignty of the Saha Rajah, by payimg him a
fmallannual tribute; but they neverthelets retained a fh'ong animofity
againft him, and determined to avail themfelves of any favourable
opportunity to recover the territories he had wrefted from them,

In the mean time the piracies which Angria’exercifed upon fhips
of all nations indifferently, who did not purchafe his pafies, rendered
him everv day more and more powerful. The land and fea breezes
.on this coaft, as well as on that of Coromandel, blow alternately in the
twenty-four hours, and divide the day; fo that veflels failing along
the coaft are obliged to keep in fight of land, fince the land-winds do

not reach more than forty miles out to fea: there was not a creek,
bay, harbour, or mouth of a river along the coaft of his dominions,
in which he had not erected fortifications and marine receptacles, to
ferve both as a ftation of difcovery, and as a place of refuge to his
vellels ; hence it was as difficult to avoid the encounter of them, as
to take them. His fleet confifted of grabs and galivats, veflels pe-
culiar to the Malabar coaft. The grabs have rarely more than two
matfls, although fome have three; thofe of three are about 300 tons
Dburthen ; but the others are not more than 150: they are built
to draw very little water, being very broad in proportion to their
length, narrowing however from the middle to the end, whtre in-
ftead of bows they havea prow, pr_oje&hig like that of a Medi-
terranean galley, and covered with a ftrong deck level with the
main deck of the veflel, from which, however, it is feparated by a
bulk head which terminates the forecaftle: as this conftruétion fub-
jects the grab to pitch violently when failing againft a head fea, the
deck of the prow is not enclofed with fides as the reft of the veffel is,
but remains bare, that the water which dathes upon it may pafs off
without interruption: on the main deck under the forecaftle are moun-

ted two pieces of cannon of nine or twelve pounders, which point for-
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ketches at the Tame

after the ﬁrﬁ]g

1756. them with 150 picces of cannonj the bomb
e plied their mortars, and within ten minutcs b

{h?ll fe.ll mto one of Angria’s grabs, which fet her on fiye - e};san-’ 3

being faftened together with her, foon thared the fame £ o xe-&

» lefs than an hour this fleet, which had for ﬁf“ty years be at;, a%]d n

of the Malabar coafty was utterly deftroyed. In the m: . o Sror

cannonade and bombardment continued furioufly, and ;lllenm; the

Cl.]emy,S fire ; but the governor, however, did not ’furrendcr ::vche the

night fet in. Intelligence being received from a‘dcferter that ‘;“ t'he

tended to give up the place the next day .

to the Morattogs, col
id _ : one]
Clive landed with the troops; and in order to prevent the N,Ioratto;
from carrying their {cheme i tecuti i
ving ] nto execution, took up his ground be.

ztrvxt)ffel:i :}}:Zf;ll;l;dai;nfoé te.clafj::, I{h:tl l;he morning the admiral fum-
] again, g € would renew the attack, and
give no.qua.rter if it was not delivered op to'him 11 an hour: in an.
fwer to which the governor defired a ceffation of hoftilities until the
next morning, alledging that he only waited for orders from Angria
to comply with the fummons. The cannonade was therefore renesved ’
at four in the afternoon ; and in lefs than ®If an hour the garrifon .
hung out a flag of truce, but neverthelefs they did not frike their
colours, nor confent to admit the Englifh troops; the thips therefore
repeated their fire with more vivacity than ever; and the garrifon,
unable to ftand thﬂmock any longer, called out to the advanced guard
~ of the troops on fhore that they were ready to furrender: upon which
lieutenant-colonel Clive immediately marched up, and took pofleffion
of the fort. It was found that notwithftanding the cannonade had de-
ftroyed moft of the artificial works upon which they fired, the rock
remained a natural and almoft impregnable bulwark; fo that if the
enemy had been endowed with courage fufficient to have maintaincd
the place to extremity, it could only have been taken by regular ap-
proaches on the Jand fide. Thére were found in it 200 pieces of can-
non, fix brafs mortars, and a great quantity of ammunition, and mi-
litary and naval ftores of all kinds: the money and effefts of other
kinds, amounted to 120,000 pounds fterling. All this booty was
divided amongft the captors, without any referve either for the
nation or the company, Befides the veflels which were {et on fire
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abandoned it, and took retuge wrth the heighbourine POlyg
=] af; of

Nattam ; Moodemiah and Nabi Cawn Ca ;
tteck, retired f .
vellz' to the Polygar of Nellitangaville, better known b;ot:e Tini.
of Pulitaver. Al the three only waited for the departure o?a?l:e
e

Englith troops,'to difpute the dominion with M
left to himielf, ith Maphuze Cawn, whep

Amongft other alienations, Moodemiah had fold
Travancore, a range of diftri¢ts extending thirty mile
to Cfp%Coxnorlxl; faud I)’;ng at the foot of the moy
arate lravancore from Tinivelly. .

11'):11 others of lefs defence were _fol}c,i Wiglh:hiofitifc})rfig:.l m’;‘ig{:.h feve-
of Travancore is the moft fouthern divifion of the Malaba:“gdo{?
ending on that fide, as Tinivelly on the eaftern, at Cape C coalt,
It was formerly of {fmall extent, and paid tribute to Magura _Oénorm.
prefent king, through a variety of fuccefles, fome of which ’ha; Lthc
gained againft the Dutf:h, had added to his dominion, all the‘COlmetiu
as far as the boundanes‘ of Cochin; fo that it now extended lzz
m%les along the fea, and inland as far as the mountains leave
thing worth conquering. With the affiftance of a French officer
named Faunoy, the king had difciplined, in the method of Eumpear;
infantry, a body of jo,000 Naires: the people of this denomination, -
are by birth the military tribe .of the Malabar coaft, and affert in thei;
own country even prouder pre-eminences than the Rajpoots, whoin
other parts of India are likewife born with the fame diftin&tion. Be.
{ides thefe Naires, the king maintained 20,000 other foot, of various
arms; but had very few horfe, becaufe little advantage can be derived
from their fervice in his country, which is every where either covered
with hills, or interfected by rivers. The diftri€ts which the k.ing had
purchafed of Moodemiah, were maintained by about 2000 of his irre-
gular foot, who having no enemies to oppofe, were fufficient for the
common guardsand militaryattendance, which in Indoftan always fup-
port.the authority of the government in the collection of the revenues,
But thefe troops on the arrival of the army with colonel Heron at Ti-
nivelly, were 1o terrified by the reports of their exploits, and efpecially
by the fanguinary example in their neighbourhood, at the facking of
Nellicotah, that they abandoned not only their diftricts, but the fort
- ' of

to the King of
s from Calacaq
ntains which fe.

any



Pook V.

Mapbura AND TiNiveLyy,
of Catacad likewife,

which were foon after taken poffeflion of by &
detachment of 300 horfe anq 500 foot, fent 1 '
Tinivelly.  As foon

tangaville, and it was k

1
d Y Maphuze Khan from ™
as the Englith troops re
polys Moodemiah went
to recover the diftrids

tired from before Nelli-
nown that they were recalled to "Tritchino-
to Travancore in ord
time the Pulitaver,

€r to encourage the king
which his troops had

abandoned ; at the {fame
befides letting loofe hi

s. Colleries to plunder,
¥ to move and join the Travancorcs
they fhould arrive.

as foon as
Maphuze Khan recejved ntelligence of thefe
{chemes and preparations, on his return from Nattam and Madura,
and immediately proceeded to Tinivelly.

Befides the 1000 Sepoys belonging to the Company which were
feft with him by colonel Heron, he received 605 more, raifed and
fent to him by the Nabob; but thefe were in no refpett equal to the
company’s, who had been trained in the campaigns of Tri
and Maphuze Khan himfelf, having no military ideas, ex.cept'xpg
that of levying troops, had augmented the force he brc?ught with him
from the Carnatic to 2500 horfe, and 4000 foot. Five hundrf:d of

the horfe, and a thoufand of the foot, were left to defend the cxty_of
Madura and its diftriéts ; but :h.er company’s Sepoys proceeded thl(\i
him to Tinivelly. Before h(_a arrived there, Moodemiah had rc-tume
with 2000 Naires, and the fame numbf;r of other foot, which rthe
king of Travancore-had entrufted to his command. .They ?Acre
'oinc:’-d by. the forces of the Pulitaver near Calacad; where the E.?&YS
JPcationed by Maphuze Khan in thefe parts, a{‘Temblcd, g:,iv-c ; ‘ ;:(,:
nd were routed : three hundred of the Nabob’s Sépoys were 1 e
e ho, to ligchten their flight, threw away their mufkets, whic
achon, wlué)’; d b Dthe Pulitave?’ s people, and regarded by them as a
were o eble )gtlze Immediately after this fuccefs, the enemy in-
ver vawab e . ; ; 1 the fort of Calacad ; but before they could re-
veﬁed'thihf:gtllt':o;ss llof Travancore returned home, pretending they
ce i,
iire recalled by the emergency of o

tchinopoly ;

me dl(;ﬂ(bc\ll.,es mn the“ own
v p v
COUll ’ .

. i the cavalry of
dread of encountering the army, o }rlr'mle e'{g)/[egézzlléxléh went with
, : roaching. iy ey
han, which were approa againft which
Maphuzedlthc };ulitavcr retired to his fort and woods, ag
them, an

Frf Maphuze
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Maphuze Khan prqceeded, and encamped near the for
cou]d’not takc?; b}lt 1n this ﬁ.tuzftion reprefled the incurfion of the Puji
taver’s Colleries into the diftriéts of T nivelly, and content with thi::
advantage, gave out with oftentation that he had fettled the countr
Theie va.un-ts were foon contradi€ted. In the month of Septemb!;.
I\'Ioodcx?nah returned from~ Travancore, with a larger body of trog s’
and again defeated thofe of Calacad, who in this battle fuffered mf,e’
th?.11 in the former; for 200 of their horfe and 500 Sepoys were made
prifoners; and, what aggravated the lofs, it was the time of ha
Fom, and maintanes hch gromnd Mophoee K cores ook polf
lon, g . phuze Khan, neverthelefs, cop.
tinued before the Pulitaver’s place; whofe troops in the month of No.
vember, cut off a detachrgent of two companies of Sepoys which had
been fent to efcort provifions; they were of thofe belongjng te the
company, and the commanders of both were killed. No other mili-
tary events of any confequence happened in thefe parts during the:
reft of the year.
~ The redu¢tion and maintenance of Madura and T inivelly, were
not the only interefts in the {fouthern countries, which perplexed, and.
occupied the attention of the Englifh prefidency. In the month of
June, they were furprized by a quarrel between their own allies the
king of Tanjore and the Polygar Tondiman, which had proceedeq to
hoftilities, before any fufpicions were entertained of the animofity. It
was obvious that this quarrel, if not timely reconciled, would produce:
the. defeétion of one or other of them to the Nabob’s enemies. The
prefidency, therefore, immediately ordered them, in peremptory
terms, to ceafe all military operations ; proftering, however, their
mediation ; and ordered captain Calliaud to enquire into the caufes
of the difpute; who after two journies to Tanjore, and feveral con-
ferences with the king, with Monac-gee, and with Tondiman’s
brother, could only collet the following obfcure account of it; fo
averfe were all parties to tell the truth. In the year 1749, the king
fent Monac-gee to attack Arandanghi, a fort of ftrength and note,
belonging to the lefler Moravar. Monac-gee finding his own force
infufficient, afked affiftance of Tondiman, who ftipulated in return,
the ceffion of Kelli-nelli-cotah and its diftriéts, valued at 300,0ca

t, which .

rveﬁr
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Book X. Tre CarNaTIC 369
tachment, which had fet out on the 19th from Carangoly to attack 1758,
that place, where, immediately after, arrived the two companies of =~
Sepoys from Conjeveram, retreating as foon as Trivatore was re-" October.
duced. The garrifon, now confifting of nine companies, was deemed
almoft fufficient to maintain the fort, until relieved from Madrafs:
and captain Richard Smith was appointed to take the command, and
with him were fent two commiflioned officers, a ferjeant, a cor-
poral, and 12 European gunners, and two ficld-pieces; fo that the
whole number of Europeans, including the ferjeants of the Sepoys,
were thirty chofen men, and captain Smith was ordered to defend
the fort at all events and extremities. On the 25th, the {quadron
commanded by Mr. Pococke anchored in the road, having executed
a fecret commiffton which had detained him all this while to the
fonthward, and had given rife to a variety of erroneous reports and
conjeCtures. The Prefidency on the 2 5th of Auguft had finally re-
folved to recall Major Calliaud from Tritchinopoly, with all the
European foldiers and Coffrees in the garrifon, excepting fuch as
were in the fervice of the artillery, or annexed to the Sepoys. Cal-
liaud, juft as he was ready to march, received intelligence on the
sth of September, that a very large flect of Englith thips were arrived
at Anjengo there; which, although doubtful, required him to fulpend
his departure until more certain advices, which he received on the
15th, and the next day began his march with 180 Europeans and 50
Coffrees, leaving, according to his inftruciions, the command of the
garrifon, in which were now included the zoco Sepoys brought by
Mahomed Iffoof from Tinivelly, to captawn Joteph Smith. The
detachment marching through the Tanjore country met every kind
of affiftance in their way, and on the 23d embarked from Nega-
patam on board the fquadron,which arrived two days afterat Madrafs.
This reinforcement increafed the means of protecting Chinglapet;
and four more field-pieces, with a complement of Lafcars to work
them, were fent thither on the 2d of Odtober.
Mr. Lally at length faw the importance of this place, which, 20
days before, he might have taken by efcalade in open day, and refolved
to march againft it with his wholc rorce as foon as he kad fettled fome
arrangc-
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began to wax fcant, and they were waiting for more which had 1759
been embarked on the 14th from Pondicherry. How-
ever, their fire difabled a twenty -four-pounder on the royal baftion,
and completed the ruin of

dletec ] all the embrafures on the right face of
the ravelin; in which a th

. ; ot from Lally’s penetrated quite through
the merlon : in the night, the enemy attempted to puth their eabions
o

s clofe to the covered way of the n. &. falient angle, from whence
pioneers were fent to overfet them, who rolled {ome into the fea,
and pulled others into the covered-way; this conteft was maintained
at repetitions for three or four hours, and fupported by the hotteft fire
of mufketry, and of grape thot from the north-eaft baftion, and the
fafcine battery on the beach: 70 difcharges were made out of one
of the guns: five Europeans were killed and ten wounded in the
night and day, moft of whom fuficred in thefe attacks : one Sepoy
was likewife killed, and fix wounded: on the 24th, a twenty-four
pounder was difabled on the north-eaft baftion, of which the works
had fcarcely received in the night a repair adequate to the detriment
of the preceding day: but fix of the embrafures in the north ravelin
were reftored; the other three {till remained unfit for fefvice.

At feven in the evening, a party of the enemy, confifting of 50
men, who had waited for the dark, advanced from the neareft
crochet to the ftockade, from which the guard, which confifted only
of 12 men, ran away to the blind before the ~. . baftion; they were
immediately fent back with the addition of a more reiolut'e {erj.eant
and ten grenadiers; but were fcarcely returned, when this fcgeant
was fhot dead through the ftockade ; on which the party ﬁ'opped,
waiting for dire€tions ; and the officer commanding at the. blmd re-
called them ; after which it was thought imprudent to make another
attempt to recover the ftockade, although capable of giving much
annoyance to the enemy’s work. o

At night, a meflenger from Tx.‘xtchl.nopo\y brought a letter
from Captain Jofeph Smith, with intelligence he h;.ad re.ce1'ved
from Angengo. The Prefidency ten days before_ had received advices
from Mr. Pococke, that the fquadron had arrived on the 1oth .of~
December at Bombay, where he found fix of the company’s fhips

and

ma brigantinc January
a .
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thev wrote by the hand of a Topafs, a letter to Anjengo, which i3

the fouthern of the Englifh factories on the coaft of Malab‘ar, re-
e Topafs writing what he thought Englifh,

fting fupplies; but th :
D e that the faétory neither undertood

the letter was fo unintelligible,
from whence or whom it came, nor what they wanted. At length,

Jetters from Mahomed Iffoof procured them credit, which enabled
them to purchafe provifion, and even to get lead and gunpowder
from the fea-coaft in the bay of Tutacorn. It was very fortu'nate,
that the fidelity of the Sepoys in Madura and Palamcotah continued
unthaken; for had either of thefe fortrefles been betrayed, no means
remained of retaking them; and the ceffion of .Madura‘ might have
purchafed Hyderally, the Myfore general, to join t}}e g re'nch,. who
at this very time had an officer of diftinction treating with him at

Seringapatam. o
The repulfe of the French from Madrafs had increafed the danger

of lofing thefe countries, fince the F rench, being no longef under the
neceflity of keeping their whole force collected in one point, might,
ftill leaving fufficient to oppofe the Englith army in the field, detach
the reft to other objets. The partizan Lambert was moving with
his flying troops from Pondicherry to the weftward; and danger
to the city of Madura might accrue even from Huffein Cawn, if
he thould get a body of Myforeans to accompany him from Dindigul.
On thefe confiderations, the Prefidency refolved to fend Mahomed
Iffoof back into thefe countries, and to accept his offer of renting
Madura and Tinivelly together, at the rate of five lacks of rupees
for the enfuing year clear of all charges, excepting what might
arife from the neceffity of defending them either againft the French,
the Myforeans, or Morattees. The Nabob had, ever fince the firft
appointment of NMahomed 1ffoof to conduét the war in thefe coun-
tries, regarded him with fufpicion and averfion, and mfifted that they
thould be left to his own difpofal and controul; aithough he had
not in his whole dependance, a relation or officer of military refolution
and experience {ufficient to maintain them in this time of difficulty.
The French and Englith armies continued almoft in fight of each

other for two and twenty days; the one wifhing to be attacked, in
their
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1759,  killed and wounded in the attack, which lafted three days, and then

D\;;&T::r the polygar made his efcape by night. The fort was i1"11‘06:&1'121!:(:1)'
Furly. razed to the ground, after which the detachment joined the main

body with Mabomed 1{{oof, and the whole proceeding by the way
of Gangadaram, arrived at Tinivelly in the middle of July. They
were fearcely arrived, when Maphuze Khan, whofc mind always
wavered with every change of circumftances, wrote a letter to Ma-
homed Iffoof, offering to quit his allies, and proceed to the Car-
natic; provided he was allowed a fuitable jaghire for his mainte-
nance : IHe even afked a fafeguard to come to Tinivelly. Mahomed
IToof, without authority, affured him that his requefts fhould be
complicd with; and recommended them to the Prefidency, by
whom they were referred to the Nabob.

The midland country, for thirty miles to the north of the town
of Tinivelly, is open and of great cultivation, and, lying between
the eaftern and weftern Polygars, had been the favourite field of
their depredations. The principal ftation from which the eaftern
made their inroads into thefe diftrits was the fort and wood of
Wootamally, fituated 35 miles N. N. w. of Tinivelly. The Poly-
gar, grown rich by eafy plunder, had many colleries, who were
well armed ; and Mahomed Iffoof foon after his arrival at Tinivelly
marched againft him with the greateft part of his force, and in a
few days reduced his fort, in which he placed {fome troops; and f{ta-
tioned a guard of 50 horfe, and fome peons and colleries in a place
called Shorandah, as an intermediate poft. He was no fooner re-
turned to Tinivelly, than a multitude of colleries belonging to the
Pulitaver and Vadgherri furprized the guard at Shorandab, and
etther killed or took all their horfes, with their riders; on which
Mahomed Iffoof detached feven companies of Sepoys, who recover-
ed the poft, and remained in it, in order to prote¢t the adjacent

country.
Equal confufion prevailed in the diftriéts to the fouth of Tinivelly.
i The troops of the Maliaver, or King of Travancore, were making
; incurficns from their wall to feize the harvefts at the foot o
' the hills from Calacad to Cape Comorin. The variety of dif



Book XI. MADURA AND TINIVELLY, 565

t}z;a&ions, V.vhich exifted on every fide, could not be all oppofed at  174g.

the {ame time, unlefs a greater army were embodied than all the Dol
ccember.

revenues of the two provinces could defray. But the King was
S;i}l‘iiﬁ l}l::;terf::rz lf:dezliy; t:e ;he Englith; beca\.nfc the polygar .of Va:-
Cc?llcries to rxll)ake depredaty cn‘tmc-‘?t’ by conttnually employ ing his

: predations 1 his country on the other fide of the
mountains, through the pafs of Shencottah, which lies 1 5 miles to
the fouth of Vadagherri. On this ground of common enmity, Ma-
homed Iffoof opened a negotiation with the king; who confen’ted to
a con.ferencc at the gates of his country near the promontory. They
mect in the end of Auguft, and the interview paffed with much po-
Litenefs and feeming cordiality. The king, at leaft publicly, de-
mangigd nothing, and agreed to defift from hisinroads into the dif:tri&s
of Tinivelly, and to aét with a confiderable force in conjunction with
Mahomed Ifloof againft Vadagherri, and the Pulitaver. On the 3dof Augupt.
September, Mahomed Iffoof {till remaining at the gates of Travan- September
core, was joined by rooo of the king’s Sepoys, armed with heavy
mufkets made in his own eountry, and difciplined, although auk-
wardly, in the European manner; but they were well {upplied
with ftores and ammunition. He then returned to Tinivelly, and
marching from thence with his whole force, in deference to the
king, proceeded dire€tly againft Vadagherr, although 20 miles
beyond Nellitangaville, the refidence of the Pulitaver: when
arrived near Shencottah, he was jomed by an army full as targe
as his own, confifting of 10,000 more of the king’s troops of

various kinds of infantry, who had marched through the pafs. ;-

-

This was perhaps the greateft force that had been affembled
for fome centuries in this country. Vadagherri defended his woods
for a day, in which about 100 men were kilded and wounded on both
fides; but in the night abandoned his fort, and efcaped away to the
Pulitaver at Nellitangaville.
The arrival of fuch a gueft, who, for the firft time, had been re- = 0
duced to fuch diftrefs, frightened the Pulitaver; and {et his cunning
to work to divert the ftorm from himfelf. The repulfe of the Englith
troops at the attack of the pettah at Vandiwath on the 3oth of
Vor. Il 4 C September,
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1769, September, was known ‘in tth country, and was believed, as the
e [French had reprefented 1t, a fignal defeat. Maphuze Khan had re.
Octsber.  ceived letters from Baffaulet Jung and the government of Pond;.
cherry, which encouraged him to think, that they thould very foon
overpower the IEnglith 1n the Carnatic, when he might expeét to
be fubftituted to his brother Mahomed Ally, who was to be
depofed from the Nabobthip. This correfpondence, and thefe ex-
pcQations, the Pulitaver communicated to. the king of Travancore,
and offered, if he would quit the Englith, and join Maphuze Caun
‘againft them, to give him whatfoever diftri€ls in the Tinivelly
country might lic convenient to his own. The King immediately
expofed thetc documents to. Mahomed Iffoof, and ftanding on
his importance, demanded the ceflion of Calacad and the adjacent
diftri¢ts, for which he had fo long contended againft the Nabob’s
government. He faid, that more territory than he claimed had
! already been recovered with his aﬁiﬁance ; that what might
be refufed by one, would be readily given to him by another;
- and that, if he fhould join the Polysars, the Nabob’s anthority
would never be eftablithed in the Tinivelly country. Mahomed
Iioof, whilit perplexed with this dilemma, was informed that
the two eighteen-pounders, with soo mufkets, which had been fent,
according to his requeft, from Madrafs, were loft at fea; and that
the two fix-pounders, although landed, were ftopped by the Dutch
agent at Tutacorin. This mifchance gave greater weight to the
king’s arguments, and greater value to his affiftance; for the force
of Mahomed Ifloof alone was not fufficient to reduce the Pulitaver,
whom all the beft colleries in the country were flocking to defend.
! He therefore furrendered the diftri¢ts which the king demanded;
and the Prefidency approved the ceifion; but the Nabob fufpected-
that it had been promifed by Iffoof at his firft interview with the
king, in order to fecure his future affiftance to his own ambitious
views.
As foon as this agreement was fettled, the Travancores moved
again in conjunction with his troops. On the 6th of November,
they invefted the wood and fort of Eafaltaver, which was one of

the
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the dependencies of the Pulitaver. The Colleries defended the wood
three days, and then abandoned both; and retired to Nellitangavitle.
After this fuccefs, the want of ammunition obliged Mahomed Iffoof
to remain until he received fupplies from Madura, Palamcotah, and
Anjengo. The army of Travancore, to prevent difgufts from dif-
parity of cuftoms, encamped feparately, but in fight of Mahomed
Iffoof’s ; and on the zoth of November,a body of 5 or 6000 Colleries
attacked the camp of the Travancores in open day. Mahomed 1{oof,
on the firft alarm, fent his horfe, and followed with his Sepoys and
other foot ; but the Colleries retreated before they came up, and their
mnimblenefs, with the ruggednefs of the country, rendered the purfuit
of litile avail. “They had killed and wounded 100 of the T'raven-
cores, before they went off. A day or two after this {kirmifh, Ma-
homed Iffoof received three howitzes, with fome ftores, and a fupply
of ammunition from Anjengo ; and the two fix-pounders with their
thot likewife came up from Tutacorin; he then moved with his
allies, and on the 4th of December fet down before Wathinelore, ano-
ther fort dependent on the Pulitaver, much ftronger than any he had,
excepting Nellitangaville, from which it is fituated twenty miles to
the ~. w. and twelve in the fame direétion from Outamaly.
Wathinelore tood within three miles from the great range of
mountains,at the foot of which ran a thick wood, extending twcz mi}es.
into the plain, and within 1300 yards of the weft and fouth fides of
the fort; but turned to amuch greater diftance on the north, and to
the eaft the plain was open, and every where covered with profufé
cultivation. A very extenfive pettah, the refidence of fome thoufand
inhabitants, commenced within forty yards, and cxt.ended 1200 to
the N.E. of the walls: a thick thorn hedge, with barriers, furrounded
both the pettah and the fort. The extent of the fort \yash6 30fby
300 yards: it was of mud, but almoft as hardas bulclfi ; ;]t a h(?“]r
large fquare towers, onc at each angle, and fevera mab er, w1 1fc1
were round, between. Every tower wasa {eparate redow}.l t,fex}c. o ;d
by a parapet, to command within as well as without the fort: the
accefs to the tower was a fteep ramp, only two feet- b;oad, the en-
srance a narrow wicket in the parapet; the curtan hetween the
4C2 towers



I;?O:XHL MApuRrRA avp TINIVELLY.
Di?xc;]ilfrz’l V:E(:hb? them off the ground, and drove them back to ?5
o Na?ta;n ; i the lofs of 50 men killed and wounded. The colleries T2
into the n(;rt heCOU:jagI‘:d by thistencwal of hoftilities, made incurfions December.
the pate with tm 1 ers of Madura, and ftopped the whole road of
o dra«mdmes,\ \{/bxch they felled on cither fide, and with much
vance, thatoa’a g 2:( axhd them acrofs the road with fo much contri-
N oo o 01; gle per ‘fon could not pafs without continual difficulty.
of this year. it t%lreat importance h_ad happened during the courfe
Do 1 ‘(‘0:, f] ; e country of Tinivelly. The commandant, Ma- %
e oof, ‘& ter the repulfe before Wafhinelore in the end of
¢ precu?x}\g year, was from the wantof ba&teringcatinqa no lenger
m a condition to attack the ftronger holds of the polngars‘- am(i3 c%::
tentcd. hlmf?lf, until fupplied, with pofting the oreatefl },)art of hi;
army mn ﬂanons to check the Pulitaver and the ez?ftem polygars; but
remained himfelf with the reft at Tinivelly,watching Catabo?nim:ivue
a‘nd thc.Weﬁern. The departure of Maphuze Kbhan from §c\-
litangaville in the month of January,left the Pulitaver and his ailies
no longer the pretext of oppofing the authority of the Nabob in fup-

port of the rights of his elder brother ; and they deb

| ated whether
they thould treat with Mahomed 1ffoof, or wait the event of Ma-~

phuze Khan’s journey, who th

ey fuppoted would return to them, 1f
not received on his own terms by the Nabob. In this uncertainty,

they formed no vigorous defigns, and employed -their colleries 1n

night robberies, wherever they could elude the frations of Mzhomed

Iffoof ; but attempted nothing in the open ficld or day. Neverthe-
lefs, their depredations were fo ruinous to the cultivation, that Ma-
homed Iffoof thought it worth the expence, to draw off fomc of
their dependants and entertain them in the Company’s fervice,
as beft able to retaliate the fame mifchief on thofe by whom
they had been employed ; and towards the end of A_pr‘x\, feveral
of thefe petty leaders, with their followers, amounting in the whole
to 2000 colleries, joined him at Tinivelly, and faithfully entered on
the duties for which they had engaged. Nothing, however, hike

regular fighting happened until the end of May, when Catabo-

ina o or three thoufand roen, near
minaigue appeared at the head of tw et
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1760. Etiaporum, and ftood the attack of {even companies of Sepoys, drawn
Decone.,  from the limits towards Nellitangaville, by whom they were dif.
perfed, but with little lofs.  In May Mahomed Iffoof received intel-
ligence of the hoftilities commenced by the Myforcans from Dindi-
gul, and the orders of the Prefidency to oppofe them ; in confequence
of which he fent the detachment we have mentioned of 1 500 Sepoys,
300 horfe, and 3000 peons. They were {carcely gone, when a new
and unexpeted alarm arofe in the Tinivelly country. The Dutch
government at the ifland of Ceylon had received a large reinforce-
ment of European troops from Batavia, which aflembled at the port
of Columbo, oppofite to Cape Comorin, from whence a part of them
arrived in the beginning of June at Tutacorin, a Dutch fort on the
continent, 40 miles eaft of Tinivelly. Two hundred Europeans,
with equipments, tents, and field-pieces, immediately encamped,
giving out that they fhould fhortly be reinforced by more than their
own number, and that 4oo other Europeans had left Batavia at the
fame time with themfelves, and were gone to Cochin on the Mala-
bar coaft, in order to join the king of Travancore. The natives
were frightened, and pretended to have difcovered, that the force
they faw was intended to affift the polygars in driving the Englith
out of the country of Tinivelly, and to begin by attacking the town.
Mahomed Iffoof immediately fent to the Dutch chief at Tutacorin,
to demand an explanation; who anfwered, that he thould give none,
A few days after the troops advanced inland, and halted at Alvar
Tinivelly, a town in a very fertile diftrict, fituated 20 miles s, E. ot
Tinively, and the fame diftance s. w. of Tutacorin; and at the
fame time, another body of 200 Europeans landed from Colombo
at Manapar, 20 miles to the s. E. of Alwar Tinivelly. Mahomed
Iffoof had previoufly drawn troops from the eaftern ftations, and
marching with 4000 Sepoys, and fome horfe, appeared in fight of
the Dutch troops at Alvar Tinivelly in the evening of the 18th of
June; who, in the enfuing night, decamped in firict filence, and
marched back to Tutacorin; thofe at Manapar went away thither
likewife in the fame embarkations which brought them ; and no

more was heard of this alarm.

The
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The depredations of the polye
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ars continucd ; but, deprived of 1760.

) anfi hearing how clofely Pondicherry was invefted, Decomrer
e C{l;tuli\«etli no.thmg more: tbe Pulitaver’s colleries were as ufual ‘

¢ mo 'athe in the robberies; and to reprefs them, Mahomed
Iﬁon again {tationed the greateft part of his force towards Nellitan-
gaville, T\'hich m December encamped at the foot of the hills within
three miles of this place, and Mabomed Iffoof joined them from
Tinivelly on the 12th; he had purchated feveral eighteen-pounders
at Tutacorin, and had the two mortars fent to him the year
before from Anjengo, but no fhot or fhells for either, and was

moreover in want of gun-powder and flints, all which he expected
from Tritchinopoly, and, whilft waiting for them, made fuch pre-

parations as the country afforded to attack Nellitangaville in form.
On the 20th of the month, the colleries, with the Pulitaver at
their head, attacked his camp, fallying, as ufual, on all quarters
at once, and perfifted until 100 of them fell; but they killed ten
of Mahomed Iffoof’s men, and wounded {eventy, and fome horfes.

" At this time the Myforeans on the frontiers of Caroor, al-
though profeffing peace, and difavowing the operations of the go-
vernor of Dindigul, did not prohibit their own horfe from foraging in
the diftriéts, of which they had confent

ed that the Englifh fhould col-
le& the revenue until the Prefidency and their king had agreed

concerning the reftitution of the fort. The crop on the grounc! was
plentiful ‘and ready to be cut; and as the renewal of hoftilities
would only aggravate the evil they meant to revenge, Captan
Richard Smith refolved to remain quiet until the harveft was ga-
thered. Such was the ftate of the fouthern countries at the end of
the year.

The confumption of provifions in Pondicherry h

ad ever fince the
month of Auguft exceeded the fapplies received. In November,

when the black inhabitants were turned out, the foldiery were put

to an allowance of a pound of rice a day, with a little meat at an-

tervals. In the beginning of December, Mr. Lally caufed a ftritt
fearch to be made inall the houfes of individuals, and what could be

found
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the mind of the Nabob, whofe joy at the rcduétion of Pélldicllcrl-y,

“although thic arfenal which had forged all the anxicties of his life,

was immediately imbittered by this interruption to the future con-
qucfts he had fo near at heart: and, unwilling to coutinue in the
Carnatic without the cutire predominance of his authority, he retired
as it were n difguft with victory to Tritchinopoly, where he arrived
on the 15th of IFebruary.

Four hundred of the FFrench prifoners were fent to Madrafs, and
the Highlanders, fix companies, with fome artillery-men, and four
companies of Sepoys, marched thither to reinforce the garrifon; 200
were {ent to Tritchinopoly under the efcort of 1co Europeans, and
fome Sepoys. The reft of the prifoners remained in the dungeons
of Pondicherry, until they could be otherwile difpofed of; and 300
Europeans, including the pioneer company, and 30 artillery-men,
with the troop of European horfe, and four companies of Sepoys,
were appointed to garrifon the town. The troops from Bombays,
being 120 of the king’s artillery, and 19o common infantry, belong-
ing to that Prefidency, embarked in two fhips to return thither; the
marines were reftored to the fquadron; the reft of the army went
into cantonments at Cuddalore. ,

The court of France had inftruéted Mr. Lally to deftroy the ma-
ritime pofleflions of the Englith nation in India, which might fall
to their arms. Thefe inftructions had been mtercepted; and, in con-
fequence of them, the court of DireCtors of the Englith Eaft-India
Company had ordered their Prefidencies to retaliate the fame
meafure on the French fettlements, whenever in theéir power. - Ac-
cordingly Mr. Pigot, with the approbation of the council of Madrafs,
refolved to demolith the fortifications of Pondicherry; and as Mr.
Stevens fignified his intention to repair forthwith to Bombay, in
order to refit his {quadron, the demolition was commenced without
delay, left a French armament fhould arrive during their abfence,

and recover the town, whilft the fortifications remained in a condition.
to afford any advantage in maintaining it.
Myr. Stevens failed on the 2 3d of February, withall the fhips,eleven

of the line, and two frigates, They took away 400 of the prifoners
» 0
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As Mr. S l.)a}’:o or fent t(? Europe as opportunities fhould offer, Wt
r. | tevens-mtended to aid, if neceflary, in the attack of Mahé shraary:
the Preﬁdency fent 5o of the co ’

- . mpany’s attillery, and three of their
engineers in the {quadron. -

Mahé s fituated four miles

to the foutly of Tellicherry, The fort
and town ftang no \ > .

A . t far from the beach of the {ca
fide of a fiver, which admits fmall veffols.

the town, and on the two neareft on the fame fide of the river are

. 3
built two fmal] forts, and a much larger, called St. Ceorge, on a hill
on the other fide. The fettlement prefides over all belonging to the
French company o h

n this fide of the peninfula, excepting their fattory
at Surat. Thefe dependencies are five forts to the north of Telli-
cherry, and a factory houfe at Calicut.

‘The five thips from England had landed the troops at Tellicherry *
by the sth of Janvary; but from the length of the paffage to and
fro, the permiffion from Bombay to attack Mahé did not arrive
before the beginning of February; and with it the Prefidency fent
one of their cruizers, anda bomb-ketch to affift; as none of the fhips
had been detained. The delay had given Mr. Louet, the governor
of Mahé, time to make treaties for affiftance withfeveral of the neigh-
bouring chiefs of the country, with whom the fettlement had long
been in commerce; and they promifed and {wore to affift eﬂica‘cmuﬂy
as againft a common enemy. “The a}d was much wanted, for the En-
ropean muilitary, on whom the ftrefs of the defence was to reft, did
not exceed 100, and even they, from the genernl neceflity of the
French company’s affairs, had not recewnd then‘ pay for—feveral
months, and mifled no opportunity of deferting. "The black troops
belonging to the company, were a thoufand. e

The troops at Tellicherry marched out and encamped on c8

imits of Mahé. Their numbers, for the garrnfon
of February on the limits of M - o
took the ficld, amounted to goo Europeans, and 700 natzlx.cs,]irc gt
were commanded by major He&or Monro, who determined to «

1 ' ] fide of the
his firft attack againft Fort St. George, on the hither
river.

> along the {outh
Several hills rife near

7 ' All

P
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All the folicitations of Mr. Louet were of no avail, when his allies

faw the Englifh troops taking the field, and were apprized of their
numbers; they did not fend a man; and before day-break the next
morning, he difpatched a letter to Mr. Hodges, the chief of Telli-
cherry, propofing terms of capitulation, on which Major Monro was
ordered not to commence hoftilities.  Agents fent to explain doubts
and objections, continued going to and fro until the morning of
the 13th, when the capitulation was figned. It was agreed, that
all the European military fhould be tranfported at the expence
of the Englith, either to the ifland of Bourbon, or to Lurope,
and when landed there, to be free. The effells, artillery, and
military ftores, belonging to the [rench company, were to be
furrendered, but the effeéts and pofieffions of individuals were to be
preferved to them entire, without moleftation in the ufe. The free
exercife of the Roman religion was to be permitted as before the
furrender; the priefts on no account were to be vexed, nor the
churches or religious edifices impaired. The forts to the north-
ward of Tellicherry were to be given up on the fame conditions as
Mahé, and the faétory at Calicut was to continue unmolefted under
the ufual. neutrality of that town: ample honours of war were al-
lcwed to the garrifon. Five hundred men under the command of
Major Peers marched into Mahé at noon; and foon after, the garrifon
were efcorted with their honours go Tellicherry. A detachment was
then prepared under the command of Major Monro, to take in the
forts to the northward, which it was fufpe&ted might difpute the
terms of capitulation provided for them. The news of the furrender
of Mahé arrived at Madrafs on the 3d of March.

Captain Stephen Smith, as foon as encamped before Gingee,
{ummoned Macgregor, the commanding officer, who anfwered, that
if he had brought one hundred thoufand men, the forts would not
be reduced in three years. The troops encamped to the eaft op-
pofite to the outward pettah on the plain, which, although it
had a mud wall, was of much lefs defence than the inward. town,
which ftands on higher ground, nearly in the center of the triangu-
Jar vallev, extending between the three mountains. 'The valley

15
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: GINGEE.
is enclofed on the th

: ree fides b o

which have a ditch before thcle,aegg:;:tcin?aii
rost render it unneceffary ; but the wallbcon
tains, and furrounds the three forts, conneQinc
Befides this exterior enclofure, the interior ao

double roun
d the two forts to the eaft; and the great mountain to

the weft, which is the principal fortification, has four enclofures, one

below anogher towards the town in the valley, but of different {paces
and elevations: ‘

with towers of ftone,
fuch parts where the
tinues up the moun-
them with each other.
nd higher defences run

3 and the higheft is a fteep rock in the north-weft
part of Fhe third enclofure above the valley; this far overtops all the
mountains, and in the fort on its fuwnmit, although {mall, is a con-
tinual {pring of water. The extent of wall in all fortifications

meafures move than 12000 yards; to defcnd which the French had
only 150 Euiopeans, topafles, or cofrees, 60o Sepoys, and 1coo
natives of the adjoining hills, whom they called Colleries. But
they fuppoied the forts on the mountains to be impregnable, and that
the town below would not be attempted, becaufe, if taken, the troops.
which were to maintain it, would be continually {ubject to the fire

of the defences above.

The wall on the eaft fide of the valley extends 1200 yards from
the mountain of St. George on the right, to the Enghifh mountain
on the left, and nearly in the middle pafieth along the ﬁfl*c‘ of a
heap of rocks on which the French had raifed a work, which they
called the royal battery; under which on the. right towards the
mountain of St. George ftood a gateway oppolite to th}e‘ﬂout\\:ard‘
pettah in the plain: but the pettah extended only from this moun

tain to the rocks of the battery.

i 1 came every day) ap-
Obfervation and deferters (of whom feveral 2P
prized Captain Smith of the ftatc of the garrifon and defences, and

that the garrifon remained in perfect lecurit
below, as in the forts above. Qn thf: n
nd third of February, he marched trom a
in two divifions, of which the foremoft, 0%
number of {caling ladders,and the others were

tor. They left the north wa

y as well 1n the town.
1oht between the 2d
o . ,‘.
is camp with 600 Scpoys;
200, carried a fufficient
fupport when called

. o left. but pafled
1] of the pettab on the left, )uthpmugh
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Tritchinopoly; but the Sepoys and Coffrees being excellent were

taken into the Company’s fervice.
In the mean time, the detachment from T ellicherry was profe-

cuting the reduétion of the dependencies of Mahd. The firft ;.
called Ifort Delhi, {ituated on the ftrand of a promontory calleg
Mount Delhi, which is a remarkable head-land ten milcs to the
north of Tellicherrv; four miles further on is the mouth of the ri-
ver of Neliferum, which, defcending from the mountains to the eaft,
turns fhort many miles above, and continues parallel to the beach
of the fca, from which it is no where a mile afunder; a mile and 4
half up this river on the left hand, and on the mouth of another,
ftands Ramatilly, which 1s a {mall fort; on the fame fide, five miles

beyond, is the fort of Mattalavy, which ftands ftrong on a rocky
eminence : {even miles farther, on the N. fide of the mouth of ano-

ther river, 1s the fort of Neliferum, which is much larger ; and fix
miles up this river, to the eaft, and on its left thore, ftands the
fifth fort, which is finall;"and called Veramaly. Fort Delhi, Neli-
ferum and Ramatilly were garrifoned by French troops, but the
government of Mahé had delivered up the other two in pledge for
debt to two chiefs of the country, who were determined not to
part with them until compenfated ; and as they equally command-
ed the rivers, which were the channels of traffick, the other three
would be of no fervice, if the two continued in hoftility. Delhi
and Ramatilly furrendered on the firft fummons, but at Mattalavy
were allembled a large body of Naires, whofe bravery is always def-

perate. The two fhips from Pondicherry, which were carrying back

.the Bombay troops, were at this time working up the coaft of Ma-

labar,and had paflfed beyond the river of Neliferum ; and Major Mon-
ro, finding more refiftance than he expected in his expedition, fent
after them for artillery-men and cannon, which came, and two
batteries were erefted againft Mattalavy : but the fettlement of
‘T'ellicherry had in the mean time been negotiating with the two
chiefs who were in poffeflion of Matalavy and Veramally, who
wiented to furrender them on condition of receiving an annual

#B¥ hich for both amounted to 3ooo rupees. As foon as thefe
T wn forts
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forts were delivered, the French oarrifo
exceed 20 Europeans, fubmittedcw
On the gth of April, Ca
from Captain Macgregor,
Gingee, that he would ca
honours of war,
opportunity as
mitted to retire,

. 733
riion at Nchferum, which did not 761
ithdut refiftance. N

ptain Stephen Smith received a propofal Aeril.
who commanded in the great mountain of

pitulate, if his garrifon were allowed the
the rank and file to be fent to Europe by the firlk

prifoners liable to exchange, but the officers per-

neutral fote] with their arms, baggage and effedts, to any of the
ements on the coaft, where they were to be {ubfifted ac-

cording to their ranks at the expence of the Englith company, who

were likewife to defray their paffage to Europe. Three hundred of
the Englith Sepoys had already died in the town, and in the mountain
of St. George, from the peculiar inclemency of the air, which has al-
ways been deemed the moft unhealthy in the Carnatic, infomuch that
the French, who never until lately kept more than 100 Europeans
here, had loft 1200 in the ten years during which it had been in their
poffeffion. Captain Smith, therefore, very readily accepted the terms,
and in the afternoon the garrifons marched out of the two mountains.
They were 12 officers, and 102 rank and file, Europeans, Coffrees,
and Topafles,and 4o Lafcars for the artillery, which were 30 pieces
of cannon and fome mortars. A paffport and fafeguard was allowed,
to a Moor of diftintion, who had long refided in the great mountain,
This day terminated the long contefted hoftilities between the two
rival European powers in Coromandel, and left not a fingle enfign
of the French nation avowed by the a}ltllorlty of its governi\n/le,n{t n
any part of India; for the troops which had gone away to | )for;:,
were hereafter to be regarded asa band of military adven;urcils :-C ;
ine fortune and fubfiftence. In Bengal they had not a fingle ao@
y ; ] ] Surat and Calicut were mere
or reprefentative, and their faltories at L e
trading houfes on (ufferance. Thus after a war of 15 yE@=s

commenced with the expedition of Delabourdonnais againft Madras

in 1746, and had continued from that time with fcarcely the mter-
b

: irpation
miffion of one year, was retaliated thc.fame meafu;e t())f :})i:r% rend;
which had been intended, and invariably purfue g )for s is
councils againft the Englith commerce and power: .

a
Vor. IL. 5 A avews
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1\-1'1}1? deprredations of t%xe polygars continucd ; but, deprived of 1760.
aphuze Khan, and hearing how clofely Pondicherry was invefted, Sromge:

they ventured nothing more: the Pulitaver’s collerics were as ufual
the moft adtive in the robberies; and to reprefs them, Mahomed

lm)f)f again ftationed the greateft part of his force towards Nellitan-

gaville, which in December encamped at the foot of the hills within
threc miles of this place, and Mahomed Iffoof joined them from
‘T'inivelly on the 12th; he had purchaied feveral eighteen-pounders
at Tutacorin, and had the® two mortars fent to him the year
before from Anjengo, but no fhot or fhells for either, and was

moreover in want of gun-powder and flints, all which he expelted
from Tritchinopoly, and, whilft waiting for them, made fuch pre-

parations as the country afforded to attack Nellitangaville in form.
On the 2oth of the month, the colleries, with the Pulitaver at
their head, attacked his camp, fallying, as ufual, on all quarters
at once, and perfifted until 100 of them fell ; but they killed ten
of Mahomed Iffoof’s men, and wounded feventy, and fome horfes.
" At this time the Myforeans on the frontiers of Caroor, al-
though profeffing peace, and difavowing the operations of the go-
vernor of Dindigul, did not prohibit their own horfe from foraging in
the diftriéts, of which they had confented that the Englifh thould col-
le@ the revenue until the Prefidency and their king had agreed
concerning the reftitution of the fort. The crop on the grouné was
plentiful and ready to be cut; and as the renewal of hoftilities
would only aggravate the evil they meant to revenge, Captain
Richard Smith refolved to remain quiet until the harveft was ga-
thered. Such was the ftate of the fouthern countries at the end of
ar. |
thffr}’}fe confumption of provifions n P.ondichefry had ever fince thc?
month of Auguft exceeded the fupplies received. II} November,
when the black inhabitants were turned out, the ‘folchery were put
t0 an allowance of a pound of ricea day, with a little m;at atﬁ‘lf‘;t
tervals. In the beginning of December, Mr. Lally caufed a firic

) Cdiv d what could be
{earch to be made inall the houfes of indiv iduals, and what C ufoun 3
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killed and wounded in the attack, which lafted three days, and then

-~ the polygar made bis efcape by night. The fort was immediately

razed to the ground, after which the detachment joined the main
body with Mabomed Ifioof, and the whole proceeding by the way
of Gangadaram, arrived at Tinivelly in the middle of July. They
were fcarcely arrived, when Maphuze Khan, whole mind always
wavered with every change of circumftances, wrote a letter to Ma-
homed Iffoof, offering to quit his allies, and proceed to the Car-
natic; provided he was allowed a fuitable jaghire for his maintc-
nance : He even afked a fafeguard to come to Tinivelly. Mahomed
Iffoof, without authority, aflured bim that his requefts fhould be
complicd with; and recommended them to the Prefidency, by
whom they were referred to the Nabob. )

The midland country, for thirty miles to the north of the town
of Tinivelly, is open and of great cultivation, and, lying between
the eaftern and weftern Polygars, had been the favourite field of
their depredations. The principal ftation from which the eaftern
made their inroads into thefe diftriCts was the fort and wood of
Wootamally, fituated 35 miles N. N. w. of Tinivelly. The Poly-
gar, grown rich by eafy plunder, had many colleries, who were
well armed ; and Mahomed Iffoof {oon after his arrival at Tinive.lly
marched againft him with the greateft part of his force, and in a
few days reduced his fort, in which he placed fome troops; and fta-
tioned a guard of 50 horfe, and fome peons and colleries in a place
called Shorandah, as an intermediate poft. He was no fooner re-
turned to Tinivelly, than a multitude of colleries belonging to the
Pulitaver and Vadgherri furprized the guard at Shorandab, and
either killed or took all their horfes, with their riders; on which
Mahomed Iffoof detached feven companies of Sepoys, who recover-
ed the poft, and remained in it, in order to prote¢t the adjacent
country.

Equal confufion prevailed in the diftricts to the fouth of Tinivelly.
The troops of the Maliaver, or King of Travancore, were making
incurfions from their wall to feize the harvefts at the foot of
the hills from Calacad to Cape Comorin. The variety of dif-

trations,
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tractions, which exifted on every fide, could not be all oppofcd at

[

1759

the fame time, unlefs a greater army were embodied than all the Dm

revenues of the two provinces could defray. But the king was
the leaft inveterate enemy to the Englith; becaufe the polygar of Va-
dagherri had provoked his refentment, by continually employing his
Colleries to make depredations in his country on the other fide of the
mountains, through the pafs of Shencottah, which lies 15 miles to
the fouth of Vadagherri. On this ground of common enmity, Ma-
homed Iffoof opened a negotiation with the king; who confented to
a conference at the gates of his country near the promontory. They
met in the end of Auguft, and the interview pafled with much po-
litenefs and feeming cordiality. The king, at leaft publicly, de.
manded nothing, and agreed to defift from hisinroads into the diftricts
of Tintvelly, and to ad& with a confiderable force in conjunction with
Mahomed [floof againft Vadagherri, and the Pulitaver. On the 3d of

Augy)

September, Mahomed Iffoof ftill remaining at the gates of Travan. Septemb

core, was joined by 1000 of the king’s Sepoys, armed with heavy
mufkets made in his own eountry, and difciplined, although auk-
wardly, in the European manner; but they were well {upplied
with ftores and ammunition. He then returned to Tinivelly, and
marching from thence with his whole force, in deference to the
king, proceeded direétly againft Vadagherri, although 20 miles
beyond Nellitangaville, the refidence of the Pulitaver: when
arrived near Shencottah, he was joined by an army full as large
as his own, confifting of 10,000 more of the king’s troops of

various kinds of infantry, who had marched through the pafs. r -

This was perhaps the greateft force that had been affembled
for fome centuries in this country. Vadagherri defended his woods
for a day, in which about 100 men were kiled and wounded on both
fides; but in the night abandoned his fort, and efcaped away to the
Pulitaver at Nellitangaville.

The arrival of fuch a gueft, who, for the firft time, had been re-
duced to fuch diftrefs, frightened the Pulitaver; and fet his cunning
to work to divert the ftorm from himfelf. The repulfe of the Englith
troops at the attack of the pettah at Vandiwath on the zoth of

Vor. II. 4 C September,
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“1759. September, was known in the country, and was believed, as the
ﬁ;;g;bgn French had reprefented it, a fignal defeat. Maphuze Khan had re-
Octaber.  ceived letters from Baflaulet Jung and the government of Pondi-
cherry, which encouraged him to think, that they thould very foon
overpower thc Enohfh in the Carnatlc, when he might expet to
be fubftituted to hlS brother Mahomed Ally, who was to be
depofed from the Nabobthip. This correfpondence, and thefe ex-
pectations, the Pulitaver communicated to. the king of Travancore,
and offered, if he would quit the Englith, and join Maphuze Caun
—againft them, to give him whatfoever diftri¢ts in the Tinivelly
country might lie convenient to his own. The King immediately
expofed thete documents to. Mahomed Iffoof, and ftanding on
his importance, demanded the ceffion of Calacad and the adjacent
+ diftri¢ts, for which he had fo long contended againft the Nabob’s
+ government. IHe faid, that more. territory than he claimed had
¢ already been recovered with his affiftance; that what might
be refufed by one, would be readily given to him by another,
~ and' that, if he fhould join the Polysars, the Nabob’s authorisy
would never be eftablithed in the Tinivelly country. Mahomed
Ioof, whilft perplexed with this dilemma, was informed that
the two eighteen-pounders, with 500 mufkets, which had been fent,
according to his requeft, from Madrafs, were loft at fea; and that
the two fix-pounders, although landed, were ftopped by the Dutch
agent at Tutacorin. 'This mifchance gave greater weight to the
king’s ‘arguments, and greater value to his affiftance; for the force
of Mahomed Ifloof alone was not fufficient to reduce the Pulitaver,
whom all the beft colleries in the country were flocking to defend.
He " therefore furrendered the diftri€ts which the king demanded;
and the Prefidency approved the ceifien; but the Nabob fufpected-
that it had been promifed by Ifloof at his firft interview with the
king, in order to fecure his future affiftance to his own ambitious
Views.
As foon as this agreement was fettled, the Travancores moved )
again In conjunc¢tion with his troops. On the 6th of November,

they invefted the wood and fort of Eafaltaver, which was one of
the

r.
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the dependencies of the Pulitaver. The Colleries defended the wood | 759
three days, and then abandoned both; and retired to Nellitangaville. Docernb:
After this fuccefs, the want of ammunition obliged Mahomed Iffoof  Avvemb:
~ to remain until he received fupplies from Madura, Palamcotah, and
Anjengo. The army of Travancore, to prevent difguits from dif-

parity of cuftoms, encamped feparately, but in fight of Nahomed
Iffoof’s ; and on the 2oth of November, a body of 5 or 6000 Colleries
attacked the camp of the Travancores in open dav. Mahomed I{foof,

on the firft alarm, fent his horfe, and followed with his Sepoys and

other foot ; but the Colleries retreated before they came up, and their
nimblenefs, with the ruggednefs of the country, rendered the purfuit

of little avail. - They had killed and wounded 100 of the Traven-
cores, before they went off. A day or two after this {kirmifh, Ma-
homed Iffoof received three howitzes, with fome ftores, and a fupply

of ammunition from Anjengo ; and the two fix-pounders with their

thot likewife came up from Tutacorin; he then moved with his
allies, and on the 4th of December fet down before Wathinelore, ano-
ther fort dependent on the Pulitaver, much {tronger than any he had,
excepting Nellitangaville, from which it is fituated twenty miles to

the N. w. and twelve in the fame diretion from Outamaly. -

Wathinelore ftood within three miles from the great range of

mountains, at the foot of which ran a thick-wood, extending two miles
into the plain, and within 1300 yards of the weft and fouth fides of
the fort; but turned to a much greater diftance on the north, and to
the eaft the plain was open, and every where covered with profufe

cultivation. A very extenfive pettah, the refidence of {fome thoufand
inhabitants, commenced within forty yards, and extended 1200 to
the N.E. of the walls: a thick thorn hedge, with barriers, furrounded
both the pettah and the fort. The extent of the fort was 650 by
300 yards: 1t was of mud, but almoft as hard as brick ; 1t had four
Jarge {quare towers, one at each angle, and feveral {maller, which
were round, between. Every tower was a {eparate redoubt, enclofed
by a parapet, to command within as well as without the fort : the
accefs to the tower was a fteep ramp, only two feet broad, the en-

trance a narrow wicket in the parapet; the curtain between the
4 C2 towers



568

1759-
‘o
December.

THE WAR oF COROMANDEL. Book XI.

towers had no parapet, and was only a rampart floping on both fides
from a bafe of 15 fect to 3 at top; but the flope from within was
much lefs fharp than from without, fo that, if affaulted, the de.
fenders might eafily run up to the top. The parapets of the towers
have circular holes for the ufe of fmall arms, but no openings pre-
pared for cannon, of which there was not a fingle piece in the fort.
This defeription only {uits Walhinelore, for the other forts in the

Madura and Tinivelly countries have parapets with loop-holes to
their ramparts, as well as to their towers; but all are of earth,

excepting Madura and Palamcotah. The Colleries on this fide of
the Tinivelly country, poflefs nothing of the uglinefs or deformity
which generally charaterize the inhabitants of the hills and wilds

of India. They are tall, well-made, and well-featured. Their
arms are lances and pikes, bows and arrows, rockets, and match-
lIocks, but whether with or without other weapons, every man con-
ftantly wears a {word and fhield. In battle, the different arms move

in diftiné&t bodies; but the lancemen are rated the moft eminent,
and lead all attacks. This weapon is 18 feet long; they tie under
the point a tuft of {carlet horfe-hair, and when they attack horfe,
add a {mall bell. Without previous exercife, they aflemble in a deep
column, prefling clofe together, and advance at a long fteady fiep, in
fome degree of time, their lances inclining forward, but aloft, of
which the elafticity and vibration, with the jingle, dazzle and {care
the cavalry; and their approach is fcarcely lefs formiable to in-
fantry not difciplined with fire-arms. The importance of Wafhi-
nelore, and the great force which was come againft it, brought
fome thoufands of Colleries to its relief; but all, excepting 8 or goo
ckofen men allotted to defend the walls, kept in the woods: from
whence every day and night parties fallied, and alarmed or attacked
one or other, and fometimes both the camps ; and greater bodies on
three different days made general attacks on the batteries, of which
thefe continued interruptions retarded the conftrution, infomuch
that they were not finithed until the 26th, 20 days after the arrival

of the armies; but the howitzes had commenced before. The only
efficacious
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efficacious gun was the 18-pounder, which Mahomed 1ffoof had 1759
brought from Madura, for the reft were only 6-pounders and lower; Decent
but from exceflive firing, the 18-pounder burft the day after it was
mounted; and by this time all the ammunition, as well of the bat-
teries as troops, excepting the quantity which prudence required to
be referved for defence, was expended. However, part of the pa-
rapet of the tower fired upon, was beaten down, and Mahomed

Iffoof refolved to ftorm the next day. Many troops of both armies
waitcd on the affault; and as foon as it began, the Pulitaver, with
3000 chofen Colleries, who had marched in the night from Nelli-
tangaville, ifflued from the wood and fell upon the camp of Mahomed
Iﬁbof drove away the troops that guarded it, and began to commit
every kind of deftruétion. Mahomed Iffoof mﬁantly fent back a
large body to repu]fe them, and continued the affault; but the gar-
r1fon within received double animation from the Pulitaver’s fuccefs,
which was announced to them by the ufual war-cry and the found-
1ng of their conchs. All the other Colleries colle@ed in the woods
appeared likewife, as if on the fame notice, and in different bands
attacked the troops at the batteries, and at the foot of the breach;

and although continually repulfed, continually rallied, and with the

refolution of the garrifon faved the fort until the evening, and then

waited in the woods to interrupt the renewal of the affault in the
night; but {o much of the referved ammunition had been expended in
the day that Mahomed Iffoof deemed it dangerous to remain any
longer before the fort, and drew oft his artillery. Two hundred of his
troops and of the Travancores were killed, but more of the enemy.
The next day he moved to a diftance, and difmiffed the Travancores,
who proceeded through the pafs of Shencotty to their own country,

. and Mahomed Iffoof returned with his own troops, and thofe lent
" him by Tondiman and the Moravers, to the town of Tinivelly.

END of the ELEVENTH Book.
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they arrived at Chittapett, when intelligence was received from
;. Stephen Smith, that he had got poffeffion of the pettah of Tri-
nomaly ; but that the troops in the fort feemed refolved ¢o hold
out. The pettah could not be maintained without the fort; and the
pofleffion of the fort was at this jun&ture of much confequence, as jts
detachments might harafs and interrupt convoys of provifions
coming from the country in tbe rear of the army, when advanceq
to the fouthward. Colonel Coote therefore reinforced Stephen Smith
with two twelve-pounders, and 50 Europeans, who were French
deferters lately incorporated into a company under the command
of one of their own ferjeants; they were called the French Volun-
teers, and were intended to be employed on hazardous fervices ; but
this did not prove one ; for, although the guns could not breach,
the garrifon offered on the 29th to give up the fort, if they were
permitted to march out free whither they pleafed, with their arms
and baggage ; their terms were accepted : they were 250 Sepoys,
and left fix pieces of cannon, and a confiderable quantity of ammu.
nition, in the fort. Of the Lnglith detachment, one of the volun.
teers and a Lafcar were killed, and a Sepoy wounded, during the
attack.

On the 23d, Rear-Admiral Cornith arrived at Madrafs, with fix
thips of the line. They were the {quadron which had failed under
his command from England, and met Mr. Pococke, with his fhips,
off Pondicherry in O&ober, whom they accompanied to Tellicherry :
from whence they failed again for the coaft of Coromandel on the
1 5th of December, whilft Mr. Pococke, with his own, was proceed-
ing to Bombay. Contrary winds and currents had retarded their paf-
fages from one coaft to the other. The crews had received very
little refrethment from land ever fince they left England about this
fime in the preceding year, and many were down with the fcurvy.

The army marched from Chittapett on the 26th, ftriking acrofs
the country to the s. . On the 29th in the forenoon they arrived
and halted at Tondivanum, a town of much refort, at which meet
the high roads leading from Chittapett, Vandivath, Outramalore,

and Carangoly, towards Pondicherry, from which place it is 30
o miles
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tirely fecret amongf(t themfelves, objecting more efpecially to the 7¢
monthly fum which the Myforeans were to receive as pay, to difz =
charge which no money exifted; and that the territories ceded to them
were of much more value than the indefinite {ervices they were likely
to perform. Neverthelefs this clandeftine difapprobation was unwor-

thy theiroffice, being calculated to exempt themfelves from blame,and

to exaggerate it on Mr. Lally, if affairs thould better with the alfift-
ance of the Myforeans; at the fame timethe apparent fan&ion evinced
that the council faw no immediate means fo likely to ftop the progrefs
of the Englith fucceffes, which had taken every thing abroad but
Thiagar and Gingee, and were at this inftant menacing. the capital,
Pondicherry: fo that had the council meant fincerely, they only pro-
muifed the half of what they had loft, or never poflefled, to obtain the
only chance of gaining the other half, perhaps of preferving what
remained. The treaty was figned on the 27th, and on the 28th at
night all the Myforeans went away, promifing to return very foon
with their whole force, and abundance of provifions. The next day
the French army retreated from Perimbé to the bound-hedge.

In this interval, the fquadron had been joined by two thips of the
line from England, the Norfolk of 74, and the Panther of 64 guns,
which anchored at Cuddalore on the 15th; and a few days after one
of the Company’s fhips arrived from Tellicherry on the Malabar
coaft, with a detachment of 10o Europeans, and 122 Topaffles,
fent from that fettlement by order from Bombay. This, with the
detachment of artillery which arrived a little before, would have been
a great reinforcement at any time, but was at this junture more
efpecially feafonable; and thefe exertions did honour to the councils
of that Prefidency, which had hitherto been very cautious of parting
with any part of 1ts force. . i

Onthe 3oth,theday after the French army returned to their bounds,
Colonel Coote detached the remainder of the huffars, who were 20,
500 black horfe, 50 European infantry, and four companies of Sepoys,
to Major More, that he might be ftrong enough to encounter the
whole body of the Mpyforeans in their approach to Pondicherry.

‘This officer had been joined at Tricalore on the 24th, by Kifina-
Tow,
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e 725
s :r;n.g this difeuflion, Colonel Coote detached eight companies 1561.
: poys, unc.ler the command of Captain Stephen Smith, to inveft N
the forts of Gingee; and a

the « : \nd a convoy of military {tores were fent from January.
¢ camp to Major Prefton, who was continuine the blockade of
I hiagar. =

fary repof. auefted and expedled that the army, afte the nscet.
whom Lo \:rifhed 0“- N ;npatzy f‘1m againft fuch chiefs :m.d feudatories,
i - X _‘a ' pretenfions to call to account, Cl.thC‘I‘ for con-
mpts of his authority, or for tributes unfettled, or withheld, He
Lad not forgiven the rebellion of his half-brother Nazeabulla of
Nelore. His indignation had never ceafed againft Mortizally, the
Kellidar of Velore, who, as well as the threc greater Polygars te
the north, and of Arielore, and Woriorepollam to the fouth, were

{ufpected of hidden treafures; ftill more the greater and lefler Mora-

vars; and the king of Tanjore, wealthier than all, fcarcely con-
fidered the Nabob as his fuperior.

But the Prefidency had other attentions to regard; their treafury
and credit was exhaufted in the reduction of Pondicherry; the care
of 2500 French prifoners required ftrong guards and no little ex-
pence. Bengal was engaged in hoftilities, wanted troops, and could
fend no money. Bombay had extended its military concerns by the
acquifition of the caftle of Surat in the beginning of the year 1759,
which had induced the neceffity of other important attentions in that
part of the continent; and they were at this time earneftly requeft-
ing the return of all the troops the_y.had {fent to'Coromandel. The
factory at Tellichery likewife advifed, that th.ey mtenc.led to ﬁog the
troops which were juft arrived and expeé’fed in thF fhips from Eng-
tand, and waited only the orders of Fhen' fuperiors at Bombay to
attack the French fettlement at Mahe,in which{ervice they req}ieﬁed
what affiftance could be {pared from Coromandel. It was {EJ \111;}-\
certain what was become of the French qu.la.dron; fthe fng :
{quadron wanted their marines, and were enjoined :}11 Fcrf:'t ,elwcz
from England, 1n which Madrafs was to affift. .T ¢ ;i;tizwix r; a:r-
confiderations appeared to the Preﬁd.ency of more 1mmch. . ﬁvgned
tance than the indulgence of the trinmphal notions whic

th
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All the folicitations of Mr. Louet were of no avail, when his allics
faw the Englith troops taking the field, and were apprized of their
numbers; they did not fend a man; and before day-break the next
morning, he difpatched a letter to Mr. Hodges, the chief of Telli-
cherry, propofing terms of capitulation, on which Major Monro was
ordered not to commence hoftilities. Agents fent to explain doubts
and objeétions, continued gomng to and fro until the moming’of
the 13th, when the capitulation was figned. It was agreed, that
all the Kuropean military fhould be tranfported at the expeince
of the Englith, either to the ifland of Bourbon, or to Europe,
and when landed there, to be free. The effelts, artillery, and
military ftores, belonging to the French company, were to be
furrendered, but the efteéts and pofleffions of individuals were to be
preferved to them entire, without moleftation in the ufe. The free
exercife of the Roman religion was to be permitted as before the
furrender; the priefts on no account were to be vexed, nor the
churches or religious edifices impaired. The forts to the north-
ward of Tellicherry were to be given up on the fame conditions as
Mahé, and the faétory at Calicut was to continue unmolefted under
the ufual. neutrality of that town: ample honours of war were al-
lcwed to the garrifon. Five hundred men under the command of
Major Peers marched into M ahé at noon; and {oon after, the garrifon
were efcorted with their honours o Teellicherry. A detachment’ was
then prepared under the command of Major Mouro, to take in the
forts to the northward, which it was {fufpeted might difpute the
terms of capitulation provided for them. The news of the furrender
of Mah¢ arrived at Madrafs on the 3d of March.

Captain Stephen Smith, as foon as encamped before Gingee,
fummoned Macgregor, the commanding officer, who anfwered, that
if he had brought one hundred thoufand men, the forts would not
be reduced in three years. The troops encamped to the eaft op-
pofite to the outward pettah on the plain, which, although 1t
had a mud wall, was of much lefs defence than the inward. town,.

which ftands on higher ground, nearly in the center of the triangu-

lar valley, extending between the three mountains. The valley

15
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Iritchinopoly; but the Sepoys and Coffrees being excellent were

taken into the Company’s f{ervice.
In the mean time, the detachment from Tellicherry was profe.-

cuting the reduétion of the dependencies of Mahé. The firft i
called Fort Delhi, fituated on the ftrand of a promontory called
Mount Delhi, which is a remarkable head-land ten miles to the
north of Tellicherrv; four miles further on is the mouth of the ri-
ver of Neliferum, which, defcending from the mountains to the eaft,
turns {hort many miles above, and continues parallel to the beach
of the fca, tfrom which it is no where a mile afunder; a mile and «
half up this river on the left hand, and on the mouth of another,
ftands Ramatilly, which 1s a fmall fort; on the fame fide, five miles

beyond, 1s the fort of Mattalavy, which ftands {trong on a rocky
eminence : feven miles farther, on the N. fide of the mouth of ano-

ther river, is the fort of Neliferum, which is much larger ; and fix
miles up this river, to the eaft, and on its left fhore, ftands the
fifth fort, which is fmall;'and called Veramaly. Fort Delhi, Neli-
ferum and Ramatilly were garrifoned by French troops, but the
government of Mahé had delivered up the other two in pledge for
debt to two chiefs of the country, who were determined not to
part with them until compenfated ; and as they equally command-
ed the rivers, which were the channels of traffick, the other three
would be of no fervice, if the two continued in hoftility. Delhi
and Ramatilly furrendered on the firft fummons, but at Mattalavy
were aflembled a large body of Naires, whofe bravery is always def-

perate. The two fhips from Pondicherry, which were carrying back

.the Bombay troops, were at this time working up the coaft of Ma-

labar,and had paflfed beyond the river of Neliferum; and-Major Mon-
ro, finding more refiftance than he expeéted 1n his expedition, fent
after them for artillery-men and cannon, which came, and two
batteries were erefted againft Mattalavy : but the fettlement of
‘Tellicherry had in the mean time been negotiating with the two
chiefs who were in pofleflion of Matalavy and Veramally, who
wznted to furrender them on condition of receiving an annual

@8 Lich for both amounted to 3000 rupees. As foon as thefe
o forts
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1756. judged that it would be deftruétion to no purpofe to.have attempreq

an efcalade againft fuch fuperior numbers as were n the cigy , for
even the Colleries fight well behind walls, The day after his artivg)
fome cavalry advanced near his poft, but were driven back by a fory
difcharges from the field-pieces, with the lofs of two men.  §y;
mithes of this kind pafled every day after, and on fome witheye an
Iofs on cither fide.  On the 13th of September the renter MOOdilcc
arrived in the camp with two companies of Scl)o'ys, which hag
efcorted him from Tritchinopoly through the countries of the twg
Moravars, and the next day he continued his journey towargg
Tinivelly.

The Pulitaver, Catabominaigue, and the othcr‘ Polyg;fs of Tig;.
velly, took time to confider how they fhould aét in conlequence of
the revolution at Madura, and the Jemautdars there, not finding thep,
fo ready to join as they had expelted, began to think of preferviy
fome openings to a reconciliation with the prefidency.. Accog‘dillgly
they wrote letters apologizing for the revolt, and afcribed it intirely
to their neceflities for want of pay: and lowered their demands to
400,000 rupecs. All the force which could be fpared from the Imme.
diate fervice of the Carnatic being at this time required for the recq.
very of the Company’s fettlements in BcngE}I, the prefidency em.
powered Captain Calliaud at Tritchinopoly either to treat with th,
Jemautdars, or to employ fuch other means as he thould judge ex.
pedient to recover Madura. On this authority Captain Calliaud fep;
his interpreter from Tritchinopoly to Maphuze Cawn, who, in the
very firft conference, unable to keep his temper, avowed that he
thought himfelf very ill ufed by the appointment of another renter,
and that he would never give up Madura until the Tinivelly coun.
tries were granted to him upon the fame terms as they had been let
to Moodilee. The interpreter feeing no likelihood of accommodation
with bim, tried with the Jemautdars, offering to pay 50,000 rupees
immediately, although he had brought no money, and i 50,000
more after they thould have evacuated the city. The Jemautdars
agreed to thefe terras, and went to Mahomed Iffoof’s camp in order

to obtain his confirmation, who not thinking himfelf fufﬁcientlj
authonifed,
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1756. judged that it would be deftruétion to no purpole to have attempted’

an efcalade againft fucthuperior numbers as were 1n the city ; for
even the Colleries fight well behind walls. The day after his arriva]
fome cavalry advanced near his poft, but were driven back by a foy,
difcharges from the field-pieces, with the lofs of two men. Skir.
mifhes of this kind pafled every day after, and on fome without any
- lofs on either fide.  On the 13th of September the renter Moodik:c
arrived in the camp with two companies of Sepoys, which hag
efcorted him from Tritchinopoly through the countries of the two
Moravars, and the next day he continued his journey towardg
Tinivelly. —

The Pulitaver, Catabominaigue, and the other Polyggrs of Tini.
velly, took time to confider how they fhould a&t in conlequence of
the revolution at Madura, and the Jemautdars there, not finding them
fo ready to join as they had expefted, began to think of preferving
fome openings to a reconciliation with the prefidency.. Accordingly
they wrote letters apologizing for the revolt, and afcribed it intirely
to their neceflities for want of pay: and lowered their demands to
400,000 rupees. All the force which could be {pared from the imme-
diate fervice of the Carnatic being at this time required for the reco-
very of ‘the Company’s {ettlements in Bengal, the prefidency em-
powered Captain Calliaud at Tritchinopoly either to treat with the
Jemautdars, or to employ fuch other means as he thould judge ex-
pedient to recover Madura. On this authority Captain Calliaud fent
his interprctér trom Tritchinopoly to Maphuze Cawn, who, in the
very firft conference, unable to keep his temper, avowed that he
thought himiclf very ill ufed by the appointment of another renter,
and that he would never give up Madura until the Tinivelly coun-
tries were granted to him upon the fame terms as they had been let
to Moodilee. The interpreter {feeing no likelihood of accommodation
with him, tried with the Jemautdars, offering to pay 50,000 rupees
immediately, although he had brought no money, and 150,000
more after they fhould have evacuated the city. The Jemautdars
agreed to thefe terms, and went to Mahomed Iffoof’s camp 1n order
to obtain his confirmation, who not thinking himfelf fufficiently

: authorifed,,
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authorifed, advifed them to wait, without departi

, 2 ng from the agrce-
ment, until it couvld be ratified by Captain Galliau; e

but added asan
A at Maphuze Cawn and Berkatoolah fhould
be delivered up with the city. “To this likewife the Jemautdars
feemed to have no objeétion ; on which orders were d )

Moodilee to fend money and bills for the amount of the agreement
. AT e . ‘o
without delay from Tinivelly. Thefe vatious negotiations and cor-

refpondences employed 30 days, during which feveral events hap-
pened which contributed to change the ftate of affairs,

The family of Moodilee by their occupation of reuting the coun-
tries, had formed conneétions with moft of the Polygars dependant
on Tinivelly, moreefpecially with the Pulitaveraud Catabominaiguc;
and on his invitations the Pulitaver and feveral others met him on
the road. Catabominaigue and others fent their agents; all came, a3
ufual, with confiderable retinues, and in the midft of this multitude
Moodilee entered the town of Tinivelly on the 27th of September,
and proclaimed his .corpmiffion. But the Colleries of the Polygars,
whom no confideration can reftrain from thieving

g, committed night
robberies in the town and adjacent villages. Several of them were

taken and punifhed by the Company’s Sepoys ; on which others
frole the effefts of the Sepoys themfclves, who, irritated as much by
the infult as the lofs, transferred their refentment on Moodilee, be-
caufe he fuffered the Polygars to remain in the town, and continued
to treat them with civility. At the fame time the troops of Travan-
core renewed their incurfions into the diftriéts about Calacad; and
Nabey Cawn Catteck, who had concealed himfelf ever fince the de-
feat in which Moodemiah was killed, now appeared again, made

indifpenfible condition th

ifpatched to

overtures of reconciliation to Maphuze Cawn, which were accepted;

and having enlifted 400 of the horfe, which Maphuze Cawn had
difbanded, kept traverfing the country between Madura and Tinivelly.
Thele difturbances, and the diffention between the renter Moodilee
and the Company’s Sepoys, had already deterred the bankers from
furnithing him with the fums neceflary for the commencement of
his own bufinefs, at the time that he was called upon to fupply

the

10

. 1756
! ¢ ! 3 to which ¢ ~—~
confented. - Captain Calliaud approved of the terms,, hey
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1756, the money for the payment of the Jemautdars ;i} ilziﬂggra. ‘All he
-~ could difpatch immediatcly was 20,000 rupecs, pped on the
road from an apprehenflon of being intercepted by Nabcy Cawn
Catteck : and it was fome days before he could obtain authentic

mount required.

bills of exchange for the a1 : ’
Mean while the Jemautdars having the power 18 themfelves, haq

taken no pains to conceal their negotiation from Nlap.huzg Cawn ang
Berkatoolah, who, having no other means to overfet it, employed in-
trigue. There was, among the Jemautdars, one named Scer panl’
a man of art and {pirit, attached to Berkatoolah ; he had hitherto
gone with the reft, with the view alone of leading therr.l back, when-
foever the opportunity thould offer. No moncy Comihg on feveral
days in which it was expeéted, Seer Cawn fuggefted to his comrades,
that the interpreter had amufed them with the negotiation in order
to cover fome other defign, perhaps the furprife of the city, by
Mahomed Iffoof’s troops at Secunder Maly 3 and advifed them to
think of a reconciliation with their friends rather than truft any
further to thofe whofe views they did not know. Maphuze Cawn
and Berkatoolah improved the effeéts of thefe {uggeftions by lavith
promites, which prevailed, and immediately after the reconciliation
500 horfe marched to join thofe with Nabey Cawn Catteck.
Notwithftanding this change, the interpreter ftill remained in the
city with hopes of renewing the negotiation, on which Captain Cal-
liaud refolved to go to Nattam himfelf, to be nearer at hand to give
the neceffary inftruétions ; and, warned by the late difappointment,
he took with him from Tritchinopoly an agent belonging to the
houfe of Buckanjee, the principal firoff or banker in the Decan,
whofe word was every where efteemed as ready money. Arriving
at Nattam on the 25th of O¢tober, he was met there by the mter-
preter, and an officer lately fent by the Nabob from Arcot to treat
with the Jemautdars. The officer reprefented that neither Maphuze
Cawn nor Berkatoolah were in reality averfe to an accommodation,
but infifted that the prefidency fhould give their guarantee for the
terms, fince neither of them would truft the Nabob : that Berka-

toolah, who was rich, required only protection for his perfon, family,,
«n
and,
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On this iuform;glo‘;}ﬂézﬁagg\z?&: g;-z;,m.on ad
propofal of paying the Jemautdarsx Car:dc ‘iln(t;l‘
Maphu.ze Cawn and Berkatoolah - ’but inil )ﬁe lg
thould immediately accompany him to Trl't i(‘

fatisfied, and Maphuze Cawn made .l - mop Qb" B.Oth feemeq
proceed to Nattam the next day bu[t)rteh;?al :thl\S as if he intended to
of the monfoon, with fuch fe’vere anzls teamy b;f(;\\ll%}‘;t on the change
nothing could ftir abroad. The fort of Nattagx had 150‘;:2111}1&, t}xat
the fky, and the rains holding without intermiffion Cit:ff\gamﬁ
li:cmd apprehenfive that the roads might become impa{{"ablep 2:3 Eal-
him longer than he ought in prudence to remain out of his crarri?j .
left Nattam the next day, and reached Tritchinopoly on the "otl;x’
where a day or two after came the mterpreter, the Nahob's of?icer,
and a Jemautdar fent by Maphuze Cawn, to explain his own de.
mands. Hc requefted to be placed in the government of diftridts
any where in the Carnatic, from which he might appropriate 2oo,oo<;
rupees 2 year for his own maintenance; and alleging that he had
been obliged to fell every thing he had, to fatisfy in part the demands
of his troops, he afked, but without infifting, for 20,000 rﬁpees to
furnith himftelf again with neceflaries. Captain Calliaud difmiffed
the Jemautdar with aflurances, that thefe terms thould be complied
with, and fet out himfelf for Madrafs, in order to obtain the con-
firmation of the prefidency, and to explain to them the general ftate
of affairs in the fouthern countries.

At this time the expedition to Bengal had carried away one half of
the Englith force in the Carnatic, and telligence of the declaration
of war with France increafed the neceffity of every caution : in con-
fequence of which Captain Calliaud on the fecond day of his jour-
ney met Jetters from the prefidency, with pofitive orders not to quit
his garrifon without their exprefs permiffion ; on which he imme-
diately returned to Tritchinopoly.

Mean while, the diffention between the Company’s Sepoys and
their renter at Timvelly had encreafed, and had produced ev.il con-
fcquences. Moodilee by his contract was only obliged to furnith the

Vor. 1L pay

I‘:NxngLy_

equate to Ly rank
PTELer to renew 0 -
ed his own word tq
that Maphuze Cawn



112

Tue Wan oF COROMANDEL. Book Vv,

1756. payof the Sepoys employed by himfelf ; but Mahomed Iffoof, by

=~ wrong interpretation, imagined that Moodilee was obliged to maig.
o

tain the whole number wherefoever employed; and I}T:OYCOVCY to dif.
charge the arrears of their pay, o'f which two months were due o
his a?'rival in the country. In conieque.nce (.)f' 4thls miftake, Jemay).
fahab, who commanded the Sepoys in Tl_mvelly, demfinded the
amount, and on Moodilee’s refuﬁng to pay it, conﬁged})hx;n “,nder a
guard for feveral days; dur.ing which he (?rdered the ;1 1ftax er ang
the other Polygars to quit the town, with threatsQ evere py.
nifhment if they remained any longer. They df:parted immediately
but inftead of returning to their homes, the Puhta.vcr went to Nabey
Cawn Catteck and offered him his affiftance, both in men ax.ld money,
and by their united reprefentations, Catabominai gue was induced o
join their league. At the fame time the troops of rravar.lco-re kept
their ground, and continued their depredations in the d.lﬁn&s.de_
pendant on Calacad. The hopes of the advantages which might
be derived from thefe confufions, were much more agreeable to the
difpofition of Berkatoolah, than the ﬁlcce.fs of hi.s negotiation with
the Englith, by which he was to obtain nothing more than the
pardon of his offences ; and in the middle of November, as foon g4
the ground was fufficiently dry, to march, he went from the city,
and put himfelf at the head of the 5oo horfe, which had gone ot
before, and were now joined to thofe of Nabey Cawn Catteck, and
the troops of the Polygars. The whole force amounted to 10000
men, of which 1ooo were horfe. T hey were aflembled about 40
mules to the {outh of Madura, and inftead of proceeding dire@ly to
the fouth, in the open country, ftruck to the eaft into the diftrifts
of Catabominaigue, a part of whofe woods extend within a few
miles of the town of Tinivelly. Hiuing from thence at night before
their approach was known, they entered the town at day-break
by feveral avenues, which werc weakly guarded : for Moodilee a few
days before had marched with the greateft part of the Sepoys and his
other force, about twenty miles to the fouth-eaft, in order to pro-
tect the diftrifts of Alwar Tinivelly, againft which he had been led
to believe the enemy defigned to bend their attack, The enemy re-

mained
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mained two days in Tinivelly, plundered much, but committeq
cruelties; and during this delay, Moodiles regained the forlt cf N N
thOIﬂha which ftands on the other fide of the river aboutot}f)a-
miles from the town. The fort is fpacious, but the ramparts Wrce

in ruins, neverthelefs capable of refifting an enemv, which ;:;fl
no battering cannon. Matchlocks and mufketry were fired without
any mifchief for two days, during which the caval

country round. Mahomed Iffoof, who fhill continuelg z:ta\é:ccr’i(rlxdte}ie.
maly, before Madura, received no certain intelligence of the enemy’s
defign until four days after they were in motion ; he immediately
ftruck his camp and proceeded towards Tinivelly, and they hearing
of his approach colle¢ted all their parties and advanced to sive him
battle. The two armies met on the 1t of December at Ganiadoram
about twenty miles north of Tinivelly. The inferiority ofbnumber;
was much more than compenfated by fuperior {kill ; the Company’s
Sepoys faced the enemny on every fide with advantage of fituation and
difcipline, and the field-pieces were fired with much execution
aga.inﬁ the cavalry, whofe fortunes depending on the prefervation of
their horfes, they quitted the conteft and the field. The next day
Mahomed Iffoof proceededto Tinivelly, and from thence marched into
the defolated difiriéls, in order to give heart to the inhabitants, and
recall them to their occupations. The Polygars returned to their
woods, and Berkatoolah with his cavalry to Madura; but Nakey
Cawn Catteck went to Chevelpetore, and not having means to attack
the fort, in which were fome Sepoys, attempted to efcalade the
pagoda in the town ; on which one of the Bramins went to the top
of the high tower over the gateway, and after a thort bat loud prayer
of execration, threw himielf headlong to the pavement, which
dathed out his brains; the enemy, although Mahomedans, were fo
much afraid of incurring the general detettation of the country, if
their attempts againft the pagoda thoyld incite any more aéts of fuch
enthufiaftic devotion, that they immediately retreated out of the town.
Whiift Captain Calliaud was in expettation of a conclufive anfwer
from Maphuze Cawn’s agent, he received ntelligence of the new
confederacy, and their operations, and of Berkatoolah’s departure
P2 from
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T HE prefidency of Madrafs received no intellio

: €nce concerning 1 -

the fuccefs of the armament to Bene > 5 1757
al A
gal, before the 1gth of Feb;“"”y.

Fe!:fruary, between which day and the 22d, advices arrived, by
various veflels, of the re-capture of Calcutta, the attack of the
Nabob’s camp, and of the treaty made with him on the T 1th of that

month, in which conjunéture Colonel Clive gave hopes that he thould
foon return with a great part of the troops. On the 21t Admiral
Pocock arrived, as we have faid, from Vizagapatam, landed the re-

maining foldit.:rs of the Cfimpally’s- troops, received 100, the fame
number of failors, and failed the next day to rejoin the {quadron'in
Bengal.

According to the principle adopted on the departure of the arma-
ment, the prefidency had continued to avoid all hoftilities in the
Carnatic ; but the failure of Lieutenant Rumbold’s negotiation with
the Jemautdars of Madura, in November, raifed no improbable ap-
prehenfions, that the influence of the government of Pondicherry
would, if it had notalready, f{oon infinuatce itfelf into their councils,
unlels immediately interrupted by {ome exertion; and the dangerous
confequences which would enfue, determined the prefidency to
revoke the reftraint they had laid on Captain Calliaud not to en-
gage in any military operations from Tritchinopoly ; and in the end
of the year, they allowed him to employ fuch means as he fhould
think expcdient, for the reduction of Madura, and permitted him
to command the expedition in perfon; they hkewilc fent %;ver_al

Cl:aCCrs,
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§7. officers, with fome ftores and ammunition, which the
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P . . garrif;
b, Tritchinopoly could not.fparc without diminithing its o on of

- . wa Comple.
ments: they went by fea to Devicotah, from whence they wer
proceed through the T'anjore country. cto

Captain Calliaud, whilft waiting for thefe fupplics, went to Ta
jore, as wc.ell to obtain troops from the King, as to make he;:
between him and Tondiman; for Monacjee in' the beginnin, 0(;.
the year had taken the fort of Ki//anelly, which had been fo 1°0n~r
the object of contention between them; but found the difference
as before, irreconcilable; neverthelets, both proffered every aﬂ‘l[‘:
tance in their power. On the 23d of March, he fet out frop,
Tritchinopoly, with 150 Europeans, including artillery-men, o4
Sepoys, and two field-pieces, and on the 25th arrived at g,.
wafhul, a town belonging to Tondiman, 20 miles from Tritc},.
inopoly, where they were joined by 1oco of his horfe, and 1oq
of his Colleries. On the 29th they arrived on the frontiers of the
lefler Moravar’s country, who being likewife frequently called the
Nellicotal Polygar, we fhall in future diftinguith him from the
greater Moravar by that title. Idere they expeéted 500 horfe from

T'anjore ; but none were arrived, or near. Scouts fent forward re«
ported, that all the roads and paths in the country before them were
obftrutted with trees frefth cut down and ftrewed acrofs the way, and
that numbers of Colleries were every where ready to difpute the
paflage. Meflengers were fent to enquire the reafon.” The Polygar
faid, that being at enmity with Tanjore, and knowing that Calliaud
had afked the king for a body of horfe, he had barred his woods,
being determined not to admit any Tanjorines into his country,
Calliaud, being by this time convinced that the King, notwithftand.
ing his promifes, did not intend to fend any, made a merit of re<
Jeting what he was not likely to obtain, and affured the Polygar he
would not accept of their affiftance; on which all obftacles were
removed, and the troops, after a halt of three days, entered his
country on the 4th of March. In feven days more, of which they
halted during the third at Mangalum, they arrived at Paralacﬁy,»the
lafl town they had to pafs in the diftri¢ts of the greater Moravar,

having
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having received every kind of hofpitality in the countrieg
Polygars. Lixcepting the feet of a few miffionaries, thig trgzkbﬁg; :-7\51_,
_pever before been trodden by any Europeans. At Mangatur, Cal- Marsh.

Jiaud met the brother of the Nellicotah; and at Paralachy,

the Pl"ln-
cipal man of the greater Moravar

: :and learut from them that the two
Polygars and Tondiman had entered into a league to attack the king

of Tanjore with all their forces united, on the very next attempt he
fhould make againft the territories of either of the three. The
troops having halted a day at Paralachy, continued their march to
Tinivelly, through the open country, in diftriéts belonging to this
government.

¥ The Puljtaver, with the Polygars of his alliance, had taken the
field in the middle of January, as foen as Maphuze Khan arrived
at Nellitangaville ; their force amounted to 10,000 men, and the
cavalry of Madura under the command of Berkatoolah, to ‘one
thoufand. This army moved by flow itages to the eaftward, the
Colleries plundering day agd night on either hand, and at length
encamped before Panialumcrutch, at this time the prircipal refidence
of Catabominaigue, the chief of the eaftern Polygars, and de-
manded bis affiftance ; who, dreading the deﬁr.u&ion that would
follow his refufal, complied, and joined thcrr} \Vl.th 3 Or 400 men. "
But the Polygar of Etiaporum, the next i importance, made
fome pretence to withhold his troops, for \\"hlch the Pullt‘aver was
not forry ; and the army marched from Panialumcrutch direftly to
Tinivelly, fhll plundering all the way 3 but were deterred’from at-
tacking the town itfelf, by the aé‘hvxtc_v of the C(.)mpany s Scpf)ys
ftationed there under thc command of Buffiponaigue. Returning
with their plunder to the northward, Eh.ey ravagc.d all the acccﬁibl'e
and cultivated diftricts bcionging to Etiaporum in revenge f(t))r hx's
neutrality ; and from hence fent off a dctachm'eint th.l{‘ thexrI oo;)',
among{t which were 5000 beeves, to Nellitangavilie. ) nt 15.
while Mahomed Iffoof the comma'ndant, a}ld Mocodilee t ed rcntixi
of thefe countries, not being certified which way Calhaﬁ wou
dire@ his march, expected that he would come 111 fgmew c}:]re ncz&r
Madura, and remained at Chevelpetore, under the hills to the weit,

Vor. II, 2 C until
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Ching from

d to ;

. . ] ater

cept thewr return, and 3 >t Polv I's
) befides other 0\} cars of lefs note Were ac

companied by Van}ah of .Sevagherry, a very large Collery fory it

ated at the foot of the hills about 20 miles fouth of CheVelpetO -

but the enemy had followed their plunder from Etiaporun ;j;
were arrived at Ne]litangaville before 1fToof could interfe&,thelfl
return: he neverthelefs, when thus far, remained in the diﬁrié‘:
mid-way between Chevelpetorc and Tinivelly, as the beft pofitiop ¢,
watch their future movements, until he received orders from Captajy,
Calliaud to repair to, and wait for him at this town; in confequence

of which, he proceeded and arrived there on the 28th of Febmar),l
The enemy no fooner faw bim removing to a greater diftance, thay
they again came out, and proceeded to Alwar courchy, a town aboyt
zo miles to the weftward of Tinivelly, where Moodilee had lately
thrown up a mud fort, on which he had mounted three pieces f
cannon, and placed 1n it 1 §o Peons and Sepoys under the commang
of his nephew, Algapah. The enemy attacked the fort, which, afte
more refiftance than might have been expetted, furrendered, ang
Algapal. was fent a prifoner to Nelletangaville.  Intelligence of this
lofs was brought to Tinivelly on the 4th of March, in the evening,
and at 8 o’clock, Mahomed Iffoof marched with the greateft part of
his own force, and all of the Polygars his allies. At % the next
morning they came in fight of Ahvar courchy, and were furrounded
on all fides by the enemy’s army, of which the cavalry of Madura
were moft to be apprehended. The fight continued 1n a variety of
{kirmithes, until the evening, when the cnemy quitted the fort and
the field. The Polygar of Oxtamalee had both his legs {truck off by
a cannon ball, and the general of the Pulitaver’s men was likewife
killed ; of their troops 2 or 300 were fuppofed to be killed or
wounded ; of Mahomed Iffoof’s only fix Sepoys were killed and 30
wounded; however, the ation was efteemed a complete vittory, :}nd‘
to fix it as fuch in the opinion of the country, he marched for-
ward to Shenganpetty, a fort in the hills belonging to the Polygar of

Vadagary, fituated about 16 miles to the north-weft of Alvas c.our%)l/..
e
3 .
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The guard abandoned the for¢ before it was attackeq 1
. , . R €d; an
Iffoof, Ieanug 100 Sepoys to garrifon it, difiniffed the P011\’[a110med 1759.
;'eturned with the renter’s and the Compan 'S tro ngars, and e
where Calliaud with his detachment arrivcdyon th Ops~ tlo rmweny’ Mseh
The force now affembled i AN
. at Tinivelly was formidable, b
not proceed to aétion for want of mogey which the t’ l\ult Solu i
' R ) S renter Odllee
from W h‘om it ‘was expected, was not able to furnifth; and the ﬂn-oﬁ-"\
had for fome time been deterred from fupplying him by their ar, 5
herifions from the animofity which exifted betweenhimangd Mqhi)prc-l
. . : : ahomec
Iffoof.  Captain Calliaud with much difficulty reconciled thejr dif.
fcrences, at leaft to appearance, and fo far as to induce the fhroffs to
!end 200,000 rupees, which were unmediately difburfed in difchare-
ing the arrears due to the troops, and other military expences. T}t;e
go]y'gar (.Zatflbo.mmmgue was at this time celebrating a great wed-
ing 1 his family at Panialumcrutch; to which, as ufual, the whole
country round was mnvited, and Moodilee as a principal gueft. IHe
went, and having long been in habits of acquaintance and bufinefs

with the Polygar, fixed him in the intereft of the company, and
concluded an alliance with him againft the confederates with whom

he had lately united, as well as all other enemies. In return, -
the Polygar requefted that fome compenfation might be made to his
dependant of Ltiaporum, for the ravages which his country had
lately fuftained in confequence of his refufal to join the rebels; and
Calliaud, having feen the cffeéts as he marched through, remitted
a part of the fine due on the hoftages of Etiaporum, who ftill re-
mained unredeemed with Tondiman. Whilft thefe affairs were ad-
jufting, the fouthern monfooun fetting in on the coaft of Malabar,
broke over the weftern range of mountains with the utmoft vio-
lence, and defcending, with the cataracts 1t had formed, into the
plain, deluged the whole country to the eaftern fea: the ftorm, rain,
and mundation, continued without intermiffion for two days and
two nights: the harvefts, juft ripe, were {fwept away, and with
them the habitations of the cultivators: the rains continued feveral
days after the winds had abated; it required many days labour and

funthine to drain and dry the ground, and more time to repair the
2 C 2 devaf-

201
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1757, devaftation which the agriculture of the country had fuffereq . 4 .
'I\'f;rcﬂh'j ng which an epidemic ficknefs broke out, and carried off m‘a < ar.

. of

the diftrefled inhabitants by fudden deaths, which the patiemg‘
plicity and fuperftition of their chara&ter imputed to the vig m. .
of a goddefs, Lacheine, coming, they knew not whence, frq
North, The fhroffs, who had lent moncy to Moodilee
mortgaged harveft, would not fuffer him to depart until they fay
the country recovering ; which obliged Capta‘m. Callliaud to remaipy
at T'inivelly fome time longer, in order to {uperintend apg en.
courage the various operations which were neceflary to reftore the
cultivation. .
The Prefidency, whilft waiting the refult of this expedition, haq
howfoever unwilling, been obliged to engage in hoftilities iy th::
Carnatic. The Nabob, in the beginning of the year, had demandeg
of his brother Nazeabulla, the governor of Nelore, a fubﬁdy of
100,000 rupees above the ufual tribute ; which the country could
afford to pay, having fuffered little from the diftrefles of the war, ¢,
which the reft of the Carnatic had fo long been expofed ; but Na.
zeabulla equivocated and apologized. Ichlafs Khan, the brother of
the Nabob’s buxey or general, marching at this time with 500 horfe,
and other troops, to colleét the tributes of the northern Polygar,
advanced as far as Serapely, a fort 12 miles fouth of Nelore, ang
propofed an interview with Nazeabulla, who accepted the vifit, giv.
ing his oath on the Koran ; but requefted Ichlafs Khan to come
with few attendants, left quarrels thould arife between them and his
own. The vifit produced no change in Nazeabulla’s excufes for not
paying the money, and Ichlafs Khan left the city in the evening
without harm ; but, after it grew dark, his efcort was attacked by
an ambufcade of matchlock-men in the bufhes near the road, and
one of them was killed. The Nabob imputed this outrage to the in-
ftigation and example of his other brother Maphuze Khan at Ma-
dura, and of an adventurer Meerfacb, who was in pofleffion of Ela-
vanafore, and plundering wherever he lifted. The anguith which
the Nabob exprefled at this fecond rebellion rifing in his own family,

determined the prefidency to comply with his earneft requeft tci1 re-
6 uce

tation
m the
on the
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. plundered the neighbourhood indiferim;

ufﬁ — gretendcd to !hﬁ;& bim of beingm;l:,at:z;ue-n\:k?ab"b they
Khan at Madura, and Nazeabulla at Neloreo; but as fOMaPhuze
was knovyn, that the government of Pondicherry intendeq to“ it
Elivan:gore} g_e rcgugﬁcd the prefidency of Madrafs to pro(:é?: ;‘_‘C
rather than fuffer fuch v iftri i im
kel aluable diftriéts to fall into the hands of th;
I st d e,

¢ ' ; » y were encamping, Meer§,

h?b fallied with all his cavalry and moft of his foot, and had wal
nigh routed the whole of the French force, when he wag ﬂfcl
through the body: his troops immediately ceafed the fi h:
but efcorted him with much attention back to the fort. D’i“'
tueil, on this trial, fent to Gingee for reinforcements apg cm._
non; and, in the mean time, prepared to make 2 regular attack .
on the 16th arrived 250 Europeans, with 1000 Sepoys, and the
battering cannon; but on the fame day Meer Saheb died of hig
wound ; on which his brother, with the families of both, Went
away in the night, and the garrifon after their example likewife
abandoned the fort before the morning.

Reports had prevailed in this part of the country, ever fince the
French troops had taken the field, that they intended’ to fall upoy
Fritchinopoly, which, by the abfence of the troops with Captaiy
Calliaud, was left with a garrifon very inadequate to its extent ; ang
even Capt. Jof. Smith, who now commanded in the city, apprehended
and warned the prefidency of this danger. But the force which
had taken Elavanafore was unequal to the enterprize; and D’ Auteui]
moved back from Elavanafore to Chilambrum, where he arrived o
the 1ft of May. From hence he marched and encamped on the
fkirts of the woods of Warriorepollam, and fummoned the polygar
to pay his tributes on the fame pretenfions as Maifin had de-
mmanded them two years before. The polvgar as ufual endea-
voured to gain time by difcuffions, on which the French attacked

one of his barriers, but were repuifed with lofs : however he was
frightened
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‘frightened by the attack, and a

greed to pay 40,000 ¢ e
fome days to produce the money, S upeces, but ook 1759
In the mean time, Ca -3l

“aptain Calliaud, whilft regulating the af May.
fairs of the renter at 'Tmlvclly, acquired wtelligence, that the col;
federates were treating with the Myforeans at Dindigul for ajq
againft the Englith and their adherents, the Pulitaver offering
to pay down §00,000 Tupees, and the -

0 Jemautdars of Maphuze
Khan to give up the diftri€ts of Sholavanden, in which are comprized

a ftrong pafs, and the only road, between Madura and Dindicul,
Neverthelefs it was not intended that the country, when C'anue?ed,
fhould be given either to the Myforean or Maphuze Khan: it was to
be reftored to a defcendant of the ancient kings, who lived in con-
cealment in the country of the greater Moravar: and Maphuze
Khan was to have a fuitable citablithment in Myfore.

This news encreafed the neceflity of attacking Madura as foon as
poffible ; but the arrangements at Tinivelly were not finithed until
the 1oth of April, on which day, Captain Calliaud began his
march from thence, with 180 Europeans, 2,500 Sepoys, fix field-
pieces, aud 500 horfe: Mahmood Iffcof commanded the Sepoys,
and Moodilee what horfe were levied by himielf.  Six companies of
Sepoys were left for the defence of Tinivelly, and the fame number
in the fort of Palamcotah. On the {ame day, Berkatoolah and Na-
bey Cawn Catteck fet off from Nellitangavile, with goo horte, leaving
Maphuze Khan with the Pulitaver. Skirting along the hills, they
halted one evening near the fort of the Polygar Vaniah, of Shevag-
herry, which ftood 60 miles s.w. of Madura, and 20 below Chevel-

etore. The Polygar, having been attached !}y I\luho.m‘cd h:foof, fent
out his Colleries, who, in the middlc ot the might, fel'l. upon
this body of cavalry, and with thewr ?crcal’n‘s and ﬁ.rfz\\'orks dx.iperted
the whole, and took 4o of their horfes.  "Lhe fugitives re-aflembled
in the morning, and arrived at Madura on the x7thb; ﬂ‘om' \\thense
Nabey Cawn Catteck immcdmtcly' <wcnt‘to the gxézlucrd\loxlzx\ ar, t]}il
order to prepare fupplies of provihons for the citve On 1t.le ﬁ?. ;
the Eaglith army arrived at Secundermally, ;1}1\1 1'()(1'5;'6(1 't lcmf ‘S:_
in the pagoda ; from whence l\’iagoincd [{ivof, with a party om\-s_

Ay
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poys, was detached the next day-to reduce the fort of Sholavanden.

It is fitvated 10 miles north-weft of Madura, -and, although c;n.
tended to command the pafs, was of little ftrength; and the g:rri'i}c:;

of 200 peons abzmd.oned it as foon as Mahomed Iffoof appeared ; byt
exce.ﬂ'zve_ rains, whieh raifed the river ¥igee, prevented him from re.
turning to Secundermally, before the 26th. In this interval, Cal.
Liaud 1'cc§1\fe(l letters from the. prefidency, advifing him of the;,
ap.prchemmns that the French intended to attack Tritchiuopdy.‘
with orders to hold himfelf in readinefs to march to its relief on the
firft notice. By this time, he was likewife convinced, that the re.
duétion of Madura was an enterprize of much more difficulty thap
had becn reprefented to him, and fearcely feafible without batter-
g cannon, of which he had not brought any from Tritchinopoly;
and, excepting the one which Mahomed Iffoof himfelf had depofited
in Madura, there was not a fingle piece in the whole country, of
which Europeans would make ufe. However, not to lofe:any of the
precarious time left him to act, he refolved te attempt the city by
furprize. Bamboos were provided, asif for fome other fervice, and
no one was {utfered to go in or out of the pagoda until the ladders -
were made.  On the night Lbefore the 1ft of May, all the troops,
except a few to guard the baggage and artillery, marched out of the
pagoda, and at three in the morning arrived at the watercourfe
which runs within 3oo yvards of the weftern fide of the walls.

The inward wall of Madura is 22 feet high, ncluding the
parapet, which rifes fix above the rampart : at the diftance of every
100 yards or lefs (for exaét {ymmetry has not been obferved) are
fquare towers. The fauffe-bray is 30 fect broad, above which the
outward wall rifes only five feet, but defcending to the bottom of the
ditch is 11 on the outfide. Midway, between every two towers of
the inward wall, is a fimilar projeétion in the outward, with loop-
holes which command the ditch, and flank the intcrmediate part of
the wall, in which are none : but the whole parapet of the inward
wall has loop-holes, {o have fome of its towers, and the reft em-
brafures for cannon. The {pot chofen to be attacked was the firt

tower on the left hand of the weftern gateway, being the only
part
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part where the faufle-bray was clear of the thick thorny bufhes
which had not 111]'\1filcwuﬂy been fuffcred to over-run it in ever’ N
other; but the garrx{c?n, trufting to this defence, had entirely ne y- D
leted the ditch, which, by continual drifts after rain, was alm§&
choked up to the level of the plain. The party allotted to the
attadf were 100 Europeans, and 200 Sepoys; the reft of the troops
remained in the wateicourfe, ready to fupport the event. Calliaud
led the party himfelf, to shom the method of attack was carefully
explained, and ftri¢t filence enjoined. The foremoft men carried
the fix fhorter.ladders intended for the outward wall; the next,
the fix longer, for the inward; as foon as twenty of the party had
got into the fauflfe-bray, it was intended that they fhould imme-
diately take over the longer ladders, which they were to plant, as
received, againft the tower, but not a man was to mount, until all
the fix ladders were fixed, and then no more than three at a time
on each ladder.

‘The firft ladders were planted, and Calliaud, with the firft 20
men, had got into the faufle-bray, had taken over one of the longer
ladders, and had planted it againft the tower, when their hopes
were interrupted by one of thofe accidents which from their tii-
viality efcape the moft attentive precaution. A dog, accuftomed to
get his meals at the mefles of fome of the {oldiers, had accom-
panied them all the way from Secundermally into the ditch, and,
probably from anxiety, at not being able to follow his mafters
into the fauffe-bray, began to bark; which was foon anfwered by
the barking of another dog on the rampart, and the yelps of both
awakened the neareft centinel, wko, crying out « The enemy,”
raifed the guard at the gateway, which repaired immediately to the
tower. ‘The {oldiers in the faufle-bray, finding the alarm taken,
inftead of continuing to get over the reft of the ladders, endea-
voured to mount on that already planted, but crowded on 1t fo
smany together, that it crufhed under them. This commupzcatcd
the confufion to thote in the ditch, and no one any longer did what
he ought. In the mean time, the garrifog incre.aﬁng on the rampart
bung out blue lights of fulphur, and ditcovering the whole 11))21;3;

!

1
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with little lofs, only onte man being killed, and another Woundeg

both were Sepoys, {tanding on the glacis.
The troops, after taking fome refrethment, marched fq

watercourfe, and proceeding along the fouthern face of the towa too),

poft in a ruined village, about 600 yards from the fouth-eag part

of the walls, which in this quarter were of a much flighter ¢o -
ftrution than any where elfe.  The divifion with the artillery and
baggage from Secundermally joined in the eveninge On the 3din
the morning, a battery contifting of three fix-pounders began to fire
on the walls, and continued the two fucceeding days, Without
making any impreffion; on which Calliaud {fent away a Company
of Sepoys, with a fufficient number of bullocks, to bring two
eighteen- pounders from Tritchinopoly.

The prefidency of Madrafs, whilft anxious concerning the fuccef
of the expeditions againft Madura und Nelore, had received advices,
on the 28thof April, from Bengal, by the Revenge, Proteftor, ang
Marlborough, belonging to the company, with the welcome news
of the capture of Chandernagore, but without a fingle platoon of
the troops which had been fent in the armament; and, the feafon

‘being now changed, nounc were to be expected before September,
Intelligence of this difappointment was foon conveyed to Pondi-
<herry; and it now appecared, that the French had waited to deter.
mine the operations of their own troops by the force which might
be fent back from Bengal to Madrats. They immediately barred all
thelr garrifons, and, retaining none but invalids in Pondicherry t-
felf, enrolled the iuropean inhabitants to man the walls: all thefe
partics haftened to join IY’Autueil’s camp before Arielore, who,
iénding forward a detachment of 100 Europeans and 500 Sepoys to
Seringhum, followed himfelf with the main body on the 1zth of
Mav : his whole force confifted of 1ooo Furopeans, battalion and
artillery, 150 Huflars, 3006 Sepoys, 10 fickl-pieces, with feveral
howitzes and cohorns.

3 The

™ the
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The two cighteen-pounders intended for Madura were feps off 15 3

from Tritchinopoly cz.xrly. mn the morning of the 12th, under the \'I\{L

efcort of two companies of Sepoys; but had not proceeded three >

miles, before a ftrong party from Seringham croffed the Caver, ang
marched to circumvent them ; which being perceived from the town,

Captain Jofeph Smoith re-called the guns, and marched out with a
confiderable part of the garrifon to prote@ them, on which the
enemy returned to the iﬂafld- On the 14th the van of their main
body, with D’Autueil, arrived, and with the garrifon of Seringham
encamped at the Pagodas of Wariore. It was fome time that Captain
Smith had expeted this vifit, and he had made all the preparations
which the means in his power admitted to receive it: he had filled
the ditch round the town with water by the ufual fluices from the .
Caver1, neverthelefs {everal rocky parts remained fordable : the pa-
rapets both of the outward and inward walls, whereever decayed,
had been repaired : Tondiman and the king of Tanjore, on his ap-
plication, had fent, the one 300 Colleries, the other 300 matchlock-
men: the Peons entertained by the Nabob’s governor, were four
hundred: but all thefe men, excepting the Co}\eries, were only fit
for night-watches, nor for that, without bemg watched thegx-
fetves: the Company’s were the only troops which could be relied
on; they were 150 Europcans rank and.ﬁle, of which 5o had
lately been fent from Fort St. David, 15 artxllcry men, and 700 Se-
poys; but of the whole few had feen xpuch 1erv1c'e, for the be&
haa been taken away by Captain Calliaud. This force.would
fcarcely 1n any tune of outward danger have been fufﬁcxent to
vard the walls, of which the circuit was 649_0 yards; much
lefs with the additional ward of 500 French prifoners, who were
confined withia the town, and from whom more danger was
apprehended than from the encmy wuhou.t: for Lt[ was known, and
it could not be prevented, that they man.\ramcd a eorre{pon.denc.e
with their countrymen at Sertngham; and mdecd. thF ho}::;s of their
breaking lesfe during the attack, had.bcen the prmcxpal‘ m‘dfxc‘mw.clr?t
to the prefent attempt againft the city.  More trocps wartznsc;ﬁ;
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1757 tin}Jal'ly coming up to Ws_}riore; anvd on the I sth, the day aftey the firfk
“I'\’,I;y"’ arrived, the enemy began to throw thells into the town : durimg the

night _feveral parties. at different times and places advancéd to the
ditch, not with any itention of fcaling the walls, but only to keep
the garrifon flfom reft by repeated alarms. - Thefe alerts and the
bombardment were continued during the four fucceeding days and
nights ; and on the zoth, M. D’Autueil, thinking the garrifon fuf-
ficiently harrafled, fummoned Captain Smith in the name of the:
king of Irance, to furrender the town, and fpare the effufion. of
blood, warning him that he thould refent in the fevereft manner
any 1ll ufage which might have been inflicted on the French pri--
loners. Captain Smith antwered, that he fhould maintain the
town for the king of Iingland; and that the prifoners had always
*been treated with more lenity than their praétices deferved. Some
hours after, {pies brought intelligence, that the enemy intended to.
make a genecral affault in the approaching night, and at one in the
morning the greateft part of their force advanced towards the weft,
face of the town; but a few dilcharges of cannon made them re-
treat, and the continual vigilance of the rounds, witnefled by their
lights and. a variety of mulitary muiick, deterred them from any
tarther attempt. . . o
By this time feveral of the neighbouring Polygars had joined the
army before Madura, and were ot fervice in fupplying the camp
with provifion, as well as by cutting off {uch as were going to the
town, and Captain Calliaud had entered into a negotiation with fome
of the Jemautdars, to deliwer up the city, or to affift in furprizing it.
Colonel Smith, on the firft appearance of the enemy’s troops on the
other fide of the Coleroon, had difpatched exprefs meflengers to
him, with the intelligence, which he received on the 11th at three
in the afternoon. At 4ix, he began his march, with 120 Euro-
peans and 1200 Sepovs, leaving the reft under the command of
Lieutenant Rumbold and Mahomed Iffoof, whom he empowered to
conclude with the Jemautdars.
The troops marched without tents, baggage, or artillerv; a few bul-
Jockscarriedthe fpare ammunition, and fervants belonging to the com-

miflary
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miffary were {ent forward to provide the meal at th
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of halt. On the 25th at day-break they arrived and halted a¢ the 1757

village of Eliapore, nine!:een miles from Tritchinopoly. Qp the
road Calliaud had r €C€1.Ved advices from Captain_ Smith, thae
D’ Autueil, apprized of his approach, had quitted his firlt ftation,
at the Pagodas of Wan‘ore, and had difpofed his troops in a line
of communication which extended from the Faquieres tope,
round the Five rocks, the Golden, and the Sugar-loaf, to the French
rock ; by which all accefs on the fouthern afpeé of the city was pre-
cluded. Ithadalfobeendifcoveredthat feveral fpies belongingto D’ A y.-
tevil had mingled with and accompanied the En glith troops, on which
Calliaud ordered them to be narrowly obferyed by his own, but
without appearance of fufpicion, intending to make them the inftru-
ments of deceiving thofe by whom they were employed. The troops
having taken fufficient reft, and a full meal, marched from Elig.
pore at two in the afternoon, and at fix arrived at Aour, a village
in Tondiman’s Woods, about twelve miles fromT ritchinopoly, where
they ftopped half an hour. Calliaud then bent his march, as if
he intended to come out upon the plain, between the Five rocks
and the Sugar-loaf, oppofite to the middle of the enemy’s line,
and advanced in this direétion fix miles. It was now 8 o’clock, and
quite dark, when the French fpies, fully perfuaded of the intelli-
gence they were carrying, went off’ to inform 1)’ Autueil where they
fuppofed the Englith troops intended to force their way. Half an
hour after their departure, none of them appearing again, Calliaud
entirely changed his rout, {triking on the eaft along_thg fkirts of
Tondiman’s Woods, until he came oppofite to Elimiferum. The
ground, from the woods to this place on the fouth, beyond it to the
Caverion the north, to the weft of it as far as the French rock, and a
greater {pace to the caft, is a plain moftly luid out in rice fields, which,
throughout India, are divided into areas of no great extent; c.ach elle
clofed by a feparate bank,and kept ovcrﬂo.wed with water until a fort-
night before the harveft is cutdown, until whichtime the}' remaii, as
thefe now were, a heavy fwamp of mud. ‘The French, fuppofing all
this part of the country impaffable toabody of troops, had not thougbt

VoL. Il 2 K 1t
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57..'. it ncceﬁ"'lr  to ftation a watch either'at Elimiferum, or on the bank:

qu of the(,wen ; and the information which Calliaud had obtained of this

neglect mogeﬁed the adv antage he was now taking of it. The troopg

cntered the rice ficlds at ten o’clock, the humpeans marching firft ;

the Sepoys were obfcrved by -the Englifh {erjeants of their coms-

panies, and their own Subadats or captains were men of duty.: bug
no difcipline could be exer ted, where the fuccefs intirely depended
on filence and darknefs ; and the {pirit of the foldier himfelf deter-
mined, whether he thould give out, or perfevere in gaining his toila
fome way, after {fo much fatigue already ‘endured. At 2 in the
morning two companies of Sepoys were fent off, with orders to puth
for the townbetween the French andSugar-loaf rocks; left the enemy
fhould be led to fufpicions of the real march, if no alarm were given

to any part of their line: but, contrary to expeétation, thefe Sepoys
paffed clofe under the French rock without being challenged by a

fingle centinel; for all the troops ftationed hereabouts had been
drawn to the main body, guarding the ground to the fouth, indicated
by their {pies. At 4 1 the morning, the two companies arrived at
the Madura, or fouthern gate of the town, where they were imme-
diately recognized and admitted. It was near the dawn of day be-
fore the main body with Calliaud recached Chuckleyapollam on the
bank of the Caveri, having employed near {feven hours in wading
through the rice-fields, although the diftance was only feven
miles ; two more f{till remained ; but the fight of the city infpired
the whole line with new alacrity : and their commander, who from
the multiplicity of his attentions had endured more fatigue than any
of them, now marched at their head, fupported by two grenadiers..
Captain Smith, apprized, drew out half his garrifon, with twe
field-pieces, ready in cale of need to protett them. Every man
was received with open arms ; the meal and every refrefhment was
. ready for the welcome and exhaufted guefts ; and with the rifing
fun, a difcharge of twenty-one pieces of cannon announced their ex-
ultation, with the news, to-the French troops on the plain. Ona
review it was found, that 300 of the Sepoys had dropped behind,
ol but
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but they recalled their advanced pofts into their intrenchments. and
only fent out their buffars, who, as before, ventured nOtilinO‘. 3D
-This trial convinced Col. Lawrence that nothing but the Cel‘tdintay.
of advantage could bring them to action; and enough being done
to convince the country that the former retreat had not been in
confequence of fear, hc thought it beft to put an.end.to the expence of
the campaign. The army marched away on the 26th, and the enemy
made no motion to harafs them, On the 28th, they arrived at

Conjeveram, where 500 Europeans, with 1500 Sepoys, remained

in cantonments, under the command of Lieutenant-colonel Forde:

the reft returned to the garrifons and ftations from whence they
had been drawn. Thus ended this campaign, in which the whole
force that Madrafs and Pondicherry could bring into the field, re-
mained 40 days within a few hours march of each other, and fepa-
rated, without a man wounded on either fide. Neverthelefs, both
were right, according to their different views and circumftances, in

refraining from aétion.
The garrifon of Madura was fo much elated by the departure of 4y,

Captain Calliaud with the belt of the troops, and by the caufe in the
danger of Tritchinopoly, that the Jemautdars, who had made pro-
pofals to him, would not continue any communication with Licu-
tenant Rumboid and Mahomed Iffoof; who ordered up fix of the
12 companies of Sepoys from Tinivelly and Palamcotah, and moved
the camp from the s.E. to the N.E. of the town on the other fide of
the river Vigee, in order to cut off the communication of the garri-
{on with the river, from which they drew their water, as all in the ]
tanks of the town and plain was putrid. .
The four fides of Madura front nearly to the four cardinal points.
The river pafing from the N.w. wafhes the walls at the N.E.
angle; the bed, unlefs immediat.ely after heavy rains, lies n
dry flats of fand, on fome of which are buildings; the channels
between are {hallow. The Englith camp extended on the nor-

thern fide of the river, oppofite the angle, and within point:
blank of part of the walls on the eaft and north fides; for

nothing was feared from the decayed artillery of the to’¥;ze
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The gate-way of the -north fide, from whence the garrifon got
their water, was near the N.w. angle, and about 8o yards
from the river; on the fide of which, oppofite to the gate, they
threw up a retrenchment, in which they kept a guard to pro-
tect the water-carriers. Lieutenant Rumbold, with the Europeans,
afled the river under cover of a field-piece, and having diflodged
the guard from the poft on the other fide, kept pofletiion, ftrength-
ened it with better retrenchments, and ftationed two companies of
Sepoys to maintain it. This immediately obliged the enemy to
open another gate, it was that to the fouth, and to get their water
from the tanks within and without the town, which foon threw

many of them into fluxes.
Rumbold and Mahomed Iffoof remained three or four days without

doing any thing more, hoping to put the enemy off their guard, and
then, taking a night when the wind blew very ftrong, advanced
with a large party of Sepoys, carrying bundles of firaw mixed with
more effectual combuftibles, which they piled and fet fire to againft
the outward doors of the gateway ; which were foon confumed, and
the party fuffered very little, being concealed by the thicknefs of
the fmoke, and fhill more proteted by the indiftference of the garri-
fon, who knew their own fecurity; for, when advanced with a
petard through the windings of the gateway to the fecond door,
which opened immediately into the city, the troops, to their great
furprize, found the front of 1t bricked up with a ftrong wall; upon
which they retired without delay. By this time, the Scpoys from
Tinivelly wereadvancing; and Captain Calliaud, being convinced that
the French army were not likely to return again to 'I'ritchinopoly, had
detached a platoon of 30 Europeans, with 300 Sepovs, and an 1§
pounder, which were likewife on the road to Madura. The garrifon
hearing of the approach of thefe reinforcements, refolved to makea
vigorous effort before their arrival. Intelligence was received of their
mtention, and to be prepared againft it, the ground on each fide of

‘the camp was fluiced by cutting the mound of a large tank at fome

diftance in the rear ; and Mahomed Iffoof undertook to defend the
' poit
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poft on the other fide of the river with the ufuz}l guard of two com- 1457,
panies of Sepoys, and the addition of a field-piece. On the gth of ‘“=—v—v
the month the enemy made the fally at noon-day. They were 300 July.
Sepoys, 200 cavalry dilmounted, and 200 more on their horfes,

The riders came round from the weft, and croffing the river, kept
zalloping on this fide the camp, but without veuturing to pafs the
{wamp; but the foot illuing from the north gate, which they had
unbricked, advanced f{traight forward to the watering poft. A fhot

had fcarcely been fired, before the two companies of Sepoys, either

from panic or {pite, for Mahomed Iffoof was a fevere commander,
abandoned him, and difperfed, all but ten men, with whom he re-
treated to a choultry, on an ifland in the river, to which they were
followed by part of the enemy, whilft the reft {feized the gun. Lieu-
tenant Rumbold on the danger advanced with the company of Cof-
frees, and one of Sepoys, leaving the four other companies, and the
field-picces for the defence of the camp. He made his way good

to the choultry, where he found the {fmall party of defenders
reduced to their laft cartridge, having killed more than their own
number of the enemy, who retreated as foon as the reinforce-
ment came up. On the 11th of June, arrived the detachment from Funes
Tritchinopoly; when Rumbold mounted the eighteen pounder they -

had brought on the recovered poft. It fired threc days, until moft

of its ammunition was ipent, but without being able to make a
praéticable breach ; and in the mean time the enemy threw up a re-
trenchment with a deep ditch before the breach, and ftrengthened
“the ditch with palifades; fo that nothing could be done by af-
fault without more force. The prefidency had forefeen this; and
notwithftanding their other alarms, ftill continucd intent on the re-
duétion of Madura, as the moft dangerous advantage of which the
French were likely to get pofleffion, if not immediately recovered ;
of which fenfe nothing could be a greater proof than their infuffi-
cient efforts; for the attempt required a complete army. They
therefere left it to the difcretion of Calliaud, to proceed again to

the attack, with fuch a force as fhould not leave Tritchinopoly
expofed again to too much rifque. Some days paffed in waiting the

Vor. U. 2 F return
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1757. return of a detachment of 50 Europeans, which had come from
July. and had been lately fent back to Fort St. David; and as foon u

they rcturned, he took the field with go Europeans, 400 Sepoys,
an eighteen-pounder, and 200 horfe {upplied by the king of Tan-
jore ; more than half the Europeans were French and Dutch de.
ferters, chofen, that none but the Englith foldiers might he left tq
guard the French prifoners in the city.  The renter Moodilee, na-
turally timorous, and awed by the imperious temper of Mahome
Iffoof, had quitted the camp, and followed Calliaud when he
marched to the relief of Tritchinopoly ; from whence he now again
returned with him to Madura. The detachment fet out on the

25th of June, and arrived on the 3d of July. The Scpoys called
from Tinivelly bad joined a few days before ; but Mr. Rumbold
had neverthelefs been obliged to reduce his operations to preventing

the garrifon from getting water from the river, and provifions from
the country.

Calliaud, {ceing the dexterity with which the enemy had counter-
ated the battery of Rumbold, refolved to prevent them from op-
pofing the {ame obftacles to that which he intended to erect, by keep-
ing them in ignorance of the part he thould attack, until the firt
fhot was fired. The gabions, fafcines, and platforms, yere pre-
pared in the camp; and as {oon as all were ready, the troops al-
lotted marched on the gth at night to the watercourfe which runs
to the weft of the city, and railed the battery againft the curtain
between the gateway and the tower which had been attempted by
efcalade of the 1ft of May. It mounted two ecighteen-pounders,
with four field-pieces, was finifhed before the morning, and at day-
break began to fire. The parapet of the faufle-bray was foon beaten
down, and the imnward wall, although ftrong, was by noon thaken fo
much, that the parapet of this likewife fell entirely, and the wall it-
{elf was fufficiently fhattered, to permit a man to clamber to the top:
but, in this thort time, the garrifon had ftaked the rampart behind
with the trunks of Palmeira trees fct on end: a few {hot knocked
down fome, nor could any of them have been firmly fixed, and to
Jeave the enemy no more time to prepare farther defences, Cal-

2 - haud
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[jaud refolved to ftorm immediately. Of the Europeans, only the
artillery-men were left at the battery: all the battalion-men, who :-7\:5-7.4
were 120, marched, followed by the company of Coffrees, and they July.
by 400 Sepoys: Calliaud led the Europeans, and Mahomed Iffoof

the Sepoys. The garrifon had difciplined 300 of their matchlock-

men as Scpoys ; who, although much inferior to thefe troops,

were improved far beyond their former ftate; thefe were pofted on

the weftern gateway, which, projefting beyond the fauffe-bray

into the ditch, flanked the tower attacked ; and a multitude were
crowded on the ramparts behind and on each fide of the breach.

The troops, although galled, advanced refolutely through the ditch

and faufle-bray, and four of the moft altive fcrambled up the
preach to the rampart, but were immediately tumbled down ‘dead,
or mortally wounded. This reprefled the ardour of thofe who were
following: an officer threw out imprudent words, and the infirmity
vifibly caught the whole line, notwithftanding the exhortations and
attivity of Calliaud, who was in the faufle-bray direching the affault.
Whofoever mounted afterwards came down without getting to the
top, pretending the impofhibility, although the danger was as great
in the faufle-bray below ; for, befides the thower of other annoy- V'
ances, the cnemy had prepared bags and pipkins filled with mere
owder, to which they fet fire as they toffed them down on the
heads of the affailants, and the {fcorch of the explofion was in-
evitable and intolerable.  Neverthelefs, Calliaud continued the af-
{zult half an hour ; when finding that no command was any longer
obeyed, and that much lofs had been {uftained, he ordered the re-
treat. Four of the braveflt {erjeants were killed, and as many
wounded, and 2o other Europeans were either killed or defperatcl-y
wounded; of the Coffrees 10; of the Sepovs 1oo were difabled,

but few of this body were killed, and fewer died afterwards of their
wounds.

The prefidency received intelligence of this repulfe on the 25th,
and on the fame day two Peons, efcaped from Vizagapatam, brought
news, that Mr. Bufly had taken that fettlement, in which were

150 European foldiers. Thefe evils were aggravated by the circum-
2 F 2 ftances
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way, although flowly, waiting for her comrade, which foon joined 1757
her, when both, under fuch a cloud of fail as amazed the enemy,
frood before them ; but were neverthelefs {o prefled by two of their
rime failers, which kept without, that they were obliged to fail
through the road of Pondicherry itfelf ; where a thip of force was
yiding, which, inftead of cutting her cable, and beginning an en-
gagement, fuffered the cruizers to pafs, whilft the was weighing her
anchor at the capftone to purfue them. As foon as they were be-
yond Pondicherry, the enemy, afraid of falling to leeward of their
port, ceafed the chafe, and anchored in the road. The cruizers then

hailed, and agreed, that the Revenge fthould proceed immediately
with the intelligence to Bengal, and the Triton to Madrafs, where
the anchored early the next morning.

The council was immediately fummoned, and their determinations
were {foon taken. All the {cribes in the {ettlement were not adequate
to the orders and advices which it became 1immediately neceffary to
iflue. The main body of the army at Conjeveram was ordered to
come into Madrafs, the detachment with Polier recalled from Tri-
petti : Calliaud with the Europeans to return from Madura, whether
taken or not, to Tritchinopoly; if taken, to bring awav likewife
Mahomed Iffoof, with 1000 Sepoys. Inftruétions were fent to the
Englith garrifons in Carangoly, Chinglapet, and Arcot; and intelli-
gence of the danger to every other fort in the country {fubje& to, or
in the interefts of, the Nabob : advices to the prefidency of Bengal,
and the iquadron there; toBBombay andall the factories on the Malabar
coaft. A vellel was difpatched to cruize off Ceylon, with intelligence
for the thipsdaily expeéted from England. Another was fent to anchor
off Cobelong, zo miles to the fouth of Madrafs, in order to make
fignals on the firft appearance of the French fquadron now at Pon-
dicherry. _

The Council at Fort St. David, not obferving, or not difcerning,
thc motions of the cruizers, fancied the thips they faw arriving,
were the men of war expected from England, with fome of the
company’s fthips under their convoy, and in this perfuafion fent one

2G 2 of
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not able to furnifh a fufficiency. From hence they failed on thes 1 257,
Jft of Auguft, and on the gth of September, the day after their Ar- o~
rival at Pondicherry, Janded ¢8 3 men of Lorrain, of which 63 were
fick, the 5o artillery-men, and 6o volunteers from Bourbon, with
their equipages ; befides which had been embarked in the thips, 20
pieces of Dbattering cannon, fome mortars, and a great number of
pombs and balls. M. Soupires, who by his commiffion took the
dire@tion and command of all military operations, fummoned a
mixed council, of the military, the marine, and the civil govern-
ment, in which he: propofed that the thips and troops thould im-
mediately inveft and blockade Fort St. David; but the letter from the
prefidency of Madrafs to the Englith Admiral had been difcovered in
the Mafloola, and raifed fuch a confternation in the French fquadron,,
by the apprehenfions of feeing every hour a force fuperior to their own,
that Mr. Bouvet declared he had done enough in landing the troops,
and fhould fail immediately back to the iflands: no arguments could
change his refolution, nor would he wait to difembark the artillery
and heavy ammunition, becaufe they ferved as part of the ballaft in
the different fhips, which it would require fifteen days to fhift and
reinftate in a condition fit for failing. Thus was much detriment
prevented by the accident of difcovering the letter, which, at the
time it happened, was deemed a great mifchance. |
The fudden departure of the French thips diminithed in fome
degree the apprehenﬁons which had been raifed by their arrival. "Fhe
army from Conjeveram was ordered to encamp on the plain near
Madrafs ; the detachment with Polier, which had returned as far
as Tripaflour, tomarch back and protect the feaft at Tripetty, until
concluded: and Calliaud was permitted to continue before Madura,
if any chance remained of getting the place. |
This officer, very infirm before, fell dangeroufly ill immediately

after the repulfe of the laft attack, and was obliged to retire to the
neighbouring village of Trivalore, where he remained until the 4th
of Auguft, before his health was {ufficiently reftored to endure the
fatigues of the camp; however, this time was not entirely loft. "The

greater and lefler Moravars, at his folicitation, fent their troops as far
as

September.,

Augufd
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a2 Coilguddy, read y to aét on call. The Polygar Ca"-abominagu;_

ember. ame himfelf with 1000 Colleries. Myanah, who was the fugitive

governor of Madura when Maphuze Khan came into the countr
quitting the receffes of Nattam, and difclaiming all farthe, CQZ,
nexions with the rebels, came to the camp, with a large rctinu;
fome troops, and, as a proof of his fincerity, brought his family:
by his influence the afiiftance of moft of the Nattam colleries wa;
fecured. Nabey Cawn Catteck, the ancient colleague of Myana, kept
himfelf conccaled in the woods of Moravar, without making any
efforts to aflift the garrifon; and what perhaps was equal to any one
of thefe advantages, 50 Furopeans, and a nine-inch mortar, had ar.

rived at the camp from T ritchinopoly.

With the other defetians, the Jemautdars in Madura had reafon
to doubt of the affiftance they expeéted from Maphuze Khan with
the weftern Polygars of Tinivelly, and from the Myforeans at

Diudigul.
Five hundred horfe and a thoufand foot remained with Maphuze

Khan at Nellitangaville, when Berkatoolah left him and came
away to defend Madura, which Calliaud at the fame time was march.
ng to attack with the main body of the Englith troops from Tini-
velly. As foon as Calliaud was out of fight, Maphuze Khan and
the Pulitaver took the field, and were joined by other Polygars,which
all together made up a camp of 10,000 men. This army marched
from Neliitangaville in the latter end of April, and advanced beyond
Alvar Courchy within 15 miles of Tinivelly, but were deterred by
the Sepoys left there from attempting the town; nor did they im-
mediately plunder or terrify the inhabitants of the open country,
becaufe the harveft, from which they intended to colleét money,
would not be reaped until the middle of June; however, they pub-
Iithed their mandates that all who were accountable to the renter
Moodilee thould then become accountable to them. In the mean
time Maphuze Khan negotiated with the king of Trm’anco@ for
afliftance, with the protfer of Calacad and all the other diftrits to
which the king had ever made any pretenfion, and more; but, left

this thould fail, he, with his ufual uncertainty renewed his ncgoti-
ations
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ations with the Englith, and fent off an agent with letters to.Cal-+x 37
[iaUd’ pr()poﬁllg to rent the country from them on the fecui-ity Of;b 1787,
: September,

{ubftantial throfts. Licutenant Rumbold received thefe offers whilft
Calliaud was returned to the relief of I'ritchinopoly, and, thinking
¢hem worth attention, fent a Jemautdar of Sepoys named Ramanaie.
with an intelligent Moorman, to confer with Maphuze Khan ;31,1
his camp. They were accompanied by an efcort of 50 Sepoys ; but
..ft before their arrival, Maphuze Khan had received information
that the fix companies of Sepoys, of the twelve left at Tinivelly anci
Palamcotah, were ordered to join the camp at Madura; which
changed his {chemes, and inftead of negotiating, he furrounded the
two deputies and their efcort with his horfe, and threatened to put
them all to the fword, if they did not fend an order to the Sepoys
in garrifon at Palamcotah to deliver the fort to him. The deputies
with their efcort {tood to their arms, and faid, they would rather
die ; but, juft as the fight was going to begin, one of Maphuze Khan’s
Jemautdars, named Ally Saheb, declared his deteftation of the
treachery, and joined the Sepoys with the horfe of his command
on which the reft recolleted themfelves, and retired; but Ally
Saheb, having ftill fome {fufpicions for the fafety of the deputies and
their efcort, marched with them to Palamcotah, and delivered them

f{afe into the fort. Soon after the {ix companies of Sepoys began
their march from Tinivelly to Madura, and the harveft began, on
which the enemy’s army entered the town, where Maphuze Khan
proclaimed his dominion, which his agents and dependants exercifed
with much violence and injuftice. Even the fhrofts, or bankers, did
not efcape; although the nccefiity and ncutrality of their occupation
protets their perfons and property throughout Indoftan from the vio-
lence either of the defpot or the conqueror. The main body of his

army invefted the fort of Palamcotah, which the Sepoys withii
eafily defended, and with lofs to the enemy; but there was danger
from fcarcity of provifions; to prevent which, Buffapuniague, the
commander of the Sepoys, folicited the affiftance of the Polygar
i-Catabominaigue, who ftipulated the ceffion of fome lands convenient

“to his diftriés ; which being promifed, he took the field with his
‘ oW
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promber. atrival the garrifon fullied, and in a flight fkirmi
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powh traops, and thofe of his dependant of Etiaporu

M. On their
th Ob\iged the

enemy to raife the fiege : after which, the two Polygars returpeq to

their homes, and Catabominaigue fiom his, came and joined the
Englith camp before Madura, Maphuze Khan continuing at Tip;.
velly, neither fent money or troops to the Jemautdars, but fuffered the
mcomes to be diffipated, notwithftanding Berkatoolah had continually
reprelented to him, that the fearcity of provifions in Madura wag

daily il.lCl'Caﬁng from the want of money to pay for them, and of
parties in the field to facilitate their importation.

Berkatoolah wasat the fame time cqually difappointed of the ar.
rival of the Myforeans, which had long been promifed from day to
day, and more lately with affurance that Hyderally himfelf was
come to Dindigul to command them in perfon; but, on more diligent
enquiry, it was difcovered that Hyderally was ftill at Seringapatam,
and that the troops at Dindigul did not exceed the ufual garrifon,
Thus deferted, he refolved to treat with Calliaud, and proffered to
deliver the city, if the Englith would pay the arrears due from
Maphuze Khan to the troops within; but made no ftipulation for
thofe who had been their former comrades and were now either with
Maphuze Khan, or any where elfe out of the town. The arrears he
ftated at 1,600,000 rupees, but, on account of fums levied in the
country, offered to abate 400,000 : thefe propofals were figned by
himfelf and four of the principal Jemautdars. Calliaud, after treat-
ing them for fome time with contempt, propofed his own ; which
were, to pay 100,000 rupees for the arrears of the troops, 20,000

as a prefent to Berkatoolah himfelf, 8coco to each of the four Je.
mautdars who had figned with him, and 2000 to each of the com.
manders of the three companies of Sepoys ; in all 150,000, Many
days and meflages pafled in chaffering concerning the money; during
which the Polygars kept their watches fo firiétly n the country
round, that no provifions could be carried in, and the inhabitants
were reduced to rice alone, and that without falt; on which all, not
eccupied in military fervices, left the town, and were permitted to go
away unmolefted. At the fame time the former battery was ftrength-

/3 ened,
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encd, and enlarged to the capacity of receiving all the artillery,.,

which were two eighteen-pounders, 10 field-pieces, and a nine-inch

mortar. Every day the diftrefs increafed ; and in the beginning of s

September, horfemen daily came over to the camp. On the 7th

" Calliaud informed Berkatoolah that his battery was ready, and would

open the next morning; jafter which, no terms of compofition would
pe received. The negotiator was a relation of Berkatoolah, whom
Calliaud had attached by generofities, and Berkatoolah believed :
his reprefentations in this decifive moment prevailed ; and he re-
turned on the morning of the 8th with the treaty figned : the fum
agreed was 170,000 rupees, 20,000 more than the firft offer; and at
noon Calliaud with the troops were received into the town. This
important acquifition was made on the very day that Mr. de Soupires
with the French forces landed at Pondicherry.

The prefidency received the news on the 16th., It was the only
advantage which had been gained during the loffes and dif-
treffes to which the company’s affairs in Coromandel had been ex-
pofed fince the departure of the armament to Bengal : it would have
been deemed of the higheft importance even in fortunate times; and
at prefent was the more acceptable, becaufe icarcely within ex-
pectation; for, had the furrender been protracted until the arrival of
the French fquadron had been known to the garrifon, little chance
‘would have remained of gaining the place; which continuing in the
pofleflion of enemies confederated with the French, would have
greatly influenced many fubfequent events, by means which were
now entirely precluded.

In the mean time the French at Pondicherry were holding councils
what to do with their new force. It having been determined not to
attack Fort St. David, from apprehenfions of the Englifth fqua-
dron, Tritchinopoly would probably have been the objeét, if Mr,
Soupires had not been inftruéted to refrain fromany diftantenterprize,
which might impair the force under his command, before the ar-
rival of a greater which was following from France; when both
united might attempt any thing. It was therefore refolved to

Vor. Il 2 H att
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757, Pal.iar, as the rains were approaching
ober hxttaPet to the fouth, dnd went again
D\jﬂﬂg thefe operations and alarms in the Carnatic, the arriv-ﬁ £
the F l'.CnCh {quadron had created equal apprehenfions in the (o\“;\e(:
countries. Qalliaud received the intelligence from Devi Cotal anl:}
Fort St. David feveral days before the advices from the prefidenc
'cogld .rcach Madura, and without delay began his march back t};
Tf‘ltChanpOly, with all the Europeans ; but left Mahomed 1oof
with the Sepoys and the reft of the camp, to defend Maduraand itg
dependencies, and to recover and proteét, as far as the force and oc.
Cflﬁons allowed, the diftriéts of Tinivelly : for the timidity of Mo.
dilee could not ftand the fiell ; and dreading fill more to be left
alone with Mahomed Iffoof, he again accompanied Captain Calliaud;
who the day after he left Madura, met at Nattam the firft letters
of the prefidency ordering both himfelf and Mahomed Iffoof to return
immediately to Tritchinopoly ; neverthelefsfeveralarrangements, ne-
ceflary on a new acquifition of fuch importance, induced him to con-
tinue Mahomed Iffoof ten days longer at Madura.  On the 2oth, he
himfelf arrived with the Europeans, 250, at Tritchinopoly, where
he was foon after informed, that the whole of the French force had .
taken the freld ; and although in the interval he received orders coun-
termanding the return either of himf{elf or Mahomed Iffoof, he now
preferred the firft’idea of being ready to make head at Tritchino-
poly, with a ftrong force, until the feafon, intelligence, or the
chance of war, might determine what might juftly be apprehended
fromthcoperations of the enemy. Accordingly Mahomed Iffoof with
a thoufand Sepoys, followed him and arrived at Tritchinopoly on the
8th of Oober. In the mean time Berkatoolah had been {ent with
propofals to induce Maphuze Khan to quit the Tinivelly country, but
the arrival of the French force had elevated him with fuch hopes,
that he rcjected all terms excepting the government .both of Madura
and Tinivelly at certain tributes, which he never intended to pay.
This anfwer Mahomed Iffoof received before he left Madura ; as
‘alfo certain intelligence that Hiderally, the Myfore general, was
at length arrived witha confiderable force at Dindigul: and, iz}sttt'he:
etting

Book Vi,
» unexpeftedly turpeq
ft T'rinomalee, @ from
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fetting in of the .rains il.I the Carnatic had by this time removed all .

apprehentions of immediate danger to Tritchinopoly, notwithftand.

ing the reduétion of phittal)et, Calliaud refolved that Mahomed ¢

Iffoof thould return again to Madura with the troops he had brought

as foon as they were refrefhed and furnithed with fome additiona’l

cquipments. They accordingly fet out on the 2oth of O&tober.

On the 16th, the fame day that the prefidency received the news

of the lofs of Chittapett, arrived a veflel from Bengal with authen-
tic advices of the revolution in that province produced by the fuc-
cefs at Plafly : the fucceeding days and veffels brought to the com-
pany, and to individuals, fame part of the treafure which had been
poured into Calcutta by that extraordinary event, and the reputa-
tion of a credit, adequate to the utmoft wants of the Englith affairs
in Coromandel: but this unexpeéted profperity was fomewhat cloud-
ed by the certainty of not receiving back any part of their troops
in this feafon of neceffitv. Nor were any of the fhips of war to be
expected ; for Admiral Pococke, on hearing of the French fqua-
dron, had taken the refolution of remaining in the Ganges until
January, far the proteftion of Calcuttd, and in expeltation of being
joined there by the fhips coming from England ; {oon after, arrived
the Queenfborough frigate, difpatched by Commodore Stevens in
Augutt, from St. Auguftine’s bay in the ifland of Madagafcar, with
information of his intentions to procced with the four thips under
his command, to Bombay, from whence they could not reach the
coaft until the beginning of the next vear; but the approach of the
tempeftuous feafon leflened this difappointment, as it was known that
the French themiclves expelted no more fhips of force during this
interval.

The French armyv from Chittapet appeared before Trinomalee
on the 18th. This place, notwithftanding the gailant defence of
Berkatoolah in 17353, is more famous for its fanétity than ftrength
it is fitnated 3o miles s.s.w. of Chittapet, and 30 w. of Gingee,
a craggy mouatain, about two miles in circumference, and rifing
in the middle to a great height, hath, befides others, on the higheft

Vor. 1L 2 1 ' rock,
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ing off the cattle and other booty to Dindigul. On the ap- 4 >
proach of Mahomed Iffoof, he took poft with a part of his army ﬂlﬂ
near the iffue of the pafs of Nattam, in order to intercept his ccemb
march. Mahomed Iffoof without hefitation attacked, and, witl, Nevemt
the advantage of fupcrior difcipline, and the execution of his field-

picces, obliged the Myforeans to give way ; who, decamping the-
enfuing night, croflcd the country to Chevelpetore. By this time,

the miftchief they had done having left>hothing more to get

worth the expence of remaining in the country, Hyderally colictied

his detachments, and returned to Dindigul. Mahomed Iffoof, on

his arrival at Madura, enlifted 400, the beft of Berkatoolah’s ca-

valry ; the whole of which were remaining encamped 15 miles from:

the town, waiting for the fecond payment of the agreement,.having

as neutrals, ncither given moleftation to the Myforeans, or received.

any from them. Ile, at the fame time, fent invitations to thofe.

with Maphuze Khan, and whatfoever other bodies were atting as
independent plunderers in the Tinivelly country. As foon as the
Myforeans were gone, he began his march to Tinivelly, with a.
very confiderable force. Paffing along the diftri¢ts of Etiaporum,
the Polygar redeemed his hoftages, which were in the camp, pay-
ing 18,700 rupees, the balance of his fine. The army arrived at the.
town of Tinivelly about the middle of Novembcr, from whence Ma-
phuze Khan on their approach had retired to Nellitangaville. He
had, during his refidence there, made various attempts to get pof-
feffion of the fort of Palamcotah, but had taken Calacad, and.
given it to the king of Travancore. Wahomed Iffoof, with a part.
of the army, marched immediately againft this place, which the.
Travancores abandoned without refiftance, and, being followed by.
him, retired behind their walls in the paffes of the mountains, at:
the foot of the promontory. At the fame time, the appearance of .

other detachments drove away the guards which Maphuze Khan had

placed in Papancolam, Alvarcourchy, and Bermadats; and thofe ﬁa:-

tioned by the Polygar of Vadagherry, in Tirancourchy. All thefe

places lie to the N.w. of Tinivelly, about Nellitangaville; and parties -

of Sepoys were left to maintain them. Mahomed lfioof had returned .
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T HE new year opened in the Carnatic with as little afivity as the 1758,
laft had clofed. The French troops remained in Pondicherry Y=~

waiting the arrival of their expetted armament from Europe, during Januasy.
which, Mr. Soupire, as he fays m a memoir he has publithed, en-
tered 1nto a negociation with two Jemautdars of the Englifh Se-
poys to furprize Tritchinopoly, by means of the French prifoners.
Four hundred were in confinement in the city, and 50 or 6o had at
various times been received into the Englifh fervice, and in the end
of December, foon after Calliaud returned from Madrafs, two of
the enlifted Frenchmen accufed one De la Forge, who had been
accepted as a furgeon’s mate, that he had tampered with them to
concur in a project, by which the foreigners in the fervice of the
garrifon were to murder the Englith guards in the night, then
open the prifons, arm the prifoners, and with their affiftance, over-
power the reft of the troops. Four other Frenchmen avowed the
fame converfation with De la Forge, who, with much obiftinacy, .
denied that he had ever fpoken one word to any one of Fhem: he
was however hanged two days after his -trial. This mlgh’t have
been the firft opening of Mr. Soupire’s {cheme,.althoug.h he fz}ys
nothing of it; but nothing was diicovered of his comypiracy with
the Sepovs, which he feems to have protracted untt] the end of
April. o '
F.ufien Banatvne at Outramalore, receiving intelligeice tha.t.zoo
of the French Sepoys at Carangoly had deferted on fome dlip\.th:
20 2 with
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in Tritche
Hyder‘a\ly from

could not be diminifhed without danger from the garrifon
inopoly, Mr. Soupire fent the force he intended for
Pondicherry; and from the reftraint laid on all his military operationg
they ‘were no more than 300 Sepoys and 75 Kuropeans, who al‘l‘i\-eé

at Dindigul in the end of January. ~ They were commanded by My
Aftruc, thf: fame oflicer who had been defeated by Major Lan'enc;
befo‘rc ‘Tritchinopoly in the year 1754, from which time he had
continued a pritoner on his parole until the month of O&ober of
th_c preceding year, when he was exchanged. On his arrival at
Dindigul, he found Hyderally preffed by urgent affairs to return tq
Seringapatam, the capital of Myfore, which broke the icheme of
attacking Madura ; {oon after the interview, I vderally departed, and
M. Aftruc returned to the pagoda of Seringham, where he arrivedq
on the 20th of March, and, having been long ill, died on the 22d;
he was a gallant and worthy man.

The agent fent by the Nabob to Maphuze Khan arrived at Nell;-
tangaville on the 28th of February, and found him there, encamped
in paltry tents, with go horfe, oftentatious of his poverty, pretend-
ing much difcontent againft his allies, and much attachment 10 the
Nabob § but when terms of reconciliation were propefed, nothing -
lefs would fatisfy him than the government of the whele country
as an appanage in fee; indeed he was never mafter of his own
opinion, and at prefent not-of his will, for the weftern polygars,
elated by the rifing fuperiority of the French in the Carnatic, took
the field, and obliged him, who depended upon them for his {ub-
fiftence, to lend his name, and to appear with them in perfon asthe
pretenfion of their hoftilities: the army was compofed of the troops of
the Pulitaver, of Vadagherri, of the three minor polygars, C.ota]zta,va,
Nadacourch, and Savandah ; and from the eaftern fide, qf Euaporum,
the dependant of Catabominaigue, who himfelf continued ﬁ.rm to
his new connexion with the Englifh. The confed.e-rates had: like~
wife perfuaded the Polygar of Shatore under the hills, whofe fart
is only fifteen miles to the fouth of Chevelpetore, to enter fo far
into their views as to admit a body of the Pulitavcrjs C9llerxes nto
his fort, with whom and his own he made depredations mto tl.ie ad-

5
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Paliar, could arrive to cut off their retreat. Frequent debates had s,
been held in the council concerning the expediency of withdrawing I'756:

the garrifon of Tritchinopoly, which it was refolved to poftpone June!
until the laft extremity ; but in the interval the commandant Ma-
homed Ifloof was ordered, after leaving a fufficient force in Palam-
cotah, to move towards Madura, and even to march to ‘Tritchinopoly
itfelf on the firlt fummons from Captain Calliaud. This officer, on
the 16th of May, the day after the French garrifon had quitted the
pagoda of Seringham to the Myforeans, fummoned them to fur-
render 1t, and detached his fecond, Captain Jofeph Smith, with a
party, to take poft in Jumbakiftna. The Myforeans replied by
firing cannon from Seringham againft this place, which were
anfwered the next day by a bombardment from two mortars ; aiid in
the enfuing night they abandoned Seringham, leaving a confiderable .
quantity of mulitary ftores, and eight pieces of cannon, which the
French had leftto them : they returned from whence they came, to
Dindigul. Calliaud immediately took pofleffion of the pagoda, and
garrifoned it with 500 Sepoys. .
Mr. Lally, notwithftanding his wrangles, conful.ted Mr. Deleyrit
and the jefuit Lavaur concerning the fut\.Jre operations of ic field.
Madrafs fecmed the immediate and moft important tﬂl]pt?.thll; for,
potwithftanding the utmoft exertions, many of the eflential parts of
its fortifications ftill remuined incomplete; and the c_lefe.nc.e of Fort
St. David had raifed in Mr. Lally a contemptiblz‘: opinion of the
Englifh troops in India: but 'Pondmherry could not nnmedlfizely fué-
nith money to fupport the Fam[')algxl, nor means to tr\o‘..ur};\)orft y
fand the vaft quantity of artillery and Ptores‘nece.mu“y for che t}eg}?,.
which could not bs conveyed with any ccrtau:ty in the {:h-:psm(?1 tb,e
‘rench {quadron, whilft t}}e Englith k?pt the {‘ea.b ”{lhc 1\;?:; Osf
country to the north of Ch}tt&pf:tt and V andl}vain, | _V‘ l{f rind e
the Linglith garrifous, prefented a mu;h caler coﬁ.c'l-'-«-urc e
he f no inconfiderable revenue, with thie advantage of prefing
chance oF ~ : refiee + bue Nr. Latly could not
NMadrafs itielf by a variety of -d\f‘m, A cmfn o hich
brook the flow, although certain s ot c/-'d..'ea'.r.lng ,{, o
e avifen from this expediiion.  Yieiding togeeiore 1o 4
would have arilen from ! 2 dvice
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Tondiman, and even from the two
this very time i enmity with all the prefid
and the Nabob were in no condition to fend any affiftance frome I:Ey
Carnatic, but they authorized Capt. Calliaud to a&t °
require from Tritchinopoly, where the commandant
in obedience to the orders fent to him on
French fquadron,arrived on the 16th of June with 2020 Sepoys from
the Tinivelly country. This reinforcement epnabled Calliaud to fyc.

cour the king without too much unpairing his own garrifon; but the

continual and authentic intellig:nce which he obtained of the dupli~

city of the king’s councils, created no little perplexity in the option

between fending fuccours which might be betrayed to tha enemy; or
by withholding them, give the king a pretext to make terms with
them, “which in this conjunéture muft be dangerous to the Englith
affairs : he however, at all rifques, as foon as he heard the French’
army were in motion from Nugore, detached 500 Sepoys with 10
European artillery-men, and 3c0 Collcries colle@ed trom the neigh-
bouring Polvgars dependanton Tritchinopoly, deeming thisreinforce.
ment i the prefent inftant fufficient to leep up the king’s hope of

more ; and waiting to allit him hereaiter, according to his condu&

with the enemy, which he caufed to be na:rowly wacched. The ex-

hortations of the prefidency had likewife induced Tondiman and the

two Moravars to fufpend their refentiments o far as to let their

Colleries alfo take fervice with the king, who hired 4000 of them ;

and they werc fent, as they arrived, to Monacjee’s camp,” as were
afterwards thofe fupplied by Calliaud. The French army remained
at Trivalore until the 12th of July, during which their cavalry
fwept the country round of all the cattle, of which Mr. Lally fent
large droves to be fold at the towns on the fea-coaft ;'which pre-
caution was imputed to him as a project of private gai 3 buF not
much was got by 1it, for Monacjee had detached his Collenes. to
maraud in the rear of the French army, who cut off every thing
which moved to and from the camp with flender efcorts, and re-
covered great numbers of the cattle. vhich they too drove away, and
fold for the loweft prices to any who would buy them. Howzer >
me

Book 1x.
Moravars, although Le was at

three Polygars. The

as occafion might
Mahomed Itfoof,
the firft appearance of the
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’58. pot only on the country and city of Tanjore, but likewife on th

N\~ - . .

guit, king and his whole family, whom he threateyed to carry as flayes tc
o

the ifland of Mauritivs, ~ In the evening the army moved from the
{uburbs, and formed a regular camp about a mile and a half to the
louth-eaft of the town.

The expreﬁ"xon.s in Mr. Lally’s letter to Kenedy, dctermined the
king, whq had hitherto fAluctuated in rrefolution, to defend himfelf
to extrem}t}:, and he now repeated his folicitations with the utmoft
earnci{inets for affiftance from 'l‘ritchinopoly. Captain Calliaug, by
the accounts he continually reccived of the king's ncgotiations, had
hitherto thought it unfafe to troft any more troops in his power, whilft
making engagements to affift the French in the reduction of Tritchis
nopoly: but, being convinced by this laft rupture, that he had re-
nounced all defigns of accord or reconciliation with them, detached on
the 6th of Auguft 500 of his beft Sepoys, with two excellent fer-

jeants and 27 cannoneers, who in order to avoid the encounter of the
French troops, procceded in a round-about road along the bank of
the Coleroon.

A deep water-courfe, running within g4oo yards parallel to the
fouth fide of the citv, furnithed a much moré commodious trench
than any which are opened in {leges, determined Mr. Lally to make
the attack under the advantage of this cover. The fouth face of the city
1s much the narroweft afpedt, extending only 48o yards. Two batteries
were ercéted on the nether edge of the water-courfe, -the one of three
guns oppofite to the middle of the face, but turned to breach between
the cavalier of the eaftern angle and the next tower. The other, of
two guns, was 200 yards to the right. '

Both opened on the 2d of Auguft. [t was the 7thintheevening, after
five days firing, before the batteries had produced a breach fix fect wide:
but by this time there remained only 150 charges of powder for'the
cannon, and not 2o cartouches a man for the troops ; and, notwith-
ftanding the numbers of cattle which had been feized, there were not

provifions for two days remaining in the camp, and the great diftance
5 from
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\r 753:’ army, who concurred in l'el_n_()nﬁrating to Mr. D’Aché the neceﬂ‘ity
Augult. of meeting the Englith fquadron again, or at leaft of deferring the

departure of his own whilift they remained on the coaft. Mr.D’Achs
returncd the unanimous opinion of all his captains, that the one wag
impracticable, and the other too dangerous to be rifqued : however,
atter fome mediations, he confented to leave 500 of his failors and
rnarines toferve on fhore ; and on the 3d of September failed with al}
the thips for the Ifle of Mauritius. i
‘T’he detachments which had been fent from Tritchinopoly to affift
Tanjore, and the attack impending on Tritchinopoly itfelf, if Mr.
1.ally thould {ucceed in his views at Tanjore, had obliged Captain
Calliaud not only to withdraw the guards of Sepoys ftationed in the
diftant villages, but even to call in the garrifon he had placed in the
pagoda of Seringham, although under the guns of the city. Thebro-
ther of Hydernaig, with the party of My{oreans who had lately been
driven out of it, had returned from Dindigul, reinforced with more,
and were waiting at fome diftance to the weft; and as {oon as Sering-
ham was evacuated by the Englifh troops, they came on, and took
polleffion of it agan: but Calliaud, as foon as the French army re-
treated trom Dbefore Tanjore, fent out parties to attack them, who
with little effort difpoflefled and drove them away. No probability
then remaining of any intermediate danger, Calliaud refolved, as {oon
as his detachments returned from Tanjore, to difpoflefs the reigning
Rheddy of Terriore, and to reftore his coufin, the expelled Rheddy,
who had long folicited this afliftance, which could not with p.rudenc:e
be afforded, whilft the French garrifon were remaining at Sermgham,
The viciffitudes of thefe two competitors had been peculiar. The
French found the Rheddy, now expelled, in poffeffion when they
overrun Terriore in 1753 ; and then depoﬁn'g him, appoin.ted the
Rheddy now reigning, whom they removed. in 1755, and reinftated
the firft: but, being afterwards diifatisﬁ‘ed with his Condu&,'expel}ed
him in 1756, aid again reinftated lus rival 3 who, from this laft ap-
pointment had kept pofleffion. The plunder of the adjacent villages

between Terriore, and the ftreights of Utatoor, was the only detrx-t
men
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defetion of ot_her allies. The ufual tardine(s of preparations deta; 335

ed the troops in the town until the 18th; when Colonel Ij etain- 1448,

marched with eight field-pieces, 620 Europeans awrence “Foy
»

and 1200 SC oV
On the 24th, they encamped on the other fide of the Paliar fb;zt
: : o
cight milcs beyond Chinglapet, when having recei >

- ved intelligence of
the retreat of the IFrench army from Tanjore, .

‘ they returned them-
felves to Madrals, where they arrived on the laft day of the month

Whilft abroad, a party of the Nubob’s troops from Arcot, encou-
racged by their march,. joined thofe of Abdul Hay, the renter of Sa-
lawauk, and, after an aukward attack, which lafted cight days, re-

took the fort of "I'rivatore by affault, and put many of the garrifon,
which confifted of geo men, to the {fword.

Mr. D’Aché rctired from the laft engagement with a conviction
that the Englifth remained to windward with the ntention of falling
fuddenly upon his thips, whilft moored and repairing in the road of
Pondicherry ; and it was {fuppofed that they had two fire-thips, al-
though they had only one, which had been of no fervice in the laft
engagement : however, thefe notions determined him to anchor op-

pofite to the town, as near the thore as poffible, under the protettion
of the line of guns tothe fea ; and the council, in complacence, it is

faid, to his ideas, recalled the detachment of 600 Europeans encamp-
ed with Mr. Soupires at Gingee, who came in on the 14th, on the
fame day that the troops from Madrafs took the field. Neither the
remonftrances of the Count D’Eftaigne, fent forward by Mr. Lally,
to proteft acainft the difrepute which would follm'v this apprehenfive
condu@, nor Mr. D’Eftaigne’s offers of .embarkmg any number of
troops on the fquadron, and of accompanying them hxmi,elf, as a proc?f
of his confidence of fuccefs, availed to induce Mr. D’Aché to ﬁ}ﬂ,
and try the rifque of another engagement. Mr. Lally moved \;v{}th
the army from Karical on the 24th 3 they were two days ;n 'I?a 1r.11g
the Coleroon at Devi Cotah, and obliged at laft to leave t.1§u z{trt; 1-l
lery and carriages there when Mr. Lally went forward \;u z;) e?m-
detachment, and arrived on the 28tl.11 atf Izlcindﬁl;iir;iyér:/ti;rlcand ;he
amoned a mixt council of the a :
me\(}’l;il%l.fumm 2 U ariny,
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not ﬁ;f}?cr them to reft until they took refuge in the Myfore coun- 1759
try, where they remained, propofing fchemes, and foliciting affift- Marc
ance; but mecting little cncouragement from this government, Huf

fcin Cawn offered to join the Rheddi, who had. retaken Terriore,

i making incurfions into the Naboly's country: but the Rheddi,
making a merit of refraining from the mifchief in his power, proffered
moncy and regular terms of fubmiffion to the Nabob, who, for the
fake of the moncy, and to fave the expence of defending the diftant
villagcs, accepted his obedience, and confirmed him in the govern-
ment; in which this was his fourth inftallation, and the other
Rheddi had loft and refumed it as often.

‘T'he countries of Madura and Tinivelly had relapfed into their
former ftate of anarchy and confufion, after Mahomed Hioof, with fo
large a part of his force, was recalled out of them in the month of
July. All that the feven companies of Sepoys left in the city of
Madura could do, was to colleét from the country provifions fuffi-
cient for their fubfiftence. The incurfions of the Nattam Colleries
from the north, and of thofe under the Polygars along the hills to
the weft, ruined or appropriated whatfocver cultivation or revenue
arofe in the diftri¢ts at a diftance from the city. To the fouthward,
in the Tinivelly country matters were mugh worfe. Maphuze Cawn
forgot all his former profeflions of reconciliation, united more firmly
than ever, and took up his refidence with the Pulitaver, who led
the weftern Polygars; and Catabominaig, with Etiaporum, who
were the heads of the weftern, concluding from the fuperiority of
the French in the Carnatic, that the affairs of the Nabob and the
tnglith would never recover, feized whatfoever country }ay conve-
nient for them: nor did the five companies of Sepoys left in the fort
of Palamcotah, and bereft of all alliance, venture any oppofition to
their encroachments, or even to maintain the town of Tinivelly; of
which Maphuze Khan and the Pulitaver once again took pofleffion.
‘T'he Scpoys contented themfclves with prcfervmg Palamco.tah,. wh-cre:
they were often obliged to defend the walls againft the ik.u“mnfhcs of
lhcv Pulitaver’s Colleries, which confumed their ammunition ; and,

as none of their letters reached the Carnatic, or even Tritchinopoly,
| they
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not ﬁlff@‘ them to reﬁ' until they took refuge in the Myfore coun. 17- 9
try, where they remained, propofing {chemes, and foliciting affift-
ance; but meecting little eéncouragement from this government, Hy(.

' .fem Cawn offered to join the Rheddi, who had.retaken Terriore,
In making incurfions into the Nabob’s country: but the Rheddi,
making a merit of refraining from the mifchief in his power, proffered
money and regular terms of {ubmiffion to the Nabob, who, for the
fake of the money, and to fave the expence of defending the diftant
villages, accepted his obedience, and confirmed him in the govern-
ment; in which this was his fourth inftallation, and the other
Rheddi had loft and refumed it as often.

The countries of Madura and Tinivelly had relapied into their
former ftate of anarchy and confufion, after Mahomed Hloof, with o
large a part of his force, was recalled out of them in the month of
July. All that the feven companies of Sepoys left in the city of
Madura could do, was to colle&t from the country provifions fuffi-
cient for their fubfiftence. The incurfions of the Nattam Colleries
from the north, and of thofe under the Polygars along the hills to
the weft, ruined or appropriated whatfoever cultivation or revenue
arofe in the diftricts at a diftance from the city. To the fouthward,
in the Tinivelly country matters were mugh worfe. Maphuze Cawn
forgot all his former profeffions of reconciliation, united more firmly
than ever, and took up his refidence with the Pulitaver, who led
the weftern Polygars; and Catabominaig, with Etiaporum, who

were the heads of the weftern, concluding from the fuperiority of
the French 1in the Carnatic, that the affairs of the Nabob and the
Englith would never recover, {feized whatfoever country lay conve-
nient for them: nor did the five companies of Sepoys left in the fort
of Palamcotah, and bereft of all alliance, venture any oppofition to
their encroachments, or even to maintain the town of Tinivelly; of
which Maphuze Khan and the Pulitaver once again took pofleffion.
The Sepoys contented themfelves with prefervingr Palarnco.tah,. where
they were often obliged to defend the walls againft the ik.u'.mlfhes of
the Pulitaver’s Colleries, which confumed their ammunition ; and,

as none of their letters reached the Carnatic, or even Tritchinopoly,
they

March
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1759. thev wrote by the hand of a Topafs, a letter to Anjengo, which i3
the fouthern of the Englith fatories on the coaft of Malabas rc;-
quelting fupplies; but the Topafs writing what he thought En:rlifh
the letter was fo unintelligible, that the factorv neither under?’mo(,[
from whence or whom 1t came, nor what they wanted. At length
letters from Mahomed Ifloof procured them credit, which enable(i
them to purchafe provifion, and even to get lead and gunpowder
from the ica-coaft in the bay of Tutacorin. It was very fortunate,
that the fidelity of the Sepoys in Madura and Palamcotah continued
unfhaken; for had either of thefe fortrefles been betrayed, no means
remained of retaking them; and the ceflion of Madura might have
purchaied Hyderally, the Myfore general, to join the French, who
at this very time had an officer of diftinétion treating with him at

Seringapatam. |
The repulfe of the French from Madrafs had increafed the danger

of lofing thefe countries, fince the French, being nolonger under the
neceffity of keeping their whole force colleted in one point, might,
{till leaving fufficient to oppofe the Englifh army in the field, detach
the reft to other objefts. The partizan Lambert was moving with
his flying troops from Pondicherry to the weftward; and danger
to the city of Madura might accrue even from Huflein Cawn, if
he thould get a body of Myforeans to accompany him from Dindigul.
On thefe confiderations, the Prefidency refolved to fend Mahomed
Iffoof back into thefe countries, and to accept his offer of renting
Madura and Tinivelly together, at the rate of five lacks of rupees
for the enfuing year clear of all charges, excepting what might
arife from the neceffity of defending them either againft the French,
the My{oreans, or Morattoes. The Nabob had, ever fince the firlt
appointment of Mahomed Iffoof to condu& the war in thefe coun-
tries, regarded him with fufpicion and averfion, and infifted that they
thould be left to his own difpofal and controul; although he had
not in his whole dependance, a relation or officer of military refolution
and experience {ufficient to maintain them in this time of difficulty.
The French and Englith armies continued almoft 1n fight of each

other for two and twenty days; the one withing to be attacked, in
their

u—— ./
g\larch.



probably have advanced into the plains of the

. profeﬁions to the French and Englith, if the Sar’
Englifh troops had not arrived a5 they did at Kalaftri. Their ap- Sober,

Pearance difconcerted him the more becaufe the commander of the
French troops in his army, and the agent deputed to him from
Pf)ndicherl-y, had, with as much confidence as imprudence, affured
him, before he croffed the Pennar, that Mr. Buffy would join him
at Sydaporum on the 1ft of O&ober. It was now the 19th, and
Baffaulut Jung, fo long difappointed, would not at length believe
that Mr. Bufly had even left Pondicherry; when reports arrived of
the revolt at Vandiwath: on which, he beat his great drum, re-
crofled the Pennar, and marched to the n. w. into the country of
Cudapah, towards the capital of the {ame name. The French troops
accompanied him, diftreffed for neceflaries; but their officers pre-
vailed on him to requeft of Mr. Bufly, that he would immediately
advance and join him in Cudapah. Mr. Bufly received this intelli-
gence on the 24th, and fet out the {fame day ; but, as more than half
the way he had to pafs was through the mountains, he took with
him only three companies of Sepoys, 100 of the Europeax‘l horfe, axxfi
200 black under a good partizan, which he had enlifted at h?s
own expence at Arcot, becaufe thofe he had brought ﬁ-rom Vand}-
wafth were gone off for want of pay. They marched without artil-
lery and with very little baggage. : ‘
The monfoon, with figns of ftormy weather, warned Admiral
Pococke to quit the coaft: the prefidency endgaxroured to pe.rfuade
him to leave fuch of his fthips as did not require the dock,.m the
bay of Trinconamalée; from whence they might return with the
fair weather in January, ready to oppole any part of the Fre}lch gqua_l-
dron, which might be fent back expeditioufly from the 1{1?1{1111 .s,bm
order to command the coaft during the a}bff:nge of the Engh ,‘1 ;]lt
Mr. Pococke judicioufly refolved not to diminith his &rength., unt{l} €
had rounded Ceylon, and was far enougn up the Malabar (éoa. t ht.o
be fure the enemy were not waiting tc meet him there, under this

: - ‘ {ecure from this event,
difadvantage : but promifed, as {oon as rom tms
Zsrf};nc; E:cnmd 1€4r. Cornifh’s fhips, if they fhould jon him mn :}:

W<
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grenadiers and soo Sepoys: to prevent their embarkation, The

Docember. Y rench troops had gained no certain intelligence of the force

with Fifcher, and waited on their ground until they could diftinguifh
the number of Yorke’s divifion, who when near fent off the Sgpoys
to gain their flank, and haftened up in front with the grenadiers
as faft as they could march. The French only remained to oive
one fire, and then ran as faft as they could through the grove, c;'ol-
lowed almoft at the fame pace, to gain the Dutch fatory, into
which theyv were admitted. Yorke immediately {urrounded the fac-
tory, which had very flight defences, and Fifcher coming up in the
evening with the main body, invefted it more clofely, and peremp-
torily demanded the French troops, whom, after a very formal
proteft, the Dutch agents delivered the next day, which was the
28th of December. In the enfuing night Poete failed with the reft
of his detachment zoo men, Europeans and Topaffes, all in the
fnow. Irom Cocanara the Englith troops marched on to Vizaga-
patam, where they arrived on the 16th of January; and a few days
after, all the Europeans embarked in two Linglifh thips proceeding
to Bengal ; but the Sepoys were left to purfue their route on fthore
by Ganjam and through the province of Orixa. Thus nothing re-
mained to fear in the company’s pofleflions and acquifitions to the
north of the Kriftna. We fhall now defcribe the progrefs of their
“officer Mahomed Iffoof 1n the countries towards Cape Comorin.
He arrived at Madura on the 4th of May, and had been abfent ten
months. The force he left in the country, when called away, was 14
‘companies of Sepoys, fix 1n the fort of Madura, five,in Palamcotah,
and three at Tinivelly. Nothing more could be expeted from either
of thefe bodies, than to defend the ground in fight of the walls they
garrifoned. Accordingly all the diftri&ts of both provinces from the
foreft of Nattam to the cates of Travancore, lay {ubjeét to their con-
tributions, or expofed to their ravages. The declenfion of the Englith

affairs, which began with the furrender of Fort St. David, (on which

Mahomed Iflcof was recalled,) and continued until the French were

obliged to raife the fiege of Madrafs,kept Maphuze Khan 1n continual
hopes, that he thould be joined by a body of French troops, and efta-

4 blithed
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1759,  killed and wounded in the attack, which lafted three days, and then
D“;;fn';g: - the polygar made his efcape by night. The fort was immediately
Fuly. razed to the ground, afte:r which the detachment joined the main
body with Mahomed Ifloof, and the whole proceeding by the way
of Gax}gadaram, a.rrived at Tinivelly in the middle of July. They
were {carcely arrived, when Maphuze Khan, whofe mind alwayg
wavered with every change of circumftances, wrote a letter to I\’I;L.
hor}qed Iffoof, offering to quit his allies, and proceed to the Car-
natic; provided he was allowed a f{uitable jaghire for his maintc-
nance : He even afked a fafeguard to come to Tinivelly. Mahomed
Iffoof, without authority, affured him that his requefts fhould be
complicd with; and recommended them to the Prefidency, by
whom they were referred to the Nabob.

The midland country, for thirty miles to the north of the town
of Tinivelly, 1s open and of great cultivation, and, lying between
the eaftern and weftern Polygars, -had been the favourite field of
their depredations. The principal ftation from which the eaftern
made their inroads into thefe diftri¢ts was the fort and wood of
Wootamally, fituated 35 miles N. N. w. of Tinivelly. The Poly-
gar, grown rich by eafy plunder, had many colleries, who were
well armed ; and Mahomed Iffoof {oon after his arrival at Tinivelly
marched againft him with the greateft part of his force, and in a
few days reduced his fort, in which he placed fome troops ; and fta-
tioned a guard of 50 horfe, and fome peons and colleries in a place
called Shorandah, as an intermediate poft. He was no fooner re-
turned to Tinivelly, than a multitude of colleries belonging to the
Pulitaver and Vadgherri furprized the guard at Shorandah, and
etther killed or took all their horfes, with their riders; on which
Mahomed Iffoof detached feven companies of Sepoys, who recover-
ed the poft, and remained in 1t, in order to prote¢t the adjacent -
country.

Equal confufion prevailed in the diftriéts to the fouth of Tinivelly.

i The troops of the Maliaver, or King of Travancore, were making
" incurficns from their wall to feize the harvefts at the foot of

the hills from Calacad to Cape Comorin. The variety of dif-
trattions,
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tractions, which exifted on every fide, could not be all oppofed at 1759.

the fame time, unlefs a greater army were embodied than all the Do
revenues of the two provinces could defray. But the king was

the leaft inveterate enemy to the Englith; becaufe the polygar of Va-

dagherri had provoked his refentment, by continually employing his

Colleries to make depredations in his country on the other fide of the

mountains, through the pafc of Shencottah, which lies 15 miles to

the fouth of Vadagherri. On this ground of common enmity, Ma-

homed Iffoof opened a negotiation with the king; who confented to

a conference at the gates of his country near the promontory. They

met in the end of Auguft, and the interview pafled with much po-

Iitenefs and feeming cordiality. The king, at leaft publicly, de-

manded nothing, and agreed to defift from hisinroads into the diftricts

of Tinivelly, and to aét with a confiderable force in conjunétion with

Mahomed Iffoof againft Vadagherri, and the Pulitaver. On the 3d of Augup.

September, Mahomed Iffoof {till remaining at the gates of Travan.  September

core, was joined by 1ooo of the king’s Sepoys, armed with heavy

mufkets made in his own eountry, and difciplined, although auk-

wardly, in the European manner; but they were well {upphed

with ftores and ammunition. He then returned to Tinivelly, and

marching from thence with his whole forcc., in deference to ?hc

king, proceeded dire@ly againft Vadaghern, although 20 miles

beyond Nellitangaville, the refidence of the Pulitaver: whgn

arrived near Shencottah, he was joined by an army full as large

as his own, confifting of 10,000 more of the king’s troops of

various kinds of infantry, who had marched through the pafs. ¢

This was perhaps the greateft force that ‘had been a{Tcmbied

for fome centuries in this country. Vadagherri defended his woods

for a day, in which about 100 men were kided and wounded on both

fides; but in the night abandoned his fort, and efcaped away to the
itaver at Nellitangaville.

Pu'?[l‘?e arrival of fucﬁ a gueft, who, for the firt time,. bafi been re- Octabe

duced to fuch diftrefs, frightened the Pulitaver; and fet his cunning

to work to divert the ftorm from himfelf. The. repulfe of the Enghith

troops at the attack of the pettah at Vandiwath on the 3oth of

Vor. II 4 C September,

e
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"1759. September, was known in the country, and was believed, as the
December,  French had reprefented it, a fignal defeat. Maphuze Khan hag re.
Octsber.  ceived letters from Baffaulet Jung and the government of Pondj-
cheiry, which encouraged him to think, that they fhould very foon
overpower the Enghfh in the Carnatie, when he might expeé to

be fubftituted to his brother Mahomed Ally, who was to be

depofed from the Nabobthip. This correfpondence, and thefe ex-
pcctations, the Pulitaver communicated to the king of Travancore,

and offered, if he would quit the Engiifh, and join Maphuze Caun
cagainft them, to give him whatfoever diftriéts in the Tinivelly
country might lic convenient to his own. The King immediately
expofed thefe documents to. Mahomed Iffoof, and ftanding on
his importance, demanded the ceflion of Calacad and the adjacent

' diftricts, for which he had fo long contended againft the Nabob’s
government. He faid, that more territory than he claimed had
already been recovered with his amﬁaxlce; that what might
be refufed by one, would be readily given to him by another;

- and that, if he fhould join the Polysars, the Nabob’s aunthority
would never be eftablithed in the Tinivelly country. Mahomed
Hoof, whilft perplexed: with this dilemma, was informed that
the two eighteen-pounders, with oo mufkets, which had been {fent,
according to his requeft, from Madrafs, were loft at fea; and that
the two fix-pounders, although landed, were ftopped by the Dutch
agent at Tutacorin. This mifchance gave greater weight to the
king’s ‘arguments, and greater value to his affiftance; for the force
of Mahomed Ifloof alone was not fufficient to reduce the Pulitaver,
whom all the beft colleries in the country were flocking to defend.
He ' therefore furrendered the diftriéts which the king demanded;
and the Prefidency approved the ceifion; but the Nabob fufpelted:
that it had been proemifed by Iffoof at his firft interview with the
king, 1in order to fecure his future affiftance to his own ambitious

}
¥

Views.
As foon as this agreement was fettled, the Travancores moved
again in conjunc¢tion with his troops. On the 6th of November,

they invefted the wood and fort of Eafaltaver, which was one of
the

ember.
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fhc dependencies of the Pulitaver. The Colleries defended the wood 1769
three days, and then abandoned both; and retired to Nellitangaville. 0

507

After this fuccefs, the want of ammunition obliged Mahomed 1ffoof .

Yo 1:emain until he received fupplies from Madura, Palamcotah, and
' An_!cngo. The army of Travancore, to prevent difgufts from dif-
parity of cuftoms, encamped feparately, but in fight of Mahomed
1ffoof’s ; and on the 20th of November, a body of 5 or 6000 Colleries
attacked the camp of the Travancores in open day. Mahomed [{Toof
on the firft alarm, fent his horfe, and followed with his Sepoys anc’i
pther foot ; but the Colleries retreated before they came up, and their
nimblenefs, with the ruggednefs of the country, rendered the purfuit
of little avail. ~They had killed and wounded 100 of the Traven-

cores, before they went off. A day or two after this {kirmith, Ma-
homed Iffoof received three howitzes, with fome ftores, and a fupply
of ammunition from Anjengo; and the two fix-pounders with their
thot likewife came up from Tutacorin; he then moved with his
allies, and on the 4th of December fet down before Wathinelore, ano-
ther fort dependent on the Pulitaver, much {tronger than any he had,
excepting Nellitangaville, from which it 1s fituated twenty miles to
the . w. and twelve in the fame dire&tion from Outamaly.
Warthinelore ftood within three miles from the great range of
mountains, at the foot of which ran a thick wood,extending two mi}es.
into the plain, and within 1300 yards of the weft and {outh fides of
the fort; but turned to a much greater diftance on the no.rth, and to
the eaft the plain was open, and every where covere(l‘_wuh profufe
cultivation. A very extenfive pettah, the refidence of fome thoufand
inhabitants, commenced within forty yards, and ext.ended 1200 tO
the N.E. of the walls: a thick thorn hedge, with barriers, furroundgd
. both the pettah and the fort. The extent of the fort \yash6 (5iofby
300 yards: 1t was of mud, but almoft as hard as bnclf{; ;lt \a hgu;
large {quare tOwers, one at each angle, and {everal mab er, wl }E:d
were round, between. Every tO\.NCl' was a feparz.tte re:do;J1 t;-ex}c. 0 f, .
by a parapet, to command within as well as without the dorth : the
Jccefs to the tower was a fteep ramp, only two feet broad, the en-

November.
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walls place betore any impreffion had been made on the 260.
N

Ko, ket e o] S he s rom Sing T
the o,‘arrii'on brvine g j? 'ort of -Dcwcot‘ah to be evacuated ; ang
marghed aw,a o t}?c/be: everal bl?acllcs i the walls and towers,
Senovs in b ) n th ginning .of Pebrgat'y, but lcfft a company of

Poys 1n the pagoda of Atchaveram, which ftands five miles inland
of Devicotah.

. Cap-tain Jofeph Smith, on this ntelligence, detached two compa-’
lies of Sepoys, under the command of ferjeant Sommers, on whofe
approach the French Sepoys at Atchaveram were reinforced by ano-
ther company from the Pagoda of Chilambarum, with which they
marched out, and met Sommers’s detachment on the plain, who
routed. them completely, taking five ftand of their colours, with four
of their officers, and, befide the Sepoys who were killed, many were
drowned in the hurry of croffing the Coleroon. Immediatel‘y after
this encounter, Sommers proceeded, took poffeffion of Devicotah,
and began to repair the breaches.

'The news of the viGtory at Vandivafh reached Tritchinopoly on
the 3oth of January, and cleared at once the cloud of de{pondency
which had overwhelmed the Nabob ever fince he left Madrafs to
proceed thither. . He pitched his tent, difplayed his great {tandard,
and declared his intention of returning into the Carnatic; but
waited until the French troops thould be removed from Sering-
ham; and his with was f{oon gratified ; for Mr. Lally, on his
arrival at Pondicherry, difpatched a fecond order, under the fe-
vereft penalties of difobedience, for all the troops between Vol-
condah and Tritchinopoly to join his army without dela)i.‘ They
hoped to conceal their retreat from the ggrrifon of Tritchino-
poly, and made the preparations with all fecrecy; but fome of
the Malabars employed by them were natives of this part of t.h.e
country, who, folicitous to fecure pardon, 1f not favour., with
the change of government, gave immediate and conftant intelli-

gence to Captain Jofeph Smith, who made ready to take {uch advans

tages as ufually occur, when troops retreating ure purfued. The
1 G2 whole
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bers, and immediately fent out all the cavalry réemaming in the
camp, which were 1000 black, and 8o European horfe: they were
led by Vafferot, but whilft proceeding ftraight towards Trivadi, the
Myforeans filed off from thence along the Panar, until they reacheq
the bounds of Fort St. David, and then crofling the plain, and keep-
ing about a mile from the fea, came in towards the evening at
Ariancopang, three miles in the rear of the French camp at Perimbé
They fet out from Trivadi, with 2000 head of cattle, which re-
tarding their march, they left in different herds in various places,
intending to return and bring them in by detachments; fo that only
300 bullocks arrived with them at the French camp.

The day after, Mr. Lally, in order to make proof of their fervice,
advanced with them all, and the French European horfe, towards
the grand guard of the Englith cavalry, which was pofted a mile and
a half in front of the camp. :All, when at a proper diftance, fet
off on the gallop, and furrounded the guard on every fide. Colonel
Coote immediately puthed to relieve them with the main body of
the cavalry, from the camp; but before they came up, as thefe kind
of onfets are generally decided in a very few minutes, the whole
guard was difperfed, and hurrying back to take fhelter with the
main body. The Myforeans carried off 30 horfes belonging to the
black cavalry, and feven to the huffars.

Enfign Turner, who commanded at Cuddalore, receiving intel-
ligence of the cattle which had been left on the way, went
out with the Sepoys of his garrifon, and in two or three days col-
le€ted and drove in goo of them; and none of the reft got into
Pondicherry.

The detachment of Myforeans efcorted the officers appointed by
Hyder Alley to fettle the treaty and the plan of operations with the
French government. A little before their arrival a report had been
{pread, that orders were on the way recalling Mr. Lally to France;
which the Myforeans hearing infifted that Mr. Deleyrit, and all the

members of the Council, thould fign the treaty; had they re-
fufed, no further affiftance was to be expetted ; they therefore figned

it, but at the fame time compofed a proteft, which they kept en-
tirelv
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tirely fecret amongft themfelves, objeGting more efpecially to the 1760.‘

monthly fum which the Myforeans were to receive as pay, to dif- ]
' une.

charge which no money exifted; and that the territories ceded to them
were of much more value than the indefinite {ervices thev were likely
to perform. Neverthelefs this clandeftine difapprobation was uniwor-
thy theiroffice, being calculated to exempt themfelves from blame,and
to exaggerate 1t on Mr. Lally, if affairs thould better with the affift-
ance of the Myforeans; at the fame timethe apparent fanétion evinced
that the council faw no immediate means fo likely to ftop the progrefs
of the Englith fucceffes, which had taken every thing abroad but
Thiagar and Gingee, and were at this inftant menacing. the capital,
Pondicherry: fo that had the council meant fincerely, they only pro-
mifed the half of what they had loft, or never poffefled, to obtain the
only chance of gaining the other half, perhaps of preferving what
remained. The treaty was figned on the 27th, and on the 28th at
night all the Myforeans went away, promifing to return very foon
with their whole force, and abundance of provifions. The next day
the French army retreated from Perimbé to the bound-hedge.

In this interval, the fquadron had been joined by two fhips of the
line from England, the Norfolk of 74, and the Panther of 64 guns,
which anchored at Cuddalore on the 15th; and a few days after one
of the Company’s fthips arrived from Tellicherry on the Malabar
coaft, with a detachment of 100 Europeans, and 122 Topafes,
fent from that fettlement by order from Bombay. This, with the
detachment of artillery which arrived a little before, would have been
a great reinforcement at any time, but was at this junéture more
efpecially {eafonable; and thefe exertions did honour to the councils
‘of that Prefidency, which had hitherto been very cautious of parting
with any part of its force.

Onthe 30th, the day after the French army returned to their bounds,
Colonel Coote detached the remainder of the huffars, who were 20,
500 black horfe, 50 European infantry, and four companies of Sepoys,
to Major More, that he might be ftrong enough to encounter the
whole body of the Myforeans in their approach to Pondicherry.

"This officer had been joined at Tricalore on the 24th, by Kiftna-
, row,
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out from hence on the 29th, the day appointed; but Captain Prefton
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having two days before taken a mud fort, called Penamalee, fitvated “——’

at the opening of the hills, pofted a ftrong guard there, which the
enemy miftaking for the whole of his force, retired again, and after-
wards hearing of the difpofitions made from the Englith camp, re-
folved to proceed as before in feparate troops.

On the 2d of September arrived at Cuddalore three of the King’s
fhips, convoying feveral of the Company’s from England. Of the
men of war two were the America, and Medway, each of 6o guns,
which complcated the fquadron before Pondicherry to 15 fail of
the line._ In the Company’s thips were part of a Highland regiment,
fupplied by the government, in addition to the troops it had already
fent to India. Thefc mighty aids witnefled in this quarter of the
globe, as equal efforts, wherefoever neceffary, in every other, the
fuperior energy of that mind, who poffefling equally the confidence
of his fovereign and the nation, condufed the arduous and exten-
five war in which they were engaged againft their great and only
rival. '

The fame evening Colonel Coote ordered 400 men to march and
invefl the fort of Ariancopang ; but Colonel Monfon, the next in com-
mand, did not approve the operation, although it had been pleaded to
Admiral Stevens, as the principal inducement to land the marines of
the fquadron: and Colonel Coete, not to difguft pertinacity, when
concurrence was fo neceflary, countermanded the detachment.

Mr. Lally received mformation, that the detachment had Dbeen
paraded, and fufpefted the fervice for which it had been intended.
Such a proof of the opinion which the Englifh army entertained of
their own fuperiority, convinced him that it would {oon be followed
by fome real blow of equal detriment, if they werc not immediately
convinced, that his own was capable of more than aching on the
defenfive. He refolved to attack their camp by furprize on the
night of the 4th, and his difpofitions were made with much fkill
and fagacity.

In the three fhips at anchor before the town, were 150 European
mariners; they were all landed, and Lafcars {ent on board. Thefe

Auguft.

Europeans,,
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they were enlifted in the Englith fervice. Mr. Lally, on hearipe
that his detachment was retreating, and that Arcot was preffedb,
took a fudden refolution of marching with all the reft of the ca-
valry, in order, as he gave out, either to throw feinforcements
into Arcot, or to retake Chittapett by furprize, and releafe the
wounded prifoners there ; but the cavalry, when drawn out, mu-
tinied, refufed to procecd with him, and all went out of the bounds,
as if they intended to go over to the Englith garrifons ; their officers
however brought them back ; but fuch was the general difcontent
for want of pay, that {feveral of the common foldiers were over-
heard, in the night of the rrth, propofing among themielves to
turn the guns in the ramparts againft the government houfe, as the
only means of bringing Mr. Lally to reafon. He immediately re-
prefented the depofitions of the witnefles to Mr. De Leyrit and the
Council, who, having no money in the public treafury, propofed ex-
pedients, which Mr. Lally did not approve. All the country in the
rear of Vandivath and Chittapett, quite up to Pondicherry, had
been let for five years to two of the European inhabitants of the cos
lonv, at the rent of 1,450,000 rupees a year: they were applied to
i this exigency, and aniwered, that they had no money, having
been difappointed of much they expected by the lofs of Vandivath
and Chittapett; on which the Malabar, to whom Mr. Lally had
rented the diftriéts round Arcot, whilit they remained under his au-
thority, offered to advance 50,000 rupees in ten days, and 80,000 in
twenty more, if what remained ofsthe diftriéts let to the two l<u-
ropeans were leafed out to him, with the addition of all the coun-
try to the fouth of Pondicherry, as far as Chillambarum and the
banks of the Coleroon. Iis propofal was accepted; but the pre-
fent affitance he fupplied could not ferve long, and the future de-
pended on the protettion of the countries: they were farmed to
him at 1,750,000 rupees a year.

This arrangement was not approved by the council, becaufe they

doubted of the credit and mtegrity of the Malabars; and, perhaps,
becaufe it was a fuperceflion of their own authority in the admini-

ftration of the revenues. Immediately after, arrived intelligence of

th
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produced lefs than 30,000 pagodas a year, fufficient for the expence
of the garrifon. As the fart was too fmall, all the Europcan inha.
bitants had their houfes in the pettah, which were well buy;) as
were many of thofe belonging to the natives, and room was left ’and
marked for more to both. "The Nabob derived no advantage by this
fuccefs, beyond the detriment 1t occafioned to his encmies; for g
member of the council of Madrafs had been fent in the fquadron, to.
negotiate with Tanjore for the redemption of the diftrifts..

The abfence of Colonel Coote and Major Monfon had left the
main army to the command of Major Robert Gordon, who moved
with it from Alamparvah on the 28th of March, and on the 1t of
April encamped at Killenore, from whence he fent forward a detach-
ment of obfervation, to take poft at Manoor, within five miles of
Valdore. The {weep of country to the weftward of Killenore as
far as Villaporum, which lies 20 miles due weft of Pondicherry,
abounds 1in cattle, and 1s as fertile as any part of the Carnatic, and
remained at this time, as the French territory became every day
more circumf{cribed; their laft refource for provifions. All the coun-
tries, which had been reducedto the fouth of Chittapett and Vandi-
vath as far as Permacoil, had been let by the Prefidency of Madrafs
to a Malabar, named Ramalinga, who accompanied the army ready
to rent more,. and kept feveral companies of irregular Sepoys with
him, to place as guards in ncw diftrits, as reduced. By his advice,
Major Gordon refolved to fend a detachment againft Villaporum.
The diftance was 35 miles, and the way lay between the garnfon
of Gingee on one hand, and of Valdore on the other. The detach-
ment confifted of 200 black horfe, and five corapanies of Sepoys,
undar the command of Captain Wood, and the renter accompanied
with his peopte. They marched from Killenore on the 3d of April,
a little after fun-fet, and pafling through Vicravandi, Captain Wood,
with the horfe, arrived before Villaporum at ten. the next morning,
but the Sepoys did not come up until two in the afternoon. The
befl intelligence that cculd be obtained, reported, that there were
300 Sepoys and 4o0. horfe 1n the place; and at fix,. as foon as the

Sepoys were refrethed, Wood led them to. the attack, which could.
only
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1760. without them. The offence and punithment left no bounds to th e

N o,/
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mutual averfion between him and the company’s fervants. Whig
the Englifh army were attacking Valdore, two fhips arrived from the
iflands: they brought neither troops nor money, but unfavourable
advices, which were with much caution fuppreffed and publifhed
as good news with falute of cannon, fireworks, and rejoicings, « T hat

s Mr. D’Aché’s {quadron, reinforced from France to 25 fail of the

¢ line, might be foon expeéted on the coaft, with a large body of
¢¢ Jand forces on board.”” After the {all of Valdow, a few enclo-
fures under the guns at Villanore and Ariancopang, with the ground
within the bound-hedge, and the town of Pondicherry itfelf, con-
tained all the live provifions, on which the colony was to rely for
their future fuftenance, and all further means were precluded of
bringing in grain or other articles of ftore from the country with-
out; for although Gingee and Thiagar remained in the hands of
the French, their fituation was diftant, and their garrifons not ftrong
enough to furnifh fufficient efcorts, and no parties equal to the {fame
purpofe could be detached from the main body, without incurring -
the rifque of interception. When the farm of the diftrifts adja-
cent to Pondicherry was taken from the European renters, aund let
_to the Malabar, after the defeat at Vandivath, there was a fufficient
quantity of grain on the ground in reach of Pondicherry, to have
ftocked the place, as fome fay, for years; but money was then more
fcarce than vi€tuals, and the new farmer was permitted to fell his
grain, that he might be enabled to pay his rent in coin into the
treafury, inftead of delivering grain, as acquittal, into the maga-
zines. As {oon as Permacoil and Alamparvah fell, and the Enghfh
army advanced between Gingee and Pondicherry, Mr. Lally faw this
error, and that it was not retrievable, but by means which he had hi-
therto, with too much prefumption, defpifed.

Hyder Ally, the general of the Myforeans, had at this time ac-

quired the whole power of the government. He had lately taken
the King out of the hands of hlS uncle, the Dalaway, whom we

havc feen commanding the Myfore troops before Tritchinopoly.
The
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out _ﬁ’ om hence on the 29th, the day appointed; but Captain Prefton
having two days before taken a mud fort, called Penamalee, fituated ==’
at the opening of the hills, pofted a ftrong guard there, which the Augult
enemy miftaking for the whole of his force, retired again, and after-

wards hearing of the difpofitions made from the Englith camp, re-
folved to proceed as before in feparate troops.

.On the 2d of September arrived at Cuddalore three of the King’s
thips, convoying feveral of the Company’s from England. Of t%c
men of war two were the America, and Medway, each of 6o guns,
which compleated the {quadron before Pondicherry to 17 fail of
the line. _ In the Company’s fhips were part of a Highland regiment,
{upplied by the government, in addition to the troops it had already
fent to India. Thefc mighty aids witnefled in this quarter of the
globe, as equal efforts, wherefoever neceflary, in every other, the
{uperior energy of that mind, who pofleffing equally the confidence
of his {fovereign and the nation, conduéted the arduous and exten-
five war in which they were engaged againft their great and only
rival.

The fame evening Colonel Coote ordered 400 men to march and
inveft the fort of Ariantopang; butColonel Monfon, the next in com-
mand, did not approve the operation, although it had been pleaded to
Admiral Stevens, as the principal inducement to land the marines of
the {quadron: and Colonel Coete, not to difguft pertinacity, when
concurrence was {o neceflary, countermanded the detachment.

Mr. Lally received information, that the detachment }.xad been
paraded, and fufpected the fervice for which it had Peen mt.ended.c
Such a proof of the opinion which the Englith army entertained ox
their own fuperiority, convinced him that it would 1oon.be fo\lf)wc‘d
by fome real blow of equal detriment, if they were not 1rr.xmedmtcxy
convinced, that his own was capable of more than acting on the
defenfive. He refolved to attack their camp by furprize on &h;
night of the 4th, and his difpofitions were made with muech 1K1

fagacity. |
anc;n t% ; tﬁree (hips at anchor before the town, were 150 European

: . - ars {ent on board. Thefe
mariners; they were all landed, and Lafc Earopeans,

1760.
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The depredations of the polygars continued; but, deprived of 1760.
Maphuze Khan, and hearing how clofely Pondicherry was invefted, Smimm..
they ventured nothing more: the Pulitaver’s colierics were as utual
the moft active in the robberies; and to reprefs them, Mahomed
Iffoof again {tationed the greateft part of his force towards Nellitan-
gaville, which in December encamped at the toot of the hills within
three miles of this place, and Mahomed Iffoof joined them from
‘Tinivelly on the 12th; he had purchated feveral eighteen-pounders
at Tutacorin, and had the" two mortars fent to him the year
before from Anjengo, but no fhot or fhells for either, and was

moreover in want of gun-powder and flints, all which he expetted
from Tritchinopoly, and, whilft waiting for them, made fuch pre-

parations as the country afforded to attack Nellitangaville in form.
On the 20th of the month, the colleries, with the Pulitaver at
their head, attacked his camp, fallying, as ufual, on all quarters
at once, and perfifted until 100 of them fell; but they killed ten
of Mahomed Ifloof’s men, and wounded feventy, and {ome horfes.
~ At this time the Mpyforeans on the frontiers of Caroor, al-
though profefling peace, and difavowing the aperations of the go-
vernor of Dindigul, did not prohibit their own horfe from foraging in
the diftrits, of which they had confented that the Englifh fhould col-
Ie&t the revenue until the Prefidency and their king had agreed
concerning the reftitution of the fort. The crop on the ground was
plentiful and ready to be cut; and as the renewal of hoftilities
would only aggravate the evil they meant to revenge, Captain
Richard Smith refolved to remain quiet until the harveft was ga-
thered. Such was the {tate of the fouthern countries at the end of
the year. |
The confumption of provifions in Pondicherry had ever fince the
month of Auguft exceeded the fupplies received. In November,
when the black inhabitants were turned out, the foldiery were put .
to an allowance of a pound of rice a day, with a little meat at -i'n-
tervals. In the beginning of December, Mr. Lally caufed a firi&
{earch to be made in all the houfes of individuals, and what coufld b:
ouna
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g for mortars from Madrafs.. Thcfe advices removed any farther
apprehenfions of fuccours getting into Pondicherry from the land.

By the morning of the 10th, the [Hanover battery was completed
hut before it opened, Colonel Coote, with {everal officers, advanCeé
from the Villenore redoubt, to reconnoitre - the baftions of the
town. As they were ftanding about 800 yards from the walls, a
flag appeared approaching. Colonel Coote fent forward his aid-
de-camp lieutenant Duefpe, (not the officer we have mentioned
at Vandivafh) to receive his meflage or letters. Two other officers
accompanied Duefpe, and went on in the ayenue leading from
tic Villenore redoubt to the glacis, until they were challenced by
the centries, and ordered to retire; but not obeying, a ihé)t Wwas
fired from a fix-pounder on the Villenore gate, which mified them,
but unfortunately ftruck and. killed Duefpe, as he was talkine to
thc meflenger. Colonel Coote fent to demand fatisfacion foerhc
outrage, fuppofing it unprovoked. Mr. Lally confined the officers
on duty at the gate, and the next day fent his aid-de-camp to explain
the mifchance, for which he exprefled much concern.

A few hours after Duefpe was killed, the Hanover battery
opened with ten guns, fix were twenty-four, and four eighteex{-
pounders, and with three mortars, two of thirteen and one of ten
inches. The fix guns on the left fired upon the weft face of the
~. w. baftion, and of the counter-guard before it. The two next
upon the next baftion on the left, which was fmall, and mount-
ed only three guns: it was called - St. -Jofeph. The two other
uns on -the right battered the two projeting towers ftanding
on each fide of the Valdore gate, which had a good ravelin
in front between them. The mortars fired varioufly. The fire .
of the cannon ceafed in three hours, but the mortars continued
at intervals throughout the day. The garrifon returned very {pa-
ringly. The next day, the 1ith, the battery, having been da-
maged by its own ufe, fired lefs, and the town more, with the
addition of fhells from two mortars in the Valdore ravelin, which

{everal times fell in and near the Hanover battery; which never-

thelefs opened again the next morning quite repaired, and with
great
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great vivacity ; but the enemy neither in this nor the preceding 1761.
night had given any repair to the N. w. baftion, and its counter- Tomars

. . - January.
guard ; which, in conifequence of this neglet, had very little fire
to return, nor did much come from the baftion of St. Jofeph, or the
works of the Valdore gate. Many deferters came over in thefe two
mights, and their accounts agreed of the difmal diftrefs of thc gar-
rifon. The Englith army, on the contrary, received the confirma-
tion of a report, that more forces from England (fent by the fame
{pirit as the others) were arrived at Anjengo, on the coaft of Mala-
bar. Six hundred men, the remainder of the Highland regiment,

had embarked in the month of May in five of the company’s fhips
and two men of war of the line. - Three of the company’s and one

of the men of war arrived at Anjengo on the 15th of December,
and the others were daily expected there.

The redoubt on the {pit of fand to the fouth was completed by
the night of the 12th, and the workmen and tools recalled, to ferve at
the opening of the trenches, for which all the materials were by this
time colleCted. The Hanover battery fired little through the 13th,
and received only a few fhells. In the beginning of the night, all
appointed for the trenches were aflembled at the bleaching town.
They were 700 Europeans draughted from the rank and file, 400
lafcars, the pioneer company of 70 Europeans, and 200 coolies:
there were likewife - 400 oxen, with their drivers, one to three.
The ground was opened, under cover, juft within the fkirt of the
bleaching town, in the part neareft the beach. After three fhort
returns, the trench was brought to the outfide of the houfes,
and from hence puthed on obliquely in one ftraight line, until
it paffed crofs the high road leading from the Madrafs gate, on the
other fide of which road, the intended battery was to be erefted.
This oblique trench was 480 yards long, and from 1its termination
was continued another of 280 yards, parallel to the defences of
the town. Two fhort trenches continued, one from egch end
of this parallel, and fell in with the two end§ of -the mtended
battery, which was to be conftructed 40 yards in fTOI}t; and the

arallel in the rear was to be the ftation of the main guard for

Vor. I 4Y the
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I'ritchinopoly; but the Sepoys and Coffrees being excellent were

taken into the Company’s fervice.
In the mean time, the detachment from Tellicherry was profe-

cuting the reduéion of the dependencies of Mahé. The firit i
called Fort Delhi, {ituated on the ftrand of a promontory called
Mount Delhi, which 1s a remarkable head-land ten miles to the
north of Tellicherry; four miles further on is the mouth of the ri-
ver of Neliferum, which, defcending from the mountains to the eaft,
turns thort many miles above, and continues parallel to the beach
of the [ca, from which it 1s no where a mile afunder; a mile and «
half up this river on the left hand, and on the mouth of another,
ftands Ramatilly, which 1s a fmall fort; on the fame fide, five miles

beyond, is the fort of Mattalavy, which ftands ftrong on a rocky
eminence : {feven miles farther, on the N. fide of the mouth of ano-

ther river, is the fort of Neliferum, which is much larger ; and fix
miles up this river, to the eaft, and on its left fhore, ﬁands the
fifth fort, which is finall; and called Veramaly. Fort Delhi, Neli-
ferum and Ramatilly were garrifoned by French troops, but the
government of Mahé had delivered up the other two in pledge for
debt to two chiefs of the country, who were determined not to
part with them until compenfated ; and as they equally command-
ed the rivers, which were the channels of traffick, the other three
would be of no fervice, if the two continued in hoftility. Delhi
and Ramatilly furrendered on the firft fummons, but at Mattalavy
were aflfembled a large body of Naires, whofe bravery is always def-

perate. The two thips from Pondicherry, which were carrying back

.the Bombay troops, were at this time working up the coaft of Ma-

labar,and had pafled beyond the river of Neliferum; and Major Mon-
ro, finding more refiftance than he expeéted in his expedition, fent
after them for artillery-men and cannon, which came, and two
batteries were erefted againft Mattalavy : but the fettlement of
‘Tellicherry had in the mean time been negotiating with the two
chiefs who were in pofleffion of Matalavy and Veramally, who

gicnted to furrender them on condition of receiving an annual

P hich for both amounted to 3ooo rupees. As foon as thefe
Veg) forts
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