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PREFACE.

Tz following work may be considercd as an endeavour to reduce the
Geography of Hindostan to a morce systematic form than has yet been
attempted in any prior publication, and at the same time to present a
description of its internal cconomy more consistent with its existing con-
dition, as a vast appendage to the British empire.—Thirty ycars have
now elapsed since Major Rennell composced his excellent memoir on the
same subject; but the revolution of time and events has so altered its
political circumstances, and the progress of discovery our knowledge of
its geography, that cven within so short a period many of his valuable
observations have become antiquated and inapplicable. 'The juncture
also scemed favourable to a new arrangement, the result of the late ope-
rations in India having so completely established the supremacy of the
British government, as to leave the native chiefs in a situation of very
secondary hmportance. Hindostan, thercfore, must not now be viewed
as a merc assemblage ot Ngbobs, Sultans, and Rajas, but as a compo-
nent portion of British empire, changed and modified in its territorial
distribution by the cffect of British domination, and in its internal
economy by the promulgation of British laws and regulations.

In prosecution of the objcct above specificd, and in order to give dis-
tinctness and application to the facts collected, Hindostan has been
partitioned into certain large territorial divisions, the arrangement of
which will be found further explained in the Introduction, and whose
relative position and extent may be learned from an inspection of the
prefised map. In Hindostan Proper and the Deccan, the old Mogul
provinces of Abul Fazel have been continued, as notwithstanding the
vicissitudes of ages they still maintain their place in the public mind,
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i @ate for the purposc contem plated. With respect
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and arc sufficiently or al t twenty years governed b
. it has been for almos Yy y
to the South of India, as it has ts and appellations have been ad-

British ﬁm;‘t'io-nti;xzcj;!‘: :'CO‘; Z:;asnco:f;],el]]}engal has been sclected, not only
hered to. For tains the modern metropolis and. se:.gt of the suprcme
because 1t c;))nt‘ o on account o’f the supernor importance of the
gover.nnfcl_l" '".I "-I its description is composcd. The other provinces
materials. frony’wiich 1 the arrangement entirely

Y i i cording to contiguity,
follow in succession ac I 4 C N
resembling what would take place were a delineation of England begun
B Pl

ywith the county of Kent, and continut'ad.on countybby count:y]to’the
banks of the Tweed. ELach province 1s mt.rod_uced y a.%enclyafe]:;po'.
sition, after which the ‘towns, districts, al?d .nat.we §taF€s (if any) (? ow,
until the whole space comprehended within its Imut.s has undergone
examination; but with regard to amplitude of ‘narratlve,. that has en-
tirely depended on the abundance 01"scal'c?t)' of authcntl.c documents
having reference to the subject under discussion. In some instances, t?)c
historical details will be found copious, while the geographical and statis-
tical are defective, or altogether wanting; In others the reverse will be

perceptible.

In specifying the extent of countries, the whole 1eng1}1, but only the
average breadth is given, to enable the reader to ascertain t.he probable
area in square miles. In an arrangement of this nature strict accuracy
cannot be expected, but it appeared less vague than the usual mode of
stating the extreme length and extreme breadth; an approximation to
the reality being all that is required. The same observation applies to

the population of countries that have not been subjected to strict inves-
tigation. When such occur, a comparison of their peculiar circum-
stances is Instituted with those of the adjacent provinces, the population

of which is better known, and ag estimate computed from the result.
Where the number of inhabitants has been established on probable
grounds, it is particularly mentioned. To facilitate the discovery of a
Place on the map, besides the latitude and longitude, its ncarest distance
from some distinguished city is stated, and also the province withind
which it is comprehended. The cast, west, north, and south sides of '
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rivers, and the compass distances, in a great mhﬁority of cascs, refer to
their position in Mr. Arrowsmitl’s large map; the length of the rivers,
including their windings, are calculated according to the rules laid down
in Major Rennell’'s Memoir, from which also the travelling distances are
extractcd. 'When not otherwisc specified, the standard of distance and
dimension is invariably the Englisa mile, 69% to the degrce. Thosc men-
tioned by Abul Fazel are commonly the cxtreme length and extreme
breadth, and the quotas of troofs he enumerates mean the whole militia
(probably the Zemindary Pykes that the province was supposed capable

of furnishing on any pressing aigence, not the actual number ever pro-©
ducced. '

The map prefixed exhibits he large geographical divisions, but being

constructed on so small a sale, it was found impossible to distinguish
either the petty native states whosc territories arc much intermixed, or

the different districts into wheh the British provinces have been par-
titionecd- With respect to tle frst, no native state has yet been brought

to understand the advantages ve are accustomed to see in a compact
territory and uninterrupted fraitier; and with regard to the latter, the
limits of none can be considced as finally adjusted, the judicial and’
police arrangements requiring ‘equent revisal of boundaries, and various
surveys being still in progress, vith the view of obtaining more accurate :
geographical and statistical inormation than the Indian governments at
present possess.  Owing to thee imperfections a town may be frequently
assigned to one jurisdiction wich in reality belongs to another, but the
mistake is of no essential imprtance, and many such corrections must
hereafter be required, the lints of no district having yet attained such
precision and arrangement aso preclude the necessity ot future altera-
tion. 'The descriptions whia follow, having been composed and ar-
ranged with the closest attition to Mr. Arrowsmith’s large map of
Hindostan, that work may b considered as the basis of the whole, and
indecd is quitc indispensakr to any person who wishes to acquire a
thorough knowledge of its gegraphy. To thatdelineation, therefore, nearly
ail the latitudes, longitudes, nd distances have reference ; buat of course

many of thesc will hereaftc cxperience correction, the very best maps,
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have been omitted.
the first, as being founde
be considered the most correct.
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2 \ - e naty avino D 1
A primary object. of the present publcation having bLeI.l to combinc
facility of refcrence with the connexion nuessary to adapt it for regular
, es Is given at the conclu-

perusal, a copious Index of the names of Hlac
sion. by the assistance of which the readeiwill be.enabled to have re-

course diréetly to the article he is in search of, while at the same time
in the narmti(;n the continual transitions of a gazetteer arc avoided. In
arranging the alphabetical distribution tle 1sual difﬁCl{Il.V has been ex-
perienced, resulting from the great’ divepity Of, appellations employed to
designate the same place, a source of prplesity not only to the gcogra-
pher, but to every individual who has ccasien to peruse letters dated
trom the intcrior of India. In the fobwing work (as in a prior one)
almost the whole of Mr. Arrowsmith’ names of places have been
adopted, as being those most universal: known, and to facilitatc the
liscovery of their situations in his map. In many of the most remark-
ible instances the original denominatien i also inserted, according to Sir
Yilliam Jones’s Orthographical Systcm but although a name be not
trictly applicablé, if generally understoc, it is desirable it should con-
nue permanent, as a deviation even to>ne more appropriate causes
uch confusion. If somec steps be notaken by the ruling authorities
home and abroad, the ultimate decisn regarding the pronuncia-
n of names not of frequent occurrencanay be long procrastinated,
t, in the mean time, many of the princial, such as Bengal, Calcutta,
"Carnatic, &c. although in reality erreous, have been universally
pted, and certainly answer every usefupurpose. Under these cii-
istances it is extren.lely desirable tha the Honourable Court of
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D.irectors make adhesion to one set of names (to be fixed on at the dif-
ferent Presidencies) imperative on their servants, and prohibit the substi-
tution of any supposed improvements in the public correspondence.
The deities of the Hindoos have still a greater variéty of names, or
rather epithets, than theéir towns (Vishnu, for example, has one thousand);
the most common have been selected and adhered to throughout, and
the same plan has heen followed with regard-to the designation of per-
sons, tribes, and castes. In the composition of the narratwe, oriental
terms have been usually avoided, but, from the nature of the subject,
could not be wholly dispensed with. Of those of most frequent recur-
ence an explanation will be found in the short Glosdary annexed.

; .

The materials from which this description of Hindostan has been
prepared, consist of printed documents generally .accessible to the
public, and of the manuscript records deposited at the India Board,
regarding which a few explanatory observations will be necessary. It
is the practice of each presidency to transmit half yearly, or according
to the exigence more frequent reports on the political, financial, and®
judicial condition of their respective governments, accompanied by
copies of the corrcspondence that has taken place with their subordi-
nate functionaries, and registercd on the government consultations, when
the subject was of sufficient conscquence to entitle it to the attention of
the controuling authorities in England, or otherwise illustrative of any
important conclusion. These official records are extremely voluminous,
but their contents rarely bear directly on statistical subjects, the discus-
sions having generally originated in some accidental irregularities, such
as the robbery of treasure, disputed boundaries and other controversies
of difficult adjustment, the irruptions of foreign tribes, defalcations of
revenue, or the pupillage of native chiefs ; occasionally from the spon-
tancous suggestions of the oflicers of government, and brought under
the notice of the Court of Directors with a view to the eventual adop-
tion of such as might appcar calculated to prove of practical utility.
‘Vthrc no cvents similar to those above alluded to have taken place, and
the tranquillity of the province has continued undisturbed by war or
controversy, no correspondence has resulted, and the internal condition

VOL. I. b
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ompletely unnogiced, that the circums

»s old districts of great wealth and
blic than those of remote tracts, the

of the territory has remained so ¢
stinces of many of the Company

population are less known to the pu

very names of which are recent discoverics.
as not having

To the foregoing description of the manuscript records, .
markable. exception occurs,

cdirect reference to the smbject, one Tré
which is, the survey of the districts of Dinagepoor, Rungpoor, Purneah,
Boglipoor and Bahar, by Dr. Francis Hamilton (late Buchanan), who

was deputed by the Bengal government, in the years 1807, 8,. 9,°10, and
11, to ascertain and report on their internal condition, which task he
executed with such singular ability and success, that it is to be regretted
his reports were not immediately published by the East Indja Company,

not only for the instruction of their own servants, but as modecls tor
future investigations of a similar nature. The mass of valuable informa-
tion thus collected is comprehended in twenty-five folio volumes, ac-
companied by most elaboratc statistical tables, and contains copious
illustrations of the manners, customs, rcligion, &c. of the inhabitants.
Frequent reference to them will be found in the tollowing work, the plan
of which, however, and the vast spacc embraced, precluded all circum-

stantial delineation of particular portions.

AAmong the other manuscript reports, but on a much less expanded
scale, the following may be noted, viz. Mr. Sisson, on the Rungpoor
district and the adjacent tribes of Bootan, Assam, the Garrows, and
Morung ; Lieutenant A. Ross, on the Alpine tract comprehended be-
tween the Sutuleje and Jumna; Mr. N. Maclcod, on Lassa and Tibet :
Colonel Alexander Walker, on Cattywar and the Gujerat peninsula :
.Captain Macmurdo, on Cutch and Cattywar; Mr. Thackeray, on
Canara, Malabar and the Balaghaut Ceded Districts; Sir Henpy Wel-
lesley, on the Ceded Districts of Oude ; Lieutcnant White, on ll:'e Agra
and Delhi provinces; Mr. C. Lloyd, on the district of Moradabad :

Captain Canning on the Birman Empire; and Sir David Ochterlony,
The valuable printed reports by Sir Hen:y

on the petty Seik States.
Mr. Thackeray and others,

S?rachey, Sir Thomas Munro, Mr., Hodgson,
will be found in the Appendix to the 5th Report.
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The authorities upon which each description is founded are carefully
subjoined in succession, according to their relative importance, the
author being particularly desirous to give the credit yhere it i3 jusiy
due, as well as to establish the high character of the soufces from whence
the original information is derived. But no person is to Pe considered
wholly responsible for any article, the materials being fré(iuent\y s0 in-
timately blended with each other, and with the result of the author’s own
faxpcrience during a ten years’ residence in India, that it would be
impossible te define thc boundaries of the respective properties. 1In
many cases the narrative is given as closely as the necessity of con-
densing the substance of many volumtes into a small compass would per-
mit; in others it has been necessary to compare contradictory and con-
flicting testimonies, and select that which appeared to rest on the most
solid foundation. In particular instances, which it has been found im-
possible to discriminate, although certain names are annexed as autho-

ritics for statigtical facts, the inferences drawn from these as to the

progressive, stationary, or declining state of the society, are exactly the
reverse of those adopted by the individuals quoted. In the official cor-
respondence of the different presidencies, the surveys and reports of one
functionary are sometimes incorporated with those of another, or cited
without the marks of quotation, so that occasionally the statement of
one public ofticer may have been attributed to another ; but with all these
disadvantages it will be clearly perceptible, that the details were gene-
rally collected under circumstances singularly favourable for the obtain-.
ing of information, and by persons best qualified trom length of service,

residence on the spot, and established reputation, to forin a correct
judgment of their authenticity.

At the conclusion of the second volume a List of the Authorities will
be found, and it'will no doubt be remarked, that many of the ablest
servants of the company, those for example who have been prom_oted on
account of their superior talents to the office of secretary, or to a seat m
Council, are scldom or never referred to by name.  ‘This, however, arises

" “from the natwre of the documents they were concerned 1n, which not
having been the composition ot any individual, but the result of the

b2
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dediberations of the diflerent boards in a collective capacity, their con-
sants could not be ascribed to any particular person. Such. records

1e list by the appellation of * Public manu-

have been distinguished in tl on
script documents,” and indeed, with regard to statistics, must have been
y nctionaries. That more

compiled from the prior reports of the local tu : :
will surprise no one who

has not been-done in this respect by the latter; ne -
is acquainted with the intolerable load of business, both civil and cri-

minal, by which they are oppressed, and the unwearied enc_leavours. of
a grcat majority to accomplish their arduous and requumble duties.
Wl:avcver Jaws may be enacted, or measurcs of policy be adopted, for

ent of such distant possessions, inhabited by a people so dis-

the governm
similar in language and manners to the European nations, their’efhicacy

must esscntially depend on the character of the functionaries to whom
elegated. “That these have hitherto been equal to the

their execution is d
leaves little reason to-doubt; and that they

exigence, the page of history

have not degenerated may be fairly presumed from the high reputation
of the three candidates (Sir John Malcolm, the Honourable Mr. Flphin-
stone, and Sir Thomas Munro) who recently presented themselves tor

the governments of Bombay and Madras.

The composition of this publication having been undertaken with a
view to the information of persons who have never visited India, and
as a substitute for the numerous volumes in which the local descriptions
are dispersed, not only Oriental phrases have as much as possible becn
avoided, but also every abstract or intricate discussion, as tending to
injure the utility of a work in its nature elementary. The ncccssi:y of
c.ondensation also precluded all minute details or the investigation of
dlspu.ted facts, and rendered it requisitc in most instances to contract
the historical part to a chronological series of sovercigns and remarkable
events, accompa{ﬁed by such obscrvations as appeared nccessary to

;‘;n;;;e:;;r;i f(l)l;f;iz:i :hzr:r.an I;:]C:,eed éhe ladbom: has been chiefly that‘
manuscript pefused n Ct)l,le courfe 31; ?tn e
might have. boon expanded 1o s 1‘ , were' so numerous, that the work

n indefinite bulk. In general what

appea ; : : .
ppeared most interesting and important, with a view cither to political
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application, or as illustrative of the state of society, has been Snlecmd,i
and such usages described as have subsisted for the greatest length of
time with the fewest variations or infringements, Cons:iseness has been
particularly aimed at, but probably the reader who view’ two such pon-
derous volumes will think with doubtful success. It must be recollected,
however, that it is'impossible to describe so vast and populous a country

in a small compass, or by a few general phrases, none of which apply
universally ; and that unless the information conveyed has distinct and
local reference; it leaves no definite impression on the mind. Although,
in some cases, owing to a redundance of matgrials, much has been sup-
pressed and expunged, in others the descriptions will be found extremely
incomplete, exhibiting little more than the geographical features of the
tracts under examination, yet most of these have been repeatedly
traversed by British Officers and civil functionaries, who either pre-
served no memoranda of their condition, or when they did, have not
given them publicity. It is obvious, however, that a satisfactory de-
lincation of so immecense an empire must be the result of a progressive
accumulation of facts on the precision of which reliance can be placed,
and that acquicscence in -the prior details of accidental travellers tends
to perpctuate error. Many-of the statements here collected will pro
bably require future correction, many remote tracts and sources of in
formation remain to be explored, and new discoveries hereafter wi
disturb and confound all previous systems and arrangements. To thes
heavy dcetractions from the utility of this publication may be added tk
still more scrious one, of the author’s having undertaken a task to whie
he feels himself unequal ; but it must, on the other hand, be considere
that, since those who are better qualified will not submit to the labor
1t 1s desirable the work should be done, even imperfectly, rather th
not at all.




! -
J TREYARLLUM . o700 LIBRAL:,

| ' RV SIS

-t

GEOGI"‘A“‘I{bA L, STATISTIAL, AND HISTORICAL

17

DESCRIPTION b2

AND THE

s DIJACENT CCUNTRIES. -

IN TWO VvOLOMES,

e — -

o -
BYW L“TER HAMILTON, ESQ.

VO, 14

LONDON.
JOWTMURRBAY, ALBEMARLE STREET.

1620,



THE PROVINCE OF MALABAR.

(MALAYAVAR, THE REGION OF MALABAR.)

Tuis region extends along the western coast of India from Cape Comoﬁn fo

the river Chandraghiri, in lat. 12° 30" N. but the term 1s frequently erroneoyy|

applied to the whole country from Bombay to the southern faxtremity. The

province of Malabar is a particular portion of the coast to which this name i
appropriated, the other modern subdivisions being Cochin and Travancore; but

in Hindoo geographical systems the whole region is denominated Kerala. - The
Malabar language extends as far north as Neeliseram, where commences the
country of Tulava (misnamed Canara}, and the Tulava language. In some an.
cient tables, Tulava is considered a subdivision of Kerala, which is said to hay,
extended from Gaukarna, round Cape Comorin, to the river Tumbrapurni, j,
Tinnevelly. What immediately follows under this head relates chiefly to the
modern British province. of Malabar, which comprehends several sections of
country not strictly belonging to the Hindoo region of that name, but a very
great proportion of the statistical observations, and of the descriptions of the
manners, customs, institutions, &c. are equally applicable to territories of Try.
vancore and Cochin, and will be referred to when these countries come undep
examination. i

According to' Mr. Thackeray, the British district of Malabar contains 7249

square miles; of which Wynaad occupies 1250 square miles, and a portion of
Cochin 745 square miles. The countries of Malabar and Canara lie immed;.
ately below the Western Ghauts, and the sea is everywhere in sight. , Theg
countries are comparatively low, but broken and much interspersed with back
water, rivers, and extensive ravines, shaded with forest and jungle, and filleg
with population; for the upland is barren, and it is in the ravines and on the
margins of the rivers that the inhabitants residex In the month of Febmary,
the low country becomes excessively hot, and the vapours and exhalations so
thick that it is difficult to distinguish objects at the distance of five miles;
which curious process may be viewed from the tops of the mountains, where the
cold 1s scarcely supportable. The heat increasing during the months of March
and April, a prodigious quantity of this moisture is collected, which remains day
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and nnght in a ﬂf)ating state, sometimes ascending nearly to the tops of th

mountains, wlllen it is checked or condensed by the cold, but descending imm:
diately after .1t Is again rarified, and becomes vapour before it can r;ach the
earth. In this state of floating perturbation it continues until the setting in of

the western monsoon, when the whole is condensed into rain, some falling on the
low Cf)untryT some among the mountains, and what escapes is blown across My-
sore, immediately over the Seringapatam valley. ’

The British province of Malabar extends about 200 miles along the sea coast
and may be divided into two portions. By far the most extensive consists o’f
low hills separated by narrow vallies, and from the Ghauts this always extends
a considerable distance to the westward, and sometimes even to the sea. The
hills are seldom of any considerable height, but in general have steep sides and
level summits. The sides possess the best soil, and are in many places formed
into terraces. The summits are bare in many parts, and, especially towards the
north, expose to the view large surfaces of naked rock. The vallies contain, in
general, rivulets that convey away the superfluous water, but in some places the

declination is not sufficient, and in the rainy season the ground is much over-
flowed. The soil in these vallies is extremely fertile.

The second portion of Malabar consists of poor sandy soil, and is confined to
the plain on the sea coast, seldom above three miles wide, and in general not
so much. Near the low hills these plains are the most level, and best fitted for
the cultivation of rice. Nearer the sea they are more unequal in their surface,
and rise into low downs admirably adapted for the coco-nut tree. This division
of the country is wonderfully intersected by inlets of the sea, which often run
for great lengths parallel to the coast, receiving the various mountain streams,
and communicating with the ocean by different narrow and shallow openings.
In other places, where there are none of these salt inlets, the low lands within
the downs on the sea coast, are, in the rainy seasc;n, totally overflowed ; for the
fresh water has then no vent, and must consequently stagnate until it gradually
evaporates. As it dries up it leaves the sands fit for some particular kinds of
rice; and it is probably owing to this cultivation that the stagnate waters do
not injure the salubrity of the air; for Malabar, generally, may be esteemed a
healthy country. The rivers and mountain streams are here very numerous, but
on account of the vicinity of the Western Ghauts to the sea, their courses are
very short. Few of the rivers have any peculiar appellation, but each portion
is called after the most remarkable place near to which it flows. Inthe Irm?.du
division, gold dust 1s collected in the river which passes Nilambur, and 1s a

branch of that which falls into the sea at Parapanada. .
The forests in this province being private property, anplication must be made

vnTt 1T N N
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to the landlord for permission to cut down any particular tree, which iq hot 5
There is a great deal of valuable teak timp,
e

the expense of mer
n

quisite in all parts of India.
at

about Manarghaut, but being remote from a navigable river,
elef)hants for transporting it even a short distance would be too gre

:g;dnit of profit. Besides this, the forests are claimed by the Nairs, who Pretey
to a proprietary right in the soil and trees, which, whe'fher well founded o,
they have actually exercised by selling and mortgaging the trees to Moplay
merchants. These forests yield but little income to the persons who now cla;
the property, because their ignorance and poverty prevent their availing ty \
selves of the possession. The sandal wood 1s not the produce of Malabay, buy

as the greater part of it grows immediately above the Western Ghauts, a)) thay

is produced towards the sources of the Cavery ought to come to Malabar, %
the nearest sea coast from whence it can be exported. The sandal wood jq of
the best quality, but the few trees that are found within the limits of Malabar
are totally devoid of smell. The palm, which in Malabar is called the brab (y,,
rassus) is in such immense quantities about Palighaut, that the jagory prepareg
from it commonly sells at one fanam per tolam, or 2s. 73d. per cwt. With py,
per care an excellent spirit might be extracted from it.

There are few villages or towns in Malabar, except along the sea coast, eve
man living distinct on his estate or farm. The gardens are usually enclosey
with a high bank and deep gulley, like a rampart and ditch; the houses ap
built within the enclosure under the shade of the jack, betel-nut, and coco-py

The high grounds are scarped into terraces, one above the other, for the
The houses of

trees.
culture of dry grains, and the vallies are laid out in rice fields.

the cultivators are built on the rising grounds which surround the vallies, ang

the whole presents a pleasing prospect, consisting of vallies surrounded by rising
grounds, embellished with cottages and plantations, and these overtopped by

hills cut into terraces.
Many varieties of rice are cultivated, according to soil and season, the whole
chiefly watered by the periodical rains. The inhabitants plough but superf.
cially, burn the roots and grass turned up, and manure with ashes and leaves;
in some parts with salt mud. The seed is sown from March to July, but mostly
in April and May ; the harvest is reaped from July to January. . Some lands are
said to return only 3, some 16, of the seed expended; on some lands 2, on
others 3 crops are produced annually. The first crop may be sown in April,
after a month it is weeded, and in four months the grain is ripe, having under-
gone altogether three weedings. The second crop is ploughed from July to-Sep-
tember, in a month is transplanted, is weeded twice, and ripe in three months.

For the third crop (which is probably too many), they plough and sow in
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December or January, weed every month, and for want of rain are obliged to -
have recourse to small reservoirs of water. The dry cultivation is of little im-
portance. The soil on the hills is gravelly and stony; that along the coasta
sandy, light, poor soil ; about the Ghauts rather more mixed with rich vegetable
mould. The heavy rains of Malabar and Canara seem to tear away the soil and
leave nothing but loose stones and sand on the hills. Some vallies are very riéh,
because they become the receptacles of the fine particles of mould which stop
?vhen they can be carried no further; but on the whole the soil of the province
is poor.

There have been many discussions about the average produce of coco-nut
trees, some estimating it at 19, others at 42, while the natives admit of 24 annu-
ally from each fruit-bearing tree; but it is impossible to fix the produce exactly,
Some good trees, well taken care of, in suitable soil and situation, will yield 500
nuts, while others in a bad soil and neglected will not produce a dozen. It has
been calculated, that in Malabar there are three millions of coco-nut trees; but
it is an absurd attempt for a sovereign to count the nuts of a whole province.

At present one third of the gross produce is taken as a tree-tax, the trees being
ranged in different classes ; but as the inhabitants always conceal a great deal,
proebably not more than one fifth is realized by government.

Black pepper has long been the chief article of European export from Mala-
bar, as they usually purchase about five-eighths of all produced, and carry 1t
principally to Europe direct, or to Bombay and China, for which last mentioned
market many articles, the produce of Malabar, are peculiarly suited. The re-
mainder is chiefly exported by native traders to the bay of Bengal, Surat, Cutch,
Sinde, and other countries in the north-west of India, and a considerable quan-
tity goes to the Arabian merchants of Muscat, Mocha, Hodeida, .and Aden. In
Malabar, the plant is chiefly propagated by cuttings, and requires much care
while young, as during the hot season it must be watered, and 1t's roots shel-
tered by leaves. It is supported by jack trees, which produce jchen' own pecu-
liar fruit, and probably afford some nourishment to the pepper vine, \Vhlf}h bears:
about the fourth or fifth year, and yields from three to seven pounds weight, ac-
cording to circumstances. Government takgs a share of the supposed produ::;e,
which, like tythes in England, tends to discourage the. culture ; but on \ ef
other hand, no particular encouragement ought to be given t.o the grlo\vv(tl-t‘:x
pepper, or indeed of any other produce of the fearth, on th%lCh tfh:th anround

‘1 fixed and invariable. By lightening the taxation of the g
ought to remain ‘ . 70 ot offers 2 bounty
iated to any particular production, government, m. act,
appropriate ybp . hat is already redundant,
for its culture, and may thus promote the increase of wha

) ht to
and indirectly discourage the production of something else. The land oug
N N2
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) and, if wanted, a distinct re
b d, whatever be 1ts produce, and, ) Veny
e equally taxe y on the article; by which arrangement the Pro.

ised by a fiscal dut i ;
may be raised by lated to the culture of any particular article, hop

rietor would neither be stimu . : )
(li)eterred by a high land rent. Pepper 1s an article of whieh but a small Propo.

tion is for home consumption, and must be exported ; a duty on €XPoTtatjy,

would consequently be less oppressive than a direct tax on production, so heg,
as one half, or one third, or even one fourth; and with reasonable attention

smuggling might be prevented. For half the year a contraband trade g ng
practicable by sea or land, because the ports and passes are equally shut by the
prevalence of the monsoon. Neither ships nor bullocks can pass. from May o
September, and the vexation of custom-house officers would be much less thay,
a direct assessment on each pepper vine ; in both cases the frauds and embe,,

zlements would be about equal. . |
Almost the whole land in Malabar, cultivated and uncultivated, is Private

property, held by tenure right, which conveys full and absolute interest in g,

soil. The origin of landed property here is ancient and obscure, and admits ¢

¥~ much speculation. X The history which appears most satisfactory to the native,

»
1

. authority except Tippoo.

asserts, that both Malabar and Canara were created, or rather raised from the
bottom of the sea, for the use of the Brahmins; but without going so far back

it may be observed, that the present landlords and their ancestors appear
have had possession for a space of time beyond tradition, and that the valid;

of their tenure has never been doubted. There are rules established of greg
antiquity for the transfer, lease, and mortgage of estates, which could neyg
have been the case if the property in the soil had been solely vested in the sove.
reign. The adjacent countries of Travancore, Cochin, Bednore, and Canary
have the same institutions, and nearly the same rules regarding private property,
which never seem to have been called in question or disputed by any publje
It appears next to certain also, that originally all the
lands in Malabar belonged to a hierarchy, and were attached to certain pago-
‘das; but at a very early period were largely alienated to the present proprie.
tors (Jelmkars), and many usurped since the period of Hyder’s invasion. The
Moplays under the Mysore Mahommedan dynasty, and the Rajas, have proba.
bly possessed themselves of lands to which they had no right; but their indi.
vidual usurpations do not affect the general rights of the proprietors, who con-
sider them fully as solid and sacred as the tenures of landed gentlemen iy
England. If a proprietor die intestate, and without heirs, the estate escheats
to the sovereign, but as the landholders claim and practise the privilege of adop-
tion, and the power of devising their estate in whatever manner they choose, but

especially to pagodas, lands seldom revert to the state for want of heirs.
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this p,-.;.vmce }ant‘ls are frequently so deeply involved and alienateqd by

n contl’acted’ that in many cases the Jelinkar, or original proprietor, only

debts es a handful of grain or measyre of ghee as an acknowledgment of hig

secel¥ The value of estates vary, but are said to average 20 years purchase,
. Jing on the clear rent.

‘o . The Moplays are the great purchasers and mort-
reckes their Wealth, industry, and habits of ‘busines
e€Ss

. ] S, giving them great advan-
over the idle and dissolute Nairs, fp Cotiote and the northern division; 50
1ag¢ ent. and in the southern, 80 per cent. of the

er CET

rent, is said to be paid to

The inequality is probably
for the southern parts are more

urse of a few years, would have
0 government, in which event, they
ould have dwindled down to mere
ivisions were never thoroughly sub-
f the country consequently enabled
nue landed proprietors, and perhaps

n the soil claimed by the inhabitants
[ the countries of the Western Ghauts, Bednore, Canara, Malabar, and Travan-
0

This species of property may possibly at one time have existed more ge-
core: in Hindostan; but in other provinces of India, armies of horse could
nerall}.’ ; immediate execution the mandates of a despot, who never admitted
carty 1 'Otar rights, because his wants incited, and his power enabled him to
of pr‘)}}),rlewht})’le of the landlords’ rent. The settlement of Qushed Beg Khan
dra® t'ede uty) in 1782, is said to be the foundation of the one made by the
(H-y Flers Exiésioners, but the nature of that officer’s settlement, and the amount
Brm'Sh c;)lmctions admit of much dispute, for as Malabar was never thoroughly
of s € ed settied like other countries long subject to the great sovereignties
subdued 55 n theré never was any regular establishment of village registers.
of the De;/;anéwans who now keep the havelly accounts, are not on the same
Eve.D o thee heredi,tary Curnums, or village accountants of the other provinces,
foot™e a}sl v at all skilful in their vocation. The survey of some districts in Ma-
por 1% ¢ i)yen made at the expense of the British government, but it seem:
labar hasb einess of the proprietor. Where government is the sole pFopnetor
more tI}:e B:?aohaut ceded districts, a survey is required ; butin countne.s wher:
las lc;llts ;rivateoproperty, and the tax unalterably fixed, the same necessity doe
an
ear to exist. _ ] ‘
Tt bl oy g bt
i other sorts of property. Among thos : [
i‘:;;::{:;’ rtlht: funeral obsequis, he succeeds as heir; in those where the cast

ment, but this in both cases is exaggerated.
vernto the different nature of the country,
nd it is likely, that Tippoo, in the co
ope” ihe landholders to pay the whole rent t
forced have ceased to be proprietors, and w
WO“,ld tors. But-Cotiote and the northern d
cultl"; the Mysore Sultans, the strength o
dued oyle to defend their rents and contj
3:; [:;uge accounts for the existing rights i

owiﬂg
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2(5
follow the common Hindoo law, the sons perform the necessary solemnitjeq u

succeed to the estate, except where some slight differences prevail respecﬁng the
In one caste the estate is divided among the sqpg - e

elder brother’s portion. :
other parts of India; in another, among the sisters, _or rather among the Sister'
sons. The succession of the sister’s son has no particular effect upon, nor g, ]
it arise exclusively from the institution of private proper.ty. in the soil ; b?
originates from the ancient privilege of the Brahmins to visit the females’ f(,t
when this sacred body had established their hierarchy, they probably Wallte;
soldiers and mistresses, and therefore instituted the Nair caste, the males actj

in the first capacity, and the females in the second. The heafl peons, or foot S:E
diers, probably became Rajas, and gradually acquired possession of the land; a
the fathers of the children being uncertain, the succession followed the Mothe,
about whom there could be no doubt. Such appears to have been the origip 0,
this most preposterous custom, which, when established among the polite Nairs
became fashionable and was adopted by other castes, and even by the fanaﬁc’

Moplays, who are followers of the Prophet.
The region named Malabar, being intersected by many rivers and boundeq by

the sea and high mountains, presented so many obstacles to invaders, thy, it
escaped subjugation by the Mahommedans until it was attacked by Hydep i
1766 ; the original manners and customs of the Hindoos have consequently begy
preserved in greater purity than in most parts of India. The other inhabitams
of this province are Moplays (or Mahommedans), Christians, and Jews; but
their number collectively is inferior to that of the Hindoos, some of whose Mogt
remarkable manners, customs, and institutions shall be here described, reserving
the more local details for the geographical sub-divisigns respectively. The rag

of caste on the Malabar coast is as follows :—

1st. Namburies, or Brahmins.
2d. The Nairs, of various denominations.
3d. The Teers, or Tiars, who are cultivators of the land and freemen.

4th. The Malears, who are musicians and conjurors, and also freemen.
5th. The Poliars, who are slaves or bondmen, and attached to the soil.
The system of distances to be observed by these castes is specified below :
Ist. A Nair may approach, but must not touch, a Brahmin.
A Tiar must remain 36 yards off,

A Poliar 96 steps off.
2d. A Tiar is to remain 12 steps distant from a Nair,

A Malear three or four steps further,

A Poliar 96 steps.
3d. A Malear may approach but not touch a Tiar.
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4th. A Poliar is not to come near even to a Malear, or to any other caste. [f

he wishes to speak to a Brahmin, Nair, Tiar, or Malear, he must stand
at the above prescribed distance and cry aloud to them.

If a Poliar touch a Brahmin, the latter must make expiation by immediately
bathing, reading much of the divine books, and changing his Brahminical thread.
If a Poliar touch a Nair or any other caste, bathing is sufficient. In some parts
of the province, churmun is a term applied to slaves in general, whatever tlieir
caste be, but it is in some other parts confined peculiarly to Poliars. Even
among these wretched creatures the pride of caste has full influence, and if a .
Poliar be touched by another slave of the Pariar tribe, he is defiled and must
wash his head and pray. The Parian, in the plural Pariar, belong to a tribe of
Malabar below all caste, all of whom are slaves. In Malabar the Pariars ac-
knowledge the superiority even of the Niadis, but pretend to be higher than two
other races. This tribe eat carrion and even beef, so that they are looked upon
as equally impure with the Mahommedans and Christians. The Niadis are an
out-caste tribe common in Malabar, but not numerous. They are reckoned so
very impure, that even a slave of caste will not touch them. They have some
miserable huts built under trees, but they generally wander about in companies
of ten or twelve, keeping a little distance from the roads; and when they see
any passenger, they set up a howl like dogs that are hungry. Those who are
moved by compassion lay down what they are inclined to bestow and go away;
the Niadis afterwards approach and pick up what has been left. They have no
marriage ceremony, but one man and one woman always assoclate together.
They kill tortoises and sometimes alligators, both of which they eat and consider
excellent food. The Brahmins here are both fewer in number and less civilized
than in the other provinces af India south of the Krishna. They subsist by
agriculture, priestcraft, and other devices, but are not employed as revenue ser-
vants, this being probably the only province of the south where the Brahmins
do not keep the accounts.

The next most remarkable caste are the Nairs, who are the pure Sudras of
Malabar, and all pretend to be born soldiers, but they are o.f various ranks and
professions. The highest in rank are the Kirit or Kirum Nairs, who on all pub-
lic occasions act as cooks, which, among Hindoos, is a sure mark _Of transcendent
rank, for every person may eat food prepared by a person of higher rank than
himself. The second rank of Nairs are more particularly named Sudras, but: t?xe
whole acknowledge themselves and are allowed to be of pure Sl'u.ir'a ogllg\;/;n.
There are altogether eleven ranks of Nairs. This castc.a form the militia o ta-
labar, directed by the Brahmins, and governed 'by Rajas.. Befor'e the coolrlrr; arty.
was disturbed by foreign invasion, their submission to their superiors was great;
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th an arrogance rarely practised but by Hin dog
3

Y} but they exacted deference wi .
A Nair was expected instantly to cut dow,,

in their state of dependance. :
Tiar (cultivator), or Mucua (fisherman), who presumed to defile him by to‘lching

) his person; and a similar fate awaited a Poliar,. or Pariar, wl?o did no.t tury out

& of his road as a Nair passed.y The peculiar deity of the Nair caste is Vishn“
but they wear in their forehead the mark of Siva. The proper road to hea%l;
they describe as follows :—The votary must go to Benares, and after""ards
perform the ceremony in commemoration of his deceased ance.stors at Gy
He must then take up water from the Ganges, and having journied over ay im.
mense space of country, pour it on the image of Si}ra, at Rameswa.ra, in the
straits of Ceylon. After this he must visit the principal Places of pllgﬁmage,
such as Juggernauth, in Orissa, and Tripetty, in the Carnatic. He must alw'dys
speak the truth (to a native a. hard penance), give much charity to poor ang
learned Brahmins, and lastly, he must frequently fast and pray, and be very

chaste in his conduct.
The Nairs marry before they are ten years of @ge, but the husband never ¢,_

habits with his wife. He allows her oil, clothing, ornaments and food, but g,

remains in her mother's house, or after her parent’s death with her brothers, apg
cohabits with any person she chooses of an equal or higher rank than her owy,
In consequence of this strange arrangement, no Nair knows his own father, apq
every man considers his sister’s children as his heirs. His mother manages ty,
family, and after her death the eldest sister assumes the direction. A Najyy
moveable property on his decease is equally divided among the sons apg
daughters of all his sisters. All Nairs pretend to be soldiers, but they do not

follow the martial profession. There are supposed to be 30 distinct classes ¢f
this general tribe, many of whom practise the arts-of husbandry, accounts, weay.

ing, carpenter’s work, pottery, and oil making. Formerly, however, they were

all liable to be called upon by their sovereigns to perform military service. They
are still very fond of parading up and down fully armed ; the consequence is, that
assassination is frequent. Most of the Nairs and Malabar Hindoos are as re.
markable for a thoughtless profusion, as in other parts they are notorious for',
sordid economy. The Nairs generally are excessively addicted to Intoxicating

liquors, and are permitted to eat venison, goats, fowls, and fish.
From the time of Cheruman Permal until that of Hyder, Malabar was go-

verned by the descendants of 13 Nair chiefs sisters; among whom, and among
the different branches of the same families, there subsisted a constant confusiop
and change of property, which was greatly increased by many inferior chiefs
assuming sovereign power. The country thus became sub-divided in a manner
of which there is no other example, and it was a common saying in Malabar,
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that a2 man could not take a step without going from one prince’s dominions to
those of a[_lo_ttfer. Hyder taking advantage of these dissensions subdued the
northern division, now called the province of Malabar, while the Raja of Travan-
core and the Cochin Raja subdued all the chiefs of the central and southern divi-i}

extraordinary, an, o s netance, tot of e Shekares oy oo
» and, as s e Shekurry family may be described.
The males of this family are called Achuns, and never marry; the ladies’ arc
called Naitears, and live in the hofises of their brothers, whose families they
manage. They have no husbands but may grant their favours to any person of the .
ey vt who st an Achun, Kl el chlirn of s picse
seniority ; but t’hey are divided intoettri, ;In ) axe of cduat renk aCCO}‘ding to
0 H ouses, descended from two sisters of
the‘ first Shekurry Raja. The eldest male of the family is called Shekurry, or first.
RaJ.a; the second is called the Elliah Raja (orheir apparent); the third, Cavashiry
Raja ; the fourth, Talan Tambouran Raja ; and the fifth, Tari Putamura Raja. On
Fhe c?eath of the Shekurry, the Elliah Raja succeeds to the highest dignity, each
inferior Raja gets a step, and the eldest Achun becomes Tari Putamura. In
1801, tl.xere were between 1 and 200 Achuns, each of whom received a certain
proportion of the fifth part of the revenue granted by the British government
for their support. :

The Cunian, or Cunishun, are a caste of Malabar, whose profession is astro-
jogy ; besides, they make umbrellas, and cultivate the earth. In many parts of
India, the astrologer or wise man, whatever his caste may be, is called Cunishun.
They are of so low a caste, that if a Cunian come within 24 feet of a Brahmin,
the latter must purify himself by prayer and abtution. They are said to possess
powerful mantras (charms) from fragments of the fourth Veda, which is usually
alleged to be lost. The towns along the sea coast are chiefly inhabited by
Moplays, who were originally imported from Arabia, and probably have traded
to the Red Sea since the time of Alexander the Great. They were early con-
verted to the Mahommedan faith, and are fanatics; yet they have retained or
adopted many original Malabar customs, which seem at variance with the maxims
of the Prophet. They are cunning traders, desperate robbers, serve as irregular
infantry, possess land, and turn their hands to any thing. They hate the Hindoo
idolaters, and are reciprocally detested. The Tiars and Mucuars are very indus-

trious classes, the first on shore, and the latter afloat, as boat and fishermen;
there are no weavers or manufacturers deserving of notice.

There are six sorts of chemurs or slaves, like the Pariars of Ma@;as, and no
other caste is bought or sold in Malabar. They are said to have been caught
and domesticated by Parasu Rama for the use of the Brahmins, and are probably
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the descendants of the aborigines, conquered by the Chola kings, and drive
into the jungles, but at last compelled to prefer slavery and rice to freedon, &n:
starvation. They are generally, but not always, sold with the land, twq slavey
being reckoned equal to four buffaloes; they are also let out and pledged. Theh
pay is an allowance of rice and cloth. They sometimes run away, but Deve
shake off their servile condition; and if reclaimed, the children they may have
had-during their wandering are divided between the old master from whom they
fled and the new one to whom they resorted. It is probable that by degree
under the British government, this class will be converted to {ree labourers,
In the district about Palighaut by far the greater part of the labour is per.
formed by slaves, who are the absolute property of their devarus or lords, They
are not attached to the soil but may be sold or transferred in any manner a Maste,
thinks fit, except that a husband and wife cannot be sold separately, but Chﬂdren
may be taken from their parents. *These slaves are of different castes. They
erect for themselves temporary huts, which are little better than large baskets.
A young man and his wife will sell {for £6:4s. to £7: 8s.; two or three children
will add £2:10s. to the value of the family. These slaves are very severely
treated, and their diminutive stature and squalid appearance shew evidem_ly a
want of adequate nourishment. There can be no comparison of their conditig,
with that of the slaves in the West Indies, except that in Malabar there are,
sufficient number of females, who are allowed to marry any person of the sap,
caste with themselves. The personal labour of the wife is always exacted by

the husband’s master, the master of the girl having no authority over her g,

long as she lives with another man’s slave. This is a practice that ought to b,

adopted by the West India planters.
At a very early period the Christian religion made a considerable progress oy

the Malabar coast, which contains in proportion more persons professing thag

religion than any other country in India. In the creeds and doctrines of the

genuine Malabar Christians considerable evidence exists of their being a primi.
tive church. The supremacy of the Pope is denied, the doctrine of transub-
stantiation has never been maintained by them, and they have always regardeq,
and still regard, the worship of images as idolatrous, and the existence of pur-
gatory fabulous. In addition to thesg circumstances, they never acknowledged
extreme unction, marriage, or confirmation to be sacraments, all of which facts
may be substantiated by reference to the acts of the synod established at Diam-
per by Don Alexis de Moneses, archbishop of Goa, in the year 1599. At present
the hierarchal system of the Roman Catholic Church on the Malabar coast
consists of three ecclesiastical chiefs ; two of whom are appointed by the Portu-
gueze church at Goa, and one by the See of Rome, exclusive of the Babylonish
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bishops presiding over the Nestorian community. The greatest diocesan is th
/ Bishop of Cochin, now residing at Coulan; the second is the Archbisho :f
Cranganore;; and the third, the Bishop of Verapoly. Besides these therepis a
Babylonigh or Syrian metropolitan residing at Narnate in the province of Tra-
vancore. Forty-four churches at present confp.c—)_s?;ﬁ-l?Nestorian commun

which contained about 200,000 souls, before the arrival of Vaséo de Gama.

ity,
is now reduced to 40,000.

and
. ced ( The number of Christians on the whole Maldbar
coast, including the Syrians, or Nestorians,'is computed to amount to rather more

than 200,000, of whom about 90,000 are settled in the Travancore country. The

number of Jews is estimated to exceed 30,000. . ’
The first book printed on this coast was the Doctrina Christiana of Giovanni

Gonsalvez, a lay brother of the order of the Jesuits, who cast Tamulic characters

in the year 1577. After this, in 1598, there appeared a hook entitled the Flos

Sanctorum, which was followed by the Tamulic Dictionary of Father Antonia de
Proenza, printed in the year 1679 at Ambalacate, on this coast. The Hindoos
on the coast of Malabar reckon by the era of Parasu Rama, and divide it into
cycles of 1000 years; the year A.D. 1800 being reckoned to correspond with
the 976th of the cycle. The characters used in Malabar are nearly the same
with those used among the Tamuls of the Carnatic for writing poetry, and the
poetic language of both races is nearly the same.

The villages of Malabar are the neatest in India, and much embellished by the
beauty and elegant dress of the Brahmin girls. The houses are placed contiguous
in a straight line, and are built of mud, so as generally to occupy two sides of a
square area, that is a little raised, and kept clean and free from grass. The mud
is of an excellent quality, and in general is neatly smoothed, and either white-
washed or painted; but the houses being thatched with palm leaves are ex-
tremely combustible. Both bazars and villages have been introduced by foreigners;
the Nambouries, Nairs, and all the aboriginal natives of Malabar, living in de-
tached houses, surrounded b.y gardens, and collectively named desas. The
higher ranks use very little clothing, but are remarkably cleanly in their persons,
cutaneous distempers being never observed except among the slaves and the
very lowest castes. The native breed of cattle and buffaloes in this province are
of a very diminutive form, and but little used for the transportation of goods,
which are mostly carried by porters. No horses, asses, sheep, swine, or goats

are bred in Malabar, at least the number is quite inconsiderable, all these re-
quired for the use of the inhabitants being imported from the eastward. The
original natives had no poultry, but since the Europeans have settled among
them, the common fowl may be had in abundance. Geese, ducks, and turkies
are confined to the sea coast, where they are reared by the Portugueze.

002
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~ This country is intersected with better roads than perhaps any other Provipe,
j of India. One road extends along the sea coast from Cav.al to Cochin ; aNothe,
from Palighaut to Kotiary; and a third, from the_last mentioned place to Caligy,

There are also many roads that cross the province from east t9 west, one fron,
Palighaut to the sea, another from Calicut to Tambacherry, with various Othey

in different directions, having trees, chiefly jack, planted on each side, and ¢y th
rivers are good ferry-boats. These roads are more useful to the_ state as militg e
highways than to the inhabitants for the carriage of goods, the inland n:;wigat-mn
being so good as to render them almost superfluous, and improvements Migh,
still be made by new cuts and canals, especially the junction of the Baypogy ang
Calicut rivers. In 1800, the southern and.middle divisions of Malabar Were
supposed to contain 3,300 square miles, with rather more than 100 inhabitants
to the square mile; and the total population was then estimated at 600,000 soulg \\
which seems considerably under the mark. At that date the population of fou; °
/ districts, viz. Betutanada, Parupanada (on the sea coast), and Vellater and Shiz.

¥/ nada towards the Ghauts, was as follows, and may convey an idea of the

f
]

relative composition of the whole. -

Houses inhabited by Mahommedans . 12,581

By Namburi Brahmins . 297
By Puttar Brahmins 44
By the families of Rajas 33
By Nairs .. 6,747
By Tiars . . . . . . . . . . 4,733
By Mucuas (fishermen) . . . 608

472

By people from the eastward .

Total 25,515

Containing about . 140,000 inhabitants,

Number of male slaves
Female ditto

8,547
7,604—16,201

—

Total 156,201

Malabar, when invaded by Hyder, was a country very rich in the precious
metals, the inhabitants having been for ages accumulating the gold and silver
that had been given to them for the produce of their gardens. After its conquest
vast sums were extorted from the natives by military officers, and by the Cana-
rese Brahmins placed over the revenue. In the northern parts of Malabar the
most common currency 1s the silver fanam, equal in value to one fifth of the

Bombay rupee. The total public revenue collected in the British district of
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/ Malabar, from the 12th July, 1816, to the 11th July, 1817, inclusive, was as
follows :
Land revenue . <« o . L. ... 487,054 star pagodas.
Salt . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. 52,508
Land customs C e s e o oo 0oL 18,572
Abkarry . . . . . . . ... 18,592
Sundry branches of revenue . 14,811 o
Stamps . . . 5,805
Tobacco monopoly 79,700

Total 677,045
Malabar was probably conquered at a very early era by some king from
above the Ghauts, who established the priests and pagodas, and governed the
province by a theocracy of Brahmins, which for their own convenience esta-
blished the Nairs, in the same manner as the Velmah Dhorahs were introduced
into the Northern Circars. In process of time the Nairs became Rajas, and
continued to govern Malabar like independent princes, but still as deputies of
the gods who occupied the pagodas, until Hyder's invasion in 1760, prior to
which event there is no proof that any land tax was levied in Malabar. The °
landed proprietors were certainly previqusly bound to render military service,
and probably to contribute a per centage in case of invasion. The priests and
pagodas had lands of their own, and besides lands the Rajas had sources of
revenue from fines, royalties, imposts, personal taxes, and plunder. There was
no standing army except the militia, nor any expensive establishments to support,
so that there does not seem to have been any necessity for a land tax. In
Hindostan it is only great states that either want, or have power to collect, a
land tax. . .

Hyder sent an army into Malabar, A. D. 1760, and came in person in 17§1.
He then subdued the country, and according to his custom d'r0\.*e out the'RaJas,
except those who conciliated his favour by immediate subml.ssmn. During the
war of 1768, the Rajas occasioned some disturbance; but in 1771, he rt.a-ap(;
peared and established his authority. In 1782, Oushed Beg Kh?.n was appomtte
his deputy, made considerable progress in settlmg and subdu%ng thed ioun (;3(;
and matters went on tolerable smoathly until 1788', when Tippoo ex:n ¢

d proposed to the Hindoos the adoption of what 1.1e was please
the Ghauts, aAc ProP i i hat he was serious, he levied
to designate the true faith, and to convince them 't at 1 o ’Brahm'ms
" contributions on the infidel seculars, while he forcﬁ?ly cu‘cummslvf ” :;medan pa:
Nairs, and such other classes as he thought deserving of thz ne:l{ * yeur with 30
~ radise. This produced a stout rebellion, but he returne
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and exercised his power so rigorO\.lsly, that, in SPite,(‘f

. Rajas, confirmed his sway, and cire
erstition, he drove out the ‘ ' Ny
Zlili:loill :;L;Pcould get hold of. The power and authority which they ha N Pon
se;sed were transferred to the Moplays (Mahommedans), who consequently be.

5 i ts of government.
came the officers and instrumen g © tish 1
On the breaking out of the war between Tippoo and the Brltl h in 1790, the

Rajas and Nairs were leading a predatory life in the j.ur.lgles, o;;n{e.re refugees in
Cochin and Travancore. They were encouraged to join the British army, by
the war was terminated without their assistance. The Bombay government i,
mediately reinstated them in their possessions, .and made a set.tlement Wit
them for the revenues, but they failed to fulfil their engugemnents in three Sug.
cessive settlements, and their mode of government was found to be- such
could not be tolerated or protected consistent with humanity. A scene of cop.
fusion and accumulation of balances ensued which lasted for many years, Con,
missioners, superintendants, and collectors, followed each other in rapiq Sue.
cession ; but tranquillity came not. The revenue was inadequate, yet couly
not be collected ; the government lenient, yet insurrections unceasing; while
the Moplay rebellion to the southward, and that of Cotiote to the northwa, ’
distracted the country, and precluded financial arrangements. This deploraf,le
state of affairs was in a great degree to be attributed to the restoration of
expelled Rajas, and the subsequent influence of the British government g
commenced when they were completely shut out from all interference. Ty,
were in consequence deprived of all authority, and allowed one-fifth of thej,
country’s revenue to support their dignity, which is more than any sovereign of
Europe can spare for that purpose. They were nevertheless dissatisfied, became
refractory, and at last hoisted the standard of rebellion, thereby creating a oy,
" fusion that.could only be subdued by a military force. :

In this condition of affairs, the Bengal presidency ordered the transfer of the
province to that of Madras, and it was committed to the charge of a military
officer, having three subordinate collectors. Since the above period, a grey
improvement has taken place in the internal affairs of the province, which would
appear in a great degree attributable to the judicial local arrangements of My,
Warden the collector, who was delegated to that important situation in 1803,
and discharged the duties of it for eight years. The revenues have since been
realized without difficulty, and a considerable proportion realized by indirect
taxation, the land tax being light when compared with that exacted in the most

overwhelming a force,

of the other provinces of India.
The whole foreign trade of this extensive province, both import and export,

Is with a few exceptions confined to Bombay, the Persian Gulf, and Gujerat,
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The imports consist of alun ' -
JJoth. nankin, rice, sugar fl,' assafeetida, cotton, piece goods, shawls, Lroad-
Travancore. The’eX)g '; rom Bengal and Bombay; coir and coco nuts from
a © CXPports are more numerous and extensive, consisting chicfly.of
coir, coco nuts, timber, rice, ghee, dry gin ' y
sandal wood, sapan wood, turmeric Bnger, bicce goods, cardamoms, Depper,
, ! s 1c, arrow root, betel nut, iron, &c. &c. The
It;l);i::V?lufSC;fl imports from places beyond the territories of the Madras govern-
ditto’ ;n236 7 iSwas(?lz 1;(3{40 ArcI(‘)t Ilg'upees, and the total value of the ex;)on‘s to
| » 2,286,718.—( Lhackeray, I'. Buchanan, Parliamer DO ~
Dusean, Lawbtom, &e. &e. Koo Lartamentary Reports, Wilks, Dow,
C}IANDI:{AGHIRI (the Mountain of the Moon ).—A large square fort in the Ma
la.lbar province, 30 miles south from Mangalore, situated on the south side of ;
river of cfshe same name, which is the northern boundary of Malayala or Malabar
’ o ’ - )
Lz'a.t. 12° 28" N. long. ?5 7 E. At low water the river is shallow, but very
wide ; the country on its south side is called by the Hindoos Tulava.
BracuL( Vyacula).--X strong native fort, 37 miles S. by E. from Mangalore
3 2 . . . . D ’
plz:lccizd, ¥1k<.3 C.an.anf)re, on a high pgmtl projecting into the sea towards the south,
and having withinitabay. Lat.12°23" N. long.75° 5" E. The town stands north
from the fort, and contains about 100 houses. The inhabitants are chiefly Mo-
plays and Mucuas, with a few Tiars (cultivators), and people of the Concan, who

have long settled in Malabar as shopkeepers.—( F. Buchanan, &c.)
- Hosso Durca.—A small town, 41 miles south by east from Mangalore. Lat.

12°10' N. long.75° 10" E. This place is inhabited by a few Puttar Brahmins,
who serve a temple, and whose ancestors were put there by the Ikeri Raja, who '
built the fort.
Nerrisera ( Niliswaram, an cpithet of Siva).—A town in the Malabar pro-
vince, 46 miles S. S. E. from Mangalore. Lat. 12° 16' N. long.75° 12" E.
Cavai.—A small Moplay town in the Malabar province, 30 miles N. N. W.
from Tellechery. Lat. 30° 6’ N. long. 75° 17 E. In 1749, the English had a
factory here, which consisted of a pandiala or banksaul ;
n adopted by the natives of the whole Malabar coast.
__An ancient Hindoo principality, situated among the West-
12th and 13th degrees of north latitude, and at present

partly annexed to the British province of Malabar, and partly comprehended in
the Mysore Raja’s territories. The Coorga country 1s considered to extend

from the Tambacherry pass on the south to the river Ilemavutty on the north,
succession of hills and vallies, . many places open, with some
in others wild and woody, abounding with all sorts

ther beasts of the forest. The country from So-
nee of 19 miles, is one complete wood, and the

which Dutch word has

now bee
Coorc (Coduga).
ern Ghauts, between the

and presents a
scattered trees and shrubs;

of game, wild elephants, and o
mawarpet to Markeree, a dista



s Lo | lace are covered with thick forests’ w
tains in the vicinity of thelatter p: . '
:;?1:1121 ;ﬁd 1other valuable woods are found. Round Markeree ltv’he hll]ls ft?rm "
i tre, where the different roads enter through gatewa?'s Yy an old lipe ang
amphitheatre, a Coorg Raja, before the Couy

' ' idges ;
1 tending all along the top of the ridges; -
i‘;ci;:);ubduez by Hydber, having made a hedge and ditch along the who, ox.

i ini A considerable tract beygy .
stern boundary of his dominions. ' nd
tent of the eas y The Cavery has its SOHNZ

11l continues desolate.

was reckoned neutral, and sti e !
in Coorg, and the Toombudra among the Bababooden-hllls. These twq Breqs
rivers issuing to the eastward are obliged by the elevation of the mountaj

pursue that direction, although much nearer to the western Indian Ocean. The
Cavery, after a circuitous route, finds its way to the bay of Bengal, whie the

Toombudra proceeds to the north-east and joins the Igrishr.la. In a milt
point of view, the Coorg is naturally strong, having many heights and ra"ines,

and a great space of forest, besides having the Cavery and He-:mavutty t0 crog .
The vallies are cultivated with rice, which in this region yields eXuberapy ’
but the quantity of land under tillage is, comparatively to the extent of Surfage

insignificant. Cattle are abundant, and on account of the excellence of the
The manufactures of the Coorgas are Very fey,

ns to

pasture in high condition. _
Their weapons are made in the country, and also the blankets which they wear,

but most of the cotton cloths and salt are brought from Cananore and Telj;.
chery, the returns consisting principally of sandal wood and pepper. Honey
very plentiful. Among the hills and thick forests there are some wild hordey,
whose complexions are much less deeply tinged than the generality of the p,_
tives. In the woods of the Coorg country there is one of these Communitjeg
called Malay Cudiru, who are not darker than Spaniards or Portugueze, which
may possibly be owing to the elevation of their residence, the shade of thejp
forests, and the torrents of rain which for so great a proportion of the year
pour from their cloudy atmosphere.
The Coorgas are a subdivision of the Nair caste and of martial habits. Rajas
of Coorg (named the Vir Rajas) are mentioned by Ferishta as independept
princes so early as A. D. 1583, and the family possesses biographical histories of
their Rajas since 1632. For a long time Hyder attempted in vain to subdye
them, until a dispute about succession arose, when he offered his interposition,
and by the destruction of one family, and making the other prisoners, he got pos-
session of the territory. In the year 1779, Linga, Raja of Coorg, died, and Hyder
excluded Beer Rajindra, the lawful heir, then a minor, confined him in a Mysore
fortress, massacred and expelled many of the Coorgas, and partitioned the coup.
try into jaghires among a number of petty Mahommedan leaders. Tippoo had

the young Raja circumcised, and during his captivity his country was a con-
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-tinued scene of devastation and bloodshed, occasioned by the discontent angd
insurrection of the people. In 1787, Beer Rajindra made his escape from Peri- |
patam and ret}xrned to ‘Coorg, where after a series of years and many vicisitudes
he succeedf.:d in expelling the invaders and recovering his hereditary dominions

From this era the constitution of Coorg may be understood to have com-
menced on a new foundation, the ancient having been nearly abrogated by the
long d‘ommatlon of the Mahommedans, and the expulsion of the legitimate landed
proprietors. By his perseverance Beer Rajindra restored order and conciliated
the affection of the great mass of his people. On his decease in 1808 he left his ./
dominions by will to his daughter Dewa Amajee, then a child, to the prejudice
of his brother Linga Raja, and contrary to the ancient usages and customs of
the country as well as to the texts of the sacred writings. According to the
latter, the succession should be, 1st, the son; 2dly, if no son, the son’s son;
3dly, failing him, the brother of the deceased. In addition to this document,
no precedent could be found that any female had ever held the reins of the
Coorg sovereignty, although in the contiguous and ancient Hindoo principality
;,.} of Bednore, a female sovereign, or ranny, had always ruled.

The infant princess was however placed on the throne, but, in 1810, the Ben-
gal government received a communication from Linga Raja and the Ranny
Dewa Amajee conjointly, intimating, that in consequence of the voluntary ab-
dication of the latter, Linga Raja had assumed the permanent administration of
Coorg. In consequence of this intelligence measures were taken to ascertain
the claim possessed by the Linga Raja to the succession, and also the wishes and
sentiments of the chief persons belonging to the principality. The resignation
of the young Ranny at her tender age could not be considered as spontaneous,
and the Linga Raja’s assumption of the-sovereignty could derive no legality from
the renunciation of an infant. At the same time, the British government could
not be considered bound by a mere testamentary devise of the late Raja to
support an order of succession hostile to the laws, prejuc.lice)s, and wishes of the
people, and under the possible contingency of being obliged to em'ploy a military
force in prosecution of the object. The result of the investigation was favour-
able to the claims of the Linga Raja to Coorg, the inhabitants ©f which were
also inclined to the establishment of his pretensions, which were accox:d'mg\y
acquiesced in by the Bengal presidency, and a dispatch addresged to hup an-
nouncing the determination of the British government to recognize his title to
the sovereignty. A provision of nearly two lacks of pagodas (£80",000), which
had been vested in the Company's funds at Madras by the late Raja, was made
in favour of Dewa Amajee and her sisters; and of four lacks of .rupees held b(y;
the late Raja in the Bombay funds, two were secured for the little Ranny an

rr
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her sisters, as a suitable provision, by the car.e of the Britissh ggveI\;hl'nem, The
other two lacks in the Bombay funds appertamed to the Soonda Raja ang his

solll,.ike other Nair countries, this tract possesses fev.v towns, o.r even villy e, of
considerable size or population, the Coorgas preferring the sohtu.de of theijr Jun,

glesJ to the busy hum of men. Peripatam was formerly the caplta!, but in latey

times the village of Mercara or Markaree, 25 miles sou.th of Po9dlcherrin’ ha
been the residence of the Raja’s family. About 1785, Tippoo bu.llt a strong g,
tress within the limits of thedistrict and named it Jaﬁ‘exrabad, but 1t‘has’long Singy
gone to ruin.—( 4. N. Cole, Public MS. Documents, Dirom, I'. Buchanan, &c. &

&Ll-\)IERCARA._A town in the Coorg country, 50 miles N. N. E. fron} Tellichery_
Lat. 12° 26’ N. long. 75° 50' E. The fort of Mercara staxllds. On a Tising groyyy
pearly in the centre of an ampitheatre of hills by whi.ch it 1s surrounded, s
form is that of an irregular pentagon with towers, bastions, and a small worj %
cover the gateway on the east side. There are also two other bastions, but nearly
in ruins, and the whole is encompassed by a narrow ditch with a double Covery.
way. The Raja’s palace is within the fort, on one side of an _Open square, gy
the front apartment in which he receives European visitors is f‘urmshed In the
English style, with mirrors, carpets, chairs, and pictures.—( Public Journals, &e. )

Turcavery.—A small village in the Coorg division, near the source of the
Cavery, 55 miles S. E. from Mangalore. Lat. 12° 24’ N. long.75° 38'E,

Mouxt Dirry.—A hill in the Malabar province, which is separated from the
main land by salt water creeks, and forms a remarkable promontory on the coast,
The native name is Yeshy Malay, but our seamen call it Mount Dilly. Lat. 19
2'N. long. 75° 16" E. 26 miles S. E. f8f Tellichery.

Cuericar.—The name of a small subdivision of the Malabar province whicl,
formerly gave its name to an extensive tract of country, then subject to the
Cherical Rajas. It is situated about the 12th degree of north latitude.

CavavNorE (Canura).—A town on the sea coast of Malabar. Lat. 11° 52'N.
long. 75° 27° E.” Cananore was purchased from the Dutch by the ancestors of
the Biby, er female sovereign, who is a Moplay (Mahommedan). Prior to this,
the family were of little consequence, and entirely dependant on the Cherical
Raja; but having acquired a fortress, considered by the Nairs impregnable, they
became powerful and were looked up to as the head of the Mahommedans ip
Malabar. The succession goes on in the female line, as is customary in Malabar,
Under this system, the children of the Biby's son will have no claim to the
sovereignty, but will be succeeded by the son of his niece, who is the daughter
of his sister. The territory of this female potentate on the continent is very
small, yet she Ppays a revenue of 14,000 rupees as land-tax, and the British go-
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vernment receives all the customs of the port. The Biby is allowed to collect
all the revcmw. but her profit from this source must i)e inconsiderable. Most ::)f
the.Laccadl\'os are subject to her; but they are wretched islands produc'm;r no
grain, nor any thing but coco nuts, betel nut, and plaintains. ’i‘his lady x:;’)os-
sesses several vessels that sail to Arabia, with which she carrics on a consider-
able trade, as also with Bengal and Sumatra. ’
The town of Cananore is situated at the bottom of a small bay,which is one of
the best on the coast, and contains several good houses belonging to Mahomme-

. oy < N 0y MY . M N .
dan merchants.  The people here have no communication with the Maldives, al-
s

though the sultan and inhabitants of these islands are Moplays alse. Cananore
ts defended by a fortress, situated on the point which forms the bay, and it has
been strengthened with walls after the Europcan fashion since the province

was ceded to the Company. The small district of Cananore extends nowhere

more than two miles from the glacis of the fort.  The surface is high and un-

even, but not so much 50 as to prevent the whole from being cultivated once in
three, six, or nine years, according to the quality of the soil.  In 1800, the |
number of houses in Cananore and the district of Cherical was 10,386 ; and of \
sluves there were 4670, In Cherical and Cotiote there are slaves, chiefly of the
Poliar and Pariar castes, but the greater part of the cultivation is carried on by
Panicar or hired men. A trade is carried on from hence with Bengal, Arabia,
Sumatra, and Surat; {rom which quarters, horses, almonds, picce goods, sugar,
wpiwm, silk, benzoin, and camphor, are imported : the exports are principally
pepper, cardamoms, sandal wood, coir, and shark fins. So ewly as 1505, the
Portucueze had a fort at Cananorc.—( I". Buchanun, Bruce, &e.)

Cor1ore.—A small section of the Malabar province situated due east of Tel-
lichery, and comprehending about 312 square miles. The face of the countyy
here resembles the other parts of Malabar, containing low hills, separated by
narrow vallies, which arc adapted for rice cultivation. Approaching the Ghauts
these hills rise to a considerable height; the soil is almost everywhere good, but
as yet indifferently cultivated, owing to the ., ng anarchy which prevailed.  lIts
calamities were in a great measure owing to its forests, which encouraged the
natives to make an ill-judged resixtance against the British forces.

The quantity of timber trees procurable in one year, including teak, does not
exceed 3 or 400 ; and no metals have been discovered in this territory. Where-
ever the ground is not cultivated there are stately forests, but the produce of
the trecs is of little value. In 1800, the number of houses in Cotiote was esti-
mated at 4087. Among the hills and forests there were several rude tribes, but
the whole number of slaves then was only estimated at 100. The commerce of
this small district consists in selling the produce of the plantations, and in the

p P2 .
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urchasing of rice, salt, sal fish, oil, cotton, and cloth. The produce iq Peppe
r)

P ia, wild cinnamon and coftee.—('F. Buchanan, &c.)

sugar cane, cotton, cassl . '
Pycue.—A town in the Malabar province, 14 miles N. E. from Te“ichery_

Lat.11° 56" N. long. 75° 39" E.
TeLLichery (Tali Chari).—A sea-port town on the Malabar coast, 126 il

travelling distance from Seringapatam. Lat. 11° 45" N. long. 75° 33’ §_ Th;

place was long the chief settlement of the English on the coast of Malabar; bus
in 1800, the East India Company’s commerce having been transferred tq Mahét
it has since considerably declined. The richest natives still reside here, gy, 4 th,
inhabitants are far more civilized than in other parts of the province. Th:

grounds within the old English lines are highly cultivated, and.the thriving State
of the plantations on the sandy land shews that the whole 1s capable of im.
provement. This town is the mart for the best sandal wood brought fromy aboy,
the Western; Ghauts and the cardamoms of Wynaad, which are MOstly ‘g,

ported from hence, are generally reckoned the best on the coast.
In A. D. 1683, the Presidency of Surat established a factory here, for the pur.

chase of pepper and cardamoms ; and in 1708, the East India ComPanTObtained
a grant of the fort of Tellichery from the Colastry, or Cherical Raja. \During
the reign of Tippoo, in consequence of his hostile policy, this settlement Wag
supported at a great expense, and partook so little of the commerce of the
country that the Bombay government had it in contemplation to recommenq its
being relinquished as an unnecessary and unprofitable factory. In the year AD.
1800, Tellichery, Mahé, and Darmapatam formed a circle, containing 44g)
houses, occupied as follows: by Portugueze, 438; by Mahommedans, ggg.
by Namburies (Brahmins), 9; Puttar Brahmins, 16; -Rajas, 2; Nairs, 276’;
Ti.ars, or cultivators, 1888; Mucuas (fishermen), 2568 ; natives of Carnata, 119,
male and female slaves, 70.—('F. Buchanan, Dirom, Duncan, &c.)

Mang (Maki, a fish ).—The principal French settlement on the coast of Ma-
labar. Lat. 11° 42" N. long. 75° 36" E. This place is finely situated on a high
ground, on the south side of a river, where it joins the sea; the site being in
every respect preferable to that of the neighbouring British settlement of Tell;.
chery. It may be here remarked, that generally all the spots selected by the
French for the establishment of their factories in India were, 1n point of loca
circumstances and geographical situation, much superior to those chosen by the
English. The latter appear to have been influenced by the teinporary resort of
commerce, while the first were guided by more enlarged views, which to them,
however, never had any beneficial result. The river at Mahé is navigable for
boats a considerable way inland, and in fair weather small craft can with great
safety pass the bar. The town has been neat, and many of the houses are good »
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but the whole was in a decaying state until the British commercial residenc
was removed to this port from Tellichery. The principal export is peppér ‘thi
staple commodity of the province. Mahé was settled by the French in 1"/;'22
but taken from them by the British forces under Major Hector Munro in 1761’
It was restored at the peace of Paris in 1763, but on the rupture with Franc;,

in 1793 recaptured, and finally restored along wi i
s g with Pondicherry at ti ace of
1815.—( k. Buchanan, Orme, &c.) Y ‘e pe C

‘CA RTINRAD ( Cadutinada _).—A small .district in the Malabar province, the
raja of which resides at Cutiporam. It is tolerably well cultivated, and is natu-

e i s«

rall)f a ric-h country, but. does not produce grain sufficient for the sustemance of

the mh.abltants. The higher parts of the hills are overgrown with wood, which -
the Nairs formerly encouraged, as affording them protection against invadets.

Among the hills which form the lower parts of the Ghauts in Cartinaad, and
other northern districts of Malayavar, are certain places that naturally produce
cardamoms.

The female Nairs in this part of the country, while children, go through the
ceremony of marriage both with Namburies and Nairs ; but here as well as in
the south the man and wife never cohabit. A Nair here is not astonished when
asked who his father is? And a man has as much certainty that the children born
in his own house are his own, as a European husband has; yet such is the per-
versity of custom, that he would be considered as unnatural, were he to have as
much affection for his own children as for those of his sister, which he may
perhaps never have seen. In 1761, the Bombay presidency concluded a treaty
with the chief of this country for ‘the purchase of pepper, in which document
he is styled the king of Cartenaddu.—( F. Buchanan, T'reaties, &c.)

CoTarorT.—An inland town in the Cartinaad division, 14 miles S. E. from
Tellichery. Lat. 11° 42" N. long. 75° 44’ E.

VapaGHERRY (or Vaducuray).—A Moplay town on the sea coast of the Ma-
labar province, 24 miles N. by W. from Calicut. Lat. 11° 35 N. long. 75° 40’ E.

Wyxaap (Bynadu).—A small subdivision of the modern district of Malabar,

‘situated above the Western Ghauts, between the 11th and 12th degrees of north
Jatitude, and comprehending an area of about 1250 square miles. Bynadu, or
Wynaad, signifies the open country, but does not seem here applicable, as, though
situated on the tops of the mountains, it is in many places overrun with forest
and of difficalt access. This territory is also named Nellcala and Wynatil, and
produces the best cardamoms in India. Carula Verma, the present raja, 18 j
sprung from a younger branch of the family, and retains considerable .power |
within his own limits. The village of Panamburt Cotta, or Wynaad, is situated

in lat. 11° 47° N. long. 76° 10" E. 40 miles E. {rom Tellichery.



THE PROVINCE [caLteq,

4
* 92 miles E, |y E

NUMHULECOTE.—A small town in-the Malabar province,

' °32' N °35 E.
from Calicut. Lat. 11°32' N. long. 76 - .
TAMBERACHERRY.—A small inland town in the Malabar province, 2¢ mile

N.E. from Calicut. Lat. 11° 26" N. long. 76° E. From the woods arounpg this
place, from 2 to 300 teak trees may be procured annually, and an equal Dumy,

of the viti, or black wood. . . .
NEeELLEMBoOR.—An inland town in the Malabar province, 33 miles E, frop,

: ] . -~ O 4 E. .
Calicut. Lat. 11° 17" N. long. 16' 20 B |
~ Cavicur (Calicodu).—A subdivision of the Malabar province, extendmg

along the sea coast between the parallels of 10 and 12° north latitude, ang one
D . . .
of the principal countries of that extraordinary Hindoo race, the Nau-s} the

Calicut Raja (the Zamorin of Europeans) being one of their most Tespecteq
chiefs. By his own tribe, and the other natives, he is styled the Tamuri Raja.

All the males of the family of the Zamorin are called Tarr'lburans, and tp,
females Tamburetties. All the children of every Tambu.rettx are er‘lt.itled to
these appellations, and according to seniority rise t.o the highest dignities that
belong to the family. These ladies are generally 1mpregna.ted by Namburie;
(Brahmins), and sometimes by the higher ranks of Nairs; but the saf:red cha.
racter of the Namburies always procures them a preference. The ladies live j
the houses of their brothers, and never have any intercourse with their hy
bands, which would be reckoned scandalous.

The oldest man of the family by the female line is the Tamuri Raja, or z,.
morm, who is also named Mana® Vicrama Samudr:i Raja, and is l‘egularly
crowned. This chief pretends to be of higher rank than the Brahmins, ang to
_be only inferior to the invisible gods, which pretensions are acknowledged by
his subjects, but held absurd and abominable by the Brahmins, who treat him
as a Sudra. The Zamorin, although of a caste inferior to the Cochin Raja, ang
possessed of less extensive dominions, was commonly reckoned of equal rank,
which is attributed to the superior prowess of his people. In 1767, when Hy-
der invaded Malabar, the Cochin Raja quietly submitted to pay tribute, whil? the
pride of the Zamorin refused any kind of submission, and after an unavailing re.
sistance, being made prisoner, set fire to the house in which he was confined, ang
was burned with it. Several of his personal attendants, who were accidentally
excluded when he shut the door, afterwards threw themselves into the flames
and perished with their master.

It appears from the records of Tellichery, that the English first began to traffic
in the Zamorin's dominions in the year 1664. Hyder invaded the country in
person in the year 1766, but was soon afterwards called away by a war in the
dominions of the Nabob of Arcot. The Zamorins embraced this opportunity,
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and having repossessed themselves, held their lands seven years. A Brahmin
named Chinavas Row, was then sent against them, and drove them into the dg:
minions of the Raja of Travancore. After nine years of his administration, the
British came and took Palighaut, but on the approach of Tippoo were obliged to
retreat by Paniany. The Rajas continued in exile until 1790, when a little before
the battle of Tiruvana Angady they joined Colonel Hartley with 5000 Nairs. ' At
the peace with Tippoo, in 1792, this district, consisting of 63 talooks and a re-
venue estimated at eight and a half lacks of rupees, was ceded in perpetuity to
the Company. Formerly the chiefs of Punatoor, Talapuli, Mannacollatil, Tiru-
manachery, Agenicutil, and many others, were tributary to the Zamorin, and \
furnished on emergencies quotas of troops; but he has now no authority what-
ever, and 1is subsisted by the bounty of thé British government.—( F. Buchanan,
Wilks, Duncan, &§c.)

Cavricut.—The capital of the Malabar province, is situated in lat. 11° 15 N,
long. 75° 50" E. 103 miles S. W. from Seringapatam. The Portugueze under
Vasco de Gama arrived at Calicut on the 18th of May, 1498 ; ten months and
two days after their departure from Lisbon. 1In 1509, Don Fernando Coutinho,
Marechal of Portugal, attacked Calicut with 3000 troops, but was slain in the
attack and his army repulsed with great loss. In 1766, it was invaded and con-
quered by Hyder, who enlarged and improved the fort; but Tippoo afterwards
destroyed both fort and town, and removed the inhabitants to Nellura, the name
of which he changed to Furruckabad, being, like all the Mahommedans of
India, a great alterer of the old Pagan names. TFifteen months after this forced
migration, the English conquered the province, and the inhabitants returned with
great joy to their old place of residence. The town in 1800, “contained above
5000 houses, and was rapidly improving. The inhabitants are chiefly Moplays.
The principal exports are pepper, teak, sandal wood, cardamoms, coir cordage,
and wax. - Travelling distance from Seringapatam, 129 miles south west.—( F.
Buchanan, Wilks, Bruce, Rennell, &c. &c.) |

Bavroor ( Vaypura).—A sea-porttown on the Malabar coast, seven mllgs south
from Calicut. Lat. 11° 10° N. long. 75° 52 E. Tippoo new .named this place
Sultanpatnam, and intended to have established 1t as one.of his pl.aces of trad(::
Teak ships of 400 tons are built from tir.nber procured 1n the pelghbomh,pot é
and from the chips and saw dust teak tar1s extr-acted. Some mﬂlg we:e EZ?EbZ
here on speculation, with the view of supplying the dock-yards a y

with planks, but the moving power being wind it appears too precarious for

he heavy machinery required.
t ?P]:]ZRPEYNAAD ( Parapanada).—A Moplay town on the sea coast of Malabar,

0 qf ox A’ : 1
15 miles south from Calicut. Lat. 11°3' N. long. 75°54' E. In 1800, this place
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contained 700 houses, mostly built of stone and well aix.'ed, and which would ,
comfortable even for Europeans. When compared with that at M'ddraS, the
surf on this coast is trifling, and, except where rocky head lands run 5 litele
way into the sea, boats of any kind may without danger lar.ld on the b.each.
TaNorE.—A town on the sea coast of the Malabar province, 23 miles § b
E. ﬁ*om Calicut. Lat. 10°58 N. long. 75°56" E. This was formerly a Place o
considerable note, but is now reduced to the condition of an obscure village_
Tirwayx Avcany (Zeravana Angady).—A small Moplay town in the Malabar
province, 19 miles S.S8.E. from Calicut. Lat.11°3 N. long. 75°59'E, This
place is situated on the banks of a river which comes from Ir:nada, and ip the
rainy season is navigable 32 miles above for canoes. Neec to thx_s p]aCfe, in 179,
a decisive victory was gained by Colonel Hartley's army over Tl'p!)c.)o s forces,
ApaNAD (Adinatha).—A town in the province of Malabar, division of Sher. |
nada, celebrated as the throne of the Alvangheri Tamburacul, or chief of the |
Namburies, who are the Brahmins of Malabar. These Namburies will Neithe,
eat nor drink with the Brahmins of other countries; but, like other Brahmins
they marry and live with their wives, of whom they tak<.3 as many as they aré
able to support. A Namburie's children are always considered as his heirs but
in order to prevent their losing dignity by beeoming too numerous, the Younger
sons of a Namburi family seldom marry. They live with their eldest brother,
and assist the wives of the Rajas and other Nairs of distinction to keep up thej,
families. Many Namburies have lost caste by having committed murder, oy by
having eaten of forbidden things; in such cases their children generally becop,

Mahommedans.—( F. Buchanan, &c.)
Korye.—A small town on the Malabar coast, 30 miles S. by E. from Calicyt,

Lat. 10°50° N. long. 75° 57 E.
Pax1axy.—A sea-port town on the coast of Malabar, 36 miles S. by E. fro
Calicut. Lat. 10°45 N. long. 75°38' E.  This place is called by the natives
Punang Wacul, and in 1800 contained above 500 houses belonging to traders,
40 mosques, and at least 1000 huts, inhabited by the lower orders of people.
It is very irregularly built, but many of the houses are two stories high, con-
structed of stone, and thatched with coco-nut tree leaves. The huts are inha-
bited. by boatmen and fishermen, who were formerly Mucuas, a low caste of
Hindoos, but they have now all embraced the faith of Mahommed. The town
is scattered over a sandy plain on the south side of a river, which descends from
Animalaya and enters the sea by a very narrow channel. The mouth, however,
1s siut by a bar, which only admits boats to enter. The trading boats are called
pattemars, and on an average carry 50,000 coco nuts, or 1000 muddies of rice,
equal to 500 Bengal hags. About 60 years ago the Moplays of this port were
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very rich, and PO'Sse.ssed vessels that sailed to Surat, M(;cha, Madras, and Ben-
gal, but the oppressions and extortions of Tippoo reduced them to great poverty,
The exports from hence are teak wood, coco nuts, iron, and rice; the chief im-

* ports, .whea.t, pulses, sugar, jagory, salt, cut (terra japonica), and spices.
Pamar.ly 1s the residence of the Tangul, or chief priest of the Moplays, who v
asserts his descent from Ali and Fatima, the daughter of Mahommed. Although
a Mussulmaun by religion, the Tangul's sister’s son, according to the custom’ of
Malabar, is considered the heir to this hereditary dignity. These people are
called Moplayar on the Malabar coast, and Lubbaymar at Madras; but among
themselves they acknowledge no other designation than that of Mussulmauns or
Mahommedans. Being of Arabic extraction, they consider themselves of more
honourable birth than the Tartar Mahommedans, who, on this subject, hold a
contrary opinion. The Arabians settled in this part of India soon after the
promulgation of the faith of Mahommed, and have made numerous converts;
yet in many families of distinction the Arab blood seems still uncontaminated.
The Moplays use a written character peculiar to themselves,and totally different
from the present Arabic, which language is known to very few besides the
priests. The Moplays of Malabar are both traders and farmers; the Lubbay-
mars of Madras confine themselves to the first mentioned profession. As traders
they are a remarkably quiet industrious people ; but some of them in the interior
having been encouraged by Tippoo in a most licentious attack on the lives, per-
sons, and properties of the Hindoos, became a set of fierce, blood-thirsty,
bigotted ruffians, which disposition the British government had considerable
difficulty in reforming. Prior to this, the Moplays had no authority except in
the small district of Cananore, even over their own sect, but were entirely sub-
ject to the Hindoo chiefs in whose dominions they resided. Tippoo's code of
laws was never known beyond the limits of Calicut. During that period of total
anarchy the number of Moplays considerably increased, multitudes of Hindoos
were circumcised by force, and many of the lower orders converted. Inreli-
gious matters the Tangul is still the head of the sect, and the office is hereditary
in the female line. Mosques are numerous, and in each of them presides an
imaum or moullah, nominated by the Tangul, who usually bestows the office on
the sister’s son, the heir of the person who last held it.—(F. Buchanan, &c.)
CornaNcoDpu.—A small town 1n the south-eastern division of the Malabar
province. Lat. 10° 42’ N. long. 76° 49" E. This town contains above 1000

houses, many of which are inhabited by Tamul weavers, who import their cotton

from Coombatoor. . '
‘Munasr.—A town in the Malabar province, 52 miles S. E. from Calicut.

Lat. 10° 58 N. long. 76° 35" E.
VOL. 1I. QQ
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Paricuavr.—A town and district attachet? to the modern province of Ma
bar, 68 miles S. E. from Calicut. Lat. 10°45 N..long. 76° 38 E. The fort he:.
was built by Hyder on his conquest of Malabar, in the country called Palighauet
Cherry, which then belonged to the Shekury Raja, one of the Petty chief, i
Malabar. Round the fort are scattered many desas (estates), villages, ang

bagars, altogether containing a considerable population, but there is very liy,
of the appearance of a town. This small district, in 1800, contained 106,50 free

inhabitants, and 16,574 slaves; total 123,074 persons. .
The proportion of this territorial subdivision occupied by thick forests, apq ot

inhabited, is very considerable. These forests possess a grea.t advan?age in bejy,,
intersected by several branches of the Paniany river, by which, dl}rlng the rainb
season, the timber may be floated to the sea. About 45,000 cgblc feet of teak
may be procured annually, but it can only be done with the assistance of 4 ]al‘ge
body of trained elephants. The Palighaut district was ceded to the Britigy, g0-
vernment by Tippoo at the peace of 1792, when its revenues were valyeq at

88,000 pagodas.—("I. Buchanan, &c.) .
Erroor.—A small town on the sea coast of the Malabar province, 59 Mileg

S. by E,from Calicut. Lat. 10°36’N. long.76°4"E.

Cuitway (Setava).—A town in the Malabar province, situated on the sea
eoast, 39 miles N. by W. from Cochin. Lat.10°31'N. long. 76° 5’ E. This place
stands on an island 27 miles long, and in some places five broad, named Chitway

by Europeans, and by the natives M:}_napuram. It consists of two sectiops,
Shetuwai and Allypuram, and is separated from the continent by inlets of salt
water, which form the northern part of an excellent inland navigation. T,
soil of this 1sland is in general poor, and although the whole may be considereg
as a plain, the rice fields are small in proportion to the elevated land that rises 5
few feet above the level of the sea. The shores of the island are covered with
coco-nut palms, from which the revenue is chiefly derived, and the whole is renteq
from the Company by the Cochin Raja for 30,000 rupees per annum, but he pos-
sesses no legal jurisdiction over the inhabitants. A slave here, when 30 years
old, costs about 100 fanams, or £2: 14 : 7; with a wife the price is double. Chil-
drensell for from 15 to 46 fanams, or from 8Ss. 2%d. to 21s. 10d.—( F. Buchanan, &:.)
Laccapives Isves (Laksha Dwipa, a lack (100,000) islets ).—An archipelago of
low shoaly islands, lying off the coast of Malabar, which is about 75 miles dis-
tant from the nearest, and extending from the 10th to the 12th degree of north
latitude, being separated from each other by very wide channels. These islands
are very small, the largest not containing six square miles of land, and surrounded
by coral shoals, which render the approach to them dangerous. They are all
very barren and do not produce any grain, nor indeed any thing but coco nuts,
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betel nuts, and plantains.  The inhabitants are Moplays (MahommedanS)
are very poor, and. subsist mostly on coco nuts and fish. Their staple articles 0}
exportation are coir, which they make from the husk of the coco nut, jaggery,
coco nuts, and a little betel nut. Some coral is also carried from the surround-
ing reefs to the continent of India, where it is used for makine images and for
burning into quick lime. The best coir cables on the coast of E’[alab:r are made
at Anjengo and Cochin from the fibres of the Laccadive coco nuts ; with the
stem the natives of the islands make their boats, and their houses are constructed
from the materials furnished by that valuable palm.

These islands were discovered by Vasco de Gama during his first voyage,
when returning to Europe, and it does not appear that they have ever been pro-
perly explored. Prior to the cession of the Cherical country in 1792 to the
British government, Tippoo Syjtan had received the three northernmost of the
islands in question from the Bibby (lady) of Cananore, for an equivalent in that
territory, which equivalent, in 1793, the Cherical Raja was permitted to resume;
the Bibby was consequently deprived of the consideration for which she had
ceded the islands to the Sultan. These islands being attached to Canara came
along with that province under the dominion of the British ; but as they had con-
stituted a part of the Mysore possessions at the close of the war in which Tippoo
fell, and the Bibby had not previously the slightest prospect of recovering them,
ber claim, in 1803, to the three northernmost, not being ruled by the law of na-
tions, stood in need of indulgent consideration. The result was, that her claims
were declared inadmissible, on the ground that she could have no just right to
be placed in any other situation by the conquest of Mysore, than that in which
she would have stood had no such event taken place; in addition to which, it

‘was not thought expedient to vest the Bibby with authority over the Laccadives,
under the declared aversion of the islanders to her government.—('F. Buchanan,
Public MS. Documents, &c.) -

Marpives Isanps ( Malaya Dwipa, the isles of Malaya).—These islands ex-

tend from the eighth degree of north latitude to the equinoctial line, and are

divided into 17 clusters, called Attollons. These groups are most of them round,
but some are oval, and lie in arow in a N. W. and S. E. direction, separated

from each other by narrow channels not navigable by ships of burthen. Egch
of these clusters is surrounded by rocks that defend th.em from the sea, which
here rages with great fury. The large islands are inhabited and cultwate(;i, bu(t1
a great proportion of the chain consists of mere rocks, rocky shoals, an 1samd
banks, flooded at spring tides. They have never been completely ebx;:; Otl:ei;
although so near to the course of ships outw;'n‘d bound to Bengal,A u S
dimensions are known to be very small, and their number very great. Acon
QQ?2
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i :ed on between the different Attollons, each of them havi,
able trade is caf'rle ) . ‘ers residing in one, the goldsmity, '8
something peculiar to itself; the weave or - _S‘n
another; the locksmiths, matmakers, potters, turners, Jomer.s,l eag nhabjyy, \
distinct groups of islands. The different traders go from 1is a;ln. to lsl.a“din
boats with a small deck, and sometimes are abse.nt a year from their own. islap N
On these occasions they generally live in their boats, and carry theip malq
children of four or five years of age with them, to accustc'm-l them tq a sea lify,

Some years back one or two vessels used annually to visit the Maldiveg frog,
the British settlements to load cowries, but from the delay they eXperienc, q
and the unhealthiness of the climate, this trade has been for son%e.time abani
doned by Europeans. It is now principally carried on by the Mal(.hvmns in the;,
own boats, constructed of the trunks of coco-nut trees. These arrive at Balasore
in Orissa, situated at the mouth of the Calcutta riwer, in the months of J une gpq
July (when the S. W. monsoon is steady in the bay of Bengal), loaded wity, Coip
(coco-nut fibres), coco-nut oil, and all the other produce of the coco—n}lt tree, theiy
grand staple; cowries, salted fish, turtle shell, &c. &c: They sall aboyt the
middle of December, during the north-eastimonsoon, with their returns, Mopg
than half of which consists of rice from Bengal, the granary of the Indies; the
rest is sugar, hardware, broadcloth, cutlery, silk stuffs, coarse c?ttons, tObacco,
&c. The imports to Bengal, in 1810, averaged about 184,129 sicca rupees, anq
the exports 90,182 sicca rupees. Many Maldivian boats come annually ¢,
Acheen, and bring dried bonettoe in small pieces, about two or three ounces j,
weight, which when properly cured is as hard in the centre as a horn. Ships
occasionally resort to the Maldives to procure dried shark-fins for the Chinese
market, being esteemed by that gross feeding nation an excellent seasoning for
soup, and highly invigerating.

The Maldivians profess the Mahommedan religion, yet in some of their oys.
toms resemble the Boadjoos of Borneo. They launch annually a small veg
loaded with perfumes, gums, and odoriferous flowers, and turn it adrift to the
mercy of the winds and waves, as an .offering to the spirit of the winds ; apgd
sometimes similar offerings are made to the spirit whom they term king of the
sea. With their internal government we are little acquainted, but it does not
appear, that, although separated into distinct islands and groups of islands,
they engage in war with each other, which is unaccountable. By such Europeans
as have visited them they are described as a mild inoffensive race and very
hospitable. In 1777, a French vessel with some ladies of rank was wrecked on
the island of Imetay, when all the sufferers met with the kindest treatment from
the chief and his subjects. The French East India Company had formerly a

corporal and some soldiers resident on these islands, but they were removed
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by M. Lally in 1759. :

t ge Conque}s’t  thooe isgnh;n Hyder mvaded Malabar in 1766, he contemplated
s also, but never carried his 1Intention into execution.

In 1812, Lord Mi
Moien ud Deen 'thlentsoc;vg:e-n Governor-General, received a letter from Sultan
month of May ’a ship und(:gr]; 0f t}ile padives, representing that during the
) r british colours, named the E
: ' , ’ uropa, had been cast
away on the uninhabited island of Andue, one of the southenl: Attallons ]whesn

the crew and passengers, 43 in number, w
. : G er, were saved bysthe Maldivians
ducted to the inhabited island of Ounadue, from whence thea; \17:;:: sf(i‘r\l:/iacgn(-l
rde

to Maldnie, the residence of the king and seat of the government. A

treated with the utmost hospitality, and furnished daily with fowls gr';ed hfl\(;ugh
fish, coc? nuts, fruits, and rice, the captain (a Brazilian Portug’ueze) :Ed e
b.ehaved in the most outrageous and brutal manner, spurned at the royal aﬁiﬁz
rity,and, as his majesty most bitterly complains, set their dog (who, from repeated

mention in the manifesto, appears to have been of cohsiderable importance) at

his subjects, and encouraged him to bite them. In addition to these atrocities,

th.ey 'shot the fowls, stole the fruits and coco nuts, while the chief mate went at
midnight to the palace, and the captain wanted to enter it. As might have been
expected, dissensions soon arose among this dissolute banditti, ;ntil at length
the crew (as the king states in his exposé) first broke the captain’s head, ;nd
afterwards the head of his chief officer. In spite of these repeated provocations,

they were to the last tregted with kindness and forbearance by the king and

natives, and when the monsoon became favourable dispatched in safety to Bengal
and Ceylon. Lord Minto, considering how injurious to the British name and

character such disgraceful proceedings, carried on under the sanction of the
British flag, would be, had the captain sought after and punished, and addressed
a letter to the sultan, expressing his admiration of his generous and hospitable
conduct, and concern and indignation at the ungrateful return. Some presents
to the kirg accompanied the dispatch, and articles to reimburse such of the
natives as had suffered by the misconduct of the Europa’s crew.

The king’s residence on theisland of Maldive,in 1812,1s described as aregularly
fortified place, with cannon mounted and colours flying, and certainly the whole
transaction suggests a very favourable idea both of the moral feelings of the
Maldivians, and of the stage of civilization they have attained on their surge-
‘lashed rocks. On this occasion, 1t was for the first time discovered, that the
sovereign of the Maldives had long been accustomed annually to send an em-
bassy to Ceylon, which has been continued since the acquisition of that island
by the British government.—(4th Register, Public MS. Documents, Elmore, For-
rest, Sonnerat, &§c. &¢.)



COCHIN.

(CACH'HI, A MORASS.)

A smaLrL principality on the Malabar coast, intersected by the 10th degl‘ee

north latitude, having the Malabar province on the north, Travancom on t}?f
south, the Dindigal district on the east, and the sea on the west. A portim:f
this territory equal to about 745 square miles is attached to the district of M.
Iabar, and subject to the British laws and regulations ; but the remainder ig unde;
the independent jurisdiction of the Raja. The whole area probably exceeds 2,500

square miles.
In the northern parts of this country about Pargunuru and Shilacary, the Tice

grounds are narrow vallies, but extremely well watered by small Perennjy
streams, which enable the cultivators to raise two crops of rice annually, The
houses of the natives are buried in groves of palms, mangoes, jacks, and plan.
tains, that skirt the bottom of the little hills. Above them are woods of foreg
trees, which although not so stately as those of Chittagong are very fine, and
free from rattans and other climbers. The teak and viti, a black wood, aboung
in these forests; but most of the large trees have been cut, and no care is yggq
to encourage their reproduction, or to check the growth of useless timber. T,,.
wards Cacadu the hills are much lower and covered with grass instead of trees
Scarcely any part of these hills is cultivated, although the soil appears gooq
and the pasture excellent.

In the forests of Cochin nearly the same sort of trees grow asin those of Mj-
labar. The jackwood in general demand for cabinet ware is small, and is mostly
used here for boxes and house building. The erambo, or iron-wood, is too heavy
for general use, and is seldom felled. The blackwood is large and of fine dimen-
sions, but rendered unmarketable by the practice of dividing it into short logs
for the convenience of having them more easily dragged to water carriage by
elephants, during which process they are much bruised and splintered, so that
purchasers prefer looking for this sort of plank at Calicut. The Poon of Cochin
is small, and inferior to that of the British districts in Malabar. The Coéhin

teak 1s also inferior in the essential oil, which is the grand preservative of iron
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from f:orrosion, and the difference between the two sorts of teak may easily be
percelvgd by burning a piece of each kind. There are extensive forests of zeak
in the division of Chittoor belonging to the Cochin Raja; but as the river tra-
versing Chittoor falls into the Paniany, it must be floated throuch the British
territories to the sea-port town of Paniany in South Malabar. 'I?he free trapsit
and sale of this timber are certainly of great lmportance to the Raja’s interests ;

nor could they produce such injury to the Company's monopoly of the Malabar
teak as to justify the extreme and unfriendly measure of refusing them a passage,
which was at one time, in 1813, contemplated by the Bombay Presidency, in c:n-
sequence of a proposition made by the Marine Board there for engrossing all the
timber grown in Cochin and Travancore. The chiefs of these countries, in their

present state of dependance, are naturally anxious to conciliate the good will of
the British government, and to contribute as far as their resources permit to the
success of its general interests; but it does not appear consistent with the prin-
ciples of an amicable alliance or sound policy to exact greater sacrifices than are
required by subsisting treaties. The above mentioned proposition seems a
measure of this description, and if it had been carried into execution would
have occasioned a serious defalcation in the revenue of these states; permission,
however, to float the Chittoor timber to the sea was not conceded without infi-
nite discussion, and was only gained at last by the persevering exertions of Major
John Munro, the resident at Cochin. Prior to the above period the Bombay presi-
dency had uniformly excluded the Cochin and Travancore teak from the dock-
yards of that port, in consequence of which regulation no teak timber had been
sent from these states for sale to Bombay, the quality being considered as de-
cidedly inferior to that of the Company’s forests. This prohibition had the effect
of compelling the Travancore and Cochin Rajas to seek a market in Bengal,
where the demand continues unabated.

In the Cochin province are many Nazarene or Christian villages, inhabited by
Christians of St. Thomas, which are in general well built and cleanly. Jews
are numerous in the vicinity of Cochin, but their principal place of residence is
at Matachery, about a mile distant from the town, which is almost wholly te-
nanted by Jews. The resident Jews (for the others are from all parts of. Asia)
are divided into two classes, the Jerusalem or White Jews, agd the Ancient or
Black Jews. The latter have a synagogue in the town of Cochn%; 'but .the great
body of this tribe inhabit tie interior of the .country, whelje it is d;fﬁcx:;; ;ic;
distinguish the Black Jew from the Hindoo, their appearance is SO sm\lgr ;r —
chief towns are Trittoor, Paroor, Chenotta, and Maleh, and by the ite Jew

. g . . . . ts Ci\
they are considered an inferior race. By their neighbours, the inhabitan
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Cochin and Travancore are supposed to be

) ) s,
s he power of destroying their eneml
P e Godb T ed nce to a much later Periog th
Q|

The Cochin Raja maintained his independa :
most of the other Hindoo chiefs. He was first compelled by Tippoo to

tribute, which he now does to the Company. Mutta Tarpburam Raja of Cockjy
died in 1787, of the small pox, and was succeeded by his younger brothe, Vin,’

lam Tamburan. The following places, and some otht-ar 'towns, b.elonged to thi;
prince, viz. Naharica, Condanada, Perimanoor, Anjlcalma}, Udiamper, My,
venturutti, Palicare, Cenotta, Ceovare, Pucotta, Arshtamichery, and Putten.
chera. On the Gth January, 1791, a treaty was concluded with the Raj, of
Cochin, to enable him to throw off his subjection to Tippoo. and transfe, hi
allegiance to the East India Company, as also to recaver certain districts whicy
the Sultan had usurpéd fl'om him. On this occasion (the conquest of COChin)
the conditions of the various treaties entered into between the Dutch ang the
Rajas of Cochin were transferred to the British government, and acted upoy, by
the British officers at Cochin, until from the absence of any efficient a“thOIity
at that station they fell into disuse. The government afterwards deemed it ad.
visable to establish a court of justice under a judge and magistrate at Cochjy
transferring to its jurisdiction all persons and places formerly entitled tq thé
protection of the Dutch. The classes specified in the treaties of 1663, 1779
and 1785, were the Christians, Jews, Banyans, Canarese, and silversmiths in:

great proficients in magic, ang

habiting the Cochin territory.
Previous to the Travancore war, in 1809, the Raja of Cochin was tributary to

the British government for that portion of his territories which had been ¢qy,.
quered from Tippoo, and he paid altogether a subsidy of one lack of rupees. 4y
that time the state of Cochin, notwithstanding its obligations’to the British g0
vernment, was supposed to entertain sentiments decidedly partial to the Frepg}

nation, and maintained an aggregate of military force perfectly superfluous fo

any purpose of internal government. At length, incited by the Dewan Palig

Acheen, it commenced an unprovoked and preposterous war against the British,
and attempted in a treacherous manner to assassinate the resident. In acting
thus, the conduct of Cochin was infinitely more culpable than that of Travancore,
which had grievances to complain of, and its perfidy at a critical juncture entirely
justified the resolution adopted by the British government to conclude a new
treaty with the Raja, by the conditions of which Ris tribute was augmented to
276,037 rupees. But in fixing this tribute it was not recollected, that the whole
gross revenue was only 480,000 rupees, and that after paying three-fifths of that
sum, the remainder would not be sufficient to meet the expenses of collection,
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of police fasta,-blishments, of temples and religious institutions, and at the same
time provide for the support of the Raja and the numerous branches of his family.
Abouff the same date (1809) it was discovered that Paleat Achein, the Dewan

of Cochin, had been an active promoter of the commotions in this quarter of
India, and closely confederated with the refractory and ambitious Dewan of Tra-
vancore. Nor was the Cochin Raja himself altogether exempted from the sus-
picion of having countenanced the Dewan’s projects, but his guilt probably néver
proceede.d-?o far, and ‘the appearances in all likelihood were caused by his negli-
gence and imbeeility, which prevented his perceiving the criminal plots fabri- .
cated and conducted within the walls of his own palace. The Cochin Dewan

on t.)eing taxed with his treacherous machinations immediately confessed the
whole, and acknowledged the clemency with which he had been treated. He
was in consequence orflered to repair to Bombay, but in the course of his jour-
ney deviated to Trichoor, from whence, however, he was removed, and trans-
ported in safety to his ultimate destination. |

To prevent the authority and resources of this chieftain being again directed

against his allies, by the new treaty concluded with the Raja in 1810, the
surrender of his fortresses, arms, and military stores were stipulated, and also
the reduction and reformation of his military establishment ; but the good effects
expected from this arrangement were frustrated by the continued dissensions
between the Raja and his new Dewan Koonjee Kissen Merawen, who was sup-
posed to be influenced.by persons hostile to the British government. The
Dewan was in consequence removed from that high office, and the duties of it
undertaken by the British resident until a fit successor could be found. This
was, however, no easy task, for the country was divided into factions invete-
rate against each other; nor did any of the principal men possess sufficient
character or abilities to qualify them for so important a task in a principality
full of foreign, discontented, and turbulent persons. Such a state of anarchy,
added to the very bad description of the revenue servants, required strong and
vigorous coercion, the powers necessary for which, if confided to a Dewan,
would have been, as they had been, abused, nothing therefore remained.but the
temporary interposition of the representative of the British government. This
arrangement was most earnestly solicited by the Raja, who alleged that nothing
else could restore subordination to his authority, economy in the expenditure,
or tranquillity in the country. With respect to himself, his life, he said, had been
passed in studying the Shastras, and that 1t was now so fast verging to its ter-
mination, that he was unable to attend to business, while his heir apparent had
the opposite defect of being too young and inexperienced. Under these circum-
stances he was of opinion that in committing his dominions to the temporary care
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of the British government, he did an act of justifée sto his 'subjeets whlle he
. - - e hes. .V;' ' { -

gratified his owh #7° d forth a5 Dewan, wntil the Raja shoy, |

ident ir 3 $t00
The Resident in consequenceé s v j
relieved from his embarrassments, and commenced by recomending that b,

Cochin tribute should be reduced from 276,037 to 240,000 rupéees, the Tesoyg

of the country being unequal to the liquidation of a larger sum, while thq de
due te-the British government for arrears of subsidy amgunted to 522 434 .

pees. This proposal was acceded to, and various reﬁorms eﬁ‘ec.ted .in the Teven,,
collections and current expenses, one of the heaviest Of"WhICh 1s for rel.‘gioug
establishments, although these disbursements at Cochin are by no Meang s(,

immoderate as the expenditure for the same purpose if‘ the n.e'fghbouring king
dom of Travancore. In 1814, considerable difficulty in realizing the revéhues

of the Raja’s territories was experienced, on account of*the refractory co“dﬁct
of th&Christian inhabitants, who paid scarcely any revenue, and refuseq to g,
cognize his authority. Prior to this date native €hristian .judges had begy, ap:
pointed to all the courts of justice in Travancore and Cocl.nn, for the Protectjg,
of the Christian inhabitants against the hostility of the Nair public function-(n.h‘!t
Like all other chiefs of Hindostan, the Raja of Cochin is greatly attacheq to
money, and is, when he has the means, a hoarder by nature, but ever since hiy
connexion with the British nation he has had no opportunity, having hithert;,
had enough to do to liquidate the different claims for the expenses incurreq i
defending his dominions, and subduing his own contumacious subjects.-_(colo.
nel John Munro, F. Buchanan, C. Buchanan, J. Fell, &c. &e.)

Cocuix.—The city from which the foregoing principality originally deriyeq
its name, but which has long ceased to form any part of the Cochin dominjgy,
Lat.9° 57'N. long.76°17'E. . In 1503, Albuquerque obtained leave to erect ,
fortress at Cochin, which was the first possessed by the Portugueze in Indi,_ In
1663, it was taken by the Dutch, who converted the cathedral into a warehoyge,
While the Dutch Company possessed Cochin, it was a place of Very extensiye
commerce, and inhabited by Jew, Hindoo, and Mahommedan merchants. The
intercourse with Arabia was very great, and Venetian zequins brought frop
Egypt were in circulation, while many of the Arab ships made two Voyages
annually. |

A considerable traffic is still carried on with Surat, Bombay, the Malabar
coast, and Canara; also with Arabia, China, and the eastern islands. The prin.
cipal imports from these places are almonds, dates, pearls, gum arabic, piece
goods, cotton, opium, shawls, benzoin, camphor, cinnamon, spices, sugar candy,
tea, china, and silks. The chief exports are pepper, cardamoms, teak woo:i,
sandal wood, coco nuts; coir cordage, cassia, and fish maws. At this port also
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ship building is carried 01.1 t? a considerable extent, vessels being constructed
both on European and Asu}tlc models; and from hence the ports in the Arabian
and Persian gulfs are supplied with timber for repairing their different craft. 1n

1800, ship building here cost about £14 per ton, coppered and equipped for seain
the European manner.

The Roman Catholic bishop of Cochin now resides at Coilan. His diocese
begins south of Cochin and extends towards N egapatam, includes the island of
Ceylon, and_com!)rehends above 100 churches. Besides the Catholic churches,
there-are at Cochin a great population of Protestants, the remains of the Dutcht
colonists. Among all the Europeans settled in India, the Dutch have the merit !
of having greatly promoted the dissemination of Christianity wherever they
gained a settlement. In their time clergymen presided over districts, and made
annual visitations, but 411 religious and scholastic institutions have been neglected
since the transference of the country to the British. Cochin was taken posses-
sion of on the rupture with the Dutch in 1795, and was finally ceded to the
British government by treaty on the 13th of August, 1814.—(C. Buchanan, Fra
Paolo, I'. Buchanan, Bruce, Missionaries, &c. &c. &ce. ) .

Dramper (Udyamapura).—A town in the Cochin territories, 14 miles E. from
Cochin. Lat. 9°56' N. long.76° 29 E. A celebrated synod was held here to
convert the Nestorian Christians to the Roman church.

JacorTa.—A small town off the sea coast of Cochin, where, according to a
tradition in Malabar, St. Thomas landed. Lat. 10° 10'N. long. 76° 10"E.

CraNGANORE (Cadungulur ).—A town on the Malabar coast, 16 miles N. from
the city of Cochin. Lat. 10°12"N. long. 76° 15" E. This town formerly be-
longed to the Dutch, but as they were unable to defend it against Tippoo, they
sold it to the Raja of Travancore, which occasioned the first war with that My-
sore Sultan, commencing in June 1790. It was taken from the Raja and dis-
mantled by M. Lally, Tippoo’s general, but the Mysorean troops were driven

out of it in 1791.

The Jews assert that they possessed Cranganore so early as A. D.490. In
1505 the Portugueze erected a fortress here, of which the Dutch obtained pos-
session in 1663. The diocese of the Roman Catholic archbishop of Cranganore
extends from Mount Dilly towards Cochin.  Most of the inland ch\?rches for-
merly belonging to the Nestorian community are included in it. This see com-
prehends 89 chyrches, and is under the domination of Goa.—( Fra Paolo, Bruce,
Dow, C. Buchanan, &c.) . .

VirareLLy ( Varapali).—A townon the Malabar coast belong‘mg to the R?]a:
of Cochin, and situated nine miles N. E. from the town of C(.)chm. Lat. 10° 5
N. long. 76° 20" E. This is the residence of the apostolic vicar of the Roman
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Catholic Christians, who superintends 64 churches, exclusive of the 45 gover,
by the Archbishep of Cranganore, and also of the large dioceses unge, t;d
bishops-of Cochin and Quilon, whose churches extend to.Cape Comorin, he e
is here a seminary, a catechumen house, and a convent of barefooted Carmej;, re
whp have the care of the missionary establishments on the coast of )M alah:’

The monastery was founded A. D. 1673.~—(C. Buchanan, Fra Paolo, &, )
TriroNTARY.—A town in the Raja of Cochin’s territories, nine mijjeg east

of the town of Cochin, Lat. 9° 56" N. long.76° 25 E. This place stang, .
the east side of a lake, which formerly separated the possessions of the DUtc{k:
from those of the Raja, who generally makes it his place of residence.




THE PROVINCE OF TRAVANCORE.

(11 RUVANCODU.) ’

e R =

A PROVINCE situated at the south-western extremity of Hindostan, between
the 8th and 10th degrees of north latitude. To the north it is bounded by the
territories of the Cochin Raja; on the south and west by the sea; and to the
east it is separated from Tinnevclly by arange of lofty hills covered with jungle.
In length it may be estimated at 140 miles, by 40 the average breadth. The
surface of the country, in the vicinity of the mountains, exhibits a varied scene
of hill and dale, and winding streams, which flow from the hills and preserve
the vallies in a state of perennial verdure. The grandeur of the scene is much
enhanced by the lofty forests by which the mountains are covered, producing
pepper, cardamoms, cassia, frankincense, and other aromatic gums. In the
woods at the bottom of the hills are many elephants, buffaloes, and tigers of the
.largest size. Monkies and apes are very numerous, and herd together in flocks
and families.
* The agriculture and productions of Travancore, well adapted to its more fa-
vourable climate'and superior soil, differ materially from the cultivation and
crops of the Carnatic.: The wet cultivation is conducted without the aid of
tanks, the seasons affording sufficient moisture for the production of rice on
every spot fit for that purpose, and as the utmost degree of industry is exerted,
the quantity produced in a country like this, where the crops never fail, must
necessarily be large. The natives believe this to be so considerable, that they
assert the whole of the government expenses, civil, military, and religious, are
defrayed from the wet cultivation alone, without infringing on the revenues ac-
cruing from the dry species of tillage. The latter consists principally of the
following articles :—pepper, of which from 5 to 10,000 candies may be pro-
duced annually, and valued at 485,000 rupees. For this valuable article thea\
Travancore government pay the proprietor only 30 rupees per candy. Betel *
nut is also monopolized by the state, which makes advances to the cultivator,
and resells it at a great profit. Coco-nut trees are very numerous, and are assessed

according to their productive powers, being usually divided into four classes,
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ticle by the Dewap of Travancore, in ‘1799, caused an fmtsr\;gec::;nhl\jvhxch con
tinued untik,ihevtax was repealed. Of the f01-1r sorts é) s ;Oco;nu:t e th
scarcest, gnfl it is observed, 1tlhaft‘. .r:orth,of Quilon (or Cou treey 5y,
outh of it.
fal'.l*rl?: rz:::z:df?:;sttl;aﬁfsTravancore are in general farmed, the revenue to gq.
vefrImént varying according to circumstances, but esFimated Ol an averag, at
one lack of rupees per annum. Among the o.ther articles of mcrnopoly are gi,
ger, farmed for 25,000 rupees per annum; coir, 30,000; turmeric, 10,000 . a
kopra, or dried coco-nut kernels, 20,000 rupees per annum. Tobacco f°1’-the
consumption of the province is generally brought from Ceylon, the averay
quantity being 4000 bales, each of which costs the Travancore governmey; 6

-

rupees, and is afterwards resold at 220 rupees per bale. Fifteen hundreq bale

of cott,on are -also imported from Surat, upon which the government levies

duty of 45 rupees per candy. The revenue realizes from the purchase of card,.
moms 100 rupees on every candy, besides full reimbursement ?f all ©Xpenge,
attending the original advance to the cultivator, and the charges of tl‘ansPo,

ation. In the interior of Travancore duties are exacted on the transit of all
articles, and the payment at one place scarcely ever exempts 'the t?ader from 5
repetition at another, passes being unknown, except for certain articles already
farmed. Among other articles produced in the country and taxed by the g0-
vernment, are cassia buds, mace, long nutmegs, wild safiron, narwally, coculys

indicus, bees’ wax, elephants’ teeth, and sandal wood. The sea customg --of'
Travancore are farmed, and yield on an average about one lack of rupees per

annum.
Besides those above stated, there are various other sources of revenue to the

Travancore sovereignty, such as taxes on Christian festivals, and upon nets ap(
fishermen ; but the most important is a capitation tax on all males from 16 to 69,
with the exception of Nairs, Moplays, and artificers. This operates as a tax on
the soil,.and compensates to the goyernment for the light assessment on the STaiy
produce. The landholder is bound for all the cultivators on his estate, and each
person 1s assessed at three fanams. The number subjected to this tax has beep
estimated at 250,000. The sum total of these multifarious exactions has beep
computed at 20 lacks of rupees, which is exclusive of the wet cultivation as al-
ready mentioned, and from the detail here presented, some idea may be formed
of the unsparing rapacity of the fiscal regulations under a genuine Hindoo so-
vereign, the whole having been imposed before Travancore had any connexion
with the British government; since which event, indeed, several of the most
yexatious have been either abolished or modified. Pepper, the great staple of
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Travancore, has latterly fallen so greatly in value, as to be almost unsaleable,

what formerly browght 220 rupees per candy having gradually fallen to litue
more than sixty. .

Under the old government of. Travancore the police of the country was con-
ducted in the following manner, The territory at large was separated into thyee
principal Moghums or districts, each of which was administered by an officer en-
titled Nuller Serwaddy Karigar. Every chief Moghum was subdivided into
three or four subordinate Moghums, managed by officers termed Serwaddy Kari-

gars. These latter were again partitioned into inferior portions, Mundurfurt
Wassils, superintended*by Karigars, each of which contained from seven to ten
smaller divisions called Prowutties, governed by functionaries in some parts of
the country named Prowuticars, and in others Adigars. -Again, every Prowutty
was separated into Desams, under officers named Modacars, and containing
from four to 500 inhabitants; and lastly, these Desams were further minutely
partitioned into smaller divisions, each under the direction of petty functionaries
having various denominations. Thus, from the Dewan or primg minister to the
superintendant of a few houses, there was an uninterrupted chain of authorities
subordinate in the strictest sense to their respective superiors, and exercising all
the powers of government; for they were not only charged with the revenue
assessments, the administration of justice, and chastisement of offenders, but,
also with the command of the militia and defence of the country. The whole
arrangement was calculated to obtain the completest command over the persons
and property of the people ; nor could any form of government be better adapted
for the purposes of extortion and oppression throughout all their ramifications.
These, however, were exactly the abuses which the British government never
permitted in their own territories, and endeavoured to remedy in Travz.mcorg l?y
introducing a balance of authority, and depriving the Karigars of their judicial
and military functions, thereby reducing them to the station of mere revenue of-
ficers.

A short time before the effective interposition of the British government, the
Dewan of Travancore, in imitation of the regulations promulgated in the Com-
pany’s provinces, established a certain numb.er of courts of justice, for the bgneﬁt
of the people. The Dewan’s system consisted (?f ~fo.\.u' courts, each having a
Nair judge and a complement of writers ; but this H'lr}dOO magistrate was fur-
pished with no rules for the guidance either of his decisions or of the sub'sequent
execution of his decrees, nor were any precautions. taken to pres§rve }%un‘ from
his own oblique tendency to indolence and corruption. | The Karigars bm corc\::;
quence continued to administer and decide as before, while the pfeoptls, r:glrfi o
fused by the mixture of authorities, knew not where to apply for the
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he new courts of judicature, contemneg the,

their grievances, and despising t . . it
N i improve . ‘
sentences when passed. To remedy this confusion, an 1mp d system was iy,

troduced i# 1810 by Colonel John Munro, the Br‘itish resident aF A-the coury g
Travahesre. In-this code the Hindoo law was continued as the basts for ¢, de.
cision of sufts, but, in certain cases, departure from tl.xe stnct"letter of thoge law,
PwWas pex:"rm'tted, they being in fact opposed in many pomt-s by th.e Mamool, ¢ .
written law of the country; besides which, the great pro;?ortlon of Chﬁstians
and Mahommedans rendered an implicit adherence impracticable. Accol‘ding o
‘the Hindoo Shastras, or sacred writings, the killing of a cow is capital, and trig)
by ordeal sanctioned, which latter custom prevailed in Travancore to an inereq;.
ble extent, as also other practices equally extravagant and absurd, while the -
nishments decreed were various, cruel, often ludicrous, and in reality inﬂiCte a
according to the caprice of the Dewan and his subordinate officers. Amgy
otHer cases which came before the Resident while acting as Dewan, was gy a:
peal from the decision of a Karigar, who had directed certain property 'tq.be
given up to a man on his oath. This suit being referred by the Resident to “
assembly of Pundits for their opinion, they reported  that the decision of ¥
Karigar was correct and just, but as the oath taken had been rendelted-v.oll'd
owing to the death of a cow in the house of the person who had sworn, befOrg’

the term of 40 days had expired, the property must be relinquished to the Op;

[}

posite party.” _

Travancore, from the earliest tradition, had been subject to a. Hindoo govern.
ment and guided by Hindoo laws, which, in many instances, were founded lesg
upon general principles of justice or morality, applying to all descriptiong
persons, than upon peculiar dogmas of the Brahminical faith. Many delinquey.

cies, pronounced capital by the Hindoo laws, are not even deemed criminal by the
Christian or Mahommedan codes; nor in Travancore could these two persuasiong

be considered as strangers, being, in fact, an ancient and inherent portion of the

— community. It was accordingly thought improper to subject them to the Hindg,
criminal law, and it consequerntly became necessary to frame a separate System

of criminal jurisprudence for.each different class, modelled upon that- promul.
gated.in the Company’s ancient provinces, although such a system must g}
stractedly be admitted to be liable to many objections, as the Parsee and Jew
might have also obtruded their respective pretensions. When submitted by the
Resident, most of the requisite modifications of the Shastras were adopted by the
assembled Pundits without hesitation, and acquiesced in by the Queen, as in ng
respect radically opposed to the Hindoo doctrines. But to the trial by ordeal \
both parties clung with remarkable®pertinacity, and it became necessary, in com- |
pliance with their united supplications, to admit it in certain cases under theex-
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press sanc!;ion of the Dewan. Indeed, in Travancore, even so preposterous a
mode of trial appears to have been productive of salutary effects, in restraining
through the medium of their superstition and cowardice, the excessesof acunning,
avaricious, and cruel generation. So contagious is example, that this species of
trial had pervaded other sects, and ‘had occasionally been resorted to by the
Jews of Travancore. One unfortunate Hebrew complained to the Resident that
he, having incurred suspicion, had been obliged to put his hand into a vessel-full
of boiling oil, and not being able to sustain the fiery scrutiny had lost his cause
and the use of his hand.

The existing compilation of Hindoo law in Travancore is ‘mamed Vavahara

Malika, comprehending the rules for trial and judgment, with a detailed exposi-

tion of the sacred texts. This code is said to have been drawn up by Mahesha

’ Mungalum Sancara Numbuderi, a Brahmin of the Malabar coast, and inhabitant

/) of Parumanum in the district of Valesayanum, in the territory of Cochin, about

| A.D. 1496. The application of these laws to all classes, had been long con-
firmed by the usages of the country, all the inhabitants of Travancore, with one
exception only, having uniformly been tried and punished according to the Shas-
tras. This solitary exception had reference to a body of Patans, in the service
of the late Raja, who obtained from him a written promise that they should be
tried in all matters, both civil and criminal,. in conformity with the tenets of the
Koran; butin 1811, few individuals of that corps survived to benefit by the ex-
emption. In that year regular courts of justice were established at Azoon, Pal-
panarum, Trivandram, Mahavalicara, Vaikam and Alwaie; but the British am- -."\
bassador was obliged to perform the functions of Dewan, it being incredibly dif- '
ficult throughout the whole province, to discover a person of sufficient abilities
and integrity to fill so important a station. The appointment of a native Dewan
was much desired by a great proportion of the principal Nair inhabitants, who
had long been accustomed to oppress all other classes of people, and to arrogate
to themselves an offensive superiority inconsistent with a system of impartial jus-
tice. A Hindoo Dewan, they concluded, would favour their particular interests,
and support their extravagant pretensions; but the middling and inferior orders
desired the continuance of the existing system, under which they experienced
most justice and personal security. Under the new arrangement letters addressed
to the different departments, after being read to the Resident, were dispatched to
the respective offices, where replies were drawn up and brought to the Resident
for his signature. This mode of correspondence was discovered to be absolutely
necessary, for the different functionaries in the provincial parts were so prone to
indirect channels of communication, that they seldom addressed their letters to

the chief authorities, while the native servants at head quarters were eager to In-

YOL. II. S S



3106 THE PROVINCE
These celebrated lines were deemed b}' the naths' lr;llpl‘ecflgna-ble’ but although
. sufficient with respect to the construction of the 1;0 an , rar?part, they Were
-t really more imposing than effectual, as throughO.Ut the grelza ex er;lt of 30 Mileg
oints were closed in the rear, and these imperfectly, so that Dearly the

« few p : :
whole would follow the fate of a single point.

' On the 17th of November, 1795, a treaty of alliance was conc_lx?ded between
) » the Raja of Travancore and the British government, by the conditions of Whigy
. certain lands taken from him by Tippoo were restgred, an.d he agreed tq Pay;
" subsidy equivalent to the expense of three battal.lons of infantry, to be Mmaiy,
. tained for the defence of his own dominions; and in the event of war he afreeq
!/ to assist his allies with his forces. By a second treaty cc?nclud.ed in 1803, he
was released from the last-mentioned condition, in consideration of which, be

agreed to pay a sum equal to the expense of one battalion of native infant in
=] . g . ’

addition to the sum before payable for the troops subsidized by him. [, Case

of non-payment, the British government were authorized to collect the Moy, -

by their own agent ; free entrance being also given during the existence of way
to all the Raja’s towns and fortresses ; but provision was made, that the Rajys
income should in no case be less than two lacks of rupees per annum, wity, one.
fifth of the clear annual revenue. By this document, the Raja transferreq the
management of all his external political relations exclusivgly to .his allies. 4,
frequently occurs in native governments, the dewan, or prime minister of Tra.
" vancore, attained an influence in the country which wholly superseded that of
E. his master, and was exercised in so hostile a manner towards the British govern.
[ ment, that a war ensued in 1809, and his strongly fortified lines, guarded by a
numerous army, were forced by a small detachment of British troops, and th,

whole country subdued with unprecedented rapidity.
The failure of the measures adopted by the Travancore state for the liquid,.

tion of its debts, attracted the serious attention of Lord Minto, who, towargs
the conclusion of 1809, addressed a letter to the Raja, notifying the impending
necessity of assuming his territories, unless effectual exertions were made to g,.
tisfy the just demands of the British government. This letter, however, with
many reiterated injunctions, produced no effect, and so far was the debt frop
being in the least reduced, that in October, 1810, when the newly-appointed
resident, Colonel John Munro, reached Travancore, a sum, amounting to 18 lacks
of rupees, remained due to the British government, besides five lacks of engage-
ments due to individuals. The resident, having been instructed to use the most
strenuous measures for the clearing off of these incumbrances, proceeded to
ascertain the existing state of the treasury, and the general mode of conducting
affairs ; both of which he found as defective as could have been expected in
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a n.atlve ;g;verm.nept 1€.=ft to itself. A short investigation convinced him that the
Raja could not, 1n justice, be called on to discharge the debt, as he had had little

or nO Concern 1n the contracting of it, neither did it appear, after the strictest
inquiry, that he possessed any concealed treasure. The revenues of the state

were consequently the only available resources, the Raja not being responsible

for their previous misappropriation, they having been entirely beyond his con-
troul, and wholly under that of his dewan, at whose pleasure the revenues were

collected or remitted, and the fiscal officers appointed and dismissed. Nor was
any account of the receipts and disbursements ever presented to the sovereien.
The Dewan was consequently the person who ought to have been liable for t;;’he |
debt, and he was repeatedly called on to exhibit statements of the financial re-
sources of the country, and to adopt energetic measures for their realization ;
but here again the application was unavailing, for the Dewan was utterly unable
to arrange any satisfactory, or even probable statement.

Not long afterwards the Raja died, and the throne was occupied by the Tam-
buretty, or princess, next in succession; the Elliah Raja, or heir apparent, being
excluded, his mother not having undergone certain forms and ceremonies indis-
pensable to the becoming Tamburetties. The defect of the young Raja’s claim
being established, and no male heir remaining, the Resident was directed
to invest the senior Tamburetty with the temporary charge of the government,
until one of the Tamburetties had a son on whom the succession might devolve.

Between this lady and the Dewan such extreme animosity took place, that,
added to his intractable conduct and embezzlement of confiscated property, ren-
dered his removal unavoidable. The whole burden of the government was then
assumed by the Resident, it being evident that no effectual reform could take
place while affairs were transacted through the medium of a native functionary.
Since this efficient interposition, many desirable objects have been accomplished.
The debt due by Travancore has been fully discharged, as well as the engage-
ments due to private individuals, an adequate system for the administration of

justice introduced, and the collection of the revenues regularly arranged. Mgny
obstacles opposed these reforms, especially in the revenue department, which
.was a perfect Augean stable, partly occasioned by the very nature qf the Tra-
vancore fiscal resources. These, as already mentioned, arise principally from
monopolies of the productions of the country, the sale of tobacco, and of otl‘1er
articles purchased from the cultivators at low prices, and re-solc} to foreign
traders at advanced rates. The income from several of these, owing to unto-
ward circumstances, in 1810, wholly failed; which necessarily augmented the
importance of the land revenues; but these presented a scene of unparalleled

disorder, abuse, and corruption. Although the rent of every field in Travancore
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is fixed, and exceedingly moderate, remissions of tl;e hland-tax to an immGnse
amount had been made, apparently at the pleasure of the peasantry ang re"enue
officers : the collections had not been brought to account, and vast sumg },

been embezzled under a varlety of ingenious and fraudulent Pretexts.

rervedy such evils required redoubled vigilance, but the 're.s1dent was ip defy,
tigable. All capricious remissions of the revenue were prohibited, the couections

ordered to be forwarded directly to the treasury, and many other corrupt e
tices of old standing were eradicated. The result was so progressive an increase

of the landed resources, that in five years the amount ot.‘ revenue realizeq hag
doubled, although the rent of a single field -in .tl.le province had n.ot been o
creased, many of them having been actually diminished. The grefat mcrease, \
reality, originated from the prevention of abuses, and the procuring for govye ~
ment the immense sums which in old times had been misappropriated by iy,

dividuals.
Land revenues collected in the Travancore year, 984, A. D. (1809) partly
under the management of the Dewan Womany Tomby 771,687 Tupegs,

Ditto 1810 ditto under Womany Tomby 821,269
Ditto 1811 ditto . . . . . . 788,000
Ditto 1812 under Colonel John Munro’s management 1,267,180

1,562,830

Ditto 1813 . ditto -
In the progress of these arrangements, the regular expenditure for the Interpy)

government of the province was considerably increased, a separate dePartment
for the distribution of justice having been established, occasioning an additioy

to the current disbursements of 30,000 rupees per annum. Some public offices
were done away, but the salaries of all the remaining functionaries were in.

creased. It had been the practice under the old system to maintain an IMmenge
number of public servants on small salaries, with the permission to realize un.
acknowledged emoluments by embezzlement and extortion; and as a step to- _
wards the extirpation of these practices, it was essentially necessary that the
salaries of the public servants should be materially increased. One great stag,
disbursement in Travancore is, on account of temples, and for the performance
of stated religious rites. The allowances for both of these were not only left
untouched, but discharged with a punctuality never before witnessed in ths
priest-ridden country.

The second Tamburetty having died of the small-pox in 1811, apprehensions
were entertained that the chief Tamburetty, or Queen Regent, might expe-
rience a similar fate. She was, in consequence, exhorted to undergo vaccinatien
by a European physician, but she declared that, having already had the small-
pox, 1t was unnecessary to vaccinate her, although, if insisted on, she was
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willing to ur;dergo the operation; and in the mean time she recommended that
the doctor should vaccinate her husband, the two young Tamburetties, and
some other members of the family. These persons were accordingly duly vacci-
nated, and thereby preserved from that distemper which then raged with great
mortality in Travancore. About this time also, certain jewels belonging to the
Travancore state, which.the Elliah Raja, or heir apparent, had obtained posses-
sion of, previous to his removal from the country, were, by the exertions of Mr.
Baber, the magistrate of Malabar, recovered, and restored to the legitimate go-
vernment. These were the ancient jewels of the state, worn by the Rajas
during religious festivals and public processions, and were estimated by the
lowest calculation to exceed fourteen lacks of rupees in value.

. On the 16th of April, 1813, the Ranny of Travancore was delivered of a son,.
and soon afterwards a white elephant was caught among the Shutamut moun-
tains, to the great joy of the Queen and her subjects; the colour of the animal
indicating an auspicious reign to the young Raja, who had recently entered the
world. All the learned about court agreed that this young prince was the legi-
timate heir to the throne; but some casuists were of opinion, that he could not
without ananifest impropriety be proclaimed before he was six months old, be-
cause he neither could receive a name, nor be carried into the presence of the
god Pudmanaben, until he had attained that age. On further inquiry, however,
this objection was overruled ; the principal Brahmins having discovered that
there was in reality no valid obstacle to his immediate inauguration, because
he could be proclaimed under the name of Ram Raja (a title always assumed
by the Travancore family), while the ceremonies at the Pagoda of the god Pud-
manaben might be performed by the Queen, his mother. Accordingly, on the
29th of July, 1813, the British troops stationed at Trivanderam were drawn out,
having on their left the whole of the Travancore military. A throne concealed
by scarlet curtains was placed in the hall of audience, which being drawn up,
the Queen appeared, seated on it, attended by her sister, the second Tam-
buretty, the children of the former Rajas, and the 1)rinciPal Brahmil‘ls and state
officers. A proclamation notifying the accession of the young Raja was read
aloud, and he was brought forward and shewn to the assembled  multitude,
during which time the Queen and every other person continued stanfiing; the
! British troops presented arms, and their band played God save the King, while
the music of Travancore made a considerable noise.

The Queen however was not destined long to enjoy he :
September, 1814, she was delivered of another son, a.nd-soon after died. Thi
resident in consequence recommended her sister, the pr%nmpal Ta}mb'uretty, to ac
as Regent during the minority of the infant Raja, a dignity to which 1n conformity

r good fortune, for in
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- - Travancore she had an un nght. 7
with the established USages > rried into execution, when the young Raja ‘::;

arrancement was subsequently €2 ‘-
s hildren of the deceased Ranny were Placed, undel: '.Che jont care of
the other chi Consistent with British policy, T

; ] buretty. .
their father, and the chief T;?m . : b Tamburettios
rather desirable that the dignity and consideration of the shoulg be

somented, as their influence tends to moderate the rash and pI‘CCIPIta:te Tesoly.
&8 : ounds with suppressed factions ¢

R ais d the country still ab 3
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p 1e attainment of which the Resident had assumed the Station of

the objects for tl
Dewan, having been accomplished, and the debt.s of Travancore. comPlete]y
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At length Deom Padumnassen was appomted, but dying soon after of the sm

pox, was succeeded by Soobyen Sunkor Narrain, who being alarmed at the mor.
tality among the Travancore nobility, removed his Cutcherry (court of Justice
and revenue) from Trivanderam to Quilon. The total revenues of the kingdop,
when transferred to his management, were estimated at 30 lacks of rupeeg per
annum, and the total subsidy payable to the British government for Preservipg
internal tranquillity and preventing external invasion about eight lacks of Iupees,
( Colonel John Munro, BSS., Public MMS. Documents, C. B.uclzcmmf, &ec. &c. &c.)
TravancorE.—The ancient capital of the province, situated in lat. 8° 95 N
long.. 77° 33 E. 27 miles N. N. W. from Cape Comorin.
TrivanDpERAM.—The modern capital of Travancore, situated in lat. 8° oy N,
- long. 79° 37" E. 52 miles N. W. from Cape Comorin.. This 1s the}usual sum-
mer residence of the Travancore Rajas ; but the castle is extremely ill built. Ty,
royal palace is large and well built, after the European taste, and decorated wigy,
a great variety of painting, clocks, and other European ornaments. This edifice,

however, is only for show, as the Raja prefers residing in a mean looking house,

where he is surrounded with Brahmins. The town is populous, and in 1785, i

addition to the resident inhabitants, had a garrisoh of 400 Patan cavalry, 1000
Nairs, and 10,000 sepoys, disciplined after English fashion.—( Fra Paolo, &c.)
PorvEAr.—A small town on the sea coast of Travancore, 32 miles W. N. W.

from Cape Comorin. Lat. 8° 17°N. long. 77° 22 E.
TeNxcavaraTam. A small townin the Travancore province, 30 miles W.N. W

from Cape Comorinn. Lat. 8° 16" N. long. 77° 25 E.

Porca.-- A town on the sea coast of Travapcore, 134 miles N. W. from Cape'
Comorin. Lat. 9° 21’ N. long. 76° 24" E. This is a populous place inhabited
by many Mahommedan, Hindoo, and Christian merchants. The adjacent country
produces abundance of rice, and may be called the granary of Malabar. The
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Dutch East India Company had formerly a factory here for the purpose of pro-

curing pepper.—( Fra Paolo, &c.)
CaricourLan.—A town in Travancore, 116 miles N. W. from Cape Comorin,

Lat. 9°11' N. long. 76°33" E.

Arpecca.—A small town in the province of Travancore, having a bar harbour,
115 miles N. W. from Cape Comorin. Lat.9°> 7' N. long. 76°32' E. Small silips
are built here, and lime is burned from muscle and oyster shells, of which’im- Z
mense quantities are found in the neighbouring salt lakes, and between the small

islands.—( Fra Paolo, &c.) ‘

Couran (or Quilon).—A sea-port town in Travancore 102 miles N.N.W.
from Cape Comorin. Lat. 8°53"N. long. 76°39" E. This is a place of con-
siderable trade; cotton, pepper, ginger, cardamorms, and other articles of mer-
chandize being deposited here in the warehouses. There is also abundance of
excellent fish, tortoises, rice of a good quality, bananas, pine apples, and other

fruits and pulse.
( In remote times Quilon was a place of considerable note, and is said to have

. been built A. D. 825. The Christian, as well as the Hindoo natives of this part

' of Malabar, commence their era at the period of its foundation. Alexius Me-

! nezes, the first Archbishop of Goa, opened here his first conference with the

{ Christians of St. Thomas, when he made them renounce the principles of Nes-
\,} torius, and embrace the doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church, to which they
‘continue in part united. The Brahmins here possess a very ancient temple
dedicated to Siva, and the Catholics have three congregations. Between Quilon
and Cape Comorin there were reckoned thirty years ago to be 75 Catholic con-
gregations scattered over the country.—(Ira Paolo, &c.)

ANJENGO (Anjutenga)—A small sea-port in the province of Travancore,
situated in lat. 8° 37’ N. long. 76° 53“E. 78 miles N. N. W. from Cape Comorin.
A short distance {rom this place lies Attinga (named in the maps Attancal), the
chief residence of the Tumburetties or princesses of Travancore. The interior
of the country is inhabited by Hindoos, whereas on the sea coast the greater
part of the inhabitants are Christians and Mahommedans. So far back as 1684,
the East India Company received permission from the Queen of Attinga, to
settle and fortify Anjengo, from whence they expected to procure a large quantity
of pepper and cardamons, the staple produce of Travancore. This settlement,
however, being merely a strip of land nearly surrounded by the Travancore
dominions, the inhabitants have always been obliged to depend for supplies of
rice and other articles of consumption on that country; the consequence was,
that during the rupture, in 1809, with the Raja, or rather with his Dewan, the
people suffered great hardships from the interrupted intercourse. - For these and

T T
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other reasons, the factory, in 1813, was first transferred to the. BOmbay Pregi
dency, and then abolished; the saving to the Company by this Mmeasure , )
estimated at 23,037 rupees per annum. The best coir cables on the Mala,,

coast are made here and at Cochin, of the fibres of the Laccadive coco ny; The

exports are pepper, coarse piece goods, COIT, and some drugs; the lmporty e

of .very small amount.—( Fra Paolo, MS. Documents, Bruce, &c.)
CoLEsHY.—A small town in Travancore, 19 miles W. by N. from Cape Co.

morin. Lat. 8° 11" N. long. 77° 32" E. There is a small harbour at thjg Place
The Danes formeﬂ;,

where ships are protected from the winds by some rocks.

had a factory here.
KoTaur.—A town in Travancore, 14 miles N. W. from Cape Comorip_ Lat

8° 13" N. long. 77° 41’ E.
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