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These records, now to be published
or the first time, relute chicfly o tho
chronology of the sovereigas of Travan-
core in the 8th and the 9th centuries
of the Malabar Era, during a period corres-
ponding to 1544-1677 A. D, They are
written on cadjan {palmyra) leaves in Tamél
characters, the language being Tamilised
Matayalam current at the time. I stumbled
cn them in rummaging the old scales of
customary expenditure (Paditharam) for
several religious ceremonies On: impor-
tant featare of these old accounts is their
preamble, wherein a short history of the
events which fed to the expenditure is inva-
riably recited.  You might bave noticed in
all angieag Malabar family residences, that
although ‘the main building is a hut, the
outer entrance, or the Padippura, is always
grand and imposing. This peculiarity is

found in their old accounts also both public
and private, Lven for a triviul expenditure
the recilal is significant and lengthy. I
remember the time when the receipts for
the monthly pension of my family mentioned
the migration of the- Tarwad more than a
century ago from Chirakkal in British Mala-
bur.  Had the present econoinical system of
accounting been in vogue then, we should
have lost all trace of old historical facts.
Some expressions used in these records
scem to require elucidation. The first is
the expi Nayanar So-und-So Chiravay
Mutta  Irunnarsliya Itattil  Pantarattil,
This honorific title is invariably found at-
tached to the early ruling kings of Travan-
core. The similar cxpression for junior
male members is Nayanar So-and-So frun-
naruliya Itattil Pantarattil. These ex-
pressions are significant. The word Chira-

* A papar read a% @ meeting of the Kerala Bocicly held at the Residency, Trivaudrum, on lith Febroacy
1828, with C. W. B, Cotton, Eag., O, 1. E., President af the Soclety, in the chair,
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vayi, sometimes also written- Chérava,
Chiravan and Chsravay and later on con-
tracted into Srayi, seems to be a title which
the T ig d after
the subjugy of the principality in the
Chirayiokil taluk ruled over by the Chira-
vayi Swarupam.. It is also said that the
name of the taluk is Chir inkil, i. e.

that the Ayar family who were ruling the
regions near Ayakkudi (now in Shencottah
taluk) and other places, were defeated by
the Pandyans in the 8th century A. D. and
they-migrated to Vizhinjam a2 sea port eight
miles S. E. of Trivandrum. One of the
kings built the Parthivapuram tzmple in the

‘auder the rule of Chiravayi.’ Tradition says
that after this usurpation, or it may be
amalgamation, the members of the Chira-
vayi Swaropamy migrated with the help of
the Chengunnur Gramakkars, headed by the
Mampalli Pandarathil (now known as the
Vapjipuzha Chief of Chengunnur) to Ka-
dapra in the Tiruvalla taluk, where the
family still continues to live in Elanjimantra
and Madipparambu Koikals. I have not
been able to come across any record in

fi ion of this traditi But as a
matter of fact, the honorific appellation
Srayi is even today appended to the names
of the members of the above families, Again,
in'the Unnunili Sandesam, a poem written
on the model of Kalidesa's ‘Cloud Messenger’;
the mesdsenger, » Prince of Travancore, is
requested to pay a visit on his way to his
old Chiravayi family house near Niranam,
i. e, Kadapra Pakuthi. This poem is be-
lievad to have been composed sometime
between 490 and 500 M. E. Hence the
title Chirgvayi must have been assumed
before that period by the Travancore kings.
‘The wotd Pandarathil signifies social rank
and dignity.

On pp. XIII—XV of his introduction to
Lilatilakam, Mr. Attur Krishna Pisharodi
gives an account of Cliravayi. He says

' gagements.

Vit de taluk. In the 10th century
A. D. having been again driven away by the
then Pandya king, the family migrated to
a regior between Kayankulans and Tiruvalla
and established a principality and assumed
the title of Chiravayi Swarupam,

Iam not in a position to estirhate the
correctness of this view. But even taking
it for granted that the Swarupam migrated
from Vizhinjam, it is not improbable that
it settled down on the-sea coast in Chirayin-
kil before it went to Tiruvalla. I would
leave this matter for further investigation.

The next point to which I would draw
your attention is the existence of at least
five distinct Swarupams or dynastics at the
period, They were presumably—

(1) Chiravayi—Doc. I to XVI.

(2). Attangal or Truppappur—Doc. VIII,

XI, X1I, XIII, XV.
(3) Kallikku.or Cheytunganad—Doc. XV,
X1

(4) Pokattali—Doc. XI.

(5) Kunnummei Ilayitany, not mentioned

io these documents,

There were branches to several of these.
I have come across records showing that
these five Swarupams became related to one
anotber by inter-adoptions and family en-
Of these, the eldest member of
the Chiravayi Swarupam. appears to have
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ruled as Sovereign, especially in South
Travancore ; but he got the right of parti-
cipating in the management of the Sri
Padmanabha temple in Trivandrum only
after ascuming the headship of, or after
i into the Tr

Swarnpam,
Even now the Travancore Sovereign pos-
sesges a half-vote in the council of manage-
ment of the temple, in virtue of which he
has brcome the real overlord thereof.

Now we come to the documents them-
selves. The first is dated the 9th Tai 719
M. E./January 1544 A.D. and records the
the death of King Aditya Varma and the
installation of his successor Martanda Varma
as Chirava Muttavar., This decument gives
the exact place, the day of the week, the
Thithi or the day of the monn and the exact
hour of the installation. These particulars
are found in most of the subsequent records
also, It will be possible therefore to verify
the dates. I would leave the calculations
to astronomers.

The second docdment is dated the 12th
Panguni 729 M. E./March 1554 A. D. and
records the assumption of sovereignty
(Chirava Muppu) by Aditya Varma. While
this gives the place and the exact hour of
the installation, it is silent about the death

of the pred unlike the p docu-
ment, But this omission need not create
any suspicion as to'the i di i

of this Prince, which is evidenced by a later
record which will be read to you as the last
(No. XVI) of this series. That record will
also show that this king prefixed the name
Vanchi to his name and was known as
Vanchi Aditya Varma, Here I would draw

your attention to the fact that the installa-
tion was performed at different spots.
While King Martanda Varma was installed
at Vilavar Madom in Attur (Kalkulam
taluk), this king Aditya Varma held his
installation-at the Tiruvitancode temple (also
in Kalkulam): When I come to the next
king I shall explain the custom which under-
lies here.

The third document dated the 28th Paa-
guni 750 M. E./March 1575 A.D. records the
accession of Ravi Varma on that date at
Attur, Document No. IV records the death
of King Aditya Varma on the above date
and the succession of Prince Ravi Varma
to the throne. On receipt of information
of the demise of his predecessor, Ravi Varma
proceeded from Pacode (in Vilavancode) to
Attur and got himself installed and then per-
formed Palliyuduppu. Records Nos, V & VI
dated the 9th & 10th Chittira 750 M. E. res-
pectively also record the same event and the
Padiyettam of the king at Thiruvattar and
Thiruvitancode shrines, I may now explain
the custom alluded to previously. As soon
as a sovereign succeeds to the throne
itis the custom that he should visit each of
the important shrines of South Travancore.
This first visit of the sovereign is usually
done with certaia religious observances and
is called ‘the Padiyettam. This custom is
even now observed by the Travancore
sovereigns, The term Padiyettam literally
means ‘ascending the step.’ No separate
record is forthuming about the date of the
death of King Ravi Varma except the
mention made in the last record (No, XVI)
of the series that he passed away on the
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23rd Tai 752 M. E./Janvary 1577 A. D.
at Keralapuram Koikkal (palace) in the Kal-
kulam taluk. According to document No.
VII Ravi Varma formally mounted his
palanquin on 5th Ani, 750 M. E. at the
Thiruvattar shrine.

There is no record as to who succeeded
this King, until two years after in 754 M. E.
when Martanda Vatma came to the throne
(Document IX). But I have gota record
(marked No,VIII in the series) dated 750
M. E. which shows that Prince Cheriya
Rama Varma anda princess both of the
Thruppappur Swarupam in Attingal were
adopted into the Chiravay Swarnpam, This
Cheriya Rama Varma was a nephew of the
head of the Thruppappur Swarupam. There
were two Thayvazhis or branches in that
Swarupam. The eldest nephew Ravi Varma
is styled ‘Kulasekharapperumal ' which
shows that the appellation is taken only by
the Thruppappur Swarupam and not by the
Chiravay Swarupam, evidently because the
title is assumed only by those who have the
right to the management of the Sri Padma-
nabha temple in Trivandrum, which right
was vested in the Thruppappur Swarupam,
It may be that this Cheriya Rama Varma
adopted from the Thruppappur Swarupam
succeeded King Ravi Varma to the throne
of Chiravay Swarupam or the Rani ruled;
but until further positive evidence is forth-
coming, this presumption cannot be substa-
otiated.

The next document that I would read to
you is marked IX in the series. It is dated
the 20th Kartiga 754 M. E./November
1578 A. D, It records the accession of

Martanda Varma on the 19th and his visit to
the Thiruvattar temple on the 20th Kartiga,
754 M. E. This king assumed the headship
of the Thruppappur Swarupam in 763 M. E.
(Alpasi 26th), and took up the management
of the Sri Padmanabha temple at Trivan-
drum. This is evidenced by Record marked
XII in the series, which says that King
Martanda Varma assumed the headship of
the Thruppappur Swarupam on that date at
the Thruppappur Mahadevar temple. There
is a separate Paditharam in the same reign
for King Martanda Varma of Chirava
conferring on Prince Martanda Varma of
Thruppappur the headship of the latter family
on'24th Vaikasi 762 M. E. (i. e., A. D.1587).
See Record No. XI. The next document
marked XII(in the series also records the
same cvent as in Document XII, and his
proceeding to Trivandrun the same day to
worship at the Sri Padmanabha temple.
See also the wording in Record No. XVI,
where, however, the date is 25th Alpasi, and
not 2Gth. There is no separate record re-
garding the death of this king except the
statement in the last record (XVI) of the
serics Lo the effect that Ravi Varma succee-
ded (o the Gadi on the 22nd Ani 767 M. E

Jwe 1392 A, D. after the death of
King Martanda Varma. This King Ravi
Varma became Kulasekharapperumal and
died at Thiruvattar on-the 3rd Chiltira
784 M. E./March 1609 A. D.

The above event and the succession thcre-
alter are evidenced by the document which
is marked No. XV in the series. This leng
document dated the 4th Ani 795 M. E.isa
very important one in the series. It isan
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uccount of the recomstruction ot the Sri
Padmanabhaswami temple and gives u cliro-
nology of the sovereigns who were engaged
in the task., From that it will be scen
(1) that Prince Rama Varma (residing at
Iraniyuchinkunallur, i. e., Iraniel, as scen
from the last record of the series) succeeded
King Ravi Varma Kulasekharapperumal and
died eleven months thereafter on the 3rd
Panguai 785 M, E.;February 1610 A. D. at
Trivaodrum, (2) that he was followed by
Aditys Varma who died at Trivandrum on
the 16th Vaikasy 785 M.E./May1610 A. D.
after a little over two months’ reign, (3) that
his successor was Ilaya Rama Varma resid-
ing at Manalikikara, who also passed away
on the 6th Purattasy 766 M. E./September
1610 A. D. at Thikkurichi in the Kal-
kulam taluk, and (4) that he was succeedéd
by Prince Ravi Varma.

This last king had a long and glorions
reign. He completed the reconstruction
of the temple and had the Kalasam,
i. e, the purificatory ceremony purtormed
onthe 9th Ani 795 M. L. atter a lapse
of 14 years since the work beganin 781
M. E. It was this king who went on
pilgrimage to Rameswaram in 795 M. £ for
the Amavasya (new moon) festival on the
26th Tai. Starting from Trivandrum he
reached Kalkulam, from which place he
pfoceeded on the 8th Tui and reached
Bhuthapandi. He started thence on the
12th and reached Rameswaram on the 20th.
It was evidently a rapid journey as it took
ooly 12 days to reach Rameswaram from
Kalkulam three centuries ago, when travel
was difficult and slow. This document

plodes the belief that 1t wus King Rama
Varma Kulusekharapperumal, alias Kizhavan
Raja, the nephew of Martanda Varma the
gret, who fiest visited Rameswarum in the
10th century M. E. This record is also
important as showing the constitution. and
management of the Sri Padmanabha temple
in Trivandrum. It is significant taat King
Ravi Varma called in Unni Kerala Varna
the senior prince of Chethunganad (Quilon),
and his younger biother to bhelp him in
settling the quarrels between the pujaris
in the temple and to have the Kulasam
conducted, and made the former head of the
Thruppappur Swarupam for the purpose.
I would not tarry now to draw several other
conclugions from this document, which do
not touch upon the mattee under investiga-
tion, viz., the chronology of the kings of
Travancore.

1 shall now continue our story of King
Ravi Varma. His having succeeded to the
throne on the 6th Purattasi 786 M. E, is
also confirmed by a ducument dated the
26th Margali 785 M. L. marked No. X1V ia
the series, He reigned for 52 years and
died on the 11th Avani 838 M. E./August
1062 A. D. It is the longest reign in the
annals of Travancore except that of Cheriya
Udaya Martanda Varma Kulasekharapperu-
mal, who, according to the list given in the
Travancore Sirkar Almanac, is said to have
ruled 62 years from 1382 A. D. How far
this latter is autheatic I cannot say. The
demise of King Ravi Varma at the Sri
Padam Palace in Trivandrum is mentioned
in the last document of the series marked

XVI, dated 896 M. E.
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It is seen from this last document that
on the desth of King Ravi Varma, Prince
Rama Varma ruled till the 12th Purattasy
847 M. E [September 1671 A. D., and that
he was succeeded by Aditya Varma who
died in Masi 852 M. E./1677 A.D. This
record (No. XVI) gives a consolidated
chronological list of the sovereigns from
719 10 852 M. E./1544 to 1677 A. D. and
is very useful as confirmatary evidence of
the previous documents in the series. Do-
cument No. XVI istin fact an abstract or
table of contents appended to the scroll of

palm-leaves, from which the documents in
this paper have been selected. There is
a title page also to this scroll, which reads
Muppu Vana Vakahku Patittaram, i. e.
Routine Relating to Accession of Kings
Such systematic records kept in the
archives of Malabar kings from very early
days, rival the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle and
other documents of Europe. Only, very
few of those Malabar documents survive,
since they were written on palm lcaves and
kept ina damp country- infested with all
sorts of destructive vermin,

The following chronologicel table can be compiled from the records now presented : —

Name of King.
1. Aditva Varma

2. Martanda Varma of Chiravay

3. Aditya Varma of Vanchi

4. Ravi Varma

5. Cheriva Rama Varma ora Queen ?
6. Martanda Varma

7.

. Ravi Varma Kulasekhara aligs Sri Vira Ravi Ravi

8. Rama Varma of Iraniel

9, Aditya Varma
10. Ilayz Rama Varma of Manalikkara
11. Ravi Varma Kylasekhara
12. Rama Varma

Date of Accession. Date of Death

1544 A.D
1544 A. D 1554,
1554, 1575
1575 1577,
1577, 1578
1578, 1592,

Varma Kulasekhara 1592 ,, 1609 ,,
1609 1610
1610 1610 ,,
1610 ,, 1610 .
1610 1652,
1662, 1671,
1671 ., 1677,

13. Aditya Varma

This hrings us to Umayamma Rani who
began to reign in 1677 A. D., from which
date we have comparatively reliable inform-
ation.. From the above list, it will be noted
that the lists of sovereigns given in the
Travancore State Manual and the Travan-
core Sirkar Almanac and in the Travancore
Archaeological Report for 1099 M.E., p. 50,
have to be revised considerably. No. 3. Adi-

tya Varma, No, 7.

Ravi Varma, and No. 11.
Ravi Varma of the above list. are identical
respectively with Aditya Varma (734 M.E.),
Vira Ravi Ravi Varma (773-82 M. E.), and
Vira Ravi Varma (798-821 and 830-34 M.E.)
of the above Archaeological Report for 1099
M. E.

During the period undhr consideration
there bave been several adoptions both from
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inside and outside, that is from the several
Swasupams in Travancora and from. Cochin,
not only of princesses but also of male

b They are in an- inter-
eating serizs of documents which I reserve
fog @ tpture paper. The question also re-
mains to be investigated as to the relations

ded

between the several Swarupams, and the
system of inheritance which was in vogup
then, Makkathayam or
I would earnestly request my friends to
make further researches into these matters
and thus clear up the dark pages of the
history of our land.

M. Ll

Summary of the 16 Documents.
(By T, K. JosepH, B. A, L. T)

King. Accession

Other Buents. | Demise.

1.. Aditya Varma of
Pal

2, Martanda Var-

M. E. 719 Tai 9 (=A.
ma of Chiravay.

D: 1544).
Sunday, Makayiram,
12th day of first fort-|
pight, 7 palikas after|
sunset, Chingam rasi.
At Vilavur Madom in|

Attur.
(Doc. I and XVI).

3. Aditya Varmaof

M. E. 729 Panguni 12
Vanchi,

(=A. D, 1554),

Friday, Rohini, 6th!
day of first fortnight,
Idavam rasi.

At Mahadevar temple,
in Tiruvitankotu.

{Doc. II and XV1),

4. Ravi Varma.

(=A. D. 1575).
'F riday, Attam,

M. E. 750 Panguni ZBfM.
DD. 1575)
fulli Palli utuppu ceremony at

M.E. 719 Tai 9
I (=A.D. 1544),
(Doc. 1 and XVI).

M. E. 750 Panguai

=A.D.1575).
Friday, Attam,
1+4th day of first
fortnight, Chin-
gam rasi-

At Keralapuram
Palace. .

Dead body remov-
ed the same day
to Vilavur "Ma-
dom in Attur,

(Doc. IV).

M. E. 752 Tai 23
(=A. D. 1577).
Chathayam,

E. 750 Panguni 28 (= A,
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King.

4. an}i Varma
(contd).

5, A queen or Che-
riya Rama Var-|
‘ma.

6. Martanda Varma|
of Truppappur.
{Doc. XI).

Accesssion.

moon of first fortnight,
after sunset, Meenam

rasi.

At Kilcheri Madam in
Attur. Came  from|
Pakotu.

(Doc. II-VI and XVI),|

M. E. 754 Kartiga, 19|
(=a.D 1578 (Doc. X))

Other Bvents.

Vilavur Madom where the|
body was lying in state
(Doc. 1V).

M. E, 750 Chittira 9 (=A.D)
1575).

Patiyettu and namaskiral
before god Adikesava (of]
Tiruvattar). (Doc V).

M E. 750 Chittira 10 (=A|
D. 1575), Meenam rasi.
Entry into Tiruvitankoty

Palace. (Doc. VI).
M.E. 750 Ani 5 (=A.D.1575)

Mounting palanquin at Adi-
kesava temple in Tiruvat:|
tar (Doc. VII).

(M, E. 750 (=A. D. 1574-75),
Adoption of a princess and|

Cheriya (=little) Rama]

Varma, both of the Attan-|
gal royal family, into the|
Chiravay family. (Doc,

VII).

D.

‘Wednesday, Puram, 5th|
day of second fortnight,
Makaram rasi.

Offertory and Patiyettam|
at the Adikesava temple]
at Tiruvattar. (Doc. IX),

M. E. 756 Kartiga 17 (=A.|
D. 1580),

‘Wednesday, Utrattati, 10th|

day of first fortnight,
Dhanu rasi.

Conferred on first prince|
Ravi Varma (the same as|
the next) a palanquin, at|
the Mahadevar temple at|

Tiruvitankotu. (Doc. X)

Demgian.
At Kennbpeas

Palace.
(Doc. XVI).

M. E. 754 Kartiga 20 (=A,Presumably &%
1578).

Ani 22 (=A. D»
1592).



SOME TRAVANCORE DYNASTIC RECORDS,

King.

6. Martanda Varma|
(contd.)

7. Ravi Varma Ku-|
lasekhara (Doc.
XVI}, alias Sri
Vira Ravi Ravi
Varma Kulase|
kbara of Kilpe-|
rut, belonging to]
the !

Accession.

M. E. 767 Anj 22 (=A
D, 1592).
(Doc. XVI).

e rrevy
{amily. | (Doc.|
X1v)

8. Rama Varma of|

Iraniel (Doec,
Xvi).

Other Boents.
M. E. 762 Vaikasi 24 (=A,
D. 1587). .
Martanda Varma, firsf

pricce cf Truppappur|
made by the king, head of|
the Truppappur family
and protector of the Pad-
mansbhaswami temple at|
Trivandrum. (Doc XI).

M. E. 763 Alpasi 26 (=A.D,|

1587).

(Alpasi 25 is Doc. XVI).
Friday, Avittam, 7th day|
of first fortnignt, Makaram)|

. rasl,

At the Mahadevar temple
in Truppappur,

Becmme fisst prioce of Trup-
pappur. (Doc. XII & XVI),

M. E. 763 Alpasi 26 (=A.D,|

1587).

After sunset, Karkadagam|
rasi,

Visited God Padmanabha

‘ at the Padmanabhaswami
temple in Trivandrum and|
made offerings.,

Visited Kanchipuram Ma-
dom also, (Doc. XI1I).

M. 2. 781 Alpasi I3 (=A. D,
1605).

TFoundation trench of new
temple at Trivandrum dug
(Doc. XV,

M. E. 781 Alpasi 17 (=A.D/

1605),

Foundation laid (Doc. XV),|

the above temple. (Doc.
XV).

Demise.

M. E. 784 Chittira
3(=A D.1609).
After sunset, Ma-
karam rasi.

At Toniman Pa-
lace in Tiruvat-
tar. (Doc, XV).

3(=aA:D.1610).
At Karuppu Koyi-
kal Palace in Tri-

[ ]
[Continued cobstruction offM. E. 785 Panguoi

vaadrum. {Doc.
XV and XVI).
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King.

9. Aditya Varma,

10,- Ilaya Rama

Accession,

(=A. D. 1610), .
{Doc. XVI)..

Varma of Mana+(=A. D. 1

11, Ravi Varma,

(Poc. XVI)

(=A. D. 1610)
(Doc, XIV and XVI).

M. E. 786" Purattasi 6]M. E. 788 Margali 26(=A
612).

Other Events.

(Doc. XV)

Doc. XV).

Friday, Makayitam, 13th|
karam rasi.

dom. (Doc. XIV).

M. E. 791 Adi 1 (=A.D,

1616)

Periyanampi (=head priest)|
of Itaippati bouse” died
of smallpox and another|
of - Perumpatappu - house|
succeeded as  Periya:
nampi in the Trivandrum|
temple.

(Sce 795 Vaikasi 3 below)

M. E 795 Tai {(=A.D. 1620)|

Nearly finished the temple]
and left Trivandrum for|
Rameswaram and reached|
Kalkulam fort.

M. E. 795 Tai 8 (=A.D.

1620).

Lett Kalkulam (=Padma-|

Bhbutappandi.

M. E. 755 Tai 12 (=A.D
1620).

Left Bhuta ppandi,

n-bh:pllram) and reached|

Demise.

M. E. 785 Panguni 3)'Went to Trivandrum and|M. E. 785 Vaikasi
expedited the above work| 16=A. D.1610),

Makayiram.

At Pullikkottu Pa-
lace in Trivan-
drum.

(Doc. XV nnd
Xvl).

M. E. 785 Valkm 16| Continued the above work|M. E 786 Puratta-
10). D.

si 6 (=A.
1610),

Puram.

At Tikkurichi Pa-

lace,
{Doc. XV & XVI).

.M. E. 838 Avani

11{=A.D. 1662).
Trukketta.

day of first fortnight, Ma-| At Sri Padam Pa-

lace, Trivandrum

Visited Kanchipuram Ma:| (Doc. XVI),
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King.

Revi Varma
(contd.)

Accession

Other Buents.

M. L. 795 Tai 20 ( =A.D
1620), Lkadasi,

Reached Rameswaram.
M. E. 795 Tai 26 (=A.D,
1620), Mahodaya, Monday,
 Tiruvonam, newmoon, Vyati<
pata yoga.

Bathed at Dhanushkoti and

visiled god Ramanatha and|

bathed.

M. E. 795 Masi 9 (=A. D.

1620), - .

Returned to Kalkulam Fort|
Palace,

M. E. 795 Masi 23 (=A. D.

1620).

Started from Kalkulam.

M. B, 795 Masi 25(=A. D,

1620). )

On the King's invitation|
two princes of the Kallikku/
family—Uani Kerala Var-
ma head of the Jayatunga-
nad (or Quilon) family and
his younger brother the|
fiest prince—started from,
Quilon on 20th Masi ‘and
arriving at Trivandrum on
Masi 25th, settled some!
temple aﬁairs.

M. E. 795 Masi 26 (=A. D,

1620).

-Reached Trivandrum and
fixed Vaikasi 5th as the
auspicious day for the
Kalasam ceremony. Ex-

pedited the construction|

of the temple.
M.E, 795 Vaikasi 3 (=A. D.
1620),
(See 791 Adi 1 above).
Periyanampi. of Perum-|
patappu house deposed|
and another of Ikkaradesi
community appointed. Dis-
pute over this between

that community aod the

Dermnise.
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11, Ravi Varma
(contd.)

12. Rama Varma.

13. Aditya Varma.

Accession.

M.E. 838 Avani 11
(=A. D.1662)
(Doc. XVI).

M. E. 887 (sic for 847)
Purattasi 12 (=A. D,
1671

)
(Doc. XVI).

Other Events.

Akkaradesi  community.
Hence Kalasam ceremony
originally fixed for Vai-
kasi 5 could not be per-|
formed. Ani 9 fixed for|
the ceremony and dispute|
settled amicably.

L E, 795 Ani 4 (=A.D,|
1620), after sunset. The
appointment of Ikkara-|
desi ratified at a meeting,|
Another dispute which led|
to Unni Kerala Varma
head of the Jayatunga-
pad (or Quilon) family|
(see above), being made
head of the Truppappur|
family, who along with
King TRavi Varma per-|
formed the mulayidu (or|
grain sprouting) ceremonyl|
the same night.

PETTTTTLT P TP TP PP YT e

Demise.

E. 887 (sic for

’847) Purattesi 12
(=A. D. 1671),

Robipi.

At Kalkulhm Pa-
lace. (Doc. XVI).

M. E. 852
(=A.D.1677).
At Kalkglam Dar
bhakkulaogars

Palace.

(Doc: XVI).
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English Dates.

2, Martanda Varma.

. E. 719 Tai 9, Sunday, Makayiram,
12th day of first fortnight, 7 palikas
after sunset, Chingam rasi

=A, D. 1544 January 6 (Ending mo-
ment of Tithi: 1295, E. M. of nuk-
shatra: 4°15).

3. Aditya Varma.

M. E. 729 Punguni 12, Friday, Rohinir
6th day of first fortnight, Idavam
rasi

A, D. 1554 March 9. (E: M. T. 60,
E. M. N. 438).

M. E. 750 Panguni 28, Friday, Attam,
14th day of first fortnight, Chingam
rasi

=A. D, 1575 March 25. (E. M. T. 14
*38, E. M. N, 1201).

4. Ravi Varma.

M. E. 750 Panguni 28, Friday, Attam,
full moon, after sunset, Meenam rasi

=A. D. 1575 March 25. (See above).

M. E. 750 Chittira 9=A. D. 1575
April 5, Tuesday.

M. E. 750 Ani 5=A. D. 1575 June 3,
Friday.

M. E, 752 Tai 23, Chathayam=-A, D,

1577 January 19, Saturday. (E.'M.
N. 22:05).
6. Martanda Varma.
M. B. 754 Kartiga 19=A, D. 1578

November 18, Tuesday-

M. E. 754 Kastiga 20, Wedo«sday, P’u-
ram, 5th day of second fortnight,
Makaram rasi

=A. D. 1578 November 19. (E. M. T.
§73, E, M, N. 8'48).

M. E. 756 Kartiga 17, Wedoesday,
Utrattati, 10th dey-of first fortnight,
Dhanu rasi
A. D. 1580 November 16.
1043, E. M. N. 26 40)

M. E. 762 Vaikasi 24 =A, D 1587 May
21, Sunday-

M. E. 703 Alpwsi 20 (or 25), Friday.
Axittam, 7th diy of first fortnight.
Makaram rasi.

(E- M. T.

(A. D, 1587 October 27, Friday. E. M.
T. 6°03, 7°98, L3\, M. N, 21°22). (Sce
below),
M. E. 763 Alpasi 26=A. D. 1587 Octo-
ber 26, Thursday.
7. Ravi Varma.
M. E. 767 Ani 22==A D. 1592 June 19,
Monday.
M. E. 781 Alpasi 13=A, D. 1605
October 13, Sunday.
M. E. 781 Alpasi 17=A- D. 1605 Octo-
ber 17, Thursday-
M. E. 784 Chittira 3=A. D. 1609
March 30, Thursday.
8 Rama Varma,
M. E. 785 Panguni 3=4A. D- 1610 Febr,
28, Wednesday.
9. Aditya Varma.
M. L. 785 Vaikasi 1o, Makayiram=—A.
D. 1610 May 13, Sunday. (E.M. T,
172, E. M- N. 449 .
10.Ilaya Rama Varma.
M. E. 786 Purattasi 0, Puram A, D,
1610 September 6, Thursday. (E. M.
T. 1421, E. M. N. 1148).
11, Ravi Varma.

M. E. 788 Margali 26, Friday, Makayi-
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ram, 13th day of first fortnight, Ma-
karam rasi. .

(Margali 27, Friday=A. D. 1612 De-
cember 25 (E. M. T. 13'86, E. M. N.
411).

M. E 791 Adi 1=A, D. 1616 June 30,
Sunday.

M E. 795 Tai 8=A. D, 1620 January
5, Wedoesday.

- M. E.795 Tai 12=A. D. 1620 January
9, Sunday.

M. E. 795 Tai 20, Ekadasi=A D. 1620
January 17, Monday. (Tai 23, E. M.
T. Bahula 11'28).

M. E. 795 Tai 26, Mahodaya, Monday,
Onam, new moon, Vyatipata yoga.
Tai 27, Monday=A. D 1620 January
24. (E. M. T.Amavasya 61, E.M.N.

22°36)-

M. E, 795 Masi 9=A. D. 1620 Febru-
ary 5, Saturday.
M. E. 795 Masi 23=A. D. 1620 Febru-
ary 19, Saturday.
M. E. 795 Vaikasi 3=A. D 1620 April
30, Sunday.
M. E. 795 Ani 4=A. D. 1620 Junel,
Thursday.
M. E. 838 Avani 11, Trukketta=A. D.
1662 August 11, Monday, (E.M. T.
727, E, M. N. 16:25), '
12. Rama Varma.
M. E. 847 Purattasi’ 12, Rohini=A. D.
1671 September 13, Wednesday.
{(E. M. T. 525, E. M. N, 3'18).
13. Aditya Varma.
M. E. 852 Masi=A. D, 1677 Jamuary
28, Sunday to February 25, Sunday.

The English dates and other details in the above chronological table are from L. D.
Swamikkaonu Pillai's Indian Ephemeris, Madras, 1922,

—T. K. J.

Notes on the Places mentioned in the 16 Documents,

KALKULAM, now know also as Padmana-
bhapuram was the capital of the Chiravay
kings during the period (A. D.'1544-1677)
covered by the documents. There was
a fort there as well as a palace and a tem-
ple. Other palaces for princes of the
royal family of Chiravay and of Truppap-
pur existed in the neighbourhood of this
town. See Doc. VIII.

TIRUVANKOTE, in Kalkulam taluk, 1}
miles west of Kalkulam town. A fater
form of the name is Tiruvitankote, Tiravan-
kotes=Tiry+ayan+kote, i, e., the corner

or village of the holy cowherd (Sri Krish-
na). T is the E ised
form of this name.

KERALAPURAM, in Kalkulam taluk, 1
mile west of Kalkulam.

IRANIEL, in Kalkulam taluk. 3 miles south-
west of Kalkulam It is the Iraniya-
chinkanallur of Doc. XVI, folio 2, ob-
verse. See No. 8§, Rama Varina in Sum-
mary.

MANALIKKARA, in Kalkulam taluk, 5 miles
north of Kalkulam.
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TIRUVATTAR, in Kalkulam taluk, 5 miles
north of Kalkulam. .
ATTUR, now Attur Kata, in Kalkulam

taluk, 9 miles north-east of Kalkalam.
PAKOTE, in Vilavankotu taluk, 10 miles
north-east of Kalkulam,
TIKKURICHCHI, in Vilavankotu taluk, 11
miles north of Kalkulam.
PALUKAL, in Vilavankotu taluk, 20 miles
north-east of Kalkulam

TRUPPAPPUR in Chirayinkil taluk,11 miles
solith-east of Attingal, has a celebrated
temple with truppadam or the holy feet
of Vishou The Travancore sovereigns
have to be crowned at this temple-

KILPERUR, in Chirayinkil taluk, 7 miles
east of Attingal. The Attingal Ranis are
said to have resided here before they
removed to Attingal.

—T.K. ]

Documents,

The originals of the following d
are written in Tamil characters on unseason-
ed or raw olas (palmyra leaves) about 30" X
1°, almost 150 years old. Several portions
of the olas have been eaten dway by silver
fish grubs. The writing is in columos as
indicated by the arrangement of the lines in
the transcript prepared by me. The language
of the documents is not pure Malayalam,
but a mixture smacking of Tamil.

The documents are dated in M. E. 719 to
852, but the present olas are not so ancient,
being only copies nearly 150 years old,
which according to the very commendable
"practice of scribes employed in palaces,
temples and other institutions, were written
when about 150 years ago the originals
began to show signs cf decay.

As for the signs in the transcript, [ ]
indicates that the portion enclosed in it has

been scored off in theols. >. . < or
<. -> respectively show that the portion
between them is inserted by the scribe
above or below a regular line of writing.
The portions within ( ) have been recon-
structed by the present transcriber from
gaps partly or wholly eaten away by larvae.
Portions added by the transcriber are put in
brackets thus: [~ *]. Hyphens in a word
indicate that in the original it is represented
by a ligatured or shorthand symbol.
—_— —T. K. J.
DOCUMENT 1.

Accession of Martanda Varma on 9th Tai,
719.
[w22 0y fdarme]

1. wmee

a
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2. ol am o
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DOCUMENT IL

oo

Accession of Aditya Varma on 12th Pan-

guni, 729,

[e0e1 21 qebases]
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[Beginning eaten away]
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DOCUMENT III

Accession of Ravi Varma on 28th Paa-

guni, 750.
[e% £, gbaies]

1

[Beginning lost]
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DOCUMENT IV.

Ravi Varma performs palliyuduppu cere-

mony on 28th Panguni, 750,

[ﬂu oy ndnm]
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1. w2
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DOCUMENT V.
Ravi Varma visits Tiruvattar temple on

9th Chittira, 750.
[@0e1 0y Qebascac]

1
2.
1
2.

[Beginning lost] -
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DOCUMENT VI
Ravi Varma visits Tiruvitancode temple

on 10th Chittira, 750.
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DOCUMENT VII.

Ravi Varma mounts. palanquin at Tiru-

vattar temple on 5th Ani 750.
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DOCUMENT VIII.
Ravi Varma adopts & prince and a pull
cess in 750,
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- DOCUMENT IX.
Martanda Varma visits Tiruvattar semgl
on 20th Kartiga, 754,
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DOCUMENT X.

Martanda Varma confers a palanquin upon
a junior prince on 17th Kartiga, 756.
[ecel 5, grbaiee]
[Beginning lost]
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DOCUMENT X1
Martanda Varma makes a prince head of

the Truppappur royal house and protector
of the Sri Padmanabha temple on 24th
Vaikasi, 762.
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[The rest blank]

DOCUMENT XII.
Martanda Varma becomes first prince of
the Truppappur royal house on 26th Alpasi,
763.
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DOCUMENT XIIL

Martanda Varma enters Karuppu Koyikial
palace and visits Trivandrum temple ca 2dh
Alpasi, 763.
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Glossary,

Document 1.

mulaed from mowsrod, meaning leader,

lord ; u titlo of honour.
aloandl Qe wama 13 ST oljEe
omld: aloaw qovmmend or head of
the Chiravay royal family.

alloand), afloannd, ailoas,
other forms seem to be variants of
original ailpuew’ (allk+ M@, i, e., the
minor Ay dynasty-

The Ays (Vallavas, Ballavas or Yadavas of
Sri Krishna’s illustrious race), very famous
in ancient Tamil literature, ruled over the
territory round the Podiyil hill in the South-
ernmost portion of the Western Ghats.
Ptolemy (circa A. D. 150) refers to the
region between Nelcynda (which to me is
Niranam up the River Pampa ia'Central Tra-
vancore) and Comorin as in the country of
Aioi. These Aioi must be the Aysof Tamil
literature.

South of Bacare (which is Pracade a
coastal village formerly at the mouth of the
above river, not Vaikkara) there is, accord-
ing to the Periplus (of the first centuary
A. D.), the first port called Balita (which I
identify not with Varkkalai, but with (Tiru)
vallat or (Ko)valat. Vilinjam is a fine old
harbour and village, about 43 miles to the
South East of Tiruvallat. Between Tiruval-
lat and Vilinjam is the rocky coast of Kova-
lat a very conspicuous landmark for sailors,
Tituvallat is only three and a half miles
South East of Trivandrum.

Tiruvallat and Kovalat are the locative
forms of Tituvallam and Koval La-

®0a;0  and

catives of |
used in Mnl.ny..lmn as synonymous with \h(
nominatives. [t is not impossible also to sup-
pose that ¢in Balita is a mistake for n of Ba-
lina of the original Greck M3S. The: hypothe-
tical Balina will fairly represent Vilina (n as
nhin Noronha). Vilinjam is Drinsjun in
Dutch records.
There is an Aykkudi in the Tovala taluk,
2 miles North of Aiamboly pass, and a Pe-
raykkudi {great Aykkudi) in Tinnevelly, not
far from that pass..
merely kudis or villages of ayas or cowherds
and might have had no connection atall with
the Ay dynasty.
ailoan Q3{"a%eg®: to become head of the
Chirayay royal family. Only such
heads of the Chiravay family can be re-
garded as ruling kings. The twelve
kings in the list appearing in the paper
and-in the tabular statement are invari-
ably Chiravay heads.
lists of kings have gone wrong partly
because they included heads of the
Truppappur and other families and even
junior princes.
asddmave; routine or customary procedure.
mad; woman,
onilw; oenile, pole or shaft,

are very

These were perhaps

All the previous

Document IV.
amoailebancd: palace.
qslamaga: to die.
awanaflo aflostes: axamagl® aloe, after

assuming the’ hendsh}p.
2. o)

94 the dead body lay in state,
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~nelgySam aia: concerning the palliyudup-
pu or clothing and docorating of the
kiog’s dead body.

Document V.
soImaoce: g title of dignity applied to gods
and kings; here to 2 god.
axlewoo’ visiting a god. Literally, enter-
ing the gate, or ascending the step.
mamyone: ceremonial feeding of Brahmins,
or rather of gods through Brahmins,
Document VIII.
edwvngmonc: 3 title of distinction here
applied to the eldest nephew' and heir
apparent of the head of the Truppap-
pur family.
@qandds: heirs to the throne,
afloalmigntoois @swena: as heirs to
the Chiravay throne,

Document 1X.
@oails: offering of money to gods,

Dacument X.
1 s royal palanqui
2eQ0: First Prince.

Document XI.
®axmee0s must be a mistake for Sargaamog
i.e., Jayasimhanad or Quilon,
200Qgyd  FIlemERD st :

First Prince of the Truppappur family’

(oot head of it).

saymack () @; the word 9am@Im'e or
cumkilsle may be put in.

gejaved: conferred the ‘neadship (upon
the First Prince).

Document XII.
oargyd weT @lagas’: raok of first priace
of the Truppappur family.
Document XIV.
aomilayomyecs : perhaps adalayoo oavengid
eo>, Kanchipuram Kondan may be
the famous Ravi Varma Kulasekhara
(circa A. D. 1300).

Document XV.

@\@Qea yp0in” : @lwgaspoe’, the ceremony
of grain-sprouting preparatory to the
kalasam or purification ceremony.

@ m0oe’: (built) of stone.

aike 10m8ays) ailsoaailmais) stands for Sans-
krit aikenmmxe&®) @g01e0s.

anmmwlotogile’ : having dug the founda-
tion trench.

adoaoso: (for afoa); after.

®leeow’ : expeditiously.

oxlomos): wmeged,

o0amomonae for ®2miunsmye, the gbd.

aglles i@ (Kallikku dynasty) may be
the Calicoilan (Kayankulam) dynasty
mentioned in Portuguese and Dutth
records. Van Gollenesse in his Memo-
randum of 1743 A. D. says: ‘‘The
people of Malabar call the four little
kingdoms above mentioned” (viz. Coil-
an, Marta, Calicoilan and Pannapally)
“Cherrivay or Unaddu Carre, because
formerly they were under one queen
who divided them among her four

g! "—Dutch in Malabar, Mad
ras, 191_1, p- 56. )

Q B 2D RSO
Kerala Varma, younger brother of Unnj

dauch

a
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Kerala Varma, head of tho Quilon
family,” who subscqueptly was made
head of .the Truppappur family as stat-
ed later on in, this documeat.

®mane gooms to bo « foreign word;
perbaps from khana-wal, literally house-
man or household-wallah, i. e, cham-
berlain or major-domo, 0@ 0% (kot-
wal) and aodlamsecd (harkar) are other
Malayalam words derived from Persian
and used at court.

&y easek: proper name of a person.

aI0MBSTOE:  asosmyTSoR),

mae0das), paerask: two Tulu Brahmin
villagers on either bank ol the river
two miles to the south of Mangalore
towg, The river is locally known as
Nileswaram. They are even now here~
ditary pujaris (santikkar} of the Sri
PPadmanabba temple in Trivandrum, as
well as of the temples at Tiruvattar,
Tiruvalla and Tiruvarammula, all Vishnu
temples.

oalomail: head priest of the Sci Padma-
nabha temple ia Trivandcum,

s smassgy qemeiagaid; the head of the
Perumpadappu family of Nampuris ;
not of the Perumpadappu or Cochin
royal family.

QYOMoi QulTo.

mileom: avenanTesd), amicably settled.

@5 palm-leal umbrella, rather flat, one
of the insignia of the head priest's office.

alogoilge : that i3, tha Swamiyar or
ascetic Viswanandanubhuti.

LS IRR R T

asemaalew  five digoitaries of the Sri
Unduannbhe temple  inQ Trivendrum
who form part of the constitutien of
management.

@0zl : aw:mat, younger brother,

Qgjuon m: @g:‘\naw'am, Qgjusaem

. There is an old-fashioned build-

ing called Ramanamadom close to the
Sri Padmanabha temple, to the north-
cast of it. But this Ramanamadom is
traditionally supposed to have been built
by Martanda Varma (who died in 933
M. E.) more thav a century later than
the present document.

@l@sanei@damusie : now known as @enae
aBONe Of @3 WARICOW 1 {5 0 man-
dapa to the north-east of the sanctum ot
the Sri Padmanabha temple in Trivan-
drum, e:&IS2mw 0 means MERHMY Lo,
here a mandapa for the temple councii,
the Yogakkar.

moanTed: high priest (Tantri) of the
above temple.

Document XVI.

¥ 2abi now 3@, a village in the Vila-
vancode taluk,
i) : seems to be a place in South Tra-
vancore, with a palace,
aylemog asowiless: not identified,
—T. K. JosepH, B. A, L. T.
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