POLITICAL CONDITIONS IN
ANCIENT TRAVANCORE

By S. SANKU A1YAR

The first chapter of Mr.

S. Sanku Aiyar’s thesis on '‘Ancient Travan-

core’’ appeared in the May Number of ‘* Travancore Information and

Listener’’ and dealt with the origins of Travancore.

In the present article

he traces the political history of Travancore in those far off days as disclosed
by the sources mentioned in the previous one.

OUR altention may first be directed
to the western sources, especially the
Periplus of the Erythracan sea and
Ptolemy’s geography, which are the most
suitable for our purpose. The Periplus
was a guide-book written by an Alexan-
drian traveller, who visited India about
80 a. p., for the use of the Roman mer-
chants who were engaged in trade with
eastern countries. la this small book,
.the portion that is of interest to us is the
account of the countries and governments
in the west coast of India, especially
those in “‘Damirike” or *Tamilakom”,
The author's description of this part of
India is indeed very enlightening. “To
the kingdom under the sway of Kepro-
botras, Tundis is subject, a village of
‘great note situated near . the sea.
Mouziris, which pertains to the same
realm, is a city at the height of prosperity,
frequented as it is by ships from Ariake,
and Greek ships from Egypt. It lies
near a river at a distance from Tundis of
500 stadia, which is measured from river
to river or by the length of the sea
voyage, and it is 20 stadia distant from
the mouth of its own river. The distance
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of Nelcynda from Mouziris is also nearly
500 stadia, whether measured from river
to river or by the sea voyage, but it
belongs to a different kingdom, that of
Pandion. 1t likewise 1s situaté near a
river and at about a distance from the
seaol 120 stadia. At the very mouth
of this river is another village, Bakare, to
which the ships despatched from Nel-
cynda come down empty and ride at
anchor off shore while taking in cargo ;
for the river, it may be noted, has sunken
reefs and shallows which make its naviga-
tion difhicult. The sign by which those
who come hither by sea know they are
nearing land is their meeting with snakes
which are here of a black colour, not so
long as those already mentioned, like
serpents about the head, and with eyes
of the colour of blood. After Bakare
occurs the mountamn called Pyrrhos (or
the red ) towards the south, near another
district of the couniry called .Paralia
where the pearl-fisheries are, which
belong to Pandion and a city of the name
of Kolkhoi. In this tract, the first place
met with is called Balta, which has a
good harbour and a village on its shore.
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Next to this is another place called
Komar, where is the Cape of the same
name and haven''.!

Identification of Names

From the foregoing extract it may
be gathered that the region extending
from Tundis to Nelcynda on the west
coast of India was within the kingdom of
Keprobotra, while the territory lying to
the south of it from Nelcynda to Komar
in which the ports of Bakare and Balita
stood belonged to King Pandian.

Who was Keprobotrap  Where
are Tundis, Mouziris, Nelcynda, Bakare
and Komar ? Scholars agree that the
term Keprobotra found in the Periplus
" is no other than Keralaputra mentioned
in the Girnar inscription of Asoka
(250 B. C.) and that it refers to the
Chera dynasty of Kings in South India® .
Tundis, Mouziris and Komar have also
been correctly indentified, the first with
the town of Kadalundi in North Mala-
bar, the second with Kodungallur in
Cochin State, and the third with Cape
Comoria, the Land’s End of India. But
the last word on the identification of
Nelcynda and Bakare has not been said.
To understand corcectly the relation of
Travancore with other Kingdoms m
South India, the exact location of the
above places, especially that of Nelcynda,
is of great importance, as itis stated in
the Periplus that the Chera Kingdom

Crindle. Ind. Ant,
(1879) pp. 145-43.

2. Caldwell, Comparative Grammar of Dra-
: " vidian languages. p. 95.

1. Mo Vol. VIIIL
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extended only as far South as Nelcynda,
and that the latter place and' the region
lying to the south of it up to Komar
were part of the Pandya Kingdom.

Where is Nelcynda then? Col.
Yule identifes Nelcynda with Kallada,
now a small village by the side of a
river of the same name, |2 miles north-
east of Quilon3, but he pravides no
proofs. In his interesting book * Cera
Kings of the Sangam period " the late
Mr. K. G. Sesha Aiyar has suggested
thai Nelcynda is Neendakara, near
Quilont | Though the word Nelcynda
somewhat resembles in sound the word
Neendakara, the description of Neleynda
contained in the Periplus does not suit
Neendakara. [t would be more appro-
priate to follow the lead of Col. Yule,
and identity Nelcynda with Kallada.
The tenor of the whole passage in the
Periplus shows that its author had in
view the ports and the market places on
the coast of the Ashtamudi lake, near
Quilon, when he recounted the im-
portance of Nelcynda and Bakare; that
he cousidered the Ashtamodi lagoon
wherein the Kallada river emptied itself
as a broad debouchure of the river at its
mouth ; that he called the Kallada market
on the bank of the Kallada river, Nel-
cynda; and that he applied the name
Bakare to Quilon® .

. Sewell’s lists of Antiquities. Vol. L. p. 266.

4. Cera Kings of the Ssngam period. p. 144.
Foot note,

5. See note 30 at the end of the ohapter.

o
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It was stated that Venad lay be-

tween the Kanpétti river on the north

and the Kannyakumari sea on the south,
Where was Kannétti? There is a ham-
let of that name, with a rivulet flowing
by in the Karunagapally taluk, 14 miles
north of Quilon. There is also a small
temple dedicated to Siva, locally known
as Kanpétti-Tévar. That hamlet must
have been the Kannétti of traditional
fame. But Col. Yule thinks that
Kallada was the Kannétti of the ancients.
He does not give any reason for this
identification, Kannétti in the Karu-
nagapalli taluk and Kallada are situated
more or less in the same latitude. The
recognition of this fact will be sufficient
for the present purpose. According to
the Periplus and the book of Ptolemy,
this line was the southern boundary of
the Chera Kingdom. We are justified
in inferring from this, that Venad coin-
menced where the Chera Kingdom
terminated in the south.

Venad a Pandya Country ?

We gather from the Periplus that
in the days ot its author the country lying
immediately to the south of the Chera
Kingdom was under the sway of the
Pandya Kings. This leads us to the
conclusion that in the first century A. D.
Venad was under the rule of the Pandyas.
But whether it was a division of the
Pandya Kingdom governed by Pandyan
oficers or a separate political unit ac-
knowledging the suzerainty of the Pandyan
Kings, the Periplus does not say.
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Now let us turn to Ptolemy's geo-
graphy, another interesting book written
about A, D. 140, According toit, the-
Chera Kingdom was bordered on the:
south by the Ay territory, which extend-
ed from Melcynda (Nelcynda of the
Periplus) to Cape Comorin; Melcynda,.
Bammala (Balita) and the metropolis of
Kattiara were sitvated in this territory ;
and it was only past Comaria or Cape
Comorin that other regions including the
Pandya Kingdom commencedt .

From the foregoing we find that, on
the political status of Venad, there is
thus some difference of opinion between
the two ancient authors. While the
Periplus definitely says that the region,
which we now call Venad formed part of
the Pandyan Kingdom, Ptolemy regards
it as the country of the Ays,  And who
were the Ays? Were they a tribe as
suggested by certain scholars,” or a family
of Kings. If the latter, were they in-
dependent ruling Kings or only chiefs
paying homage to a suzerain power »
Ptolemy does not answer these questions.

Sangam Literature

Before attempting tc explain these
apparently inconsistent statements, we
may profitably examine the third and the
most fruittull source of information,
namely, the literature of the Sangam
period. It is an established fact that the
avthors of this lierature were mostly

6. Mc. Crindle. Ind. Ant. Vol. XIII p. 329.

7. P.T. Srinivasa Jyengsr. History of the
Tamjils (1929) p. 318.
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» court-poets, who had
special opportunities
to sing about con-
temporary personages
and events. Thus the
Sangam works are of
unassailable value,®
and of which, the
most important for the
present purpose are
Purananaru, Aga-
naniiru Patittu-pathy
and Pathu . pattu,
The texts and colo-
phons of these collec-
tions have' preserved from oblivion,

among other interesting facts, the names

and domestic histories, and the civil and
military achievements, of several Tamil

Kings and chiefs, of whom three exercised

domision over Venad or Travancore.

Who was Andiran ?

One of the princes or chiefs men-
tioned in the Sangam works is Andiran,
who is depicted in Puraninoru as a
philanthropic ruler holding sway over the
regions covered by the Podyimalai or
Agastyar mountain with Ayikudy as his
Capital.? It will be seen later on that
Ayikkudy was none other than the town
of Kottar in South Travancore. Andiran
possessed the name Ay,'° which fact may

8. K. G. Seska Iyer. Cers kings of the Saugam
period. pp. 1-2.
9. Purananinu. \'.. 132,
10. Mabamahopadhydya Swaminatha Iyer,
Purananuru (1935) Introduction. p. 49.
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A MADAKANALAL IN NANJIL JMMOUNTAIN AND PADDY FIELDS

AT IT§ FOOT.

be taken to prove that the word Ay used
in Sangam works does not mean a ‘tribe.”
He had the surname of Ma-vel,** which
perhaps correspands to the Sanskrit title
Maha-samanta. According to Nachinar-
kiniyar, Vé] waz a title earned by subor--
dinate chiefs from crowned Kings for
acts of military valour.' 2 Podyil malai, of
which Andiran was the lord, was also the-
chief mountain of the Pandya Kings of
the time. 'We may infer from these that
Ay Andiran was a subordinate Prince
ruling under the suzerainty of the
Pandyas. Andiran was a contemporary of

—_

11, Pwananwru. V., 133.

12. Tolkapyam. Porul. Ahathinai—Sut. 0.
See also Muhimahopidhyiya Swaminatha
Iyer's Puraniniiru, Introduction p. 49..
In the Tenkasi Gopuram inscriptions, the
Pandya King Nelvelimaran Kulasekhara
is called Vira-vel, and his son Ativirarama
Srivallabha, Alagan Sivala-Vel. T. A. S.
Vol. I. pp. 104-105., They were under .the
suzerain lord, the emperor of Vijayanagara.
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A SIDE VIEW 0) TIE ADIKESAVA TEMPLE AT TIRUVATTAR, THE CAPITAL (hcm also.
city oF Kixa KLINI-ATAX.

the Chera King Antuvan-chéral-irumpo-
vai, The latter ruled at Tondi between
A. D. 100 and 120.33 The poet
Mudamésiar cf Enichéry in Uraytr, who
was honoured by this Chera, praises
the munificence of Ay Andiran.’4. The
period of Andiran’s swaymay, from these
facts, be assigned to the frst quarter
of the second century A, D.

Nanjil Valluvan

Nanyil Valluvan who fgures as a
feudal lord in Puranantru, is described
by the poet Elanaganar as the chief of
the Nanjil hills and a friend of the
Cheras, to whom he paid homage. From
the fact that the paddy felds in the

Nanjil valley find prominent mention in

13. K. G. Sesha Aiyar. Cera kings of the
Sangam period. p. 128.

J4. Mahdmahopidhydya Swaminatha Iyer -
Purananuru (1935). Introduction p. 7.

1. Purananuru. V. 189,
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the passages describ-
g his munificences
. we may conclude
that he exercised con-
trol over a portion of
the present taluk of
Tovala in  South
Travancore.’d The
Poetess Avvai, -who
sings about him pays
her respects to the
Chera, Chola and
Pandya Kings of the
', time, and praises
Chere-
min-mari-venko, the
Chera hero of her lvrics, ruled over
Vanji between A. D. 255 and 280.2
We may conclude from this.that the date
of Nanjil Va]luvan was some time about

the latter half of the 3rd century A. D,

Elini Atan, a Chera Prince

The next and most important name
from the point of view of Travancore is
Vattattu-Elini-atan  or  Elini-atan  of
Vittaru. 17, Vattaru was the name by
which the present town of Tiruvattar in
the Kalkulam taluk of South Travancore
was known in ancient days.!8 Vattattu-
Elini-atan figures in Puraniniru as a
charitable ruler holding sway over a
tract of country round Tiruvattar. Al]
that we know of him is derived from a
single verse composed in his honour by

16. K. G. Sesha Aiyar. Cera kings of the San-
gam period. p. 128,

17: Purananuru. V. 396,

18. T. A.S. Vol. 1. pp. 175-296.
VII. pp. 116-118.

Ibid. Vol.
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MAGNIFICENT PILLARED CORRIDOR IN TIRUVATTAR TEMPLR.

the poet Mamkudi-kilar- Though there
is nothing specific in this verse to show
that he is of Chera origin, his name indi-
cates his connection with the Chera
dynasty of Kings. Both the terms Atan
and Elini in the pame Elim-atan are
Chera names. The Sangam collection,
Patittu-pathu, mentions, among those of
other Chera kings, the names of Imaya-
varamban.nedum chéral-atan, Adukél-pat-
u-chéral-atan, Selva-kadum-ko-vali-atan,

etc., which end in the epithet ‘atan ')?
19. Patittu-pathu. decads. 2, 6 & 7. o
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The term Elini is also a Chera
found attached to the names of the Kings
of the Adiyamin branch of Cheras, who
were ruling over Takadar.

name,

Adigaman-
neduman-anchi, the most powerful of the
Takadir Kings of the Sangam period,
had the name of Elini.
Pokuttu-elini.? The Sangam poetess

His son was

20. Mahamahopadhyaya Swaminatha Aiyasr.
Purananurn (1935) Introduction under
Adiyawan-nedaman-anchi and Pokut-
tu-elini. pp. 47, 48 & 65.
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Avvai celebrates in her poems Adiga-
man-neduman-anchi and his son Pokuttu~
elini, and says that they were blood re-
lations of the Chera Kings,?! ruling over
the mother kingdom, Elini-atan of
Tiruvattar was in all probability a mem-
ber of another branch of Chera Kings
who ruled over a small territory round
Tiruvattar, That there ruled in those
days other Kings also in Travancore,
who bore Chera names, is evident from
certain circumstantial factors.
are two old villages in South Travancore
the names of which are reminisceat of
the names of the Chera Kings of the
Sangam period. In the inscriptions of
the Venkatachalapaty temple at Azhakia-
pandiapuram in the Tovala taluk of South
Travancore the village of Azhakiapandia-
puram is said to have possessed the name
of Adiyanir.?2 One of the villages in the
Neyyattinkara taluk even now bears the
name Adiganir. The terms Adiyan,
Adigan, Adiyaman, Adigaman and
Adigaiman are but variants of one
and the same Chera name.? [t 1s likely
that the above villages were founded
by Kings, who bhad the name of
Adiyan or Adigan and that these kings
were also members of the family irn
which Elini Atan of Tiruvattar was born.
In one of the bilingual inscriptions en-

21. Puarananuru. V. 330.
22. Gopipatha Rao.
58.

T.S. A. Vol. VII. p. 29.

28. Mahamahopadhyays Swamiuatha Aiyar,
Purananuru (1935) p. 637. Foot-nota.

T.S. A. Vol. IV.pp. 57.
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There -

graved on the door-way of a Jaina cave
temple at Tirumalai near Polur in the
North Arcot district, recording the reno-
vation of the images of a Yaksha and
Yakshini by king Adigaman of Takaddr,
their original consecrator is said to be
one “Vanchiar-Kulapathy-Elini,” that is,
Elini, the chief of the dynasty of Vanchi
kings. [nthe Sanskeit portion of that
inscription, the same Elini is described
as a “‘Kérala-bhu-bhrit” or Kérala King
and as a remote ancestor of Adigaman.2*
Takadur in the Salem district,23where
kings of the name of Ejini had ruled,
was certainly not within Kerala,28 and
the reference cannot be applied to a
king of that dynasty. None of the kings
belonging to the main branch of the
Cheras, ruling over the mother kingdom
at Vanji has hitherto been known to
have had the name of Elini. The re-

ference in the inscription to a Kerala

24. S. 1.1 Vol. I. No. 75—p. 106.

25. Some scholars identity this with Takadur
in Mysore,

26. In the early stages of archaeological work
11 South Indiz a notion gained ground
among a section of scholars that
Kerala inclnded within its bounds not
only the regions to the west of the
Sabyadri, mountains but also the south-
ern portion of Mysore and the present
Salem and Coimbatore districts. That
this view was not supported by evi-
dence has since been shown by mauy
eminent authorities both Europsan and
Indian. In the first place, if the
Kerala or Cheva country had included
in 1t South Mysore and tha districts of
Salem and Coimbatore, there would
have arisen no necessity for the Chera
kings of the Saungam period to wage
war againste the Adiyaman line of
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king described as Vanchiyar-kulapathy- nothing improbable in a king of Travan-
* Edini can justifiably be applied to a ruler core, offering images to a temple in
.of Thiruvattar, which formed part of the Arcot is seen from the fact that in those
Kerala country and at the same time early days intercourse between the nor-
possessed an Elini King. That there is thern Tamil districts and Travancore

kings ruling at Takadur (whether it
was in South Mysore or Salem district)
and conquer their territory. Bubt we
see from the Sangam literature that
Perum-cheral-Jrumporai, as a matier
of fact, fought against Adiyaman-elini
of Takadur and over-ran his oountry.
(Patittu-pathu, 78. VII Patigam.
Puram V. 230) Furthermore, there is
evidence to show that about the 3rd
century A. D., the southern parts of
Mysore were under the western Gangas,
as the region covered by the present
Salem and Coimbatore districts swas
under the Kongu kings. Lewis Rice
says, ‘“The Gangs kingdom way be
described generally as having extended
over sll the region drained by the
Kaveri and tributaries, with the ex-
ception of the delta of Taunjore ; that
is to say over the south of Mysore and
Coorg, with Salem, Coimbatore, the
Nilgiri and parts of Malabar. Their
territory in Mysore was called Ganga-
vadi Ninety-siz thousand, as contain-
ing, perhaps, 98 Nads, while their
territory in Coimbatore and-Salem was
called Kongu-desa, Down to the mid-
.dle of the 3rd century their Capital
was at Skandapura which Lassen has
placed at Gajalhatti, It was then
removed to Talakkad on the Kaveri’.
-(Rice’s Mysore inseriptions, Nos. 151-
157 and pp. 70, 222 and 262) Again
speaking of the conditions that pre-
vailed io the 8th century of the Chris-
tian era, H. Krisbna Sastri observes
in his masterly treatment of the Val-
vikkudy grant that ‘‘from what is
stated of the countries of Kongu and
Kerala on these inacriptions of Nedum
Jatayan, it is not dificult to see that

the former was bounded on the east
and perhaps also on the vorth by the
land of the Gangas—the Gangavadi
96,000 of the western Gangas of Tala-
kad and that on the south it extended
far bsyond Kodumndi, as even to-oover
the northern portion of the later Raja-
saryavalapadu of the Cholas which
included in it the present Musiri and
the Trichinopoly taluks. Cotmbatore
was in the western division of the
Kongu-mandalam. The king of the
Northern (Vada) Kongu was Adiyan
the Adigaiman or Adiyaman of later
inseriptions whose Capital was at
Dharmapuri, the ancient Tagadur, in
the Salem district., The Kerala coun -
try was situated on the west coast
beyond the Sahyadri mountsins and
may have included slso the southern-
most portions of the present Coimbatore
district’’. (Epigraphia Indica. Vol.
XVIL. p. 298) We thus ses that
Tagadur or the country of the Adiga-
man line of kings never formed a
permaunent part of Kerala and that it
never had the namse Kerals or Chera
country. In Asoka’s Rock edict I,
the territories of Keralaputra and
Satya-putra are separately mentioned.
Criticising the view of Mr. Govind
Pai, K. G. Sesha Aiyar, iu ‘‘Cera
kings of the Sangam period’’, identi-
fies Satiya-putra of Asoka with the
Adigaiman kings. (Cers kings of the
Sangam period pp. 18-19) If this
identification is correct, Wwe can aver
that even in the days of Asoka (B. C.
250), the territory of the Adigaimans
was a separate political unit, having
o relstion to tbe Kerala or Chera
bountry.
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was of an intimate character, The ins-
criptions on the pedestal of the Jaina
images sculptured on the sacred rock of
Tirucharanathu Malai in Chithral, an old
Jaina settlement, in South Travancore,
show that some of those images were the
presents of devotees, who belonged to
Tirunarungondai in the Tirukoilur taluk
ot South Arcot, Kudavasal in the Tanjore
district, and other distant places 27 Some
of the celebrated Jaina monks who made
settlements in the mountains of the
Madura district went from Kurandi, one
of the villages in the Agastiswaram taluk
of South Travancore?® The epigraphs
engraved on the bases of the images
found in the Kalugumalai hill of the
Tinnevelly District attest the fact that
those images were the offerings of devo-
tees, who belonged to Chitral and
Kurandi.?® [t may be remembered here
that it was the Kings of Venad or
Travancore who were described in
medieval Tamil literature and in later
Inscriptions variously as Vanchiyar-kon,30
Cheralar-kén,3! Vanchi-kuladhipa 32Van-
chi-bhipala,3  Vanchipala-kulasekhara,
K eraJa-bhupila,34 etc, and Travancore
18 even to-day known as Vanchi-désa.

27. T. A.S. Vol. I. pp. 193-195.
T. A. S. Vol. IL. p. 125.

28. T. A.S. Vol. IV. Part IT. p. 146.
29, Ibid.
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What is the date of Elini-gfan}
Mamkudi-kilar who honours this Prince
also praises the valour of the Pandya
King Talaiyalam-ka nathu-neduni.Jeliyan,
a contemporary of Palai-padiya-perum-
kodumco, who ruled over the Chera
kingdom hetween A, D. 230 and 255.3
From this synchronism we may infer that
Elini-atan lived some time about the first
half of the third century A, D. Elini-
atan was ruling over Tiruvattar more or
Jess during the same period in which
Nanjil Valluvan held sway over the
Nanjil hills. The Sangam literature is
silent as to whether at this period any
chief of the Ay Dynasty, about whom
mention was made earlier was ruling
over any part of Travancore. In the
absence of information about them we
are not justified in assuming that the Ay
kings had disappeared from Travancore
as we find from certain inscriptions of
the Oth centuwry A. D. that Karunadan,
Adakkan and Vikramadityavaragunan,
who are supposed to have descended
from the Ay dymnasty, had still hold in

Venad.36
(To be continued)
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Ibid 249.

32. Balarama Bharatam T. A. S. Vol. IV.
Part 1. P. 107 (Foot-note No. 5).

33. Tirukkanamkudi bell inseription. Ind-Ant.
Vol. II. p. 360, T. A.S. Vol. VIIL
p. 23.

34. T. A.S. Vol. VIII. p. 33.

35. K. G. Sesha Aiyar. Cera kings of the San-
gam period. p. 128.

36. T. A.S8. Vol I.OPart I.p. 3.
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