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CHAPTER T.

FROM THE EARLIEST TIMES UP 20 925 M. E. THE YEAR
OF THIRUPADIDANOM.

_ Close connection between political history and land vevenue system—Origiu of
Jeumom tenure—~Incidence of jenmom teuure—IKarly history. \Want of yelinble data—
Parthivasekbarapuram grant—Coustitution of lttaravogawm—Sripandaravaga lands—
Duportance  of Devaswomns from the earliest times—Tuxes in vogue in the 3urd century
a. 5. at Cape Comorin—Gift of lands to Cape Coorin temple Ly the Pandian king—
Anuexation of Nanjinad—Administeation of Nuanjinad in the carly days—Old limits of
Travancore—OJd administrative divigions and special tenures— Manalikara  inscription
of 410 a. .—DExistence of some special taxes—Crigin of Sreépadom Edavagn—Control
over Vycome teinple—Reigu of Chers Udaya Martlianda Varmah—Special taxes for the
support of the army avd navy—Counstruction of Veerapu)i Dam—Exemption from cer-
tain taxes granted to the Paravas of Cape Comorin—Cess known as Anjali—~Remission
of taxesin Nanjinad owing to Thiramala Naik’s invasion—Vilinjam granted toithe English
Jast India Company—Territorial divisions i 39 M. B —Anjengo granted to the Koglish
Kast Todia Company—Tactory of the Dancs at Bdawa—Administeative changes in the
8th centnry—Troubles in Nanjinad—Edawa granted to the English iu 901 a. E.—Crigin
of Kilimanar Edavaga—Land Revenue system and administration in 903 M. E.—Grants
of land by sovereigus for veligions and charitable purposes—Origin of Sirkac lands—
Commencement of modern history, 904 ». k.—Gardens in Palatady and Kottudali
granted to the Anjeogo factory —Construction of the Puthen Dam and Puthcnar
Channel—Sovereiguty of Attingal transferred by the Rani to the Maharajal—Settic-
ment of 914 M. E.—Main features of that settlewent— A vailalle vecords relating there-
to—Period of the scttlement operations—Scope of the settleiment—Tevures in vogue—
Lxtra cesses——Analogy between Sivkar and Sripandaravaga tenures—Items of infor-
mation contained in the available records—O0ld featurex still in existence—Augmentation
ot the State Ayacut due to Martbanda Virmah Rajal’s extensivo conijuegts—Irriga-
tion works in Nanjinad—Construction of irvigation tauks in Nanjinad—Constitution of
the village and talik organization—Thirupadidanom in 925 3. .

In all countries, the land revenue system is closely connccted
with and mostly deteymined Dby its political
Close conuection  Thjstory. It is well known that as soon as o
hetween political Lis- giat0 §s formed or acquired by conquest or treaty,
tory and laod revenue . ; . T )
aystenn. the ruling power considers it its first duty to
settle the land revenue. The administration of
the Jand including the ascertainment and collection of the land
revenue is the chief function and the main-stay of the central
Government. It is natural, therefore, that with every change in the
ruhng power and the vicissitudes in the political history, the land
revenue system should undergo modifications in a greater or less
degree. This is exemplified in the history of all countries. In Irlia,
aE_ the time of (he Aryan conquest and colonization, a land revenue
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system based on the precepts and principles laid down by the ancient
Naw-givers was introduced, which continued for several centurics with
Jocal variations in regard to minor details without affecting the miin
principles of the system. The main principle was that the Sovereign
or State was entitled to a share of the produce. With the advent ol
the Mahomnedan power, this s¥stem underwent some change
Though ‘the principle of taking a shage of the produce as the vevenmie
due to Government was recognised,” the extent of the lands was
brought under calculation and a luup sum was fixed for each aren
and the revenue was farmed out among a numbey of officials or local
agents who, in course of time, rose in importance and assumed regal
functions. The British Government who succeeded the Mahomedan
rulers maintained the system adopted by the latter, but introduced
several important changes calculated to remove anomalies, reduce the
burden and secure uniformity and fixity in the Government demand.
This was effected by gradual changes which found their consummna-
tion in a scienbific survey and settlement which, with all its imperfec-
tions, is the pride and glory of the British Indian admonistration.

Travancore, as forming an integral pavt of Kerala, hags had 3
peculiar origin and history, which has given it a land revenue system
unique 1n many respects. Unlike the rest of Kerala, Travancore has
continued all along without being conquered or subjugated by any
foreign power. This has enabled it to retain the old system uninr-
paived. As observed by the compiler of the ‘Selections from the
Records of Travancore’, ““ Travancore is one of the very few remnain-
ing specimens of a pure Hindu Government, the institutions of which
have never been aflected by Mahomedan conquest”. In no respecl
is this more true than in regard to the land revenue system obtain-
img in Travancore.

2. The most striking feature of the Travancore land revenue
system, which is traceable toits eavrly pobtical
Origin of jepmom ten-  history, is the ‘jenmom ’ tenure which 1s peculiar
ure. in its origin and incidence of taxation. There
are different theories regarding the ovigin of the ‘jenmom’ tenure
which bave been propounded by various authorities. The following
extracts contamn some of the important pronouncements on the
question : :

Sir T. Madava Row's Memo on the Jenmi and Tenant
question. pp. 2-3.

“7. A Jenmi is often termed a landlord. But, it must be
clearly understood and also always remembered that a Jenmi,
though certainly a landlord, is a peculiar kind of landlord.

“8.  Any person, who holds a pattah from a Collector in g Bui-
tish District and under 1t holds lands from the British Ge
s ~cnt subject to Government tax move or less, is called a las
m ordinary language. Even in Travancore, any coffee {‘

I
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“or indeed any ryot who holds lands under a grant [row the
Sivkar &c., is or may be called a landlord. But, be it remember-
ed. sueh landlords ave not Jenmas.

“9. A Jenmi differs from such landlords in that he does not
derive his title to lands from the Sirkar de. His title to the
Jenmom lands is inherents >He is, so far as his Jenmom lands
are concerned, a little territgrial sovereign in a limited sense.  He
is landlord of his Jenmom domair exactly in the sense in which
this Sirkar is landlord of all the land it grants to plantevs and
indeed to all ryots in general; in the sense in which the British
Government is landlord of all the Ryotwaree lands of the East
Coast Zillahs of the Madvas Presidency.

10, It is necessary, in view to avoid errvors and misconcep-
tions, to familiarize the mind to this definition of a Jenmai.

“11. The origin of Jenmom property may be briefly explained
here with a view to make the nghts of Jenmis clear. Kerala
Dasom (in which Travancore is included) was originally con-
quered by Parasurama, and this great warvior parcelled out the
conquered lands among a limsted nmnbér of Brahmins. The
Brahmins then became territorial lords, each independent of the
rest. IFrom that early age, the lands have descended with the
tenure almost unimpaived. The Jands so belonging to each
Brahmin are said to constitute his Jenmom, and the Brahmin
himself is called a Jenmi. These lands, so long as they continue
in possession of the Jenmi, are free of all taxation. To this day
this exemption continues in full force.

“12. “ Jenmom lands are precisely what are in Europe called
allodial properties as contra-distingnished from feudal.

“18. It must be clear from what has been stated that all the
lands in Travancove Dbelong to a body of Jenmis. There are no
lands that do not belong to some Jenmi or other.

“14. Be it remembered that the Suwkar itself is one of these
Jenmis, it having come to possess Jenmon lands by gifi, pw-
chase, escheat, confiscation and other ways. Ibisonlya great
Jenmi, great in the sense that its Jenmom property is extensive.

‘J\’\I’\i\f’\lt"a\ny person wants land in Travancore, he must obtain
it from, and bold it of, some one of the body of Jenmis, . ¢., from

/the Sivkar, which is the chief Jemmi, or from some other
Jenmi.” _
The Madras Revenue Register, Vol. IV. pp. 34-36 (1870).

“We are indebted to the Lndian Econonast for an explanation
of the peculiav chavacter of the tenure on which land is ¢waed on
_the Western Coast. Unfortunately, the source to which we

reveppint presents us with but pavt of an able paper on the sub-
t, Ly that talented indigenous statesman, Siv T. Madava

degrecf
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“Row, K, ¢. s. L, the Dewan, or Prime Minister, of the Mahataju

of Travancore ; and we have, therefore, thought it best to defc |
extracting the Dewan’s memorandum into our columns until ~#e
are In & posibion to present it n its entirety to owr rea,dex\?.
Meanwhile, it may be of interest to our veaders to know what
genmum and jenmee veally mean. | Any practitioner who has had te
deal with appeals fron the Western Coast must be familiar with
these naines and several others; but we dave venture 6o say that
he will own hiruself to have been often puzzled with the com-
plication of questions connected with holdings, which have pass-
ed through a vaviety of stages from the full propuetorship of o
Jenmee to the precarvious tenure of a conditional kanomdar.  Of
course, Siv 1. Madava Row confines his attention to the lands
comprised within the Travancore Sivlkalr; but there is no dounbt
that the state of things which prevails in that territory prevails
also in the adjoning lands of British Malabar. DBefore one in-
volves himself in the mazes ol sub-tenancy, it will Le advant-
ageous to know what ave the elementary principles of Jand-own-
mg on the Western Coast. Lhe oviginal land-owner is called
A jenmee, and his.estate is ca'led s jenmunt, As Tar a5 we- ave
aware, we have 1o corresponding Tandlord and estate in the
Madras Presidency, with the exception of Malabar, answering
to the description of a jenmee and his jenmum. The neavest ap-
proach 1s a murasdar ; but not only does great uncertainty pre-
vall as to the exact fitle of & nuvasdar; but as will appear, he
differs in one great essential, which completely takes away from
any resemblance to the Malayalum landlord. From what the
Travancore Dewan tells us, the jenmee is the heveditary pro-
prietor of the soil, paying no tax whatever to the Sovereign. If
the mirasdar is what he professes himself to be, he may be the
heveditary owney of the soil, but he does not escape the-payment
ol assessment to the State for the land he enjoys. Heren is the
distinction.  The jenmee of the Malayalum country is an absolute
{reeholder, and possesses entire immunity from all taxation o)

account of his land. This state of things is attributed to an ac

of the great warrior Parasu Rama, who, our readers ave doubt-
less aware, was the uncompromising champion of the Brahmins,

and is smd to have even exterminated the Chatryas (or king's
caste) for an msult offered to the superior tribe. The whole of

Kerala Desum, in which Travancore is included, was conquered,

it appears, by Parasu Rama, and by him allotted to 3 nwmber of
Brahmins as absolute owners. We have heard, however, of

another tradition which attvibutes the creation itself of Malabax

to the great power of Parasu Rama. This tradition states that

the whole of the Wesiern Coast was once submerged, and that

Parasu Rama commanded the ocean to retire, and thus reclaimed

Malabar towards the end of the Krita yuga; and that ibisin

connnemoration of this mode of acquisition, that the giving of

water to drink by the jenmee to his transferee is a necessary

sym}eoi of every such transfer. These Brahmin proprietors, who

|
{
N
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“ were the recipients of Parasu Rama’s munificence, and Wi, supesior
known as Numboories, were not merely feudal lovds, hat . ghe sover-
territorial lords, each independent of the rest, and each inde,
dent as to his possession of the State, therein again differing fromn
mirasdars, who hold in common. The Sirkav itself has no pro-
perty in the soil, except in those lands or estates which have
been acquired in the way of purchase, gift, or escheat; and in
this respect, it becomes no nfove nov less than a jenmee, like any
other jenmee holding origindl proprietorship. Thus, a jenmee in
Malabar differs altogether fromx the landlords of the rest of the
Madras Presidency, who, whether as Zemindars, Mutahdars, o

ryots, hold entirely of the Government. As Sir T. Madava Row

\puts it, the title of the jenmee is inherent; and, as far as his
jenmum lands are concerned, he is ‘ @ little territorial sovereign’
by virtue of ownership. In other words, ‘jenmum lands are
precisely what ave, in Ewrope, called allodial properties, as con-
tradistinguished from feudal.’ @Y 6 alt know what fendal means.
Notwithstanding its immediate Teutonic derivation, it evidently
comes from the Latin word fdelitas, signifying obligation or
fealty to a superior. Thus a fief, or feudal tenuve, was the right
of a tenant to hold lands or hereditaments in trust fov his lord,
the tenant using and taking the profits of the land hereditarily,
and rendering in return certain services to his loxd ; the property
of the soil, however, always remaining in the lord ox superi&d-'abho_
On the other hand, allodial Jand was that which was held invgpia)
dependently of a Jord paramount; an allodium being a freehold'qpgs
estate which was the absolute property of the owner, subject to 1.
no renb, service, ov acknowiedgment of a superior. It is said 1&
that in England theve is no allodial land, all land being held of -~
the Crown, while in Amevica property 1s mostly allodial ; and

this -would appear to be the c¢ase in the Malavalum country
from the civcumstance of its oviginal partition among, and free

bestowal on, the Numboory Brahmins by the conquerovr Parasu

Rama. '

“This would undoubted!y appear to be the theory of original
ownership of the soil on the Western Coast ; but we doubt whether
practically it exists in the present day within that part of the Mala-
yalum country which has fallen to the British Government. We
cannot think that the paw of the lion has not been laid on the °
Malabar landlords, and that one way or anothev all land in that
province has not been made to contribute its quota to the great
Land Revenue of the countrv. l.et us, however, confine omr-
selves to the Western Coast theory of landed rights, which Sir
T. Madava Row assnres us is strictly respected in practice within
the lhnits of the Travancove Sivkar ; for he distinetly states that
there the Jenmum lands, ' so long as they continue in possession
of the Jenmee, arc free of all taxation,” and that the exemption
continues in full force to the present day. The Sivkar iteelf is .
but a jenmee, as vespects those lands which it has acquired by
escheat, or otherwise; and, as respects othev Jands belonging te




LAND REVENUER JTISTORY. [crar T,

"Lprivate jenmies, it has no more right over then than one jenmee
of gs~over any land which is not his jenmum. The theovy, then,
“in Malabar and the practice in Travancore ave, if a wan wants
land, he must obtain it from, and hold it under, some jenivee.
Except in the case of waste lands, we presume that but very
little land is now at the disdosal of the jeninies, all cultivable
land having passed into the hands of the real landlords, while
theoretically ownership still coritinues in the oviginal propurietofs.
Indeed, the Travancore Dewan tells us that such is the case.
He says: 'In value and area such lands’, i ¢, jenmuam lmjlds,
“are of great impovtance, and they are held by thousands offin-
dividuals. The primary owners of such properties are moktly
the Numboory Brahmins; but the lands are actually in possession
of others in the character of tenants’.”

Hi Highness the late Maha Rajah’s contrihution to a
Calcutta Magazine.

‘“According to all legends and all available evidence, the
Malabayr Coast was populated by Aryan emigrants from the east-
ern side of the ghauts. It is equally a fact that the priestly class
not only predominated among the emigrants, but actually mono-
polised the whole of the land of their adoption to themselves, the
rest of the emigrant population being their drawers of water and
-hewers of wood, their serfs or at the most, their tenants-at-wil.
But to stereotype the configuration of society {ov all time to come,
~ .as much an impossibility as to fix that of the clouds of the sky.
Aggregations and segregaibions of power, influence and wealth,

“must ever and anon go on under the guidance of the universal law
of struggle for existence and survival of the best. Those priests
ave the wisest. and consequeutly the most powexful, who, without
directly arrogating secular power to themselves, can bring into
the meshes of their moral influence, those in whose hands that
universal law places such power. The ecclesiastics of the Malabar
Coast knew this as instinctively as the ecclesiastics of Rome.
But they had the additional advantage of having something more
solid than benedictions and indulgences to confer upon their poli-
tical stewards, viz., sovereignity of the land which exclusively
belonged to them. They were equally wise and fav-sighted in
another step they took. They foresaw that the halo of sanct-
ity which encircled themselves might not be proof against
the gradual degeneracy of religious feelings which tine must pro-
duce, and the consequent encroachment upon their supremacy in
the land. And they constitutionalized that sanctity by demis-
ing large tracts of land and their revenues to certain temples
built and consecrated by them. Men who would not hesitate 0
rob a priest may still hesitate 10 commit sacrilege on an object of
general religious worship.  Of these temples, the priests assumed
the proprietory wardenship. Almost every temple of note had a
synod of these priestly wardens. They invited the leading layman
or chief to a membership of the synod and entrusted to him the
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“stewavdship ol the whole temple domain, subject to their supctior
authority. Thus avose those rich temples. Thus arose the sover-
cignties of the Malabar Coast.”

Dewan Mr. Sashiah Sastri’'s Administration Report for
1048 and 1049.

“9200. Jenmom lands~—The Jenm lands may be sub-divided
“into (1) Davaswon, (2) Brawaswomn, those held by pagodas,
and those by Brahmins.

“901. The normal condition of the Jenm fenure is absolute
freedom from tax of any kind and the tenure dates from the re-
nmotest period of antiquity when according to tradition the
‘Kerala' country was reclaimed from the sea and parcelled out
by Parasu Rama among a colony of Brafmaens, who ave still known
as the sixty-four villagers ov communities.

““902. The tenuve, however, ceases the moment 1t passes in-
to alien hands (thatis, nob jenmis) for a money consideration
whatever the nature of the transaction.

“903. The mere letting out of the lands for annual rent to a
tenant for whatever period does not vitiate the tenuvre.

«p04, The moment an alienation (kanum ov mortgage) does
take place, the land becomes liable to a light tax called Rajabho-
gan) amounting in the case of gardens to ¢ ov g of the full vental
(Venpauttom or Kundapauttom,) and in the case of paddy lands
to neatly the same proportions of grain rent, that s, s, 5 or s
of the' quantity of sced required to sow the land, while the full
grain-rent “would be represented by an average of 3 fimes the’
quantity of seed. Thus, if the Kundapauttom of the alienated
garden was fanaws 100, the Rajabhogam (or Karum) or tax
would be nearly 164 ov 12} fanams avd, in the case of paddy
lands, if the land was one parah khandum, that is a block of land
which would require one patah of seed, the full grain-rent would
he 3 pavahs. The light tax chatrgeable would be only §, %, T's of
one parah.

«005. Even if the mortgage is afterwards redecnzed by the
Jenmi, the light tax continues to sit on the back of the land for
cver and ever at the same rate without variation except for worse,
that is, if in this condition the mortgagee dies heirless, the Sircar
seizes the tenure, (2. ¢, succeeds to the mortgagee's money){
transfers the land to the head ‘Sicar’ and pays to the Jenri
(landlord) the residue of rent (Micha,varoq.\) if any was paid to
him by the deceased. Again, if the land is abandoned (Nirthw)
by the Kanom holder on account of its becoming uz{mﬁ‘t for
cultivation, from various causes, it is at once @1‘@ngfer1'ed to S'lrctn'
and granted as a new Sircar Pattom tenure, if it is ever reclatmed.

«90g. A Jenmi, asarule, never alienates absolutely (Uttipare)
excepb b0 otherJenmis whether Brahmins or Davaswouns (Pagodas.)
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“207. . The ‘Madambimars’ ave, in common parlance, also
called Jenmis, though strictly speaking they ave not, because
their lands are sus generis, subject to the Rajablogam whether in
their own hands or alienated to others. They ave generally Nairs
or others sof Brahmins,

“208. These also seldom alienate by wbsolute salc; if they
do, the tenuve is extinguished as with Jenmom Jands, the land s
transferred to ‘Sircar,’ the purchase money, less a fine of 25 per
cent. is given credit for, and interest is allowed on the 75 per
cent. only, the remainder of interest being a.dzled‘ to the exist-
ing Rajabhogam Karom, which will still be much short of full
Pattomwr or rent of the land. At every alienation, however, this
fine of 25 per cent. is levied till some times the purchase money
entirely disappears, and interest added fo Rajabhogam which
continues unabated may absorb all the »ental and even exceed
it.”’ :

His Highness the late Maha Rajah’s Memo dated 10th May 1882
on ““Janmi and Kanam Rights in Travancore.”

“2. Unpbke in the greater portion of British India where,
in theory the Government is the Liord of all lands, in the
Malabay coast, including Travancore, there are Janmis, mostly
Brahmins, who have from time immemornial, been unquestionably

accepted as lords of the greater portion of the land.
s % * * B

“14. The Janmus were sovercigns at one time or rather they
had the power of making or electing sovereigns. They were
very much in the same position as the Electors of Gerimany—the
Grand Dukes, DLandgraves, Margraves &c., of the Middle Ages.
As such their power in the long ran was supevior even to the
person that wielded sovereign power for the time being, for they
could, by combined influence, make or unmake a sovereign while
the sovereign could never inuke or unmake a Jani.

“15.  Such was their position.  But the all sweeping influ-
ence of time has effected a complete revolulion. The gradual
formation of native dynasties, their permanency and aggrandise-
ment of political power, the conquests of Tippu Sultan and lastl y
the advent of the Buitish Government, have completely changed
that ovder of things. The Janmis who had more than sovereign
powers formerly are now virtually ordinary subjects.

“They bhave no power or privileges of sovereignty. They
cannot levy taxes, make war, dispense justice, punish crime or
compel a defaulting tenant to pay his dues. The very fact of
their resorting to the established law Courts of the realm proves
their acceptance of their position as subjects and the recognition
of the same by the Statc.” B °
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Dewan Mr. Ramiengar's Settlement Memorandum.
pp. 11-13. '

“46. The land tenures of Travancore may be classed under
two broad heads :(—

I. Jenmom.
II. Siwrkar.

The former is of three kinds—namely :—

(@) Jenmom lands which are entirely free-hold and exempt
from payment of any revenue to Government under any circam-
stances,

(b) Jenmom lands which originally are exewmpt from the
payment of any revenue to Government, but which subsequently
become liable to it wnder certain conditions, and

(¢) Jenmom propetty subject ab initio to the paymens$ of a
light demand.

“47. Of the first class are certain entire proverties and desoms
ox tracts of territory and a few detached garders belonging to indi-
viduals or institutions, which are exempt from tasation of any
kind and are wholly free from Government interference in  mat-
ters of revenue administration. * * *

“48. TUnder the second head (b) fall all Devaswoms and Brah-
maswoms which are ounly other names for what ave called Deva-
dayams and Brahmadayas on the other coast. They are in
other words property belonging to pagodas and Brahmins
respectively. The former ave represented by their managers,
the latter by the descendants of the original jenmies.

““49. The pecubarities of this jenmom tenure are :—

(1) That its normal condition is absolute freedom from tax-
ation.

(2) That this condition ceases the moment the land passes
into the hands of others than Devasicom or Brakmin Jenmis for
2 money consideration, provided that the mere letting out of the
lands to a tenant for vent does not vitiate the tenure.

(3) That on such alienation taking place, the land becomes
Jiable to light tax to Government called rajabhogam which is a
fee or light tax paid in acknowledgment apparently of fealty to
the Sovereign. The rate of vajabhogam varies and is said to be
b, % 1, 1 or}of the full assessment. Except the first two
rates, however, the others are exceptional.

(4) That the light assessment continues for ever a burden

on the estate, even though the kanom is redeemed.

(5) That if the kanomaax dies heirless, the land lapses fo the
Sirkar, the Jenmi being entitled only to any residue of remt
(michavarom) payable to him by the deceased, and

L. . M. 1V,

«“
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6y That if the kanomdar abandons the land as unfit for
cultivation (nivthal), the Sixkar takes it and grants it again to any
body who asks for 1t ou fwl assessment. * * ¥

“51., The third head (¢) comprises all Jenmow lands held by
what are called Madambimars who are genevally Naiv or other
chieftains not Brahmins. The characteristics of this tenurve
are :—

(1) That the lands are from the beginning subject to the
rajabhogam tax which is levied whether they ave i the hands of
the Madambimars or others,

(2) That the tenure holds good so long as the land is not
alienated by absolute sale, and

(8) That if an absolute sale takes place, the tenure becomes
extinguished and the land is transferred to amnother class of
tenures called Otti which will be noticed further on. *

“53. All lands other than Jenmom are known as Pandaravagai
or Sirkar property. Both the theory and practice in respect tothem
13 that Govermment is primarily the land-lord and that whatever
rights in them vest in the ryots have been derived from the
State. If the theory that originally all lands were Jenmom pro-
perty is correct, doubtless the Sivkar Jands wre Jands which in
process of time have become vested in the Government by
escheat or otherwise. ”

Mr. Shungarasoobyer's Memorandum on Settlement,
appended to Mr. Ramiengar's Memorandum.

“13. The proprietary interest in the Jenmom lands is consider-
ed.as inherent in the individual owners and not devived from the
State. This is their distinguishing feabure.

“l4. The Jenmom tenwre s of two kinds (I) frec-hold and (II)
taxable. * R K % ¥

“19. The Jenmom lands of the taxable class are liable to the
nominal rate of Rajabhogam and nothing more.

“20. The Devaswom and Brahmaswom holdings, however,
have a peculiar tenure which distinguishes them from the rest.

“21. They are exempt from taxation of any kind so long as
they remain in the hands of their Jenmies.

“22.  This tenure, however, ceases the moment the lands pass
into alien hands for a money consideration,

“23. The Rajabhogam tax is then levied, as in the case of other
Jenmom lands of the taxable class and it is never discontinued
though the lands may be redeemed.

“24. In fact, the effect is the ordinary Jenmom tenure ye-
placing the exceptional one,
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“25. The exceptional tenure in respect of Devaswom and Brah-
maswomy prevalls in this country alone. In the neighbouring
State of Cochin, these ave treated on the same footing with the
others, being subject to the payment of the Rajabhogam tax all
along.

“26. In other particulars al)l the Jenmom lands nunder the
head (II) are treated alike.

“27. 1f the alienec who has a money intevest in the land dies
heirless, the property lapses to the Sirkar, the Jenmy being en-
titled only to the Michavaram iz case of mortgage.

“28. Where the land is abandoned by the mortgagee and
cnterved as Nirthal, the Sirkar has the right of granting it on the
Pattom tenure.

“29. In cases of outright sale by Jenmies, which seldom occurs,
the practice appears to be to convert the tenure into ‘Sivkar Otty
under the ordinary Ottivilakkom process. No instances of such
sale are ever known in vespect of Devaswom and Brahmaswom
properties and doubts are entertained as to the usage in that con-
nection.

“30. There are certaln exceptional cascs where Devaswom and
Brahmaswom properties are taxed from the beginning.

“31. There are also cases whevre lands of this and other Jen-
mom classes arc permanently tax free.

“32. Tt is a noteworthy point that the weve circumstance of a
land being the property of a Jenmy does not bring it under any
of the tenures above described. Those tenures are confined only
to the lands recognised us Jenmom in the Government accounts.”

Mr. Kunhiraman Nair's Memo on Land Tenures.

“19. The main object here is simply the consideration of the
existing statc of the relations between Jenmies and Kanapattom
tenants and for this parpose to determinc the origin of Jenmies
and jenmon lauds as also the rights and liabilities of the Jenmies
with regard to Kunapattom Kudiyans. To these questions, we
must address ourselves, but a passing preliminaty allusion to the
ancicnt—social and political—organisation of the country which
gave birth to this system of land latws is necessary to render the
whole subject inteiligible.

“90. The organisation of the countbry for social and political
purposes may be said to have been of the pure Hindu type. The
unit of the social system was the joint family which happily sur-
vives to the present day and a number of joint families belonging
to the eavly settlers in, or colonists of, Keralam associated them-
sclves for political and administrative purposes and established
village communities, the Brahmin village communities being
designated Gramoms, and the non-Brahmin, Kara, Pitaka, Cheri,
and Muri, and later on, Desom, According to Kerala Ufppathy
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“(sald to have been recorded probably in the 17th century of the
Christian era by Thunchathu Ramanujan otherwise ealled Thun-
chathu KEzhuthachan who may be called the father of Mala-
yalam literature) and other traditional accounts, the Brahmins
who had been prevailed upon by sage Parasu Rama, the Con-
queror or disecoverer of Kerula, to colonise his new dominions and
who, it 18 said, were rewarded by him with the gift of the whole
land, after fixing the taras (Nair villages) and Sankethams (liter-
ally appointed places or a division of the Brahmin dominions
- answering somewhat to the linglish Pale in Ireland), established
sixty four Gramoms or Brahmin villuges and introduced a sort of
Republican Government. The actnal Government was vested in
four Kayakoms or Councils elected as representatives of the sixty
four Gramoms, assisted, or presided over, by an Officer styled
Raksha Purushan (Protector) who was fo be elected by the whole
body as their Executive Officer and to remain in oflice for a
period of three years each. Bach Kayaokom further eclected
an Avarodha Nampi to serve as u sort of Councillor to the Raksha,
Purushan and lands adequate for the support of these officers
were assigned to them severally. The office of Raksha Purushan
subsequently fell into disuse on the appearance in the counfry of
some foreign Hindu Noblemen who under the style and designa-
tion of Perumals (or great personages), were allowed to rule the
country for 12 years each, but was, at a luter period, revived with
all the privileges of the Perumals. Another sel of Perumals then
succeeded. The installation of the first Perwnal is said to have
happened in Pushya (8th Lunar Asterism) in the ionth of Maghom
mm Karkadakam Vyuazhiam which, as has been ascertained from
the Kali year given, was A. D. 216. Thisduy incyeleof Jupiter
thus became important in the history of Keralam and a great
feast in comemoration of the event called * Mamankom ' in which
all the Rajahs of Keralam, including Travancore, took part, used for
& long time to be held in Tirunavaye in South Malabar.

“21. Mr. Jonathan Duncan, the Governor of Bombay, thus
wrote about this festival in the fivst voluine of the ‘ Transactions of
the Bombay Literary Society': ‘At the end of this feast (Maman-
kom), all prior leases of the lands were considered to Le at an end,
and fresh grants werc to be obtained at the beginning of the next
reign. In all the principal deeds, the position of Jupiter is to be
mentioned. This practice is continued even up to the present
day.” The third of the latter set of Perumuls shook off the Brah-
min yoke and established a sort of absolute monavchy, but that
his sway extended throughout the whole of Keralam seems
doubtful. At the close of his reign, he is said o have parcelled

out his dominions among the Rajahe and others subordinate
to him.

“22. The original arvangement for the internal adininistration
of the country by w_l]:_ngc communities continued, however, fora
very long fime notwithstanding changes in the form of central
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“Government. ‘The village community’, Lo nse the words of Liord
Charles Metcalfe, ‘possessed an inherent vitality in itself which
preserved it awid the revolutions of power and the changes of
dynastics. It was a little Republic having its own territory and
its own municipal Government under s head-man.’ These
head-men belonging to non-Brahmin classes were, in later times,
designated by the generic title of Matampimars and consist of
Kymals, Karthas and Itaprabhoos. These and other leading men
were, ab a very early time, allowed to take for themselves a por-
bion of the land within their respective jurisdiction in return for
the protection afforded by them to the rest of the community in
the same way as the oviginal Raksha Purushans or Protectors.

“23. Land-taxes were unknown in Keralam in ancient days.
The Ruler—be he Raksha Purushan, Avarodhs Nampi, Desadhi-
paty, Natu Vazhi, or Raja,—derived his income from other sources
than land-tax. The Rajahs and Perumals also do oot appear to
have exacted regular land-tax until a period when the necessity
for warlike preparations ceased, though, when powerful enough,
they levied forced contributions from land-holders in cases of
emergency.

“24. The Brahmins in Kerala were, at a very early period,
shrewd enough to foresce that the halo of sanctity which encircled
themselves might not be proof against the gradual degeneracy of
religious feelings which time must produce, and they consti-
tutionalised that sanctity by assigning large tracts of land and
their revenues to certain temples built and consecrated by them.
The actual Governors or Rulers of several villages (Desoms) and
latterly of Nadus (Provinces) imitating the example of Brahmins,
founded and endowed other temples. Other persons also did the
same. '

“25. -In later times the country was divided fox thie pwrpose of
adminigtration into Neds (Districts ox Provinces), of which there
were ab one time 17, and sub-divided into Desoms (villages). The
most successful of the village head-men, Gramadhipathies or
Madampies, ripened in a few instances into Chiefs of Nadus in
some places, and their domain was known by the names of
Swarupoms and Edavakays. The village head-men were known
in some places as Desavazhies and, in others, as Madampies.
Desavazhies were at one tine the sole proprietors of lands in their

- respective villages and they enjoyed in addition the following
rights if we are to credit the fraditions cwrent among the
people’: )

(1) The Ambalapati or the divection of the religious cere-
monies of the village pagoda.

(2) The Uraima ov the margement of Pagoda lands and
tenants.. : .
 © (8) The controt of all village cevemonies, suck semarrisge &c.
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“(4) Desadbipathvam or the general superintendence of all
affairs of the desom or village.

“26. The ranks of these pelty Clvels in Travancore received
additions from other sowrces. Namputhir: Brahmins, who held
sway over the Devaswoms or pagodas possessing immense wealth
and landed property, invoked the assistauce of Samuantha Kshe-
trias, and these managed the Devaswoms under the designation of
Koviladhikarikals. The Devaswoms exercised sovereign functions
within the limits of their landed property as did wealthy classes
of Brahmins generally within the Lmits of their Sankethoms
(tracts assigned to Brahmins). The lile and liberty of the Devu-
swom fenants were at one time at the mevcy of these Devaswomn
communities.

“27. The vanous small petty chief-ships and Nadus (provin-
ces) which, on the disappearance of Pexumals probably in the 8th or
Jth century of the Christian Era, passed under the independent.
rule of their respective native princes and feudatavies—probalbly
the nominees of the Cheraman Perumal or the descendants of the
ancient princes—maintained their sway in Malabar down to the
epoch of the Mahomedan conquest, and in Travancove down to the
17th and 18th century when the leading or paramount State in
Travancore subdued all the rest of the Rajahs and petty Chiefs
and extended its dominions originally confined to o swall tract
of country in and about the village stiil known by the name of
Thivavithancode (Travancore) to Parwr and Alengad on the nortb.

“28. Nounc of the petty Rulers of various Nadus composing
the modern Travancore were probably powerful enough to bring
the subordinate chiefs under them into the meshes of their influ-
ence, and in the absence of a centralised system of Government,
Madampimars, Temples and Bralhmins exercised practically all the
vights of sovereignty, nominally yielding fealty to some para-
mount power. There is a tradition vecorded in the Kerala
Ulppathy that the actual internal administration of the counbry
was left by the Perumals with the Brahmins during the Perumnal
period which lasted for several cenburies, the Perumaly confining
themselves to the duty of protecting the country from foreign and
domestic foes.

#29. The Chiefs, principal and petty, had their own private
domains held in absolute proprietory right, and their revenues con-
sisted, besides the produce of their own private jenmom lands, of
customs duaties on trade, mint duties, escheats of ntestate property,
poll-taxes, taxes on professions, a variety of royalties on carda-
moms and other indigenous products, the wrecks of vessels
stranded on the coast, presents on festival days, and occasional
contributions on extraordinary exigencies.

“30. Theexercise by Devaswoms and Madawpies of thc rights
of sovereignty was, in later times, when the whole of Travancore
became united ix one Sovereign, found incompatible with the
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“ welfare and progress of the society at large, and the rights and
privileges of Madampimars and others similarly placed were one
by one curtailed in the last, and in the beginning of the present
centuary.

“31, The private Jenmon lands of Madampimars and of petty
Rajshs and Chiefs were, in dbweral instances, confiscated by the
Sirkar for acts of rebellion agid other causes, and so also has been
o large extent of lands appestaining to wealthy temples "number-
ing 378, the management of which was assumed by the Sirkar in
the year 987 during the administration of the State by Colonel
Munro as Dewan.

“32. From what has been stated above, it may easily be gath-
vered that the lands must, in ancient days, have been owned by
four classes of community, viz :—

(a) The Malabar Brahmiuns who were the first to occupy the
land at Jeast in places where their commumty had established
themselves,

() The pagodas or religious mstitutions founded and end-
owed by Brahmins and others,

(¢) Rajahs and local Chieftains, and
(d) Madampimars, ¢. ¢., Heads of villages.

“83. All these classes have long regarded the property in land
a3 thelr own private property and the ruling feature in regard to
the tenure of land may be said to be this, that all land is private
property of the joint family or other corporation (Illom, Mana,
Matom, Ttavaka and Tarawad) and that it is distributed amongst
a multitude of proprietors and land-lords of various classes and
conditions from the Ruler (Rajah), Nobles (Itavakas or Sworu-
powms) and religious institutions (Devaswoms) with their large
estates, Kandu-krishi or Thanathu lands tilled by their once pre-
dial slaves and tenants-at-will, down to the petty Madampimar |
and Kudi-jenmies filling their own land. The private property
in land possessed by these classes has, from ancient times, been
distinguished by the word ‘Jenmown’ derived from Sanscrit
and signifying birth-right, that of the subject races belonging to
the non-Brahminical race being also distinguished at later times
by the word Kudi-jenmom signifying the birth-right of Kudi or
subjects. This private property may be said to be more ancient,
and probably more perfect than that of Tnglish land-lords.

“34. Thelong disputed gquestion in British India, namely, whe-
ther private property in land existed before theBritish rule or be-
fore the beginning of the present century, has happily not arisen
here. If, as has been stated by eminent statesmen, the property in
land, as a transferable mexcantile commodity absolutely owned 4nd
passing from hand to hand like chattel, is an indication of the°
advanced stage of civilization, Travancore may justly claim to
have long attained that distinction but for the existence in some
quarters of the idea that the properties of Malabar Brahmins—
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« Brahmaswoms—can only be transferred in fee simple or jenmom
to the members of their own caste, that if transferred to non-
Brahmin classes by out-right sales, they will be subjected by
Govermment to the process of what is locally known as Ottivilak-
kom, that is, of converting the pwrchaser into a mortgagee of the
land under the Sirkar for thetprice actually paid by him to his
vendor. This supposed rule, however, has not, as yet been judi-
cially recognized, and it is doubiful if it will stand the test of
scrutiny. Of this, however, we may have to speak further on,
(See Memo, Part 1I, Para 22).

@35 Tt may, generally speaking, be stated that the condition of
landed propevty desired by the British Government for the Fast
Coast where the Administrators—Mahomedan and others—prior
to the British, had practically abolished private landed estate by
vaising the Government demand, so as to absorb thewlole of the
surplus produce, is found to exist here in all its vigour. The
Sirkar takes little or nothing from the produce of Jands owned
in fee simple or jenmom by private persons, and the whole or
major portion of the produce is shared between the owner and the
cultivator.

«“36. The private property in land distingwished by the term
jenmom or birth-right is, in the Government accounts, distinguish-
ed by the term ‘ Thanathu’ (that which is one’s in all its fuil-
ness)—in other words, the allodial property of the holder of the

tenure.

«37  Inthe earliest survey and settlementsaid to have been
made in the year 926, and in the revised scttlements of the years
948 and 978, conducted on a comprehensive scale and embracing
almost all the arable lands and gardens in the State, the Brahmin
possessions have been recorded as Brahmaswom Thanathu, that
is, the allodial property of Brahmins, and the State has, 1 con-
formity with the precepts of the Hindu Law, which says ‘ A king
even though dying with want must not receive any tax from a
Brahmin Jearned in the Vedas—Manun C. 7. Sloka 133 —exem-
pted the Brahmaswom lands from tax, so long as they remain
in the actual possession of the Brahmin owner. Others besides
the Brahmins are also recorded as the allodial proprietors and
they are supposed to have originally derived title either under
allotments or grants from the Brahmins or by being the first
occupiers, or by usurpation.

“38. Tt s likely that the Brahmins, though they laid claim to
the birth-right or Jenmom in all lands, willingly left others, es-
pecially in places where their community did not settle in large
numbers, to become owners and in old Travancore extending from
Cape Comorin to the estuary of Etavai on the Novth, there were,
as already stated, originally very few Namputhiri Brahmin settl-
ers. 'In the Vilg,vzmcode Taluk, there are as many as 5,864 Kudi-
jepmies or ancient peasant proprietors. Probably, the namber
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“of Brahmin emigrants was not large enough to enable them to
establish Gramoms throughout Kerala. Kach Gramom was ac-
cording to tradition to consist ol 720 families and the Gramows
allotted to Malabar and Travancove together, being 82, the vre-
maining 32 being allotted to Cgnara, it follows that 720 X 32=
23,040 tamilies only could have .'origin&lly settled n these two
countries. Wherever the Brshmin clement was weak or had
not penetrated, the Sudras anfl others have assumed the actual
sovereiguty in land.

“389. The term ' Jenmow’ was oviginally used by the Brah-
mins exclusively to denote their allodial proprietorship and is still
used in that sense in Courts and Cubeberries im Travancore, though
ne other parts of Malayalam and i poputar parlance in Travan-
core, the tern 1s row unniversally employed to denote the fuil
p:oprietmw' right in the land of any class of people.

“40. The popular and the long accepted theory in Travancore
of the origin of jenmom (Thanabhw) right, asalready remarked, 13
thut the whole land w Ixeralam was made over in gift to Brah-
mins by the Sage Parasu Rama, but the accwracy of the story of
gift cannot at this distance of time be tested. IT'rom the persist-
ency with which the story is repeated by the public at large, onc
cannot help concluding that the story as preserved in treabises
Arawn up two ov three hundred years back may have a substra-
bam of truth init.  Whether there was an actunal gift ov not, 1t
is very clear that the Brahinins, as the leading occupiers of the
soil until then without owners, or deserted by the aborigines who

* fled to the hills, had a better title than others who must, if the

‘traditionary accounts be true, have colonised the country atba
later period. The Hindu idea of acquisitions of title by occupa-
tion is propounded in the following text of Manu:— Sages who
know former times ~ * * ¥ * pronounce cul-
tivated lands to be the property of him who cut away the wood
or who cleaved and tilled it, and the antelope of the first hunter
who mortally wounded it’ (C. 9. Sloka 44) and the possible objec-
tion to the theory of the acquisition by Brahmin settlers of title
by occupation, namely that the religious nature of the avocations
pursued by them (Brahmins) and their prejudices must have stood
in the way of their taking pavt in the actual cultivation or tilling
of the soil, loses much of its force wheun we remember that the
condjtion of society in those pre-histovic days was such as to ena-
ble the sacerdotal class to utilise the services of other classes for
their own exclusive benefit and aggrandisciuent, amd  that there
wore apparently nonc ab the time to compete with tlic dominent
and priestly race for the sovereignty of the Jand. The Brahmins,
though not taking part in actually tilling the soil or culting the
wood, may have nevertheless cultivated the Jand by héved labour
under their direct management and thus enjoyed the benefit of
the cuwtivation. A class of Sudras, who are considered merely
the dontestic servants and vassuls of Brahmin families of note, still

DY P A IR
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“oxists, and it is well-known-that the Malabar B;;afhmill fanailics
have, for a long time, had under them, ‘Sudm f&m]l.les _a,tt.aohed to
their houses for the purpose of conducting the cultivation of their

1‘3,1‘m;3 &e.

“41. Tt has been supposed 1n some quarters Lbat..the Jenmom
and Kanom were originally meye offices of rank and did not denote
any rights in land, but these npvel th_eorles, opposed,_ as they ave,
not only to popular and received notions on the subject but also
te the weight of authority of early enquirers into the land tenures
ou the West Coast, may be disposed of by the simple remark that
any one pursuing the Jenmom ov Attipper deeds, as the deeds of
outright sale of Jenmom are called, capnot but be struck with the
idea namely, that Jenmom right contained within itself the {ull
rights of an allodial proprietor and that the pmties‘had expressly
employed words to show how complete the domjnion was that
had thus been bought and sold.

“42. The Jenmom signifying birth or life, may not be a very
accurate term to express a tenure of land and there is no doubt
that orginally the term included many territorial, social, taxa-
tionary and other imcidents which pertain to the jenmiship in the .
persons, families and institutions to which the tille with ibs privi-
leges is attuched ; but, for the last 200 or 300 years at all cvents,
the term bas been used on the West Coast genevally to denote
prescriptive hereditory property in the lJand. The conveyancers
in Kerala employ i their conveyances more gencral words than
arc to be found in the old English deeds. They profess to sell
not only the surface of the soil within defined boundarvies hut
stones, good or lad, stumps of nux vomica, thorns, roots, pits,
mounds treasurc, lower earth, water, ores, fool-paths, strcams &c.
&c., and these point to an ownership of soil as complete as was
ever enjoyed by a free-holder in ¥ngland. ‘

“43. The following extract from RElphinstone’s History of
India, page 79, may also be quoted to show what the Hindu idea
of proprietorship in land is.—‘ Property in land seems to consist in
‘the exclusive use and absolute disposal of the power of the soil
“in perpetuity together with the right to alter or destrov the soil
‘itself when such an operation is possible. These vprivileges
‘combined, form the abstract idea of property which dues
‘nob represent any substance distinct from these elements.
:\IV]1<?J.'0 they are found united, there is property and nowhere

clse.

“41 The llindu Luw exhibited so much regard for this forn:
of property that it imposed more than ordinary restraints on the
pewer of the manager of the family o alienate it, and because 1t
was comsidered that it was disgraceful to gell land, every sale of the
whole ownership of land in ancient times took the form of gift.
It was also required or recommended that the sale should be attest-
ed by the heir, kinsmen, neighbours, villagers and office; of the
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“ Sovereign. (Daya Vibhaga, Burnell’s Translation, section 53).
Several Attipper deeds in which the fulfilment of the above re-
quirements is recited as a matter of form are to be met with on
the Malabar coast, and we have also come across docuntents
shewing the sale of lands, the gift of lands, and the inheritance
of lands all in complete ownersleiy. That the Govermmnent exacts
*only Rajabhoghom or tax from tHe ordinary proprietors in Travan-
core, (except Brahmaswoms and Devaswoms exempted on veli-
glous grounds) at the rate prescribed in the Hindn Sastras foc
King's tax, full pattorn ov rent being levied frow the holders of
land under the Government in its capacity as Jenmi, and that
both Rajabhogom tax and Jemmibhogom dues are charged and
levied when the Government happens to succeed to the proprie-
tors’ rights either in virtue of escheat or otherwise, {urther fur-
nish additional proof, if proof is wanting, of the recognition in
Travancore of the full proprietory rights. It is thus clear that
the Jenmora on the Malabar coast has long been regarded as the
‘ plenum dominum ' in the soil, and the Jenmi as the possessor
of that ‘plenum dominum’. For all practical purposes connect-
ed with any legislation affecting the land, the fact must be
recognised that the Jenmi has been so regavded by the Govern-
ment in Travancore even since the dawn of history.

. “45. At present the Sivkar is the largest Jenmi in the State.
The Jenmom lands of all the petty Rajas subdued in the last few
centuries and of several Madampies, have lapsed to the State, and
other causes such as escheat &c., have tended to increase the extent
of the Jenmon possession of the Sirkav. About three-fourths of
the whole land in the State helong on Jenmom to the Sivkar, the
remaining one-fourth being distributed among the classes men-

tioned in para 32,

“46." The Sirkar m its eapacity of Jenmi acted untit a very
late period as the private Jennues, and the Sivkar Jands otherwise
called Tandaravakar were held by tenants under the same local
arrangements as were made by private Jenmies. Both the
theory and practice in vespees to Sivkae tands ave and have all
along been, that the Sickar is primarily the Jand-lord and that
whatever rights in them vest in the ryots have been derived from
the Sirkar. None of the arrangements with regard to the hold-
ing of land made by the Sixkar in olden times indicates the con-
sciousness of the exjstence of occupaney rights in the ryots, except
those expressly conceded to them by contruct or grant, and it was
not until 1040 that the Sirkar by a Royal Proclamation con-
ferred the rights of permanent occupancy upon the large body of
Verumpattom holders under the Sivkar, who until then held the
lands—in theory at least—as tenants-at-will. The effect of the
liberal policy adopted in 1040, has been to bring about a distri-
bution or diffusion of landed propertv among &l classes of His
Highness' subjects and the evils antsing from land monopoly have
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“thus been remedied to a considerable extent. Thereis ab pre-
sent nothing like monopoly of land by particular classes.

“47.  The private Jemmies i Travancove have, from  along
time past, lost much of their former influence and grandeur.  The
Brahmin Jennmies are stall ir}__number, and they can hardly be
correctly described as close ‘monopolists of 1and, thongh hano-
penong ag regavds ideag and trgdilions.

S
“AR The present position of private Jenmies may be gathered

‘from the following observations hased upon infarmation derived

from the Revenue authorities:

49, For the purposes  of fiscal admnnistration, the jenmom
tenure held by others than the Sirkar has heen divided n the Re-
venue accounts into two kinds (1) Frec-hold, and (2) 'I'nxable.
Under (1) are comprised :—

(1) The two adhikaroms or Provertis of Attingal and
Etakkodu belonging to Sveepadam or Her Highness the Ranee.

(2) The Kilimanur Adhikarom belonging to IKoyvil Tham-
puran.

(3) Desams of Fdapally Raja outside Edapally propev ox
Edapally Edavakay—~Changanacherry, Kavthikappally and ‘Thivu-
valla.

(4) Desams of the Punjat Perumal (Meenachel).

(6) The Desams attached to Manikandeswavom TDPagoda
(Kottavakaray Taluk).

(6) The Desams attached to Elamlumnappen Iagoda
(Pathanapurom)

(7) The Desams attached to Naviyur Pagoda (Tiravalla)

() The Desaams attached to Pangottu Krishnaswami Pagoda
(Kottarakaray) .

() The Desans attached to Mannady Bhagavathy  (Konna-
thur and Pathanapuram).

(10) The Desams attached to Panayannar Kavil Bhagavathi
(Thiruvalia).
~ (11) The Desams attached to Kongurpalli Namputhivipad's
Sastha and Bhagavathi (Changanachery)

(l‘Z)VThc _Desmn_s belonging to Alavor N ampuoripad (Kottara-
kara , Karthikapplli and Mavelikara). -

(13) The Desams attached to Akavar and Urnmam palli
Namputhiripad (Quilon).

(14) The Desums belonging to Vanjippuzha Pandarathil
(Chengannuy).

In th('% ‘accounts they are termed Adhikarom Ozhivu and Desa
Ozhivu.  They consist of compact locks of tervitory and are
absolutely exempt from tax of anv kind and from all Government
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“interference iu the matter of Revenue administration. U ndc A
Taxable Jenmom lands ave :—-

(1) Dewaswoni or Pagoda propertics,
(3) Bralmaswoms ov the holdings of Malayala Brahwins,

(3) The holdings of \auon% chiefs and others including

Madampimars as belo -
[ ]

(1) Perumpadappu Swarnpan (Cochin Taju),
(2) Kodungallny Raya,

3y Pumjat Lermunal,

(4) Pandarathummar.

(9) "Phampakkanmar, Thiromulppadanmar and Kovilanmar,
(6) Paliathu Menon,

(7) Vadayatta Chiel,

(8) Native Madanpimar,

(9) Foreign Madampimar,
(10) Narkanmar,

(11) Varanman.

“50. Some of the Jenmies of thisclass belong also to the fivst.
But the propervties ave different, being ontside the freehold tracts
and totalty unconnected with theu.

“51.  The Jenmom lands of the taxable class, except the Dewas-
wom and Brahmaswom boldmygs which are exempt from taxation
of any kind so long as they remain in-the hands of theiv Jenmies,
are liable to pay Rajabhogon tax, apd even the Dewaswomn and
Brahmaswom lands arve Jiable to the Rajabhogom tax the moment
the land passed into alien hands for a money consideration.

Coorg Manual Vol. |.—Appendix.

I\otc by Sir J. B. Lyall on Tenures in Coorg and swrrounding
Cowntries.

“Phe theory of land temwre wlhich prevails in Malabar, in-
cinding Winaad, is that in the beginning all land whether culti-
vated, waste or forest belonged n full ])nwte Propexrey ov jenme-
right to  some indi\'idunl ov funily.  All present holdexs ave
either genmi land-lords or hold of a jenm:: the British Govern-
ment owns only lands ov vights i lands which have escheated to
it from some jeoni, and is jenmi land-lord as regards them. The
land revenue now talken by the British Government in continua-
tion of that which was imposed by the Mysove Sultans, Hyder
and Tippoo, when they conquered Malabny, and which appears ’
to have been taken by the Permmal Emperor o Viceroy in very
ancient timeg, is by this theory a simple imperial fand tax, not
in any sense a vent.  When the imperial government disappear-
ed, as it did for long peuodb i ancient times, the fax disappeared
or was mevged in the Jent's vent, and tllele was no land®

revenue,
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“ The particular facts upon which this theory of land tenure
rests appear o be as follows. Many centuries ago in this part of
India two sections of the population confronted each other as
equal powers, one, the Warrior clans of - Nairs who formed the
military caste of the country and wielded the power of the
sword - the other a clan or clars of sacerdotal Brahmans ‘whose
superiority in intellect and l-ez:rnmg enabled them to iropose
theiv priestly authority upon all other classes mcluding the Naws,
They entered into very close social and cerempl}m[ relations
with the Nairs (which still exist) and agreed to divide the _]and
and it lord-ship with them. Accordingly the Jand wag divided,
certain sub-divisions going to the Brahmans as their property,
and others to the Nairs. The Brahmans, as was natural from
{heir instincts and ideas, held their share in democratic style, all
members of the clan having equal rights in the lovd-ship or pro-
perty of the soil.

“The Nairs, on the contrary, had, as was equally natural, the
instincts and ideas of feudal subordination to chiefs, to which
they owed their military success, and which are to be seen i_n
the Rajput clans and other militarly vaces of India. In their
case, therefore, it was the chiefs of the separvate clans or con-
federations of Nairs who were vecogiised as the lords of the soil,
the other Nairs being content to receive allotments to be held of
them on fendal or military sevvice tenure. In this way the
lord-ship of the soil or what is now known as the ancient jenm
right came to be held by the chieftain families of the Naivs and
by the sacerdotal Brahman families. It was something more
than a mere property in the soil, being as it were a share i the
kingdom of the country and in the lord-ship ovev infevior races:
cevtain rank and powers were, thevefore, also connected with if.
The Naiv chieftains, if their tervitories were large, seem to have
sometimes granted away their nghts and powers over certain
tracts to subordinate chiefs or captains of the Naiv Militia, to be
held by the latter in oilitary subordination. The mainbody o
the Nairs werc content to get honsechold ov family allotments in
lease from the chiefs ov captaims to whom they chose to attach
themselves; they gave the chiel a fee ov narzarane called
“lhanom ov ‘kanike’ in token of allegiance on receiving the
allotraent, but paid no rent and were only bound to iilitary
service. ‘They did not till the land themselves but cultivated
through slaves ov serfs,

“In order to secure theiwr independence, these military Nairs
asserted the power of demanding back the nazzarana, relinquish-
ing the Jand allotted, and of thereafter attaching themselves to
another chief or captain. But it seems probable that the chief
had at this time no power to take away the allotment ov term-
inate the lease so long as service was duly rendered. This was
appavently the original form of the kanom or kanakka tenure.
The bulk of the occupied land held by the Nair chieftains was
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aranted away on this tenure ; the vest was the private denicsne
of the chief which he cultivated through low caste slaves or
serfs, or leased on pattom tenure to mdmmy rent paving ten-
ants of the non-military classes called pattombars ov verampal-
tomkars. The Brahmans collected the produce ov vents of part
of their lands through slaves %amd tenants like the Nuair chiefs:
the rest, they also fonnd it aléer a time necessary to grant to the
fighting men on Aanom tenure for their own sa-feguard and
protection.

“In this way the villages ov circles known as the Brabhman
deslhoms and the Nair faras were formed in the Brahman and
Naiv sub-divisions of the land. Afterwards, when an Imperial
authority was super-imposed either on the application of the
genn lovds (as tradibions says) or in some other way, a share of
the rent or produce was assigned as its dne and was no doubt
paid by all lands including those of kanakkas. When the Im-
pevial anthovity disappeared, this tax. or a part, was probably
taken from the Aanakkas by the jenmas as vent whenever they
felt strong cnougb to demand it. Certain functions were also
entrusted to the Imperial authority, but its power secms to have
becn very lhuited ; and the assent of certain territorial assemblics
(mentioned in old deeds as the council of the 600 &c. ,) seem to
have been required to acts affecting the land. T imagine that
thesc assemblies were composed of the Jenmes or land lords and
Lkanakkas or {cudal militia of the cireles. As I have said above,
it would appeax that the Lanakka’s lease was at first a perma-
nent tenare, fovfeitable only for fuilure of service: bub in 1ore
settled tiles and as the Nairs imevcased n mwunbers and Lheir
demund for these allotments became more keen, the jenmis
would naturndly begin to assert the theory that as a kanaklae
could demand Lack his naz:aranae and survender the land at his
pleasure, so they, the jenmis could also, by returning the nazzar-
ana, oust him in favowr of another. They probably refrained
from putting this theory nto practice at once against the old
Lanakkas, but the theory once started would enable the jenm:
to periodically exact additional Zanom fecs from the weaker
kanakkas under threat of ousting them, and in such cases
the aggregate Aanom payment would assume the aspect of mort-
gage money., When relieved of all fear by a strong rule like the
British, the jernis would apply the theory boldly to all kanakhas
and would actually oust those who would not pay heavily. n
this way by the change ol circumstances and by ihe inevituble
tendency of tlwe yudge- nmdo law of owr Courts to apply one and
bhe same interpretation to all cases of the same tenwre, the kana-
kkas tenure has been gradually developed or rather degraded into
that of mere mmtv(we lease-holders, who can be penodlcallv
evicted on re- pavment. oi the kanom money, unless they pay such
additional fines and increased rents as may be demanded of them.
Besides the original Brahmau and Nan Chieftain jermnts and  the
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“subordinatec Nair Captains, who Dbecame as it wexe jenmis ol
small circles under their ¢hief, a class of jennis of small holdings
gradually  grew into existeuce. These were men to whom
original jenmis conveved by sale ov gift cevtain plots of land in
full propevty free of all vent or service.  When the nae of jenmi
cane to be applied to the fd oviginal lords of the soil, it was
soon also extended to these people or was asswned Dy them.
The nwmber of joonis at the present day is, thevefore, large, and
mecludes all classes of people.  The Chcetties who hold the rice
Jands in Wynaad are mostly kenakkas holding of persons who
cluim to be jonmis of considerable areas, and to have got the
Jenmi-ship by convevance {rom the family which scems ab one
time to have been jewmd of the whole of Wynaad: that is the
family of the Pyvke Rajus. The estate of this famity was con-
liscated (or rebelhion aud Government s consequently the yennes
of all Jand ju Wynuad of which the jewniy right had not been
previously alienated by the Pylke famuly. All cultivated land
in. Wynaad pays rent to the jemmi as well as vevenue to the
State; this rent is called kani or jenmibhogam ; the revenue is
called 2igde. A)l new cultivation is assessed with hoth these
items as 1t occurs, but no rate has hitherto been imposed upon
possessed waste. Trees i forest lands belong absolutely to the

genme of the forest who sells or takes a stump fee or scigniorage

for any cub; the kanakka holders, however, claim the exclusive
right to cut the timber in the forest land adjoining and attached
to their rice fields and answering to the. Coorg bawe; but it s
not admitted that they have a 1ight to sell ™.

Maclean's Manual of the Administration of the Madras
Presidency, Chap. 1.

Land Rerenue Tenures.—Sketeh History of Land evcenue
in the Madras Presidency. The West Coast. p. 114 :—

(7) The tract of country kuown to ancient Hindoo geogra-
phers as Kerala compuised the whole of the tract lying along the
Western Coast and under the mountains as far as Gocarna in Novth
Canara. Travancore and Cochin were from the first under Rajahs
belonging to the land-owning class. Malabar was similarty ruled,
but broke up in the ninth century into a number of petty prin-
cipalities, among the chief of which was that of the Zamorins at
Calicat found still . authority by Vasco de Gama at the end -
of the fiftecenth century.  Toolloova, or Canarg as it has ¢r-
roneously been called by the DBritish, wasg established as «
separate Hindu dvnasty held by the land-owning class; bust
in the twelfth century this dynasty made wayv for that of the
PPandyans, aud a century Jater for that ol the Teloogoo-speaking
Kings of Vijanugger, the representatives of the old Cawnatic or
Canara Empire. The characteristic of the whole of the Kerala
comntry was the presence of a strongly developed . personal and
individual land-property, the absence of a Goverlnent (ax ol
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“land, the abscnce of a concentrated village system such as ob-
tainedin the Carnatic,and theexistence of & military tenure similay
to the feuda} system of Europe. The country was originally sub-
divided between a race of Brahmins or priests called Numboories,
and a military tribe called Nayars; these two holding in subjec-
tion the agriculturalists of the taeuntry, consisting of persons call-
ed Teeyars and others. Theg Nayars paid no land-tax, but at-
tended the kings to the field with theinr vetainers. The Num-
boories also paid no land-tax, but furnished the expenses for the
support of the temples. (In the ninth century a Zamorin of Cali-
cup became a convert to Mahomedanism and about this time &
large colony of Mahomedan settlers of Arabian descent weve al-
lowed to occupy lands m Malabar. These Mahomedans, called
Maplahs, were mostly merchants, and were equally exempted
fromy payment of divect land-tax. In the absence of land-tax the
kings of the conntry had considerable domains assigned to them
which were cultivated by slaves and yielded a sufficient revenue
for household expenses. The subordinate chiefs maintained their
own intermal police arrangements, and, excepting in time of war,
the personal expenses of the Rajahs were not Jarge. But they
were nob without other brancles of revenue. A succession duty
equal to 25 per cent. on the value of the estates was levied on
Mahomedan subjects being land-holders.) There were also im-
port and export duties, mint duties, fines, escheats, confiscations,
protection money veceived from persons of other States who
claimed asylum, benevolences in the shape of offerings made to
the Crown at great festivals or on an occasion, and fees on mau-
viages of important persons. There were also license-taxes and
royalties on gold ove, elephants, ivory, teak trees, bamboos, and
vessels wrecked on the coast. The inhabitants of the West Coast
did not congregate togethevr in villages, but resided in scattered
habitations on their farms and in their gardens. Ifor fiscal ar-
rangements there were authorities in charge of defined tracts of
comntry. The proprietary right in the land differed from Mirassy
right in being individual and not communistic. Whether enjoyed
by the original Nayars and Nambcories, or by the more recent
Maplahs, it was equally called Jepm, or birth nght. The
owners seldom cultivated their own lands, but let them out on limit-
ed leases to tenants called Panttomears. The Crown ceased to re-
cognize the immunity from land-tax if an oviginal Jenmdar once
parted by the sale with his right. Hence mmortgage was the rule
of the coantry, and sales scarcely ever occwured. The mortgagee
again could not acquire the Jemm right by simply foreclosing;
the landlord never losing the power of subsequently reclaiming
his property by paying the principal, and being always entitled to
some recognition of his ownership even if it were only given in
the shape of a sheaf of corn or a pound of butter. The Malabar
mortgages possessed another peculiavity in the principle of

L, R, M. IV, ) I
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“self-redemption. Onthe death of the owner of mortgaged lands,
it wes usual for the heir to furnish a new instrument recognizing
the act of his predecessor, but on this ocoasion he was entitled to
deduct 13 per cent. from the principal of the debt. Thus in a
few genevations the Jands reverted to the ancient family proprie-
tors. These were the prin¥tive tenures of the West Coast, and
as long as they were recognized by the Governments, there can
be little surprise that landed pronerty so cavefully protected should
be strongly assexted by the holders, There 18 no trace that np
to the time of the Mahomedan invasions, there was any land-tax
south of Tooloova, and in the southermmost part of Tooloovy it
must have been even then a very light one. The Tooloova
country began to change its land-revenue featnres i the
thirteenth century when invaded by the Pandyan King. On that
occasion the original Nayars scemed to have been dispossessed in
favor of a roce of cultivators called Hullers, and in making the
transfer of property the land-tax, such as it was, suffered an in-
crease. It is reported thatthe new Government requived the grain
to be husked before being dehvered into the public stores, thus
adding 10 pev cent. to the impost.  In A. 1. 1336 when Tooloova
came under the Rajah of Vijianugger, the system was still fur-
ther adapted to that prevailing in the novth, ”

Settlements in Malabar—p. 117,

“ The vemainder of the Madras provinces consisted of Mala-
bar and Canava. The ancient feudal system which existed in
Malabar has already been imentioned. “The country was in
the hands of a race of rajahs or military leaders, and their
retainers the Nayars, holding in subjection the Teeyars,
and other Jaborers, the ancient inhabitants of the country.
Instead of the districts in Malabar being assessed at so many
thousand pagodas, they were rated at so many men liable
to be called to the field. At the peace of 1792 Malabar was
ceded to the British Government by Tippu Sultan. It had been
first invaded by the Mahomedans nnder Hydev Ally thirty four
years previously ; its invasion being invited in the first place by
the Palghat Rajah to enable him to repel the attack of the
Zamorin of Calicut. The landlovds of Malabar adid not yield
readily, and in the struggles which ensued between them and the
Mysore Government, most of the ancient landed proprietors weve
either killed or expelled. In the year 1783 Ashed Beg Khan was
put in by Hyder as Governor of Malabar, and his adminis-’
tration appears to have heen more lenient and equitable than that
of any of his predecessors. The principles of this assessment
are said to have been as follows :—to the cultivator 53 tenths, to
the proprietor 13 tenths, to the Government 3 tenths. Shovtly
after the cession to the British, a committee, consisting of two
Bengal and two Bombay servants, were deputed to make a
settlement of the country ; and theiv veport, issued in 1793, con-
sisting of several volumes, furnishes a full account of the district.
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“In this province, where the landholders maintained that not only
were they the proprietors of their estates, but that under the
native princes they had never pad a land-tax at all, the doctrine
of State proprietary right to the land then prevailing and a claim
to half the produce assumed in other places were not likely to be
acceptable. The Bengal and Bambay Commissioners found that
m Malabar no such claims could be enforced, and they proposed
to regulate the future demand by the assessruent of Ashed Beg
Khan. The first settlement, ov rather realization of revenue,
fell short of that amount by about 25 per cent., and an attempt
to raise the rates caused an open rebellion, which lasfed for
some years and cost 3 heavy expenditure of lives and money,
In 1800 the province was transferred {rom the Bombay to
the Madras Government, and its management was made
over to Major Mwwro, the advocate of ryotwarry, who
in  effect introduced the vvotwarry systemr there. One of
the earliest of this officer’s measures was a survey and assess-
ment. These led to uwrgent complaints, which were unattend-
ed to, and which ended in another rebellion juore violent
than the former. The second rebellion was suppressed, more by
counciliation than coercion, and the result was the recognition on
the part of Government of the proprietary right of the landhold-
ers to their estates. Peace being restoved, the chief Brahmins
. and landed propuietors assembled at the Collector's invitation at
his office, where they selected a committee {rom among them-
selves, to avrange matters for the {uture administration of the
province. On this occasion the Jund-holders agreed, after allow-
ing 50 per cent. of the produce to the cultivator, to pay to Govern-
ment o swn of money estirnated at 20 pev cent. of the gross pro-
duce, themselves vetaining 30 per cent. as rent. It was decided
that the agsessment should be founded on the survey and assess-
ment of 1800. Affairs vemained thus for several years, but mean-
while mauy complaints werve wade as to the mequabty of the as-
scssment, the people not being sabisfied with the arrangement
of 1800. In 1817 Colonel Munro, who had been the principal
agent m suppressing the last vebelbon and i1 making the- last
settlement, was deputed to visit and report on the coudibion of
the province ; the chief result of the visit was a veduction
in the assessment. It should be mentioned that there are no com-
pact villages in Malabar similar to those in the Carnatic. The
taJuks in Malabar are divided into Amshowms, which ave again
subdivided into Deshoms. Over each Amshom is a headman
called Adigary, assoviated with an accountant called Menon.
These officials are paid by fixed salavies.  The Deshojus are pre-
gided over by honorary headmien calted Mookhyvastans, The
houses are scattered. and therve is therelore no viltage-site. ™

Land Revenue Tenures—p. 24.

“130. e tenares and scttlements as belween Governient and
the payer of the land-dues are m Malubar and Canara professedly
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“a mere form of ryotwarry. The special a rrangements which
exist in those districts between the Jandlord and his tenants do not
as a rule affect the Government, and in desaling with the occu-
pant the Government ignove as much as possible the existence of
middlemen, or of interests other than their own. Some‘tunes,
for instance, the Governmeft puitahdar in Malabar is a Jenmy
landholder with his tenants ander him, and sometimes he is a
pauttoincar tenant owing his szparale rent to a superior jenmy ;
but into this the Government do not go. Again in Canava,
though ihe landlord’s right or mooly-huk sometines falls to
Government by escheat, the Government are in the habit of tak-
ing steps for divesting theinselves of it and of handing it over
to the occupying ryot. In some respects, however, there are
considerable differences between this sort of ryotwarry settlement
and the ordinary ryotwarry settlement, even [roms the Govern-
went point of view. For instance there is no detailed suvvey in
these districts, and the sctilements are made not on fields but on
holdings.  Again, there are doubts how much waste lands ave ab
the disposal of Govermment, a considerable portion being at pre-
sent clabed as private property. Remissions again are never
needed, owing to the certainty of the scasons and the lightness of
the assessiuent. The ancient character of the proprietury rights
cnjoyed hy West Coast landlords has alrcady heen seen from the
lustorical sketch of land tenuves. They are to the individual
what the mirassy nghts of the Eastern Coast are to the com-
wunity.”

Travancore State Manual Vol, 111—p. 311,

“ Luand Tenwres. The subject of land tenures in T'ravancore
1s one which requives careful study and thorough investigation
for a full comprehension of its ongin, development, intricacies
and incidents. The Jand tenures of Tyavancore are similar in
some yespects to those obtaining in the adjoining Districts of
Madura and Tinnevelly on the Last Coast as well as to those of
the neighbouring State of Cochin and the British District of
Malabar on the north. They resemble the districts of the Madras
Presidency in being 2yotwar: in their character and partgke of
the nature of the holdings in Malabuy and Cochin in having had
a comuon origin and development in ancient times before Kerala
was divided into separate kingdows ruled by independent chiefs.

“ Phey origin.  The theory in Malabar is that all land was
reclaimed from the sea and made over to the Brahmin colonists
Lrought by Parasurama from the other coust. Hence all land in
Malabar theoretically belonged only to Brahmin Jenmis whose
Jenmom or birth right to the lands dates from Parasurama’s
advent or prehistoric times.  In later ages, some of thesc lands
passed over to the temples or charities which too acquired an
indefeasible Jenmom right to them ag the original Brahmin
colox}ists themselves. All the present holders are therefore
considered the decendants of those Jenmis or landlovds o1 others
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“ who brace thejy title from them and the Sirkar owns only such
lands or rights as have become escheated to it.

“ It seems reasonable to suppose that the Jenmis took for
themselves all land nearest their dwellings and that the distant
mountainous and jungle tracts were ownerless till the States
grew up and acquired propriefary right over them. The ruling
chiefs must have then claimegl these tracts as their own along

- with others acquired by them as stated above, and granted them
to the ryots for cultivation. This explains how the Jenmom

r@ght in Travancore is recognised as antecedent to the sovereign’s
1‘1ght to the land.

“ There 1s, however, another traditional account of the origin
of Sirkar lands. In prehistoric times all the Jand of the State
was owned by Nagas or Nayar chieftains when sovereignty was
in a state of a tribal commmune. Then there was no land tax or
revenue levied on them, but each member of the tribe contributed
a small portion of the produce as tribute for the upkeep of the
tribal chieftain. TLand was at a discount. The possession of land
which subsequently became a power and a privilege was then of
small account.  As Ricardo so beautifully cxpresses it, ‘On the
first settling ol a cowntry, in which theve is an abundance of rich
and fertile land, a very snall proportion of which is required to
be cultivated for the support of the actual population, there will
be no rent; for no one would pay for the use of land, when there
was an abundant quantity not yet appropriated, and thevefore, at
the disposal of whosoever might choose to cultivate it'. At the
time of the Nambudiri Brahmin colonisation of Kerala by
Parasurama a change came over tlus state of things. The
superior intellect of the new colonists and their priestly authority
over the fribal chieftains and clans and. their {forming social
relationships with the natives led to a new ovder of thingsin the
holding and enjoviment of property. The natives with their joint
family system and the common ownership of family property
were ready to own the Nambudiris as theilr Jundlords and hold
lands from them as tenants. It was thus that the ancient
Jenmom 1ight came to be held by the families of Nayar chief-
tasns and those of the sacerdotal Brahimin Nambudivis and Pottis.
The mwn body of the Nayars were content to get lhousehold or
family allobments from the chiels and Brahunins. They paid the
landlords no rent or michwewrom but some fee called Kanom or

- Kanikka in token of allegiance, and did not cultivate the Jands
themselves but through serfs or slaves. Thus avose a sovt of
feudal systemn in Malabav traces of which are still visible  to-duy.

“T'his system, however, did not last long. ‘I'he Nayuar chief-
tains gradually becamne subservient to the growing colony of
Brahmin settlers of the 64 villages and their estates became move
extensive.  With the advent ol the Perumals a simple imperial -
tax was levied to defray the expenses of the Perumal vicerov,
This was the ongin of the modern Rujadhogane or royalty, w
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“tax or rent calculated at § or & of the Pattam. The Nambu-
diri chieftains made also grants of lands to the Perumals which
ultimately became their Jenmom properties. Besides, all the
Pokute or abandoned lands and the cscheat properties as well as
those talken or captured duving the earlier wars of Travancore
became the property of the kings or Perumals. Thus their lands
increased from day to day and formed the nucleus of the preseitt
Sirkar Jands. Towards the dlose of the Perumal period the
country was parcelled out among the several chieftains who
became independent rulers of their vespective provinces. This
state of things continued for several centuries until the whole
country was conqueved and consolidated by Martanda Varma,
Maha Rajal, when the vights of the several petty chieftains be-
came vested in him as supreme lord of all Travancore. These
conguests, however, did not affect the rights of the Brahwin Janad-
Jords. Thus arose the two classes of lands now extant in Travan-
core, viz.,, Sivkar and Jenmow lands.

“The origin and developiment of the lands and their tenures
will thus be seen to have had a slow and gradual growth. The
land tenuves of Travancore bear, therefore, no analogy whatever
to the English theory of property or the system of feudal temuwe
connected with 1t; nor do they exhibit any traces of the theory
that the king was the first lord and owner of the soil. TProperty
was owned and enjoyed long beforc the State or king came into
existence. This explains the nnmumity of Jenmom Jands from
any taxes to the Sirlkar. It will thevelore be right and proper to
speak of these lands first before we proceed to consider about the
Sirkar lands of later origin and development.

“Jewnom lands.  According to the Keralolpatts, Parasurama,
after creating Kerala made it over to Brahnuns (Nambudiris)
for the expiation of the sin of the murder of his mother, Renuka.
The Jand was parcelled out into 64 villages or gramams and cach
of them had an assignment of land as free gift to Le enjoved by
hini and his decendants as independent fandlords.  These Brah-
ming being quite new to the place und wnuble to cultivate the
lands themselves entrusted them to cevtain classes of people for
cultivation, on the understanding that the shaves of the produce
due to them should be faithfully swrendered. Thug came into
extstence two classes of persons, »iz., the Nambudiri Jenmis or
proprietors and theiv Kuduyans ov tenants and cultivators.

“The word ‘Jenmom’ weans ‘Jile’ or ‘birth’ and denotes
bechnically o hereditary right to freehold lands subject to no
state-tax at all. The character of these Jenmoni lands was that
they were liable to pay no taxes at all. They retained their nov-
wal condition 0 Jong as they remained in their Jenmis' hands
or passed to other Jenmis for no money consideration. The
tenants cultivating them f{or the Jenmis did not alter their clia-
racter but the Jemmom tenure ceased the mwonient such land
passed 1nto alien hands for money considerabion, whatever be the



¢HAR. T, ] LAND REVENUE HISTORY. . AN

“nature of the transaction. The moment an alienation of the above
kind takes place, the land becomes liable to & light tax called
Rajabhogam amounting in the case of gardens to & or § of the
full rental or Kandapattom and in the case of paddy lands to &
similar proportion of the grain vent amounting to 3, { or
%5 of the quantity of seed required to sow the land. This light
tax once imposed sticks to the land for ever and continues even
though the land is redeemed I)y the Jenmi himself. As a conse-
quence of the original transaction, the land is vegistered in Sirkar
accounts in the name of the tenant or cultivator and the tax
levied from him only; and if he dies heitless, the property
escheats to Government, the Michavarom or dues to the Jenmi
continuing as a charge on the property. Similarly, if the tenant
abandons the holding as unfit for cultivation, then too the Sivkar
takes up such lands as Nurthal and gives them on lease for a
lower paffom as Sirkar lands. A word of explanation may be
necessary for treating the cultivators as owners and recoguising
them as such in the Sirkar accounts. It had its origin in Brahmin
Janmis allowing their IKanam holders to continve in possession
for indefinitely long periods in as much as they felt themselves
comfortable and sabisfied so long as their customary dues were paid.
Such custom, long observed and understood as binding on both
sides, in time acquired the force of law, so that in later days it
became necessary to insert, whenever requived, a clanse veserving
the rights of redemption. This tendency, to gradually strengthen
the claims of the tenant against his landlord, gained i volume
fromm the improvements made by the tenants m their several
holdings which had to be compensated for in case the Jepmi
wished to resume his lands.”

Imperial Gazetteer, Madras, Vol. 1. pp. 328, 341-342 & 344.

“ The eaxly history of Malabar is insepamb]e from that of
the adjoining State of Travancore. Identical in people, language,
laws, customs, and climate, the whole of ancient Kerala is homo-
geneous In every respect, e\cept in the acmdent of 2 divided
political administration.

“It is probable that the later flood of immigration which gave
to Kerala or Chera its Nayars and Namburis was part of 2 general
movement southward, which in prehistoric tinmxes brought the best
of its people and its Brahmanmsm to Southern India. It isalso
Jikely that the physicial formation of Kerala was due to some
natural process, gradual or convulsive, whicl gave rise to the
local legend of its ha\mo been the gift of the ocean. * oo

“ In Malabar, unlike othex Districts of Southern India, the
Hindu rulers appear to have levied no regularland rvevenue, but
to have contented themselves with customs and tolls and with
the occasional tevy of special contributions. The Nayars quickly
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““ attained pre-eminence among the various immigrant tribes, and
organized the country on a military basis, dividing it mto nads,
each under its Nayar chief, who in return for military service
granted his vassals fiefs held free of land revenue and carrying
with them. various administrative and other privileges. The
chiefs themselves retained defhaius for their own support. This
organization was probably not .disturbed by the Brahman imnii-
gration, though the Brahmans 1o Malabar, as elsewhere, attained
great influence and received large grants of land for their own
support and the mammtenance of their temnples; and the {eudal
system seems to have continued both when the nads were com-
bined into a kingdom and when, on the abdication of the last of
the Perumals, the country was again split up into nads. As
the influence of the Rajas who succeeded to the Chera kings
declined, the process of disintegration continued and the fief-hold-
ers and Brahman landowners naturally claimed independent lovd-
ship of their lands; and these formed the bulk of the janmas
(fandowners) on whose share of the produce the Mysore assess-
ment was eventually levied. ¥ * *

“ The landlord’s vight in the soil is held to vest in the janm..
The word janmam, litevally meaning ‘birth’, perhaps carvies witl
it the idea of hereditary ownership. The probable evolution of
the janme as landlord has been sketched above. As now inter-
preted by the Courts, jwmmam vight means the proprietary in-
terest of the landlord in the soil, and is freely bought and sold;
but the idea of property in land is of comparatively modern
growth.”

Gazetteer of the Malahar and Anjengo Districts—p, 287.

“The land revenue settlement of Malabar differs from the
ordinary ryotwari settlements of the Madvas
Presidency, in that the existence of a landlord
between the Stale and the actual eunltivator
has been recognised in the theoretical distribution of the pro-
duce, on which the rates of assessment ave based. Ag elsewhere,
the State claims a share of every crop, and that share commuted
to money and called assessment, is a first charge on the land, and
is recoverable by the usnal processes, including in the last resovt
the attachment and sale of the land itself. But in fixing the
share of the State, account has been taken of the landlord as’
well as the cultivator.

The Land Reve-
noe system.

“ The reason for this divergence from the ordinary vule can
only be explained by an examination of the history of the principal
land tenures in the distvict. Their origin has been much debated,
and it is impossible fo deal with the subject exhaustively within
the limits of this hook; but it will be desivable to state briefly the
diffevent theories which have been put forward.
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“The tmdit,tional accounts are to be found in the vernacular

i veatises, which, though full of inconsistencies
T;:g;g:?:_l and Brahman bias, seem, as has been remarked
A _ in Chapter 1I, to embody to some extent a
plausible history of early political development; and in the matter
of law are not the less valuable as authoritics, becauss they reflect
Tbe theovies of the Brahmans? who were the chief makers of the
aw. ° :

s .
“Of the origin of the janmem and Lanam rights.
the Xeralolpatti says—

‘l?arasurama created Malayalam, the Keralabhumi, and
gave it a8 & gift to the Brahmans of the 64 gramams. The
gift of flower and water given to the sixty-four gramams
together for their enjoyment is called janmam. That gift was
given to the farawads of a gramam together and called Egodagam.
Afterwards be gave the right called Rajamsan to 8,600 Brahm-
ans of ten gramams by pouring water on the sword. They ean
pub their finger in water and say ‘this is my janman'; but the
others may not put their finger in water and sav ‘this is my
janmam’ ; they have only enjoyment.

Keralolpathi.

‘Parasurama having sent for Sudras from varvious countuies
rmade them settle and prescribed vavious rules of conduct for
them. He created adima and cudima in the desam, protected
adiyans and kudiyans, established taras and saidkethams, sepavated
the Nayars into faras and ovdered that to them was to belong the
duties of supevvising (lit: the eve), executing (lit: the hand) and
giving orders, in such & manner that rights should not be curtailed
or suffered to fall into disuse. To the Audiyansthe kilkur
(inferior share), to the Bralnmans the melkur (the superior share);
to the former the Aaunam, and to the latter janmam ; and so the
law of Aanam and janmam and the rules of conduct for the
Brahmans and custom for the Sudras were ordained.’

“Oun these texts the Brahmans support their claim, that they
and they alone have always enjoyed the {nll janmam or proprietary
right in the land; and as Brabmans ave expressly exempted by
Manu from payment of taxes, the tradition s offered as a simple
and satisfactory explanation of the absence of any general land
revenue in Malabar at the time of the first Mysorean invasion.

“The Brahman tradition was accepted generally by the early

. . British administrators, but they were more con-

Baly Duitish — 0106q with giving an accurate account of the
authorities— o © .

\Mr. Farmor. Jand tenuves as they found them, than with spec-

nlating about their origin.  Mr. Farmer, one of

the first ‘ Commissioners fov inspecting the countries ceded by

Tippu Sultan,” reported in 1793 that the possessors of land were

said to he of two descriptions—

I, . ATV, v
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G yst Jelm-kars or free bholders who hold their lands either
by purchase or by heveditary descent.

‘ond Kanom-kars ov mortgagees, 1o whom an actual deli-
very of the.land appeared to be made, although the money taken
upon it was not at all proportioned fo the value of the lend......

‘Many of the Raja’s pring®al Nayars and Nambudivis holding
estates at a distance from their residence, or holding more lafid
than they chose to attend to the.cultivation of, were necessitated
to farm them out to others, at a certain fixed rent settled
between the parties, and for the security of the land-lord, or Jelm-
kav, the following regulation seems gencrally to have been
observed in the Malleam.

* The farmer, called Kanom-kar, deposited with the Jandlord
A certain sun to vemain with him as a pledge for the due pay-
ment of the stipulated vent; on this sum an interest was allowed
to the Kanom-kar or farmer, who might perhaps frequently be
obliged to borrow the money on other pledges ; after deduacting
the amount of this interest fromn the pattom or rent agreed on,
the difference was prid to the Jelm-kar or landlord.’

“Dr. Buchanan, a most caveful enquirer, wrote in 1800 : —

' T have already mentioned that the Nambuoding pretend tohave
Dr. Buchanan, Deent possessed of all the Janded property of Ma-
layala ever since its creation; and in fact it.is
well known that befove the conquest by Hyder, they were the
actual lords of the whole soil, except some small parts appropii-
ated to the support of religious ceremonies, and called Deva-
stanam, and other portions called Cherical, which were appropri-
ated for supporting the families of the Rajas.  All the remainder,
forming by far the greater part, was the janm or property of the
Nambudii Brahmans ; and this right was, and by them Is, still
considered as unalienable: nor will they allow that any other
person can with propriety be called a Janmcar or proprietor of
land. As, however, hoth duty and inclination prevented the
Nambudivis from attending to the management of their lands,
they took varions means of obtaining an income from the Sudras,
to whom they granted a temporary right of occupancy.’

“He proceeded to give the details ofthe various tenures, show-
mg that, at the time he wrote, then incidents had@ become more
or less definitely settled, and that the terms of the contracts im
cach case were usually reduced to writing.

“In 1801, an elabovatetreatise on the several forms of convey-

. swan..  ance and lease then in use was prepared by Maj-
Meajor Walker, or Walker. He derived his inf}:)rmp&tion mainly
from Brahmans, and drew largely from the Vyvahara Mala, a
Sanskrit legal manual; but that does not diminish the value of
the details, which he collected, of the practice of the day. He
concludes his treatise as {ollows :—
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“ ‘The jenma-karan possesses entive right to the soil and no
earthly authority can with justice deprive him of it. But his
right 1s confined to the property, and he possesses neither judi-
cial nor political authority............

3

‘In no country in the World is the nature of this species of
property better understood vhan in Malabar, nor its rights more
tenaciously maintained. It'is probable that the possession of
jenmam land was originally unalienable and confined to one or
two castes. At present, however, any person possessed of money
may beconie a purchaser of jenmam. It is still more probable
that this possession was exempt from any direct burden except
wilitary service. There $eems to have been no regular tax
antberior to the Mauhommedan invasion.  The Rujas were supported
Ly the produce of their own lands and by certain fugitive forfcits
or immunities which were more singular than advantageous, In
cases of public necessity, they might have vecourse to the volunt-
ary ov constrained assistance of their subjects; but their power
was very limited, and it was seldom thiat they could more from
a jealous and discordant aristocracy than a short personal ser-

It is obvious from the tenor of the deeds that considernble
provision has been made in Malabar for the security of Janded
Property. ... ... In all the stages of conveyauce, the most
watchful jealousy is observed, to prevent the possession being
Joaded with additional engagements, and to save 1t from totul
alienation. The conditions of each step are the subject of & new
writing, in which they are recorded with precision............ In
the inferior tenures, which only convey a temporary possession,
there appears an cqual attention to the interests of the proprietor
‘and of the tevant............ Few or none of these tenures are
simple. They unite almost in every case the consideration of
wortgage and rent, and in this they discover that distrust and
want of confidence peculiar to infant societies, when a pledye is
the most natural security for property ; another proof of the great
antiquity of these institutions. ’

“T'he acconnts of Mr. Thackeray, who reported on the lond
tenure in 1807, and ¥r. Warden, who was Collector of Mala-
bar for twelve vears from 1804 to 1816. are to the same
~effect.

*Almost the whole of the land in- Malabar, cultivated und
ancultivated, is private property and held by

Mr. Thackeray,  janmam right, which conveys full absolute pro-
perty in the soil.  We find the land occupied by &

set of men, who have had possession, timie out of mind; we find
that they have cnjeyed o landlord’s rent, that they huve pledged
it for lurge sums, which they borrowed on the security of tle
land; apd that it hay Leen ftuken ax good security; so that b
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“this day, a very large sum is due to creditors to whom the land

is mortgaged............ The deeds which serve to record these
transactions are drawn out in a peculiar charactey, which may
be termed the black letter of Malabar............... There 1s no

proof that any land-tax existesl in Malabar before Hyder's in-
vagion. The proprietors were bound to render military service
and were liable to contribute 2 per cent in case of invasion. The
pagodas and Rajas had lands of their own; the Rajus bad othev
sources of revenuc from fines, nuports, personal taxes and plunder
which were sufcient to support them.’

“The jenin 11zht of Malabar vests in the holder an absolute
property in the soil.  Kanamkar is a mortgagec,
Mr. Warden.  or onc who has land pledged Lo hinr in scourity for
the interest of money advanced to the jenmkar,
which advance is bhe kanam that is ever incumbent on the land
until it be redeemed......... The peculiarity of the kanam ot
Malabar mortgage is that it is never foreclosed, but is redeem-
able after the lapse of any number of years. The quantum of
money lent characterises the different gradations of the kanam
tenure. Their variety and numbers till they reach the deed
which for ever alienates the jenmom afford the most conclusive
evidence that can be adduced of the tenacity with which the
ancient land holders cling to their jenm right............ It was
a prerogative (and is still claimed), inherent in the jenm right,
that the kanamkar should renew his kanam deed after the lapse
of a certain number of years. The renewal entitled the jenmkar
to a remission of a fixed percentage on his original debt............
There is no such thing as an established division of the produce
in shares between Jemmkar and tenant.’

“On these reports the Government acted in considering the
principles on which the land revenue should be settled ; and the
Civil Courts similarly, accepting the position that the janmi was
the dominus or the landlord in the English sense, proceeded
gradually to define the legal incidents of the various tenancies.

“The first serious attempt to question the correctness of the

? _ posthion was made by Mr. Logan in his report

Mr- Logan’s theories.  on the land tenuresof Malabar, which he pre-
parcd when appointed in 1884 as Special Comnissionet, to enquire
into temant right in connection with Mappilla disturbances.
He refused to accept the theory of a Brahman theocracy
and monopoly of land; but cmphesizing the importance of
the function assigned by the Keralolpatti to the Nayats,
and relying on some doubtful interpretations of the Syrian
copper-plate grants and other documents which he = had |
collected, developed a theory, which, briefly stated, is that janmant
und kanam were oviginally political offices, conveying cach a
right Lo w definife customary xhare of (he producc;bu-nd that
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“rights of property in the soil were imperfectly developed even
at the time of the Mysorean invasion.

‘The unit of the Hindu social system was the family, not

_ the individual. An association of families

, Barly social system. formed a Uody corporate, as, for example,
the gramam (village) amomg the Brahmans, the fara
(foundation street, village) eamong the Nayars, the chert
(assemblage, village, street) among the Tiyar (Cingalese, island-
crs) and other foreigners............ These gutlds or covporute
bodies had cach distinet functious to perform 1 the body politic.
and thosc {unctions were in old times steictly hereditavy.........
The Nayars were, as the Keralclpatti cxpressly says the people
of “the eye,’ ‘the hand' and ‘the ovder’ und it was their duty
‘to prevent the rights from being curtailed or suffered to fall
into disuse.”  The word Laran comes from the Druvidian verl
Lanuka (=to sce ov to be seen) and the root from which {hat

verb is derived is kan (=the eve)............ so that kanam in
its original sense seems to have denoted this function of theirs
in the body politic............ But what was this supervision right

(kanam) ? The kon (shepherd, King) and the pats (Lord, Master)
had shaves of the produce due to them as the persons of authority
in the land. And the specific words used in the ninth century

- A. D, to denote these shares have probably survived to the present,
day and are still in common use in a contracted form as puttow.
For pattom seems to be a compound word signifying the padu
(=nuthority’s) wvaram (share)............ The Navars were no
doubt spread over the whole face of the country (as they still are)
protecting all rights, suffering none to fall into disuse, and at the
same time supervising the cultivation of the land and collecting
the kon or king's share of the produce, the public land revenue
m fack..ooooan.

“In order to understand the Malayali land tenures aright i,
is bherefore fivst of all necessary to realise the fundamental ideg,
that certain castes or classes in the State were told off to the
work of cultivation and the land was made over to them in’ trust
for that purpose, and in trust that the shares of produce due to
the persons in-authority should be faithfully sarrendered.

“The next most important point to keep in  remembrance
m regard to Malayali tenures 1s the fact that from the carliest
times grants of land by the ruling power werc customary, and
what those grants conveyed requires to be examined attentively.

'In the fixst place the grants were of a hereditary chavacter.
This is fully borne out by the earliest deeds.
The distinctive phrasc used was peru. It occurs
in  various combhinations—Vidu-per,  Attipern, Attipettola.
Perumarthan, Epperpettatty, etc.  Peru itsclf is the verbal noun of
the verb peruka (= to bring forth) and it means birth. The word
has {allen into disnse of recentacars und it has been supplanted by

Early grants systeni.
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“its Sanskrit equivalent janmom, which conmiing from the rodk jan
also signifies birth. Both words when applied in speaking of land
tenures conveyed the idea of heveditary grants.....................

‘In regard to the next and perhaps the most important
point of all, the sharing of %lie produce in these hereditary fjold-
ings, much has already been csaid, and it is needless to say more
here than that all the State faunctionaries employed had well-de-
fined shares of the produce set apart for them. The kon or king
had his share. The patz or overlord (the bereditary grantee ap-
pavently if there chanced to be one) had likewise a share. And
if there was no such pati or hereditary grantee, then it seems his
share went to the general body of protectors and supervisors—
the “six hundred,” the Nayar guild, the kanakar................

* But when the right of she Perwnals came suddenly to un
end, their (the Lkon’s) shave of the produce was, in Malabar at
least, certainly not passed on to the chieftains who in some mea.-
sare supplied the Perumal’'s place............ These chieftains
certainly had revenues from their demesne lands, but from the
lands of the bulk of those subject to them they certainly levied
nothing. The chieftains were hereditary holders (janmis) of the
lands from which they derived a share of the produce, and on
the other hand the bulk of their subjects—the headmen of the
Nayar protector guild—had likewise become bhereditary holders
(Jammnis) of their own lands by usurping the kon’s share of the
produce. Thisis the only explanation which accounts for the
state of the facts at the time of the conquest of Malabar, and
moreover 1t is a very natural explanation.............

‘In Malabar the hereditary property (janmom) was freely
bought and sold, long before the Mysorean invagion took place.
And it was this buying and selling, and in particular the wording
of the deeds in which such transactions were recorded, that mis-
Jed the early British administrators and caused them to form
crroneous views ou the general subject of the Malayali land
tenures............. The things enumerated (stones, thorns, snalkes,
holes, treasure, wells, skies, streams, forests, paths, lower
world, etc.) seern at first sight to have been named purposely to
express, with exaggerated force, the completeness of the relin-
quishaent of the seller’s right in the soil.  But with these mat-
erial objects were conveyed such things ag * authority inthe De-
sam,’ 'Battle wager’ and ‘Rank’ and ‘Customs’ which are clearly
outside the idea of domenium as understood by Roman lawyers.
«+e.vv The idea of property in the soil—the Western or Europe-
an idea—was evidently not the idea uppermost in the minds of
the persons who executed these deeds. What in fact they were
buying and selling was not the soil, but a position with emolu-
n;ents (n Malayalam Staram Manam) conferring authority of
rl|§eront kinds and of varying degrees over the d:?sscs 1'esi('icnt
witlio the Jimits specially laid down in {he deeds......,... 1f the



CHAP. L] LAND REVENUE HISTORY. S

““fundamental) iden of the Malayali land tenures is borne in mind,
namely, that the land was made over in trust to certain classes
for cultivation, the above will be seen tobe a most natwral ant-
come of the Hindu svstem.

‘While on the one hand, therefore, it is erroneous to sup-
pose that the janmi was the dominus, it is equ-
ally inaccavate, on the other -hand, to say of
the Lkanakkar or supervisors tﬁat they were the real proprietors
of the soil.......... The Nayar kanakkar collected the share
of the produce due to the janmi. But janmis were ab times
hard pressed for coin and it became customary for them to
horrow what money they wanted from the kanakkar. In
proportion to the sum borrowed the kanakkaran deducted from
the pattom (i. e., the padw ov authority's, 2aram or share)
collected by him for the janmi & quantity of produce
sufficient to meet the interest on the sum lent. The interest was
calculated at certain customary rates and the balance of produce
alone went to the janmi.......... What he pledged was evidently
not the soil itself but only his share of its produce so far as that
went, and after that his other income and emoluments attaching
to his status as janmi of the land. But the Civil Courts, acting
on the idea that the janmi was a dominus and as such entitled
to take what he could get out of the land, viewed his pledges as
. pledges of the soil itself, and in this way they have almost com-
pletely upset the pative system of customary sharing of the

produce.

Tho Xanam.

‘Under that system of customary shaving of the produce,
the kanakaran's advance to the janmi used to be periodicallv re-
vised in one or other of two ways, namely :—

(@) A deduction ‘of about thirteen per cent. of the advance
was made, and a renewal deed showing the loan diminished by

this percentage was prepared, or
(0) No deduction was made, but instead of it the kanaka-

ran made to the janmi a payment equivalent to the customary
deduction described in (a) and the renewed deed showed the full

original sum advanced..........

“The latter method (b) is that which has generally been
adopled, and the periodical renewal fees—now however extrava-
gantly enhanced, amounting in the most favourable cases to about
twenty-five per cent. of the mortgage advance—form one of the
regular sources of a janmi’s income. The idea at the root of this
system of renewals was that in due course of time the janmi’y cus-
tomary share of the produce should be freed fromjthe mortgage with
mutual advantage both to the janmi and to the kanakkaran. If,
on the other hand, it was to their mutual advantage to maintain
the existing relations, the payment made in lieu of the customary
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" deduction was of advantage to both of them. The system
was admirably conceived for hinding the two classes ‘together in
harmonious interdependence............... When after a sevies of
renewals by the method (a) described above, the JTanmam holding
had becn frecd from mortgage, the pavties (janmi and kanakkaran)
simply resumed their oviginal stations. The kanakaran began to
yield up again to the janmeethe whole of the janmi’s custoary
share, as he” had been in the habit of doing before the loan had
been made, and remained on the holding in his capacity as sapon-
visor (kanakkavan.)’

Y Sir W, Robinson criticised Mr. Logan's history and ety-
S W Rebinson mology ; and argued that in Malabar pri-
' ’ ' vate property in land was an old esta-
blished institution quite distinet from political office, and that
proprietary rights werve, befove the Mysorean invasion, distyi-
buted among janmis, kanamdars and verumpattendars, all of
whom paid land revenue (pattam). The term janmi did not, he
considered, 1n itsell connote any rvights of property in land,
but was properly a title attaching to certain families, and indica-
tive of many social, territorial and taxationary privileges.

‘The organisation of the counfry for agravian, civil, social
and administrative purposes, was the ordinary Hindu type, and
intimately allied to that of Tamul nationalities, the cradle of its
races, languages and institutions. It rested on the village system
m its truest and least disturbed form:. There were the tara and
cheri (Tamul) and later the deshom and wldeshom (village and
hamlet), with its inshitutions of headman (Pair, Deshadhepat,
Deswaly, etc.), hereditary village servants (Cheri-janmakar) and
village Panchayet or Kuttam ; there were the vattoms ov village
circles of Tamul countries, possibly with their official ovganisation,
for revenue registration and record ; there probably existed—in
many parts of the country at least—the Lavels system of police and
watch and ward, common to all South Indian populations, with its.
kavelgars of many grades down to the village watch, and its
grain fees, etc., etc.; there were the ordinary village pious uses,
and wider religions orders and personages (Nambudiris, etc.,) and
istibutions with their nsual privileges. And finally there were
the independent native princes, with their large private properties
and usual sources of public income and taxation—with their oc-
casional and latterly (during the last and probably the previous
century, at least) very active levies of the mhabitants for aggres-
sive and defensive purposes amongst themselves and against ex-
ternal menace. With these probably rested, mn the main, the
guidance of the vevenue system and assessment (patfom) of the
properties of their subjects, such as it was from time to time
within their respective territories, and the exercise of the usual

functions which belonged to the position under ordinary Hindu
conditions.
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“‘All Yand was private property, with sall the legal WFS
of inheritance, sale, etc.; and it was distributed amongst a mlti-

tude of prescriptive ryotwari landholders and ‘proprietors’ of
various classes and counditions from the pative ruler, noble and
veligious institution, with their large estates tilled by their predial
slaves and under-tenants (Kudsag), down to the Verumpattakar
*or hereditary occupant (the Mulguenigar of Canara and Ulkudi of
Tamil countries), who were jnore or less directly in account
(warg of Canara) with the State in vespect of their fixed and
moderate revenve demand. These paid what was equivalent to
a prescriptive and more or less fixed -land revenue (pattom,
janme-pattom, kanom-pattom, nigudi-patiom or the like) assessed
on fixed, moderate and mutnally recognised principles on their
holdings, to the State {or the time Dbeing or to some assignee or
representative of the ruler’s rights. At the same time there
were under the native rulers privileged classes, instibutions and
persons whose properties remained—for pions reasons, exigencies
of warlike calls on them, such as became heavy during later
cenfuries and other causes—unassessed and untaxed until the
Muhammadan conquest supervened, and placed all on equal foot-
ing 1n this respect.................. Practically what we have to
do with in Malabar is the dethroned native ruler and others who
had possessed rights of taxing their fellow-subjects’ private pro-
. perties, self-consfituted as Zamindars.’

“The Commission appointed to consider Mr. Logan's report did

The commission 20" accept all his theovies; but they agreed with

of 1884 " him_in holding, that the kanamdars had, before

' the British Cowts intexfered, permanent rights

of occupancy. They assigned to the Audian, or occupant, the

hereditary rights of the ryot who fivst clears the land ; and to the
Janmi, the rights of the vuler who claims a share in the produce.

‘ Both the pattam and the kanam were, we believe, originally
revenue and wot rent—revenue paid to the public purse by the
hereditary vaiyat or kudian. In the political history of Malabar,
one fact at least is supported by a considerable amount of evid-
ence, viz., that lands were originally held free of rent and taxes,
and that in times of public exigency the Rajas levied a tax of one-
fifth of the produce on all lands except those appertaining to the
temples. This then was the patiom or share of the pad 1. e.,
the paramount authority. It may perhaps be said that the
lands were held free of rent or taxes on condition of performing
military service ; hut so far as the evidence goes, this liability to
military service was purely a personal ligbihty, and had nothing
to do with the land.

‘ The Ranam (money secured on the Jand) may not improbably
bave originally been the contribution levied on extraordinary
occasions by the Rajas, which was treated not as a land-tax but
as & Joan.

Lo RoAL v, 9
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“ ‘The praotice of levying a periodical fine for the renewal of a
kanam was really in the nature of a succession duty (Purushan-
taram). The fine-was payable at the death of Janmiand at the
death of the kanamdar, or once in twelve years at the feast of
Mahamakam at Tirunavayi, when, the parties baving met to-
gether, the old document wastorn up and a new document sub-.
stituted (policheluttw). That the janmi had, howeve_r, the poaer
to refuse the renewal at his ow“rgn caprice is a proposition to which
we are unable to assent.

‘ Non-payment of the janmi’s customary share, non-payment
of renewal fees, neglect to cultivate, and perhaps the inability of
the kudian to advance further sums of money to his Janmi, may
have been considered adequate grounds of forfeiture, but not a
simple desire on the part of the janmi to favour another kudian,

‘8o long as he behaved himself and acted up to the unwritten
law of custon, the pattamkar, whether he held on kanam-patiam
ox verum-pattam, was practically the settled occupant of the land
having as much right to the customary share of the produce, as
the yanmi had to his.

‘It is possible that the velations of the two classes were slowly
but steadily tending towards the independence of the janmi and
the dependence of the kudian. The janmi may have had full
domunwum over some lands either because there was no setfled
kudian, and he cultivated them by means of his slaves ; or because
as kudian he has purchased the janmom, and the two rights
became merged into one. All that we maintam is, that at mo
period had the relations of the janmi and the kudian reached that
stage of development, that it was proper to apply to them literally
the terrs Jandlord and tenant, and that at all events as regards
the bulk of the old Nayar kudians, the ancient custom had never
been lost “sight of ’.

“The theories put forward by Mr. Logan and the Commission
were subjected to a trenchant criticism by Six
Charles Turner, then Chief Justice, who pointed
out the slender basis on which they rested and
emphasised the authority due to the early reports. Many of his
arguments are conclusive, and his minute deserves to be quoted
at some length. After referring to the early organization of
Malabar society and alluding to the predominant influence of
Brahmanism, as evidenced to-day by the Nayar marriage cus-
toms, the strict vegard paid to caste, and the very large endow-
ments of religious institutions, he proceeded :

Sir Charles “L'ur-
ner.

*Mr. Logan not only denies that there was any such thing as
absolute property in land in Malabax,.......... o
but goes so far as to assert that while ‘ the Euro-
peans look to the soil, the soil and nothing but
the soil, the Hindus on the other hand, at any rate in Malabar,

Property in
land.
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“ “look to the people, the people and nothmg but the people locat-
ed i the soil.’

‘ Whatever may have been the case in Malabar there is no
doubt that Hindu (. e., Brahminical) law recognised the private
ownership of Jand............ The Hindu law exhibited so much
regard for this form of propevty that it imposed more than ordi-
nary vestraints on the pow?dr of the manager of the family to
alienate it, and every sale of the whole ownership of land in
ancient times took the form of gifb..oo ... It was also
required or recommended that the sale should be attested by the
helr, kinsmen, neighbows, an officer of the sovereign, and the
scribe............... The Hindulaw also recognised a multiplicity
of forms of mortgage, some extending to the usufruct of land,
others to the acbual ownership...............

" Mr. Logan admils that some of the deeds which lLe has
collected ‘express with exaggerated force, the completencss of the
relinquishment and of the acyuisition of the rights conveyed'......
and that ‘at first sight it looks as if the soil and all above and
below it (the soil), from the highest point of heaven to the lowest
'depths of the ewth, were the objects conveyed, and that the
paxtics had prmrposely enuployed words to show how complete the
dominion was that bas thus been bought and sold.” I do not
understand on what principle we are to repudiate the expressions
which the parties have themselves used in these deeds as indi-
cative of the interests with which they intended to deal. They
proposed to sell not only the surface of the soil within defined
boundaries but stones good or bad, stumps of nux-vomica, thorns,
roots, pits, mounds, treasure, Jow earth, water, ores, boundaries,
field ridges, canals, washing places, foot paths, streams, deer
forests,sshady places for honey, etc., and in some cases rights
which may be termed manorial............. Now if these words
had any meaning, and we may presume they had, they point to
an ownership of the soil as complete as was ever ewjoyed by a
free-holder in England. Private property in the soil is not in-
consistent with payment of a land tax to the Government, nor is
1t inconsistent with the existence on the soil of persons who may
have suboxdinate rights, or of village artificers who receive for
the services they render a customary dole at the time of harvest
or a rent free-holding.............

‘It appears to me impossible to resist the conclusion that
whatever the origin of the title, the jammnis were, and for eentu-
ries before British rule had been, the owners of the soil in full
proprietary right; and that their xights were recognised even by
the class that, would lave been most hostile to them the Map-
pillas, who owing to the persecution of Tippu, had for some years
been the masters of the situation. Indeed this seems to be ad-
mitted by Mr. Logau; for he notices that when the janmis fled
the country, they received considerable advances in mouey from

their Mappilla tenants,
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“ “T have, T hope, established that Hindu law allowed almost
as cornplete a propersyin land as is recognised in England and
that although. in many parts of India this right had become prac-
tically valueless when the country passed under our rule, it sub-
sisted in full vigour in Malabar priov to the Muhammadan inva-
sion, probably for the reasén that revenue was rvaised, if ab all,
only occasionally by an assesgment of the produce.’

. N é
“On the question of the absence of o general land revenue
he wrote as follows :—

‘The abgence of land vevenue, which appeared to the early
enquirers and to the Court of Directors so ex-
Absence of land  tyaordinary, is explained on the hypothesis that
revenuc. the Brahmin whom the Hindu law deciared free
from tax was the owner of the soll. I do not, of course, intend
to assert that the janmonm right had at any time been enjoyed in
all the land by the Brahnun. It is probable that some of the land
was held throughout by Nayars, but these and the Mappillas who
were in possession as janmis when the District was ceded by
Tippu claimed the same completeness of ownership as was claimed
by the Brahmins.

‘So far as I can understand My. Logan's theory, he regards
the pattom received by the janmi as the land revenue, and this
is also the view supported by the Committee anrd by Sir William
Robinson. If this were so it would point to the existence at some
time or other of & Brahminical ohigarchy which had constituted
itself the sovereign of the soil and had retained the land revenue
after 1t bad lost other rights of sovereignty, or to a very general
dedication of the land revenue as an inam to the Brahmins ; but
1 cannot say that I find any sufficient evidence to support eithex
suggestion. The earliest instance we have of the payment of a
land tax in Malabar occurs in 1731 to 1732 when the dominions
of the Raja of Kolateri were invaded by the Bednur Raja’s for-
ces, and the Kolaterl Raja in consequence imposed a tax of 20 per
cent. on the pattoms of all rice lands. It will be noticed that the
tax was not the pattom, but was taken out of the pattom ; and it
could be taken from no other source, for the cultivator received

‘Tam satisfied that for some hundreds of years the term
pattom has been used in Malabar as meaning neither more nor

-less than rent, while the land revenue is invariably termed Ni-

gadi, and this is a further argument as to its origin, for Nigadi
i3 a corrnption of Muhammadan term Nakel.

“He then discussed the Kanam tenure at length :—
'I now come to the kanam. Mr. Logan observes that the

term kanam applied to this tenuve is compara-

The Kanam, . \
tively recent. If by compavatively he means
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“* within the last 300 or 400 years he is possibly right. But the
tenure itself was known antecedently to that period under the
more ancient but analogous names of Abhayya, Abhayya Pattola
Karmam or_simply Pattola Karmaw.

‘The term Abhayya (iteea)ly without fear) means an assur-
ance of safety, security, thus Abhavya Patra is a safe conduct
and Pattola Karmam is & @ritten deed of lease. From these
names we may, [ think, form a pretty accurate opinion both of
the antiguity and of the nature of the tenuwre.............

‘Tt may well be hnagined that in Malabar where the central
authority was certainly for many centuries weak, and each
diviston of the country from time to time involved in war with
the other, the landlord felt it necessary to obtain some security
from his tenant. A tenant could escape without much difficulty
into a uneighbouring jurisdiction where it would be difficult if
not npossible, for the land-lord to follow him and exact his dues;
and the view that the kanam was a sccurity for the vent, so far
from being as Mr. Logan suggests, a modern one, 1s- supported
not only by the opinions of the earliest inquirers but by the an-
cient name of the instrument by which the tenure was created,
and by the purpose which it is represented as gerving in the
Malayalam treatises.............

‘The conclusions which I draw from the Malayalatn text-
books and the information acquired by the English officers, is
that originally the kapam tenure was a tenure with a payment
of rent in advance, but that advantage was taken of it for the
puarpose of raising money on loan............ ,

‘ That the kanam was periodically renewed is admitted by
the Committee.......... The renewal entitled the janmkar to a
remission of a fixed percentage on the original debt.......... The
renewal fee was devised to meet this result.......... I{ the land-
lord had no desire to reduce the charge or the tenant wished to
continue the security which the indebtedness of his land-lovd as-
sured to him the obvious course was that tenant should pay an
amount equal to the reduction to which the land-lord was en-
titled.

‘T'he rght to ingist npon a remewal does wnot, of course,
necessarily involve the absolute right of resmmption. The prac-
tice of renewals might have been introduced only that the paxties
might re-adjust their rights at certain definite periods, but there -
is abundant evidence to show that the janmi also possessed the
right to resume. It is shown by the Proclamation of the Joint
Commissioners in 1793 and assexted by Dr. Buchanan and M.

Warden......c...c.u
‘Much difference was found to exist, probably owing to

varying local usage, as to the length of the term for which the
kapam was granted. According to Mr. Walker. it enuved for
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““from 3 to 6 years. Mr. Faymer mentions that such leases were
in genera) for from 3 to 5 years, and that it was only when the
owners of land wanted to borrow a comsiderable sumn of money
that longer leases were granted from 20 to 25 years or for life.
Mr. Grene states that in Nqeth Malabar the kanam was re-
newed every 3 or 4 years. ff, as I believe to be the case, the
kanam was resumable, the cowt conferred a great boon on the
kanamkar when they held that the texm of a kanam in the absence
of special contract was twelve years............. ’
“He concluded :

‘T have not entered on a discussion of the deeds collected
by Mr. Logan, because on those points on which he bases his
arguments there is very much reason to doubt whether M.
Logan’s branslations arc accwrate.  So far as the construcbion of
these deeds is undisputed, they entively coincide with what was
for more than 80 vears the unanimous opinion vegarding land
tenures in DMalabar. Ibaveonlyto observe that we find a marked
difference between deeds which purport to deal with janm or full
proprietary xight and deeds which create inferior interests. We
find the janmis when they profess to sell theiy janm rights, describe
1t in terms which would apply only to the most complete interest
m the soil. We find a recognition of various tenures, some for
terms of vears and others in perpetuity, and the conversion of oae
tenure into the other. We find an inam created by a Rajah of
the rent veserved on a plough right in  perpetuity (Avikaraima),
and of his right to levy taxes and percentages on the transfer of
janmam property. And we find deeds which are identical in
their substance with the kanam deeds of the present day.’

“It remnains to notice the account of the Malabar land tenures

P N given by Mr. Baden Powell in his Land
Mr. Badeo Fowell Systems of DBritesh India. Though he does
not accept Mr. Logan's etymiologies, he relies to a large extent
on his history, and endeavours to show that the clain to Jjanman
right is an instance of the phenomenon common in India, of
Rajas or chiefs who were originally rulers and claimed only
revenue, without interfering with the proprietary title of the
oviginal soll occupants, gradually, as their rule is weakened by -
mvasion or conquest, assuming the rights of landlords and deman-
ding rent. The early organization into faras and nads, as
described by Mr. Iiogan, s, he considers, typically Dravidian;
and the next stage, the imtroduction of & King (Kon, Perumal), to
whom 2 land revenue is assigned, is in accordance with the custom
common to Dravidians and Aryans. The petty chiefs, who suc-
ceeded to the I'erunal, claimed no geneval Jand revenue, and were
content with demesnes, feudal sexvices and miscellaneous revenues;
but with the Mysorean conquest, a general land revenue was
re-introduced, and the petty chiefs became land-lords or zamindays
iz their turn paying revenue.
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““ ¢ The whole process of the growth of the landlord right thist
reduces itself to an evolutionary process, which isin all essenfials
the same as that taken place in other parts of India. The Dravidian
adopting Aryan ideas, and perhaps, in return, suggesting bis own
ideas to the Aryan, establishes a kingdom in which the rulers and
chiefs ave military castemen, $he advisers Brahmans. The inferi-
or castes who are above the status of slaves or serfs are first
settled in their localities, hol®ing undistwrbed (as proprietors if it
please us to say so) the cultivated plots which they cleared from
the jungle, but paying a part of the produce to the king or to
some local chief or immediate overlord. As long as there is a
powerful sovereign ox overlord, he keeps the subordinate military
in feudal subjection; they were content with their places in coun-
cil, the privileges of rank, the right to special dues from estates
oranted to them or the perquisites of headship over the Govern-
mental groups of territory, the desam and the Nad. In time the
supreme ruler ceases to exist and the country is then held in small
oroups ov estates by the chief Nayars, while the snialler men ave
content to hold lands under the chiefs, as privileged tenants or on
ternas of the kanam; inferior casteren are reduced to being tenants.
In this stage there is no one to collect any general revenue.
Tach chief lives on the produce or grain-share of his own demesne,
and on the payments of the smaller landholders whom he has
now made his subjects... ... Lo

‘Then comes the Mysore conquest and the disruption of
the ruling chiefships. As many of the Nayars as can do so cling
to their ancestral lands, no longer as rulers or as official heads of
districts and subdivisions, but as landlords inventing terms to
signify their claim fo the soil...................

‘ Lastly comes the British power, and finding the landholders
making such claims, and misled by names info supposing these
rights to be something really ancient and exceptional, not only
recognises the proprietorship (which as it was practically estab-
lished, was the obviously right thing to do), but further accepts
totally unfounded theories about the perfection and antiquity and
exceptional character of the right, whereby the claim of the State
to the forest and unoccupied waste which bas elsewhere been
properly asserted has been lost.’

“The objection to Mr. Baden Powell’s theory is that it is bas-

o ed Jargely on incorrect and doubtful asser-
Criticism. tions. It vests in the first place on thn
position that there was a general land revenue and an ¢/ga-
nised system for its collection in the time of the Perumals.
There is no proof that this was so. Nor is there any evidence
that the land-lords, who claimed janmam rights at the time
of the Mysorean invasion, based their clanns on the fact that
they represented the chiefs, who succeeded the Ferumals as
rulers, The deeds of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries
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46
““collected by Mr. Liogan go to show that, ab that time, the ‘perqui-
sites of headship ' might be held by Numbudiri Brahmans ; that
property in land pure and simple, unconnected with any political
office, might vest in persons who were not Bra.hma,r_ls or Ragafs
or officials in any sense; and that Rajas, Nambudivis, and p)-
vate persons were all equallye ¢ompetent to grant leases of their
private lands on definite rents gnd for definite periods set out tn
written documents. Bub they show no trace of the existence of
a State land revenue.

“Nor is it inconceivable that such a system of -land-holding
shonld have been evolved from what is supposed to be the type
of primitive Aryo-Dravidian tribal organisation—an aggregate
of villages under a chief, each village being an aggregate of the
farpily holdings of the original cultivators, with special allotments
for the priest and temple and for the chief. The normal devel-
opment from this to the village of ryotwari holdings, each paying
o share of the produce to the king, would naturally be arrvested by
the peculiar conditions of Malabar. The physical features of the
country would in themselves go far to prevent the formation of
village communities; the martial spirit and organisation of the
Nayars would militate against the establishment of any strong
central Government or system of land revenue; and the matri-
archal family system and supreme influence of the Nambudiris
would tend both to the preservation of large family cstates, and
to the accumulation of land in the hands of Brahmans and teraple
trustees. On the other band, with a Government organised
on a military basis, it wonld be natural for the Nayar janmi to
hold Dis lands free of State revenue on condition of supplying
his Rajan with men; and the prevalence of the Aanam tenancy
may well be explained by the fact that, while it provided the jan-
mi with some security for his rent, it would attract retainers by
offering them a larger interest than that of an ordinavy tenant
at will.

“But whatever the true history of the tenwres may be, it can
hardly be denied that the early British administrators weve right
in treating the janmis, who then included Mappillas, Tiyans and
Mukkuvans in their number as well as Nayars and Brabhmans, as
being in fact in the position of land-lords, and the kanamdars in
the position of tenants, in the English sense of the words.

“ It is perhaps unfortunate that, instead of asserting the
State’s right to waste lands, they adopted
the presumption that every acre of land
éms the private property of some japmi; but the position was
difficuls. Cultivable and uncultivable lands are inextricably min-
gled in Malabar, and few of the low hills which surround the
paddy flats are altogether valueless for cultivation; and the
cxistence of special forms of lease for the reclamation of jungle,
and even for shifting cultivation in forest, goes to show that

< Waste lands.
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“private rights had been claimed and acknowledged over most
of the ‘waste’ lands in the less remote desams. It 1s also
probable that private rights had become defined in the more
accessible timber forests. But there must have been ‘wide
stretches of primeval forests, unreclaimed wastes and sandy tracts,
and hills and waste lands used from time Immemorial as com-
mon grazing grounds and places where the people at large cut
grass and fuel’ over which the Rajas and then officials claimed
at most the prerogatives of Sovereignty; and these prerogatives
should have passed to the Honourable Company. In respect of
these, what Sir Henry Winterbotham called ‘the pestilentia)
legal fiction that all waste land must have a private owner’ has
operated as ‘a direct standing mwvitation for the preferment of
unfounded preposterous individual claims.’

“In settling the proportion of the State's share leviable as
' land revenue, provision was accordingly
made for the land-lord’s interest separately
from the mterest of the cultivator; but the
tenants, whether kanamdars or verumpattakars, were not re-
garded as having a permanent right of occupancy. No doubt
the kanamdars held a powerful position before the Mysorean in-
vasion, as the fighting material on whom the janmis depended
to perform their wilitary service to the Rajas, and were seldom
evicted ; their position was still further strengthened by the gen-
eral flight of the bigger janmis before the tervors of Tippu’s rule;
and many of the Mappilla kanamdars apparently proceeded to
claim the janmom rights of the lands of which they were left in
possession.  On the return of the janwis in 1793, the Joint Com-
missioners 1o arvanging for a settlement with them, considered
it desirable to effect a comprowise; and published a proclamation
declaring that Mappilla Kanamdars who had been in possession
of lands for over six years should be left undisturbed in full rights,
but that janmis who had been absent for only five or six years
might clain their old rights, and should if necessary sue for pos-
session of their lands., The janmis apparently in inost cases came
to terms with their kanemdars; but they were still heavily in
their debt: and when subsequently the collection of the revenue
was taken over by the British officials, the kanamdars in most
cases paid ib, and there was often little left for the janmis after
the assessment and the interest on the kanam had been deducted
from the rent. With a settled Government prices gradually
rose, and the janmis in course of time naturally endeavoured to
improve bheir position and get better rents from thelr lands.
The result was a disturbance of the hitherto quiescent relations
between the land-lords and tenants, and a mcre frequent resort
to the Courts in proceedings for eviction;and to this amongst
other causes was attributed the recurrence of Mappilla out-breaks
in the middle of the nineteenth century. An elaborate enquiry
wag held into the system of land tenures, and proposals {to whick

Development betweeu
1793 and 189%4.

Lo ROM IV H
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“allusion has already been made in Chapter IV) were considered
to give certain of the tenants a statutorv right of permanent oc-
cupancy ; but no change was actually effected. ¥ *

“In describing the land revenue administration of Malabar,
it 1s nhmpossible to deal with the district
as one hotnogeneous whole. Different systems
have ab vasious times prevailed in different
parts. After a brief notices therefore, of the revenues col-
lected in the days before the Mysorean invasion, the revenue
history of the eight plain taluks of Malabar will be described, and
tracts like the Wynaad and Cochin taluks, which for special rea-
sons require separate treatment, will be dealt with geparately.

T.and revenue od-
ninatration,

“ Allusion has already been made to the taxes upon which, ag
] well as upon their cherdkial lands, the Hindu
Sg“gce.s_"f revenue  Rayas depended for their revenues between
of Rajas. the date of the departure of the last of
the Perumals and the Mysorean invasion. Many of them
were not g0 much taxes as feudal rights and prevogatives. The
Raja levied customs duties upon imports and exports, and taxes
upon the houses of fisheren, tradesmen and professional men.
Criminal fines went to fill his coffers, and succession duties were
Jevied upon the estates of deceased persons, especially those who
held offices or rights over land. Outcaste women were a two-
fold source of profit. They were made over to the Raja with a
premium as compensation for the trouble of looking alter them,
and they were sold by him as slaves ov wives to Chettis. The
estates of persons who died without heirs were escheated; nor
could an heir be adopted without the Raja’'s consent, given of
course at a price. FProtection fees under various namnes were
levied from dependants and strangers, and customary presents
were his due on occasions of feast or funeral. Wrecks were his
perquisite, and various animals his monopoly. Amnong such ani-
mals may be wentioned cows with three or five dugs, cattle that
had killed a man or other animals, cattle with a white spot near
the corner of the eye, buffaloes with white tips to their tails, wild
elephants caught jn traps and wild hogs that had fallen into
wells.

“The first recorded instance of the levyof land revente In
Malabar Jicensed in historical tinies was in
1731-32 4. D, when the Kolattiri Raja,
hard pregsed by the invasion of the Bednur
Raja, imposed a tax of 20 per cent. of the pattom on all rice and
gorden lands in Kolattanad. When the invaders retreated, the
tax was probably discontinued, and the district was not assessed
again tiJl the Mysorean nvasion. In 1757 the Zawmorin, who
had previously possessed himself of the nad of Naduvattam, overs
ran the remaining territory of the Palghat Raja, and to meet the
expenses of the force required as a defence against the Mysoreans,

“iest ingtance of Jand
revenue
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“ who were then threatening an invagion by way of the Pal-
ghat Gap, imposed a land tax called kaval-phalwm. This tax
was levied at the rate of an anna on every piece of land which
required for a single crop one local para (10 seers) of seed.”

Cochin State Ma;n‘/'al—-p. 298 :—

‘" As land holding deve]oP.ed into a well defined, .if compleg,

Land Tenurcs Pro system centuries before the sovereign began
fatory. T to lev% any revenue from the la_,nd, and as,
when Jand revenue began to be imposed, the

various fenures under which lands were held from time immemo-
rial were taken into account in fixing the assessment, an account
of the land tenures should naturally precede that of the land
revenue administration. Here, as in Travancore and in Malabar,
the property in the soil is vested not in the sovereign or in the
cultivator, but in an intermediate class known as janmis, by
whom the lands are leased to cultivators on the produce sharing -
system on a variety of tenures. The origin of this proprietary
right and of the tenures on which the lands are leased is lost in
the mists of antiquity. Vavious theories have been put forward
by writers on the subject, which it is impossible to deal with
fully within the limits of this book : all that can be attempted
here is a recapitnlation of the traditionary and popularly accepted
account of their origin, together with what appears from a con-
sideration of the circumstances of the case to be the true origin.

“According to the traditionary account presexrved in the

N Keralolpattr, a comparatively recent work,
Traditionary accomt.  paracirama, an incarnation of Vishnu,
created the land of Kerala and gave 1t as a gift to the Brahmans,
whom he invited from the north and settled in sixty-four
gramems.  This gift, made with flower and water for their
enjoyment, is called janmam. Parasumrama then sent for Suvdras
from various countries, and settled themy in the land as
the adwans and kudiyans, or the slaves and tenants, of
the Brahmans. He established them in separate tcorwsg, and as-
signed to them the duties of supervising, executing and giving
orders (literally, the eye, the hand and the order), so that they
might preserve the rights of all classes from Dbeing curtailed ov
falling into disuse. Vo them as Audiyans, he also assigned the
kanam and the infevior share (kilhur), while to the Brahmans
belonged the janmam and the supevior shave (melkur). On the
authority of this tradition, the Brahmans claim the exclusive
proprietary right in the land as well as explain the absence in
the old days of any general land tax in the State, since the
ancient Hindu Jaw-givers expressly excluded the Brahmans from
payment of taxes. In the absence of authentic history and of
the historical instinct among a people, all social and other phe-
nomena are explained by ascribing a divine origin to them; the
Brahmanical expianation of the origin of janmam and Lanam is
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“but one of the many illustrations of this tendency. All the evi.
dence available at present tends to show that the Sudras established
themselves in the country centuries before the Brahman im-
migrants found their way into it in successive waves, and at the
dawn of history, the janmam ,or proprietary right in the land is
found to have been vested for the most part innon-Brahmans.
The probabilities therefore arecthat the Brahmans never enjoyed
proprietary right over more thdn a minor portion of the land and
that they obtained this right not by divine favour but—more
prosaically—by gift, purchase or uswrpation from the immigrants
who settled in the country long before them.

‘“The politica) constitution of the country had, from the times
when we begin to get glimpses of it up to the
middle of eighteenth century, been of the nature
of & military hierarchy, whatever might have heen the process
of evolution by which it attained that form. The king was the
head of the State, and had extensive crown lands for his
maintenance, while the rest of his territory was divided into
nads ov districts ruled over by Naduwvazhe chiefs, who exercised
guasi-sovereign authority over them. The nads were again
divided into desams ov villages, some of which were reserved
ng the private property of the king or the Naduvazhis, while
the rest were made over to and ruled by Desavazhis. 'The
proprietary right in the lands comprising the latter class
of desams was vested i the Desavazhis, while that of
the other desams belonged to the Naduvazhis. The king enjoy-
ed the same right in the lands comprising the crown villages.
This right, to the extent limited to property in the soil, came to
be known as the janmam right. Neither the Desavazhi nor' the
Naduvazhi had to pay any regular tax to the king for the lands
in'their possession, but they were both bound to attend the king,
and march wherever they were directed, with all the fighting
men in their nads and desams. In the midst of the community
orgamsed in this manner, Brahmans from the north began to
establish themselves, and by their great superiovity in knowledge
and intelligence, they gradually acquired great ascendency over
the people and their rulers. For their valuable services, both
spiritua) and temporal, they obtained, as in the other kingdoms
of southern India, repeated grants of lands with libations of
water from the king and chiefs of the country, and the religious
institutions founded by them or at their instance also received
similar grants of land. The granting of lands in this manner
to Brahmans and Devaswoms was and is still considered to be
an act of rehgious merit. Thus, in course of time, the lands be-
came distributed among the king, the chiefs of nads and desams,
the Brabman¢ and the Devaswams. Some of the landed pro-
prietors among the Brahmans rose to the position of Naduvazhis
and Desavazhis,' and two of them even became rulers of petty

Probable origin.

-kingdoms, but the great majority of the rulers and g vere

always non-Brahrnans. This latter circumstance | v
. . .

\
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“ proves that the Brahmans were the new-comers and that they
acquired their rights and privileges from the earlier settlers.
In view of their great superiority over the Dravidians in almost
every respect, it is inconceivable that the latter could have sue-
ceeded in wresting so much power from the Aryans. The king
and the chiefs leased most of their lands on favourable terms to
their military retainers, mainly Nayars, who, in consideration of
the substantial profit they devived from their holdings, were
bound to render gratuitous militavy sexrvice whenever called upon
to do so. The normal lease was a simple one called verumpat-
tom, which was redeemable at pleasure. When.any retainer
rendered distinguished service, such as, in the opinion of the chief,
merited special reward, the lease was converted into a Aanam,
which not only rendered it irredeemable for a generation, but
also entitled the tenant to a pecuniary compensation in the event
of eviction. If the service rendered was of an exceptional nature,
the lease was made perpetnal and irvedeemable, with only a
nominal rent payable by the tenant (inam or ambhogam). Thus,
in their ovigin, the land tenures of this coast were essentially
military, though in their subsequent developments undee altered
circumstances they have lost much of this character. * *

“Land revenue, as it is now understood, began to be levied
for the first time in 1762. DPrior to that year,
the produce of the land used to be shared
exclusively between the janmi and the tenant
in certain fixed proportions. In that year, however, it
became pecessary to provide additional funds for administrative
purposes to be presently explained, and it was decided to levy
from land-holders a rajadhogam, ov king’s shave, as distinguished
from the janmibhogam, or the landlord’s shave. This rajabhogam,
together which the janmibhogam of the lands which belonged to
the Sirkar in janmam, constituted the land revenue of the State.

Origin of faud
revenue.

“The chief sources of the king's revenue prior fo 1762

) were the handulrishi ov crown lands, customs

ceSP Z,'(E\'l,fz:,sei?":" and monopolies. The crown lands, which con-
" sisted eventnally of 365 farms, were either

leased to temants at will or cultivated by the Raja’s slaves
under the supevvision of officers appointed for the purpose.
Owing to the large foreign trade which Cochin enjoved from very
early times, the customs revenue was considerable, and consisted
of transit duties as well as duties on exports and imports. Since
the advent ofthe Portuguese, pepper and othex spices were treated
as articles of State monopoly, which could be disposed of by
the producers only to the State. The latter purchased them at
fixed prices and sold them at a profit. A tax called kettuthengu
was levied from the cocoanut gardens owned by Madampr chiefs
at the rate of six annas and eight pies per tree on three per cent.
of the trees in every gardems Among the minor sources of
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‘‘income were the annual nuzzar, the protection fees under various
names and the succession fees paid by chiefs and other land-
holders, taxes upon the houses of tradesmen and other profes-
sional men, fees paid when titles or privileges were conferred on
individuals or families, and criminal fines, and fines levied for
caste and other social offences. The estates of chiefs and others
dying without heirs lapsed to the king, and adoptions could be
made only with his consent and on payment to him of 20 per
cent. of the value of the estate as nuzzar. He was entitled to
all wrecks stranded on his shores, to all elephanis canght in pits
and to certain natural freaks among cattle. Al teak trees,
whether standing in Sivkar or private lands, were the monopoly
of the State.

“ When local administration was in the hands of hereditary
chiefs and the army consisted of militias main-

What necessitated  tained by them, the income from the above
levy of land tax.  sources, though not large, was generally suffi-
cient for the maintenance of the royal family and

of such limited establishments as were then needed. But when,
afterthe expulsion of the Zamorin in 1762, the chiefs were divested
of their administrative and military powers and the administra-
tion was placed in the hands of officers appointed by the Raja, it
became necessary to provide funds for the maintenance of these
administrative establishments, as also of a standing army. As
the income from the existing sources was not sufficient for these
purposes, the levy of a general land tax on a very limited scale
was ordered from 937 M. B. (1761-2). In 1774, Haidar, after
his second conquest of Malabar, demanded a contribution of four
lakhs of rupees from Cochin; the demand was veadily complied
with with a view to obtain immunity from invasion. To meet
this expenditure, an additional tax was levied from the }and
holders 1n 949 M. . In 957, Cochin became tributary to Haidar
and bad to pay a tribute of one lakh of pagodas in 952 and thirty
thousand in each of the subsequent years. The rates of assess-
raent were accordingly revised in 952 and 953 to meet this
demand. Since this peviod, there has been settlements of

land revenue on several occasions, some general and others
plecemeal..... ...l ”

3. The above extracts have been reproduced at such great

. _ length in view of the importance of the subject
tenlunl%nldence of jenmantand the elaborate treatment it has received at ]the
_ hands of competent authorities holding divergent
views. Whatever may be the vreal origin of the Jenmom tenure
it is admittedly a peculiar feature of the land revenue system of
Kerala, including Trvavancore. Owing to its political history
Trayanpore has, as already stated, retained intact the originai
u_ashxt':ubom The earliest State accounts recognise the broad gdis-
tinction between Jenmom and Sirkar, Further, it will be seén



(g Ly

cHAP. 1] LAND REVENUE HISTORY. 5

from some of the above extracts that the Sirkar itself was consi-
dered only a big Jenmi and the Sirkar lands comprised that por-
tion of the original Jenmom lands that had lapsed to Government
or the ruling power, by escheat, conquest or confiscation. It 18
significant that Dewan Mr. Ramaiengar defined Pandaravaka or
Sirkar lands as ‘lands other than jenmom’. This shows the
antiquity of the jemmom tenure as well as its prominent and well
recognised position”in land revenue phraseology. In connection
with the Jenmi and Kudiyan Regulation, V of 1071, the follow-
ing definition of ‘Jenmom Jand’ was arrived at after considerable
discussion i~

“‘Jenmom land’ means land (other than Pandaravaka, Sree-
pandaravaka, Kandukrishi or Sirkar Devaswom land, recognised
as such in the Sirkar accounts) which is either entirely exempt
fromm Government tax or if assessed to public revenue ts subject
to Rajabhogam only and the occupancy right in which is created
for & money consideration (kanam) and is also subject to the pay-
ment of michavaram or customary dues and the periodical renew-
al of the right on payment of renewal fees. >

¢ Jemmom lands * ave classified in the Sirkar accounts as falling
under one or other of the following heads :—

(1) Devaswomvags
(2) Brahmaswomvaga
(3) Madambimarvags.

The “essential distinction between the three classes of jen-
mom lands, from the land revenue stand-point, is that while the
- jenmorn lands under the head of Devaswomvaga and Brahma-
swomvaga are exempt from assessment so long as they remain
unalienated, the lands under Madambimarvaga are charged with
Rajabhogan even in the hands of the original holders. Both classes
of jenmoin lands become subject to varying rates of Rajabhogain in
. cases of alienation.

The excinption {rom assessment in respect of jenmom lands under
the head of Devaswonvaga and Brahmaswomvaga was not peculiar to
Travauncore, but was recognised throughout Kerala, including Travan-
core, Cochin and Malabar. In Malabar, the old system was changed
only after the invasion of Hyder Ali and in Cochin, a similar change
was introduced when it came under the influence of Hyder. (Vide
Gazetteer of the Malabar Dustrict, page 308 and Cochin State Manual,
pp. 308-304). This is mentioned also in Ward and Conners's Memoirs,
Vol. I, p. 72.

“The Namboories (the Brahmans of the eastern coast have
no particular privilege in this instance) of Travancore who pos-
sess hereditary estates, still hold them free from any sort of



56 LAND REVENTE HISTORY. [cuap, 1.

e b e

‘“taxation, (and may pass them toa Namboori without deteriorat-
ing the tenure) an immunity enjoyed by those of Cochin till the
vetgn of Hyder (1765) .

\ Travancore having been.all along {ree from foreign conquest ov
subjugation has vetained the original system untmpaired. This has
been recognised and confirmed at every settleinent and constitates an
essential feature of the existing system,

4. The early history of Travancore js mostly based on tradition
. _ , and some ancient works which do not command
bz;]-‘;d:‘q'ﬁgr)&‘am“ A0 that yeputation for accuracy and procision that
‘ ‘ is necessary for accepting them as reliable data.
" In the absence of better materials, these data have been utilized in the
few published writings relating to the eavly period of Travancore his-
tory, which may be roughly described as the period preceding the
accession of Marthanda Varma Maha Raja in 904 M. . Recent
archeological vresearches have disclosed some facts rvelating to that
period. Some information under this head ts furnished in the State
Manual, Vol. I, Chapters V and VI. A few facts related in My
Shungoonny Menon’s History of Travancore are also based on old
records to which reference is made in that werk.  With the help of
the information obtained from these sources and other publications
(notably the ‘Travancore Archwological Series™ published by Mr.
Gopinatha Row) a few important facts bearing on the Liand Revenue
History of the State have been collected and they are enumerated in
the following paras § to 33 in chronological order. They are put in
not so much as facts established by incontrovertible authority but as
sffording matter for further enquiry and examination.

5. From some copper plate inscriptions examined by Mr. Gopinatha,
Row and explained in the Travancore Archwo-
logical Series No. I, itis seen that in the first
century of the Malabar Xra certain lands were
purchased by a king from the sabha at Minchirs and endowed for
religions and charitable purposes in the temple of Parthivasekhara-
puram and the village of Parthivasekharapuram founded by the king.
Mention 13 made of certain taxes known as Karanmai, Midatchi and
Nerpadi. The Kalam measure for rice Jands is also mentioned. The
terms Devadayain and Brahmadaya also occur in this record. Rice
lands are described as thadi or field, which expression is even now in
comnion use,

Parthivasckliarapnram
grant,

In another inscription also dealt with in the same publication,
the above termsoccur. In addition, the term Kakshabhogam also oc-

cursand is interpreted as meaning ‘ the fees levied for protecting any-
thing such as land.’ P g any

. The 'Ka,laux_n’meansure1 for land is mentioned glso in another
Jngeription (Thripparappu ¥ragmentary Set of Copper Plates) dealt
with in the Travancore Archwological Series, No, XIII,
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6. The constitution under which the Sri Padmanabha Swami
Constitution of Titara  CTRDIE 1" managed is traced fo the commence-
yogam. 2% ment of the Malabar Era. Mr. Shungoonny

Menon says in his History of Travancore,
page 89:— '

“The old records in the Trivandrum pagoda shew that on
the 5th Chingom of the first Kollam year, 2. e., five days after
the promulgation of the new year, the members of the five royal
Houses of the Travancore family, the Swamyar, (ecclesiastical
head), and all the nobility, &c., assembled in the Trivandrum
pagoda and introduced certain new rules or ordinances for the
conduct of the daily, monthly, and yearly performances of poojas
and other ceremonies in the pagoda. These rules ave still in
force in thesaid pagoda.”

The five royal houses mentioned in the above extract are ex-
plained by Mr. Shungoonny Menon himself in an earlier portion
of his book as comprising (Vanavapaud) Venaud, (Sreevalumcode)
Thiruvithancode, (Sreepatha) Trippappoor, (Sreevey) Sheravay
and (Jayuthunaganaud) Desinganadu Swaroopams. It is said
that the Travancore royal family resided at different places and
was known by the five denominations above mentioned. In the
“same book 1t 1s stated (page 92) that “in the Kollany year 225
- (1050 a. p.) the ancient pagoda at Trivandium was rebwlt by a.
Travancore sovereign, whose pame i8S not known.”

These statements were evidently based on a Malayalam work
of 1043 M. E. by My. Patchn Moothathu, who like Mr. Shungoo-
nny Menon was attached to the then sovereign and both had ample
facilities afforded them for examining the old recordsin the palace and
the temple. The specific mention of the old vecords in the extract
above given shows that the author had obtained some authority in
sapport of his statement.

The facts connected with the coanstitution of the Sri Padma-
nabba Swami Temple at Trivandrum are important as thereisa close
connection between it and the State and the organisation of the latter
mcluding the land revenue system was modelled on the former.
This is borne out by the earliest land revenue accounts now availa-

ble.

The ancient constitution of this texople, which is still in force,
is known as ‘Ettarayogam’ or council of eight and half. Tt was
referred to and explained as follows by Dewan Mv. Seshia Sastri in
his ‘Administration Report for 1048 & 1049, p. 98" :—

“449. The most celebrated and venerated pagoda in the State,
viz., that of Sri Padmanabhaswami has a Government of its
own unconnected with the State, the Sovereign having but half
a vote among the governing body which consists of one Namboo-

" ree Sannyasi, 6 Potti Brahmins and one Nair Nobleman, (possess-
ing with others a single v?te) w;ho coilstxtutg bhe* honorary

& -*
trustees.

L, R. M. IV,
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“451. By virtue of the half vote enjoyed by the:Sovereign,
the whole management and supervision of the temple vests in the
Sovereign who appoints the necessary establishments and arran-
ges for the due performance of service. ”

Mr. Shungoonny Menon also explans the origin and
development of the old institution in another passage {(quoted below)
in his ‘History of Travancore’'—pages 96-98:

“As has already been stated the re-organisation of the
ecclesiastical society in 225 M. B. (1050 A. p.) which was called
Ittara Yogom amounted to this. A society was formed consist-
ing of ‘eight and a half membeys’ of whom eight were Potty
Brahmans, each of whom pretended to have the privilege of a
casting vote, and the sovereign who was considered half member,
had no vote iu the transactions of the Devaswam affairs. By
such an arvangement, the affairs of the Devaswam became
virtually vested in the hands of the eight Potty Brahmans, and
they began to work the institution through thejr attachés the Ettu
Veetil Pillamar, who were the representatives of eight noble
famolies. The sovereign had little or no influence over the
Devaswan, and was simply required to be present at the usual
periodical ceremonies.

“The power of this Yogakar and the association became so
great, that the records show that they even imposed heavy fines
upon the sovereign for wrongs done to the Devaswam institution.

“This Devaswam possessed extensive landed property
which was then called Sree Pundara Vaca (belonging to the holy
treasury). Its sole managers were the Yogakkar, who had all the
powers of despotic rulers over the Devaswam property, and over
every one of the tenants and holders of the Devaswam lands.
The Jottu Veetil Pillamar were entrusted with the collection of
the Devaswam revenue, and the village where the Devaswam
lands Jay, were divided into eight Adhikaremns. KEach of the
Ettu Veetil Prillamay was appointed a collector over the Adhi-
karem, with the powers of a petty chief.

“The king having little or no authority over these men,
they rose in power and importance, and gradually became su-
preme lords in their villages, and in time the Madempimar (nobles
and petty chiefs), who were not loyally attached to the crown,
were also influenced by the Ettu Veetil Pillaar and the combi-
nation became a powerful one.

“ The principal royal residence was at Sreevalumcode about
thirty miles from the Devaswam head statior (Trivandrum),
which was solely under the despotic rule of the Yogakkar and the
Ettu Veetil Pillamar for a period of two hundred and thirty five
years, and so the re-construction of a royal residency at Trivan-
drum in 510 M. . was not quite to the liking of the Yogakkar,
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whose feelings were roused when the sovereign began to watch
their proceedings and insist upon having the accounts, connected
with the income and expenditure of the Devaswam submitted
periodically to his inspection.

“Though the king’s command was resisted by the Yogalkar,
Sree Veera Marthanda Vurmah, from whom originated the pro-
posal, quietly, but effectually, gained a step in the right direction,
ahd, during his reign of forty years, His Highness establhshed
his authority, in a measure, over the Devaswam.”

The ‘Travancore State Manual’ contains the following reference
to this subject, Vol. I, pp. 303—304:

“ The Yogakkars were a body of Potti Brahmins who formed
themselves into a committee of management of the Syt Padma-
nabha swamy temaple at Trivandram. There were eight such
Brahmin representatives belonging to eight Brahmin families.
Each of them had a vote while the sovereign himself had only
half a vote—in all, eight votes and a half. The Committee was
therefore known by the name of Ettara-yogam (commitee of 8%
votes). According to Shungoonny Menon, there was effected a
re-organisation of the devaswams in 220 M. ©. (1045 A. D.) under
the management of this Ettara-yogam. These members grad-
ually became a powerful body and wielded immense influence in
the conduct and administration of the temple establishwents.
The sovereigns had little or no control over them and were
simply permitted to be present at the periodical ceremonies. The
Ettuvitti) Pillamaxs were the representatives of eight noble Nayar
families and were entrusted with the collection of the Devaswam
revenues. Originally they bad nothing to do with the Devaswans.
They were the tenants of Potti jenmis who were not wmembers
of the Ettara-yogam but wmere landlords. In cowse of time,
however, they acquired great wealth and power, defied their own
genmi landlovds and allied themselves with the Yogakkars. As
the king had no authority over the Yogakkars and was evidently
unable to control the Pillamars, these latter easily rose.to power
and importance.”

7. The lands belonging to the Sri Padmapabha Swamy temple
Sreepandaravana known as Sri Pandavavaga are kept separate from
lands. PanCaravags the State accounts, though managea by the State
from the earliest times. It is well-known that
Devasworns in Travancore as well as in the rest of Kerala are of an-
cient origin and that they owned extensive properties the manage-
ment of which invested the Ooralers or temple managers with great
power and influence approaching in some cases to regal power. This
. peculiarity of the ancient constitution has also a direct bearing on the
Land Revenue History as the great jenmis of the earliest periods were
also territorial land-lords, as has been already explained in dealing
with the origin of the ‘Jenmom’ tenure.
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- 8, The importance of the Devaswoms in the early constitution of
the State is described as follows m Mry. Shung-

Importance of Deva- oonny Menon's ‘History of Travancore,” pages
swoms from the earli- 79-80:—

est times.

“We find that during the sway of the Namboories over each
of the various Devaswoms (temples of worship) instibuted by
Parasu Rama, a Samantha Kshatria called Kovil Adhikarikal was
appointed as manager. These Adhikarikals rose in power and
in course of time established themselves as petty chiefs.

“These Devaswoms became possessed of imamense wealth
and landed property, to which latter numerous tenants were at-
tached and who established themselves as ryots or subjects, so
much so that the Devaswom managers and trustees enacted rules
and Jaws for the management of the Devaswom property and
began to enforce these laws, independent of the king, within the
limits of their landed property.

“Tradition shows that the life and property of the Deva-
swom tenants were at the mercy of the Devaswom community.
In every pagoda, before the commencement of the annual Ulsa-
vam festival, which generally begins by a flag Dbeing hoisted,
such of the Devaswom tenants, as had committed any breach of
the Devaswom rules were gibbetted before the hoisting of the
flag and the commencement of the Ulsavom. By such arbitrary
conduct of the Devaswon:1 people the sovereign* power was over-
shadowed, and the king became indifferent to the mode in which
affairs were administered within the jurisdiction of Devaswom
and Brahmaswom lands.

“These powers of the Devaswom appear to have continued
up to the early part of the eighth century, as will be seen from
accounts of the Trivandrum Devaswom.

“The rise of the Devaswom to power greatly affected the
military resources of the king, whose forces were chiefly constitut-
ed of militia trained out of the populace. Now, the Devaswom
ryots became the largest portion of the people and they were not
pexmitted to form a portion of the militia™.

9. From an inseription in the Cape Comorin temple ¢ Travancore
o ‘ Archaological Series No. VIII pp. 164-165) be-
i g longing o the Brd cembiey of U Molaber T
Cape Comoris. 1t 1s seen that in the devadanam village of Kan-
niyakumari, there were several taxes known ag

Kumarakachanam (#oRe 3sme), Meenpattom (¢aba10g:), Elavaniya-

pattom (Ruaweml@asdge) Attn pattom (F®gasse), Tharaku kooli
(momeza)) ete.

Another inscription dealt with in the above Series No. VIIT p.
168, also of the 3rd century of the Malabar Era, makes mention of the
Kole as a measure of land.
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.10.  From an inscription in the Cape Comorin temple examined
Gift of lands to Cape by Mr. Gopinatha Row and explained in the
Comorin  temple by the Travancore Archaological Series No. III, it is
Pandyan king. seen that in the 4th century of the Malabar Ers,
the Pandyan Lking Parantaka made a gift of
lands, comprising a good portion of modern Nanjinad and the adjoin-
ing British territory to the Cape Comorin temple. The gift is termed
Devadanam and from the area within the limits specified in the grant
the lands styled Pallichandam are excluded. The latter has been in-
texpreted to mean lands belonging to Jaina or Budha temples.

11. The tract known as Nanjinad comprising the taluks of Thovala
and Agastiswaram is said to have been taken
back by Travancore in 292 wm. E. (1117 4&. D))
from ome Nanji Kuravan who had takem pos-
session of it during the Mahommedan rule of the Pandyan kingdom.
Vide following extract from Mr. Shungoonny Menon's ‘History of
Travancore’ page 92 :— .

Aanexation of Nanji-
vad.

“Duwring the Mahommedan yule of the Pandyan kingdom,
which rule appears to have continued for about half a century,
one Nanja Koraven, a feudatory chief under Travancore obtained
possession of, Nanjinad, the southern part of Travancore, and
established himself there as a ruler. Subsequent to the conquest
of Mysore by the Mahommedans and the velief of the Madura
kingdom, Nanja Koraven and his confederacy were driven away
by the king of Travancore in the Kollam vear 292 (1117 A. D).

This fact is also mentioned n the ‘Travancore State Manual’
Vol. I p. 251 as follows :—

“Jn the beginning of the 12th century A. p., a battle was
fought between the king of Kupakas (Travancore sovereign) and
Rajasimha, the Pandyan king, at the dam of the river Parali,
alias ‘Pandian Anai’, during which the dam was demolished by
the forces of the king of Kupakas. He defeated Rajasimha and
conquered the country of Kottar together with the whole of Nan-
janad on the 11th Chingam 292 M. B.”

12. The administration of Nanjinad in the fourth century of the
Malabar Era is referred to as follows in the ‘Tra-

Administration of ) ) .
Nanginadin the early valn.coxe State Manual,” Vol. I pp. 252-253:

days.

“In 301 M. = (1125 A D.), Sr1 Virs KERAULA VarMA-T
fiourished in Venad and his loyal chieftains made over the tax
in paddy and money due froma Vadasseri as a gift to the tem-
ple of Rajendra Cholesvara for the daily performance of T'hiru-
madura-Panakam. Travancore or Venad, as it was then called,
was under him a well-organised principality with loyal feudal
chieftains to transact public business and to levy taxes, as it is
done now, botl in kind and in cash; the Government dues were
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0Old limits of Travan-
core-

t

“‘then moderate and fair. The circumstances under which Sri
Vira Kerala of Venad was prompted to dedicate so piously a por-
tion of his revenue to a temple founded by a foreign monarch
are difficult to determine. The grant was, however, meant in
all probability as a political peace-offering to the representatives
of the Mummudi Chola power in the land. We do not know
how long this king ruled. We find his successor SrI Konar KERa-
LA VarMA ruling in Venad between 320 and 325 M. E. (1145-
1150 A. D). This king recovered possession of Suchindram and
other portions of Nanjinad and made to the temple of Suchin-
dram a gift of lands in the following villages, namely Suchin-
dram, Karkadu, Tenvalanallur (or Kakkumudur as it is now
called) and Tenkanpuduy. During his reign, the measurements
of land and grains were the same as they were in the Chola coun-
try. Kodai was an epithet applied to the kings of Travancore.

‘“ The successor of this king was SrI VIRa Ravi VARMA who
ruled over Venad from 336 to 339 M. £. (1161—11064 A. ».). The
remaining northern portion of Nanjinad was added by him to
his kingdom. The gift of the lands in Tazhakud: Puduvur-
armulal to the temple of Puravari Vinnavar Alvar was made by
his loyal chieftains Singan Rangan of Pasunkulgm (Painkulan)
Tennadu, and three others on the 6th of Edavam 336 . E.
There was no uniform standard for measures and weights any-
where 1n Southern India; each temple used its own under the
name of the local deity. The village governiments that existed
received the support and sympathy of this sovereign. One of his
documents confirms the inference that has already heen drawn
with respect to the eastern boundary of the Venad principabity
at that time. Since the executive officers referred to in the deed
are styled ‘officers in charge of the affairs of Nanjinad' (57659
wrl_ @ssrfud Qewerigear ), the Chola power must have been
by this time altogether extinct there. Viva Ravi Varma ruled
peacefully over all South Travancore, his affairs in Nanjinad
being administered by a triumvirate composed of Kerala Santosha
Pallavaraiyan, probably the chief of the local officers, Govindan
Vikraman and Anpandan Chakrapani who were in charge of the
civil adminmistration. The Rajah’s ministers of the State at the
capital were the loyal chieftains, Pullalan Aiyan, Singan Rangan,
Narayanan Shungaran and Kodal Devan.”

13. Prior to the annexation of Nanjinad mentioned in the above

extract, the territories of Travancore comprised
only the tract between Eratta Malay (east of
Oodayagir1) and Edavaye near Warkalay. There

was a small accretion to this territory, when the Travaancore Royal
family acquired by right of adoption the territories forming the Madan-
thinkara Swaroopam (Mavelikara). Shungoonny Menon’s ‘ History of
Travancore’ pp. 91-92.
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14. The existence>of administrative divisions or ‘districts’ about
01 administrati this period and of the land tenures known as
administrative Uranmas and Karanmas is slso mentioned in the

divisions and speci :
t;;frlz:_b ndspecial Cqyavancore State Manual ', Vol. 1 p. 255:—

. “In 871 M. E. (1196 A. D.),bthe ancient throne of Venad was
occupied by Sr1 Vira Rama Warma TrruvaADpi. From the ins-
cription in which this king 1 mentioned, we are able to trace
two or three striking features of the social economy of the times.

‘ Besides the village associations already noticed, Venad, it
would appear, had an important public body under the name of
the < Six Hundred” (Qevew g sr@ars) to supervise the
working of temples and charities connected therewith, What
other powers and privileges this remarkable corporation of * Six
Hundred ' was in possession of, future investigation can alone .
determine. Buf a number so large, nearly as large as the British
House of Commons, could not have been meant, in so small a
State as Venad was in the 12th Century, for the single function
of temple supervision. There 1s an allusion again in this record
to the Valanjiyars of the eighteen districts. The ‘ eighteen dis-
tricts” were no doubt eighteen administrative divisions of Venad:
................................. We may reasonably presume that the
,eighteen Valanjiyars were eighteen local magnates, or feudal
barons of the realm.............c...o .. It looks probable that the
loyal chieftains transacting business in the name of the king and -
forining, as it were, his government or cabinet ministry came
from this class of Valanjiyars ov feudal barons’.

“There were also slaves attached to the land and there were
two important kinds of land tenure, Ural ox Uranmai, subject to
the control of the village associations, and Karanmai or freeholds,
directly under the control of the State.”

15. The next important fact is the abolition of the system of farm-

.. . iogthe land revenue in the fifth century of the

y ogdg’.“];l’&; W WP Malabar Year. This is mentioned in the Mana-

' likaral inserviption of 410 M. &. to which great

importance is attached by the late Prof. Sundraw Pillai. His in-

terpretation of this inscription is quoted at length in the ‘ Travancore
State Manual °, Vol. I pp. 197 & 256—258 :— -

“ There are a number of inscriptions relating to taxation,
A very importart one on a pillar standing outside the temple of
Manalikarai Alwar in Kalkulam Taluk, dated 27th Medom 410
M. E., (1235 a. D.) records & Royal Proclamation issued after a
consultation held among the Joyal chieftains of Sri ViRA Ravi
KrrALA VARMA ruling VENaD, the members of the Kodalinallur
assembly and the people of that village as well as the individual
entrusted with the vight of realising the Government dues. The
chief points of interest in this inscription are that the whole
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“ village was responsible for the tax so that when any portion of
the crops failed, the villagers and the village assembly should
inspect and if satisfied of the drought, the sufferers had to pay
only one-fifth of the normal dues, while the balance fell on those
whose lands did pot fail. If there was a geneval failure,
then the village had to paycoaly onpe-fifth of the whole demand
due from it ; If the villagers should however desire that the ' col-
Jections should be postponed, i was done accordingly, the unpaid
amounts being adjusted in the years of plenty. ”

“The purport of the inscription is that on the 27th Medam
410 M. £., when Jupiter was in Vrischigam, was issued the fol-
lowing Proclamation :—

“ Agreeably to the understanding arrived at in a consultation
duly held among the loyal chieftains of Sri Vika IrRAVI KERaTA
Varma TIRUVADI, graciously ruling over Venad, the members of
the sadha or assembly of Kodainalloor, and the people of that
village as well as Kandan Tiruvikraman of Marugatacheri, en-
trusted with the right of realising the government dues: We
command and direct that the tax due from government lands be

taken as amounting in paddy to..........o..o and 24, in
arakkal crop (Kanni crop), and 725 amd 24, in charal crop
(Kumbham), and making up per yeayr a total of......... and the
same, due from tax-paying village lands, be taken as amounting
in paddy 1o, and 24, in arakkal crop; and 728
..................... and 24, in charal crop, and making up per year
a total of ...l TOD Py and tha

when the due quantity is measured out, a receipt be granted, dis-
charging the liability ; the fact being duly noted also in the vent
roll, and we command moreover that the order of permanent
lease (now in force) be surrendered into the hands of the clerks
who wuite or issue such deeds..................... From the Tuvami,
(Swami), too, no more lease be taken. When part of the tax is
paid, and part is still due, a list shall be prepared showing the
arrears for the whole year; and an anchali {or authorisation)
taken in writlag to realise the same from the sadha and the in-
babitants ; and the arrears then recovered accordingly. In sea-
sons of drought and consequent failure of crops, the members of
the sabha and the people of the village shall inspect the lands
and ascertain which have failed and which have not. The lands
that have failed shall be assessed at one-fifth of the normal dues,
but this one-fifth shall be levied as an additional charge on the
remaining lands bearing a crop. If all the taxable lands appear
to have equally failed, the sabha and the villagers shall report
the matter to the Swami and, after the Swami has inspected the
lands and ascertained the fact, one fifth (of the entire dues) shall
be levied. This one-fifth shall be taken to include pattavritts
and onachelavw amounting in paddy to........................ If the
members of the sabha and the inhabitants agree among them-
selves, and pray in comwon for a postponement of payment, as
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“ the only course open to a ajority among them, this demand
(one-fifth drought rate) shall be apportioned over all the lands
paying tax to government (to be levied in the subsequent har-
vest) but without intevest and pattars, the vent roll of the current
year being scored out. Should anything whatever be done con-
trary to thesa rules, the deviaton shall be visited with fine......
..................... and the strigh procednre again adopted. This
Our regulation shall continue4n force as long as the moon and
the starg endure.’

*“ This is a true stone-inscyibed copy of the Roval writ.  Ac-
cording to the late Prof. Sundaram Piltai, the Travancore
Honorary Archeologist, ‘

* This grants not a perpetual lamp or ‘2 mountain-like
drum’ to the Gods above, but peace and protection to toiling
humanity here below. One of the most womentous questions in
all human communities has been, and will always be, the price
each individunal in it has to pay for the advantages of organized
social life. In proportion to the fixity and definiteness char-
actevising this price, in all its aspects, is the government of the
cornmunity said to be civilized, stable and constitutional. An
jmportant item in #he price to be thus paid is the pecuniary
confribution given by.each fndividuat tor the maintenance of the

. State. In all agricultural countries, the bulk of the contribu-

tion must assime the form of land tax. In Travancove, then.
which is Jittle else than agricaltural, where i fact there is no
individual but has his teravad, his plot of Jand, the plot in which
he is born, in which he lives and works and in which he dies and
is eremated too, so that his very ashes stick to it even aftexr his
soul departs from this world, in a country so entiely aguicult-
ural, there can be no question of more vital interest, or of more
universal concern, than the nature and amount of land tax, the
manner and time of payving it, and the machirery through
which it is realized for the State. It appears to have been the
practice with several governments m by-gone days to farm out
the land revenue to the highest bidders, with a view to save
themselves the trouble and expense of collecting 1t in dribblets.
The imquity of the system may be better imagined than de-
scribed. Tt seems, nevertheless, to have been current in the
neighbouring districts of Tinnevelly and Madura to the very davs
of the Honourable Kast India Company. But in Travancore,
thanks to the village associations and the magnapimity and
political sagacity that seem to have unifovmly charactevized the
Venad sovereigns, the svstem, if 1t was ever largely introdoced,
was nipped in the bud, and the disasters of the fable of the goose
with the golden egys were early averted. Ior, observe how
the royal wiit before us deals that svstem a death Dblow. It
quietly takes away; in the ficst place, 1ts sting by fixing the
government dues exactly and wnalterably per vear and per
harvest.  The lease again is not to bz a fire farare, an enduring

L. R. M. v, IN
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“one, but to be renewsd from time to time so that the govern-
ment farmer would have no chance of abusing his power on the
strength of the hold he might otherwise have of the people. The
writ provides further, for the reduction of the government
demand to one-fifth in times of drought and failure. Why,
when some lands alone fail in village, this - one-fifth should be
given up on those lands, but leyied as an additional charge upon
the remaining, might demand & word of explanation. In seasons
of partial failave, and in tracts of land not fully opened out. by
easy lines of communication, the price of corn goes easily high;
and the Kodainallur council seems to have thought it just, or at
all events conducive to fellow-feeling, that those that are benefited
by such an adventitious rise of prices should forego 2 portion of
their profits for the sake of their suffering fellow-villagers. At
any rate, the measare muost have acted as a check upon false
complaints of failure, since the duty of determining what lands
had failed, and what not, was left to the villagnrs themselves
under the supervision of the sabha. It would be intevesting to
know who the Swami was, to whom the edict assigns the duty of
ascertaining and certifying the fact, in case the whole village fails.
He was, no doubt, some high ecclesiastical functionary, with a
considerable portion of the Jand revenue of the village probably
assigned to him for his own support and the support of the
tempie he was in charge of. The prohibition to take out leases
from the Swami would then mean prohibition to farm out to the
highest bidder the land revenue so assigned to hiru. Anyhow,
when the Swawni certifies a complete failure of crops in the whole
village, the government reduces its total demand to one-fifth, and,
foregoes in addition, its right to levy two minor charges, under
the name of pattavritts, (probably a present ot the anniversary
of the Sovereign's accession to the throne,) and onachelavu, a
special contribution to keep up the annuwal national festival of
that name (Onam).’

“ TMurther he writes :—

‘It is said that the edict is issued in terms of the under-
standing come to, in a council composed of the loyal chieftains
or winisters of the king, the assembly of Kodainallur, the people
of the village, and Kandan Tivuvikvaman, the local revenue
farmer or collector. 1 call him the collector, for, however oppres-
sive a Jessee or farmer he might have been before the date of
this document, he and his successors im office could have been
nothing more thén simple collectors of revenue after the exact
definition of the government dues given in the edict itself. No
doubt he miust have been a terrible man in his day with an
appointed function in the evolution of history, not unlike perhaps
the one played by those who went forth to demand © ship money’
in the days of Hampden. The good people of Kodainallur seem
to have been also equal to the occasion. Here is proof, if need
be, of the independent nature and constitution ol the old village
assemblies of Iravancove.................. The srblias  appear as
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““ permanent and well constituted public bodies that acted as a
buffer between the people and the government...... The whole
procedure reflects the greatest credit on all the parties concerned,
their conjoint action resulting in so precious a charter to the
people, and so pnmistakable ,a monument of the sovereign’s
» Unbounded love of .hig subjects’ Though the wording of the
document makes the enactment applicable primarily only to the
village of Kodainalluy, T have’ no doubt it was sooner ov later
cxtended to the whole of Venad. A just principle needs but once
to be recognised to be applied on all hands. o I hesitate not,
therefore, to call this Manalikavai Proclamation, one of the great
charters of Travancore.

‘But the immediate purpose for which the Manalikaral
charter is here introduced, is to prove the rule of Sti Vira Ravi
Kerala Varma on the 28th Medam 410 M.E., or about April
1235 Ao Having met Sri Vira Rama Kerala
Varma only 21 years prior, we may take the two reigns as having
been conterminous with one another.”

16. The existence of certain taxes on bamboo-grains and hill
- produce as well as a tax on the palmyra i the
shjz'?lﬁt[-cz:]x(:&“f mome reign of Sri Vira Udaya Marthanda Varma who
1s sald to have flourished in the 5th century of

the” Malabar era is mentioned in the following extract from the ‘Tra-

vancore State Manual’, Vol. I pp. 259-260 :—

“ From one of the grants of Martanda Varma, we learn that
Lamboo-grain and hill produce were the staple products on
which hillmen subsisted. To the known tax on handlooms, we
find here attached a tax ou. the palmyra, and it looks probable
that what is meant 1s a tax for tapping and not for otherwise
using that palm. DBesides fines, the government of those days
appropriated cevtain payments under the name of ko-murapadu
Jiterally ‘ voyal-justice income’. It could be taken to represent
the court fees and judicial revenue of modern times. Karasppattu
means ‘ adheving to " or ‘ reaching land’, and it might be taken
to include treasure-troves, mines, jetsams and floatsawns, and all
such royalties known to law.”

17. The origin of the Sreepadam Kdavaga, comprising the
o villages of Attingal and Idakkod in Chirayinkil
Origin of Sree- g]uk is traced to this period—430 M. . (1265 A. D.)
padom Edavuga. The following brief account is given in an

official report recently issued:—

“The villages of Attingal and ldakkod in the Chirayinkil
taluk, comprising an area of 213 sq. miles, form the hereditary
doinain of the Ranig of Travancore. The Ranpis held sway over
the tract, ever since the formation of the town of Aftingal in
1266 A.n. It was {froun Umayamma Rani that the English
obtained Anjengo in 1684, In 1737, the then Rani resigned het
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“sovercignty i favour of the Travancove EM;JJ_la Rajab. Since
then, the two villages are enjoyed by the Rapis (who veside at
the Sreepadam Palace in Trivandrum) as thew private domain.”

M. Shungoonny Menon refers to this as follows in s

‘IDstory of Travancore’, pc d3:—
¢

“ During the 5th cenbury¢ M. E., and in the »eign of king
Adithya Vwimah, the Travancére royal family was under the
necessity of adopting two females from the Kolathnaud royal
family, and g royal residence was constructed at Attingal, for the
residence of the two Ranees, and they were installed as Attingal
Mootha Thumpuran and Elia Thumpuran, i.e., senior and juwor
Ranees of Attingal. The country around Attingal was assigned
to then, and the revenue devived thevefromn was placed at their
disposal.”

The statement contained i the concluding portion of the above

exbract is evidently incorrect as the Banis exexcised sovereign authority
over the tract till 912 v. ., when the Rani resigned her sovereignty
in favour of the Lravancore Muha Rajal.

This fact 1s mentioned in * Hamilton's Description of Hindustan'

Vol. 1J, page 315, quoted in the ‘Travancore State Manual’, Vol. I
p. 338

A

“The Tamburetties of Attingara possessed the sovereignby
of Travancore from remote antiquity, until Raja Martanden
Vwmah. ... persuaded the Tamburetty to resign the sovereign
authority to the Rajas, both fov herself and for all succeeding
Tambuwrettics.  To perpetuate these conditions, a regular treaty
was executed between the Raja and the Tamburetty, which was
mscribed on a silver plate, and ratified by the: most solemn
imprecations, Jiniting the successions to the offsprings of the
Attingal Tamburetties. Having concluded this arrangement,

Raja Martanden Vurmah directed his ars against the neigh-
bouring States.”

The “ Travancore State Manual® (Vol. 1. page 305) contains also

the following extract from an official document drawn up in 1677
»., by Van Rheed then the Dutch Governor of Ceylon:

“The Princess of Attingah who is not alone the mother of
Travancore but the eldest of Tippaposorewam hasa large teryitory

of her own independent of Travancore, is also in alliance with
the Hon’ ble Comipany.”

18. The Travancore sovereign is said to have assumed authority
’ over the affai . e
Cantro! over Vycome e affairs of the Vycome Devaswom in th

tenple. sixth century of the Malabar era. Vide Shun-

goonny Menon's ‘History of Travancore’, p. 93—

“King Adithya Vurmah extended his sovereigity over some’

of the northern Devaswoms, as the accounts of the renowned
pagoda at Vycome shew that in 505 M. 5., (1330 a. ».,) that
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“ sovereign had assumed auathority over the affaivs of that Deva-

swom. ”’

The details connected which this transaction are mentioned
in the lollowing extract-from the Grandbavari of the Vycome temple
which is published in a vecent work—'History of Cochin’in Malaya-
lame—by Mr. K. P. Padmanabha Menon, Book I, pp. 189—191:—
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It s cvident from the above coxtract that the Maha Rajuh
of Travancore accepted the Melkoma Sthanam or overlordship of the
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Vycome teraple at the earnest vequest of the Yoga}{ka,rs after some
hesitation as the temple itself was outside lns dominions and several
small States intervened between his tervitory and the temple.

The ‘ Travancore State Manual ’ contains the following reference
to this transaction, Vol. II, p. 88¢—

<

“ On the 18th Vrischigoni¢ch84 M. E., the OQoranma managers
met the Rajab of Travancove at dttungal and granted hun the right
of appointing Mel-Koyimma over the temple, which was subse-
quently transferred to the chief of the Vanjipuzha House who now
sends as his representative or Samudayam as he is called, a Potbi
Brahmin. The temple affairs are now managed by the Sivkar,
the Ooranmakars having lost all their power, though they still
veceive all their Anubhavams regularly fov their usual func-
tions.

19. My, Shungoonny Menon mentions the reign of Chera Udaya
Mavthanda Vwmah as being the longest in
bistory (62 yeavs)— from 557 to 619 M. L.
The following particulars are also mentioned in
_connection with that period —Shungoonny Menon's ‘History of
Travancore ' pp. 94-95 - —

Reign of Chera Udaya
Mavthanda  Vurah.,

“During the reign ol this sovereign all the south-castern
possessions of L'ravancore on the Tinnevelly side were regainéd,
and the sovereign often resided at Valliyoor and Chera Maha
Devi i—

“In consequence of the mild and unwarlike disposition of
this king, some of the subordinate chiefs in the Ilast became
refractory, and there was constant fighting and latterly, while
this sovereign was residing at Trivandrum, the chief of Rettia-
puram nvaded Vallivoor, and the king’s nephew being defeated
in battle fearing disgrace, committed suicide.

“In these places, several grants of Jands made by this
Kunlasekhara Perumal, remain some of which we have already
noticed. Chera Maha Devi was hig favorite residence, and

congequantly, this soveriegn was called Chera Udava Marthanda
Vurmah.

“T'owards the close of his veign, suspecting unfair proceedings
on the part of the chief men of the Pandyan State, the residence
of the royal family was removed to lilayadathnaud Kottarakaray ;

and a Governor was appointed to rule Valliyoor and other pos-
sessions in the east’'.

20. The existence of special taxes for the support of the army and

Spucind laxes for the TAVY ¢ mentioned in connection with an ins-
wipport of the army aud — cription of this period, (661 M. x.). ‘Travancore
DAV Y State Manual’, Vol. L. p, 279 ==
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“On the Ist Chitbrai 661 M. . (1486 A. D.) the crowned
king of the Chera family by name Jayasimha Devar came on
tour to Vatasseri in South Travancore. The Brahmins, the
Pillamars and the other superior sections of the community
looked down upon the inhabitants of Parasurama Perunteru who
earned their bread by dyeing glothes and who had come from

®distant Jands and colonised the said Peruntern. They further
kept them aloof saying tha.t’ they were of low origin and that
they belonged to the left hand caste of the community. They
were subjected to further hardships by being prevented from
paying their respects to the king except through themselves, and
that they should not worship the village gods as the high class
people did, that they should readily submit to pay any kind of-
tax levied upon them and that, it any of these rules were in-
fringed, they would be subjected to corporal punishment and
forbidden from living even in their own village ov from using the
village wells. The poor people took advantage of the Royal pre-
sence 1n their midst and prayed for vedress of their grievances.
The king Jayasimha Deva was pleased to grant them audience
and after hearing them issued orders to the following effect :—

(1) That if they had any grievances to be redressed they
might appear Defore the king and acquaint him of the same
~ whenever he came in procession on his elephant ;

(2) That they need pay no other tax than that for the
maintenance of the navy, viz., kappalvar; (slsuévea M) and that of
the army, vz, padaippanan (U L Cuerrly) ;

(3) That the superior classes (including the right hand castes)
should not interfere with their religious worship, with the cele-
bration of theiv festivals, nor with the use of the necessary flags
and other appendages within certain limits exclusively set apat
for their use; s

(4) That no injustice should be done to them;

(5) That they should be allowed free use of the public wells
and tanks;

(6y And that any interference on the part of the Brahmins,
Pillamars and other superior sections of the community with the
affairs of the left hand caste would meet with Royal displeasure
and be punished accordingly.”

21, The coostruction of the Veerapuli dam across the Pa,la.ydr in

Construct ¢ South Travancore is traced to the reign of Sxi
Vesrapuli dam Vira Rama Martande Vurmah (692-710 M. E.).
‘Travancore State Manual’, Vol. I, p. 295: —

“He was also called Puli Martanda Vurma, as he married
the Chola princess whose house had the leopard for its voyal
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“insigmia ; the dam across the viver which stands even now under
the name of Virappult anai, was evected at that period.

22. It is also stated that duving the reign of the same sovereign a,
Exemption feom cer-  YOYal writ was issued on the 20th Meenom 701

tain
the

Comarin.

taxes granted to M. E., redresging certain grievances of the Chris-
Paravas of Cupe tian Paravas in Cape Comorin and exempéing
them from the payment of certant taxes il then

levied. ¢ Travancore State Manuaf”, Vol. I, p. 296:—

“On the 20th Minamy 701 M. =. (1526 A. D.), aroval
writ went forth  for redressing the grievances of the Christian
Paravas under the sign-manual of Bhutala Viva Sri Vira Udava
Martanda Varma to the senior and junior Kangan (the head-man
and his assistant awong the Hindu fishermen, who resided in
the haven at Kumari-Muttam, commanding themi that they
should not thereafter molest or harass i any wayv the Christians
who were exempted {rom paying the taxes due to the village
community of the heathens, sach as wdankar, valankai-panam
(the tax for the right and the left hand castes) padaippanam
and prachandakanckkar &c. The pillar on  which this edict is

engraved stands ina dry field called ‘Muthanayvinar yilai’, near
Cape Comorin”,

23. The existence of the tax known as ‘Apjali’ is mentioned in
Cess knownas Anjali. connection with a gift made by Aditya Varma

on the 6th Mithunom 734 M. 1. of certain lands

{for the performance of pujas in the Darsanamkope temple in Thovala
taluk.  Travancore State Manual ’, Vol. T p. 300.

24.

“King Aditya Varina made a gift of lands to the temple of
Rameswaram Udaya Nayanar at Davisanainkoppu in the Taluk
of Tovala, to meet the daily puja expenses of the temple. The
lands thus given were then exempted from the tax called anjali.
This gift was made by him on the 6th Mithunam 784 M. T.
(1559 A. D). According to the temple chronicles the reign of

this king lasted till the 16th of Vrischigom: 740 M. E. (1564
A. D).

The invasion of Nanjinad by Thirumala Naik of Madura

Remission of taxes in 15 sald to have occurred in 809 M. &, and neces-

Nanjiuad owing to Thi-
vanmala. Naik's invasion,

the ‘ T'ravancore State Manual’

sitated the rcmission of taxes in 810 M. E.
This is referved to and explained as follows in
, Vol. T, pp. 302-303 :—

. "“The earliest vecord showing the advent of Tirumala Naik
with his forces to Nanjanad, is a nce (edict), dated 22nd
Kumbham 810 m. &. (1635 .

D.), issuned by the sovereign of
Travancore to the Nanjanad ryots

tax. This was found among the
Periyavittu Mudaliar of
edict runs thus:--

, regarding the remission of
cad)an records preserved by
Tazhakudi alveady referved to. The
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“'Whereas it has been represented to us at our residence
at Kalkulam by the nattars ryots between Mangalam
and Manakudi, iucluding those of perumpativ, tali eand
sanketam, thatthe country is smitten by calamities, having
had no cultivation for the Kgr XKanni crop of 810, and that,
88 Pisanam Kumbbam cultivation was not begun owing to the
advent of Tirumala Nayakar'¢ forces and as the crops raised
of Manalvart, Samba and Adikkiravi (diffevent kinds of paddy)
suffered by blight, the ryots bave not the where-withal to begin
fresh cultivation, we are pleased to command on this the 22nd
day of the month of Masi in the year 810 M. E., that the
levying of orupoo-melvaram a fixed tax: be given up for the
Pisanam crop and that this fact, viz., that simple melvaram
alone will be vealized on the Pisanam cultivation between
Mangalam and Manakudi including Perumpatin, talt and
sanketam be duly notified to the ryots of the said places in
the southern portion of Nanjanad North’.

“ [t would appear from the above edict that in 810 M. E.:
Kalkulam or Padmanabhapuram was the seat of government,
that on account of the advent of Tirumala Nayak’s forces
which according to tradition were encamped in the paddy-
fields), there was no cultivation for the Ka» crop of 810 M. &,

. and that the Pisanam cultivation was not begun in time,
and that Nanjanad was then divided into Nanjanad North and
Nanjanad South. Mangalam is now a small village near
Ponmana, nine miles north of Padmanabbapurm, and Manakudi
is a seaport village in Agastiswaram Taluk, three miles along
the coast from the Cape. The term sanketam is applied to the
property of Sri Padmanabhaswamy; tals means temple or Deva-
swam property and perumpattu corvesponds to Pandaravagai-
pattom or Sircar’s own-—a name still used in the Shencottah
revenue accounts. It is evident from the edict that Tirumala’s
first advent took place about the close of 809 M. . (1634 4. ».)
when Venad was under the joint sovereigniy of Ravi Varma.
and Unni Kerala Varma'.

25. In 820 M. E, (1644 4. p.), Vilinjam was granted tfo the

Vilinjam granted to English East India Company by Unni Kerala
the Euglish East India  Vanma for erecting a factory there for purposes
Company. of trade. This was the earliest English settle-
ment in Travancore. *Travancove State Manual’, Vol. I, p. 302.

26. The limits and territovial divisions of Travancore as they stood
Pervitorial dicisions in 83_9 M. E., (1664 A. D., are described as fol-
830w s 0% lows in John Nieuhoff's ‘ Voyages and Travels’
from which the following extract is given in the

‘Travancore State Manual’ Vol. I, pp. 308-309 :—

“The kingdom of Travancore begins at the Cape of Comory
or Comorin, and extends all along the sea-coast as far as

L. R, M, IV, ’ L
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—

" Koulang, comprehending a tract of ground of 20 or 24 leagues
in length; the famous village of Paru, belonging to the Queen
of Stngnaty being only in the midst. To the east it borders
apon the kingdom of Madwre, and to the west upon the coun-
tvies of Peretaly and Kotarkery. It has several considerable
villages which are inhabitéd by the moors, such as Tepge-
patnam, Kuletture, Korityapsinam and Allage.............,.......
But the chief cities lie deeperein the country, which is of a great
estent all along the mountains to Naynrar neav the Cape of
Comorin and toward Travancore, in all 29 great cities and wvil-
lages. About a league and a half to the north of the cape is the
city of Kotate or Kokalty, a place of great traflic; the populous city
of Simintra and Matadavalur, famons {or its bigness, being sur-
rounded by six or seven other towns; Verrage 1s not above a
quarter of a league distance fromi Kotate and Tatikwry, the two
nost considerable places of the whole country. Kalkolang is a
very large city, being a league and a half long, upon the confines
of the Neyk of Madure. It s situate upon a high hill, 3 leagues
from Tengepatnam. and 12 {vom Noulang; being on one side
strengthened by Inaccessible mountains, on the other by a wall, the
undermost part of which is of stone, the uppermost of brickwork,
in all 24 feet high; the royal palace stands at the west end, being
surrounded by a stone wall.  On the east side you see the ruins
of an old castle, bwlt on the top of a hill, fortified with a triple
wall.  I{alkolanyg is the chief residence of the king who constant-
ly keeps a garrison of 10,000 negroes here, to secure it against
the Neyk of Madure whose power is much dreaded heve............
He is by some styled the great king, because he possesses lurger
territories than any other of the Malwbar kings. He is sevved in
great state, and inaintains abundance of commanders, whom
they call Mandigals and many councellors, called Pullas.”

27. In 860 M. ©. (1684 a. D)), the English Fast India Company
Anjengo granted to  Obtained from the Rani of Attingal, a sandy spot
the English Bast India  of land at..Anjengo and appointed a commercial

Company- Resident there. (‘ Travancore State Manual’
Vol. I, p.314).

In 825 M. E. (1690 A. D.), perinission was granted by the Queen
to the Company to build & fort there which was completed about L(95.
(‘ Travancore State Manual' Vol. I, p. 315.)

28. It is stated that about this period the Danes had s factory
¥actory of the Danes  Within the terrvitory of the Queen of Attingal,

at Edawa. probably Edawa. (‘Tvavancore State Manua)
Vol. 1, p. 315).

29. During the reign of Revi Vurmah (859-893 u. g.), it is stated
Administrative chan-  that some important changes were introduced in
ges in the Oth century.  the system of Government and Land Revenue

administration.  (Shungoonny Menon's ‘ History of Travancore’,
pp. 110-112)) ’
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“The system of Government and the mode of collecting the
revenue appeav to have been continued without any material
change for a long period, but in the reign of the late king Revi
Varma, who assumed the soveveignty in 859 . ©., (1684 4. D.),
some alterations, in the existing svstem were sntroduced, which
_appear to be the following: o,

“ The old system was that the revenue of every petty dis-
brict should be roughly calculdted, and the local chief was maude
responsible. for the collection of the same, deducting the araount
assigned for the performance of Devaswom and other veligious
ceremonies, for the maintenance of the nilitia and the collection
of revenue,

“The State establishment then consisted of one Valia Karia-
car (Prime Minister), one Neetaluthu Pillay, one Rayasom Pillay
(head clerk), and several Rayasoms and Kanacka Pillays (writers
and accountants). The minister and all his establishment held
office in the palace, and the king presided over them. Every
question, whether petty or important, was submitted for the

king's decision, without whose order nothing was to be executed.

Various Jmprovements were introduced by the King Revi Vurmah
during his reign. The power of the local chiefs was curtailed
. and special agents appomted to various parts of the country,
which was divided into districts called ‘ Pacuthies’, with power
to collect the revenue, which)was roughly estimated before their
appointment. After defraying the expenditure on religious and
other institutions®¥he agent was to pay the surplus into the
King’s Treasury .
30. The latter half of the 9th centary M. E. is said to have
- e witnessed sevious troubles and difficulties in the
Troubles in Ranjinad- 5 3, inistration of the Nanjinad consequent on
the invasion of Tirumala Nayak. The following extract from the
‘Travancore State Manual' Vol. I pp. 316—324 mentions some im-
portant facts disclosed by the old records:—

“ T{is recorded in the Tamil chronicles that Visvanatha Nayak
subdued some chiefs of Travancore and levied tribute from them, in
the name of his sovereign, the Emperor of Vijayanagar. Not long
after, the great Tirmnala Nayak reduced the T'ravancore sovereign to
subjection, made the ‘Nanchi-nattu Rajah’ the foremost among his
vassals—the seventy-two Poligars, and appointed him to guard the
bastions of the Pandyan capital. Whether these are historical
facts or not, we have ample proof of one fact, that Tirumala
Nayal’s forces attacked Nanjanad and made certain portions of
it their own about the year 809 . E., (1634 4. p.). The in-
scription of Kudiraipandivilai and Vaiyalivilai in the Talug of
Agastisvaram and copies of certain edicts, throw some additional

fad

light on the political and social conditions 6f Nanjanad during
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“the ninth century of the Malabar era. It is clcar from these
records that the forces of Tirumala Nayak visited the country
several times conquering and plundering wherever they wentand
that the country wasin a state of anarchy and confusion for about
half a.century. Even in 1694 A. D., there wasan invasion of Nanj-
nad by the foices of the Madura Nayaks. It should be remem-
bered that the Umits of Nanjanad which now comprise the Tovala
and Agastisvaram Taluks, wére not the then limits of that tract.
The records show that o large strip of land between Mangalan
near Ponmana and Manakudi, formed part of Nanjanad, while a
pa\{!;‘;of Agastisvaram Taluq from the Cape to Kottaraw belonged to
and 1vas governed by the officers of Tivumala Nayak and his des-
cendants. There existed in those davs a pactition wall, the rem-
nants of svhich are still to e secen from Manakudi to Poteaiyadi,
and the tria ngular piece of land on the other side of the line jin-
cJuding Van rur, Karungulam, Alagappapuvam, = Avjugraman,
Cape Comorin, Mahadanapuram and  Agastisvaram, went by the
name of Purattiyanad ov Murallanad. There was thus oreat
facility for the Noyak's forces to iarch into Nanjanad and cow-
mit depredations. “_Pum—tmymm-d formed part of the Pand N
kingdom and was go'\"gmed by its ofticers dwring the eighth and
ninth centuries M. 8. COne of the edicts above referred to runs ag
follows :(—

“ Inscription on the stone seb up after redressing the griev-
ances of the people on the fourth day of the month of Karthikai
in the year 878 M. 1., (1697 a*D.).

" Whereas” owing to heavy 155ses 53l falited by the people on
account of the invasion of the Nayakkav's forces at different
tines from the year 852 M. E., (1677 4. »n.) forward, we had
remitted anjaly tax in arvears for the years 849 to 869 m. 1.,
that 1s for two Kar crops and thirteen Pisanam crops, or fifteen
crops in all. We are pleased now and for ever to command the
relinquishment of all claims for the following taxes viz., anjals,
kuttakai, kottepadivikanikkas, supplying castor oil for torches,
supplying cloths for the same and supplying paddy for royal
birthdays; and whereas between Mangalam and Manakudi the
people have lost their title-deeds with the baskets in which  they
were kept, we do hereby command that, should any of them be
found in the possession of any one, they be at once torn to pieces
then and there, excepting those that velate to property holdings
and services which must be restored to the respective owners
that the cadjan bonds and Lanram documents lost during the con-
fusion and plunder caused by the forces, if they be produced by
any one except the rightful owner, shall not be considered as
proofs ; that the paddy alone be paid as pattom and melvaram,
mcluding ¢afz and sanketam for the Kear crops 1n the months of
Alpasy and Kﬂl‘ﬁhlk{bl, and for Pisanam crops 1n the months of
T‘anguny a,nd Chittrai and that no money shall be paid or received
al commutation value! that wigh regard to padukalam (debt
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“ “bonds) and ubkayampalisa which could not be realised, the
monies under padukalom deeds are excused as well as the penal-
ties imposed upon particular individuals and funeval fees. We
are further pleased to declare with respect to sanketam and
perumpatiu ryots that distraint of the above properties for their
debts shall be of no avail, thatefqr the debts due from sanketam

' there shall be no distraint of the villages but should be realised
out of any residue left after Q?Lying the melvaram dues; that dur-
ing the payment of the taxes the ryots should produce the tax-
receipt for the current year as wel) as for the year preceding; and
that whenever our employees go out, the Brahmin shall not get
more than twelve nalis and the sudra nine nalis per day and that
in accordance with the nects issued under dates 17th Alpasy 870
M. E. and 13th Vycansy 871 n. £. (1694-1695 4. D.) and the
stones raised at Mavilai, Kudiraipandivilai and Vaiyalivilal in
evidence thereof, the ryots are required to conduct themselves
accordingly.’

“ The above document, intended for the ryobs inhabiting the
southern povtion of Nanjanad North, veveals many interesting
customs and kinds of taxes to government then in vogue. There
were at this time such cesses as padukalam, wbhaywm-palisa,
tanittandam and saoukawikkai &c. In former days lands were
never sold for arrears of tax, then known as padukalam debts,
and after the said debts had been abolished the interest on the
amounb of arrears was levied as an extra cess called padukalam-
palisa. The people of Nanjanad had a right to make enquiries
into the crimes committed by the individual members of the
community and the penalty imposed ou such criminals by a fixed
committee was called v&pp,é,smn_ﬁs (Anes)and Qur g & sewoTi_Ld
(compensation to the sufferer). As the latter was abolished, the
former alone remained in force and these fines were paid to the
government. Theve were also special cesses called #rajaranfle ms
(death dues) and wrpeysraflsma (maiage &c, dues), the
latter of which was abolished. ‘

“From the time of the advent of the Nayakkar forcesthe
Travancore king was paying a tribute to the Madura Kingdom.
About the year 1697 A. D., owing to the disorderly state of the
Madura Kingdom, the Travancore King was unpunctual in re-
mmitting his usual tribute to the Nayak’s treasury. As usual an
army of vadukans was sent by the Madura State to collect
the arvears. This army entered Travancore through the pass near
Cape Comorin, They immediately began to devastate the coun-
try in every direction and finally blockaded the king in Korkulam
(Kslkulam) his principal fortress. The king of Travancore
determined to put an end to these periodical visitations of the
vadukans and also to get rid of the obnoxious factions in his own
country viz., Madampimars and Pillamars. With this double
object, he opened negotiations with the officers of the vaduka
ariny, promising them thab e would give them Iorkulam and
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“a few other districts it thev would assist him in getting vid of
the vebellious chiefs aud lovds.  The Madwra offcers gladly ac-
cepted the ofter and being placed in possession of the (orts carried
out their agreement by seizing and pubting to death one or two
of the refractory lords i the Trivandrwm pagodn, while the
others escaped or bought themselves off. Bub soon alter, when
the officers and troops of the Madura avmy had dispersed thdm-
selves about the town and gere in great disorder, the king of
Travancore collected « large arny, captured the Kalkndam for-
tress which vielded without resistance and nearly destroyed the
Madwa forces. A small bodv of them fled in the direction of
the pass but they too were captuved by the main Dbodv of the
Travancore army and killed.

“ Tt was about 1698 4. b., that Mangammal, the Queen-
regent of Madura, actuated by a desive to repaiv this defeat
and to exact the annual tcibute which the Travancorve king
ceased to pay. entered on o war with Travauncore and sent g
large armny under the command of Narvasappayya, the Madurg,
Dalawa. He invaded the country, conquered the Travancore
forees after hard fighting and retwrned to Trichinopoly with
considerable booty consisting of spices, jewels and guns.

(¥R

he attacks from Madwra for collecting the arrears of
tribute from the Travancore king became more frequent, while
the efforts of the latter to resist them seemed to be futile, The
Nanjanad people, who had to bear the bLrunt of these frequent
attacks, became naturally very callous to pay their homage and
allegrance to their sovereign who was not able to protect them
from his enemies. The feudal chieftains, thercfore, became re-
calcifrant. ~ Fresh taxes had to be imposed on them to meet the
expeuses of the army which had to be maintained on g very large
scale. The discontent, of the people developed iuto open revolt
and the Nanjanadians are said to have convened five meetings in
different places from 1702 A. p., forward. The following edicts
found among the records of the Periavittu Mudaliar ba,h‘ea,dy
referred to, written in Tamil, contain resolutions passed by the
people of Nanjanad at four of these meetings:—

“ Resolutions (Qor e %v) dated first of Alpasy 878 M. E.,
passed by the nattars (people of Nanjanad) between Mangalam

and Manakudi assembled in solemn meeting T @Ha
N : a’
Vatasseri, ¢ (8@a ) ot

. ‘As our land hias from the year 852 M. &., been the scene of
distress on account of foreign invasions (e wyd  eQoruylh)
frpm thc_e east and of troubles from within the State, we having
failed owing to lack of union (and emigration?) (os._ag_ ’13; 6u T /&1
&) to make a bold stand and to have our g‘fieva,nu(:,Ies (}?e:',-rd in
that our property (e- 50 £8), holdings (87U eraf), and servi-
ces (&7 mﬁmu@) are  belng usulpeq by others, 'bhe village
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“ ‘chieftaing (Hemrdsri) oppressing us in doing things
not heard of before, the government listening to tales carried by
backbiters from the country and harassing usg on account of
old discharged padukalam deeds and debt bonds and false
padukalam deeds and false documents produced by individuals,
so much so that baskets are opened and documents - produced
with ease from any place where they happened to be sat th'e
titme, government getting hold of debt bonds executed by pottis
(Curpdsar) and Pillamars (accountants) of the eleven matans
appertaining to Sri Padmanabha DPerumal and Adi Kesava
Perumal, are not allowing us to sow our seeds and take the
harvest, in that they tried to enforce the redemption of chora-
otty GoarmepA) and obtaining extra monies for sub-mortgages
\FpG@w A in addition to taxes; n that we ave deprived of
our possessions by the (arbitrary) fixing of inscription stones; our
houses and things distrained after ousting the inmates, our
Paraya slaves taken away by the Sirkar and made to work for
them as they pleased and such other calamities have befallen
us ; we do hereby resolve and deterine that we do form our-
selves into a body for union (and emigration) and that whenever
any casnalty should happen to any man in our country or to
any village or pidugar ot any affair occur that might cost some ten
or sixteen fanams, the country should pay the same from the com-
mon fund and decide how best it could do nnder the civeumstances
and that whenever a calamity should happen to the country or to
any village, the aggrieved person should meet in a common place
and give intimation to the pidagakkars, when we all should
assemble, resolve and decide according to circumstances and that
the case of those persons who incontravention of the terms of
these resolutions fail to attend and weaken the cause thereby,
would be considered and decided in the public meeting. Upon
the holy feet of Liord Thanumalaya Perumal these resolutions
ave irrevocably passed. All the nattars of the southern portion
of Nanjanad North consenting, signed Arumukaperumal’

‘““The following resolutions were passed by the nattars be-
tween Mangalam and Manakud; assembled in solemn meeting
for the second time at Asramam near Suchindram under date, the
14th Margaly 889 M. E,, corresponding to December 1713 4. b. :—

‘As royal cavalry and troops have repeatedly and in large
numbers caused great damage to us, and as while from the
time this land came into existence we continued to pay anjal
and melearam for lands we possess by purchase, we have been
obliged to pay kottappanam (G&w e (uewio) and unprece-
dented taxes, the land has suffered vevy grievously. Hereafter,
therefore, we should, in accordance with the royal commands
of our soverveign Kulasekhara Perumal Tampuran, continue
to pay amjali and melvaram alone, but not any kottappanam
and wnusual taxes, and should protest against such attempts by
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“ynitedly making a bold stand and (if pecessary) by emigrating.
We should honourably keep yp all the privileges or rights which
our ancestors edjoyed in olden days. If palace officers should
come, we should give them allowances only at the vate of twelve
measures (nalis) for each Brahiin and nine imeasures for each
Nayar among them. Ag yegards the balance of kottappanam
for the Kar crop of the above year, we should only pay arrears
as per account of the Kelvi (8 seval), but if they.should demand
any items as due from owssion (aEp®) or Wwrong entries in
accounts (& $@&HUG #&.) we should protest against.such'.’,unJusL)
demands by unitedly making a bold stand and by emigrating.  In

thus asserting onr rights. if anv pidagae or village. ov any single

individual, is subjected o loss by acts of governwnent, we should
support them by reimbursing such loss from our common  funds.
If at such times any one showld get into the secvels ol govern-
menf and impair the privileges or vights of the country, he
should be subjected to a public enquiry by the nattars. We have
thus passed these resolutions taking oath at the feet of our Lora
Thanumalaya Perumal and our Tuord Bhutanathaswamy. Signed
Arumuka Perumal for the people of the northern and southern
divisions of Nanjanad.’

“ Resolutions of the third mecting of the 7atéers held on the
15th Vycausy 891 M. &, (1716 4. p.) at Isantimangalam:—

‘As from the year 882 ar. ©., on account of the annual visits
of the royal cavalry and troops, the levy of unprecedented dues
(&) »s™m), and the payment of the unusual faxes which have
been imposed on Devadanam, Bralmadanam, Manipem and
Matuppuram (LorOy pur) tenures, religions offerings in temples
have been stopped ; as Srinivasa Rao has carvied away flocks of
sheep and herds of cattle as well as the leadexs of the people
(HBussr); as Reddy cowherds have been daily lilting herds
of cattle from the country; as Ananto)i Navakar has, m the
southern division of Nanjanad, deprived wonien even of their
marriage badges which were only cotton threads and ruptured
the lobes of their ears, has carvied away herds of cattle, paddy
and seed-grain from the country, and has besides apponted watch-
men (@ wlBs1eas) over every village and carried off paddy and
seed-grain from there; as all the boxes containing documents
(title-deeds), gold and silver, jewels, brass vessels, avticles of dress,
paddy and seed-grain of the whole country, which had been
deposited at Suchindram, in the hope that it would serve as a
place of safety, being within the sanketam (precincts of the
Swamy there), have afl been looted (by foreign mavauders); as
Suchindram and Asramam villages have been set on fire; as the
shops there were all plunderved; as by these acts, even the
precincts of the Swamy have been tampered with; and as though
there have been thus numerous kinds of troubles in the country,
the Kariakars and Swarupakars have not, under royal COmmanc,
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redressed our grievances, and enabled us to live in peace, we
should leave uncultivated the whole country between” Mangalam

+ and Manalkudi from the Kar season of 892 M. E., and if after
that the Kariakars and Swaerupakars under rvoyal command,
redress our grievances and enable to Jive in peace, we may then
culbivate our lands. We should keep up all privileges (or rights)
in the country as in the days of our ancestors. If any in the
country get into the secrets of the government and undermine the
established privileges of the country, we should enquire into the
matter and make such persons answer for the same both as a
house (family) and as individuals, personally (&G r®is
& QG+ 1@y, While thus managing our affairs, if the country, or
any pidagas (9r rens)or village,orany house, becomes subject to
troubles, we should, as a body, make ourselves strong by making a
united stand, and migrating (if necessary). Signed Arumuka
Perumal on behalf of the northern and southern divisions of
Nanjanad.’

“There ave clear references in this edict to two invasions by
the Vadukar army under Srinivasa Rao and Ananto)i Nayakar,
two officers or agents of the nominal suzerain at Vijayanagar.

“The following are the proceedings of the fourth meeting held
on the 16th of Kartikai 898 M. E., (1722 4. D.)at Kadukkara by
the ryots of Nanjanad, North and South, Jying between Mangalam

and Manaskudi:—

‘1. On account of the heavy taxes imposed on us and the
cruel treatment which we were subjected to till the Kumbham
harvest of- 895 M. . (1720 A. D.,) we were forced to leave our
fields uncultivated during the whole of the vear 896 u. k.,
(1721 A. D.), and retreat to the east of the mountains. The
sovereign, together with the Pottimars, Pandalas, and the mem-
bers of the Swarupam, encamped at Bhutapandi and summoning
the people of both the divisions of Nanjanad before him, redress-
ed all their grievances till the Kumbham crop of 896 wm.x., (3721
A. D). A vroyal writ was also executed to that effect and asa
mark of special favour we were presented with a brass drum, a
horn and a pontht made of silver. Another writ was also 1ssued
cancelling all heavy taxes, prohibiting tyranny in the land and
re-organising only the oviginal imposts. It was further agreed
that the assembly at Nanjanad wmight continue to enjoy the.
powers and prervogatives oviginally vested in them. But when
the assemDbly exercised those privileges by instituting a regular
enquiry against Yhose that infringed its laws, the sovereign came
down upon the association and demolished the houses .of two

chiefs in each division (pidagar).

‘2. Sivasaila Mudaliar, with the members of the Swa,r‘upa,m' and
their troops pressed us hard for the payment of the unjust taxes
levied on the Kanni crop of 897 .- E. .

L. R, &M, 1V, X N
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/3. Thesovereign himself insisted on demanding thirty fanams

per mathal on all lands including Devadaram, Brahmadanam,
Kanduzhavie and even on waste lands.
. ‘4. Government exacted 125 fanams per kottah from the poor
ryots who were not able to realise anything from the Kanni crop
of 898, since it was a complete failure and thus doubled the
amount, when they actually deserved a proper reduction in their
payment.

‘5. A smilav exaction was made in Nallar and Villipattu from
uncultivated lands.

‘6. The officials were ordered to farm out all the unjust taxes
from the villages of Anumaketananallur and Viravanallw, even
when the sumws had alveady been remitted by government,

‘7. The Dalawa demanded the immediate payment of mathal-
panan, kottapanam and other imposts which were declared by
the sovereign's writ, as having been prohibited in the kingdom.

‘8. The government appropriated to itself those lands which
were lying barren and now cultivated by the ryots.

‘0. The ryots were ordered to pay for the dry lands the taxes
levied on the wet ones, after having paid their regular dues.

‘10.  One-fowth of the Kanni crop of 98 was forcibly wrested
from their hands.

‘11. The whole tax levied on the wet lands was levied on the
seed-bed lands too for the non-payment of which the grains stored
in houses, the brass vessels and the silver utensils of these vvots
were all confiscated to the government. '

‘12. When the seven village watchmen weve deputed to lay
before the sovereign at Kalkulam their insufferable grievances and
even after their representing the deplorable state of affairs before
the Pottimars, Pandalas and the members of the Swarupam, no
measuves weve taken to vedress them in any way, but on the
contrary Muthu Pillai with his troops besieged Dayisanamkoppu
and blockading all entrance into it, suffered the cows and other
helpless creatures to starve there for three days and committed
other atrocities within it, such as, breaking the pots of the poor
women who were carrying water and confiscating paddy and
other grains stored in their houses.

'13. ~ And lastly when the inhabitants in a hody emigrated to
Kadukkara, Muthu Pillai and Chittarmbalam Pandaram followed

"by hundreds of their servants surrounded us there, and when

they demanded the payment of our dues on the spot, we had to
scale up the hills and settle on the other side: then thev plun-
dered the whole of Kadukkara,. )

‘We, thereforve, pass the following resolutions from the
Chempakaraman Puthukal-matam, east of Alagiapandyapuram;:—
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“‘I. That the taxeson the seed-bed lands and Kottappanam
cannot be paid.

‘2. That we will bind ourselves to pay only the unjali and the
other taxes originally existing on all our lands and cannot pay
the mathalpanam imposed on Devddanam, Brahmadanam &e.

‘3. That we will be prepared to make a bold stand and resist
by force, if any measures be taken to enforce the unjust imposts,
and even be willing to migrate into another country, leaving our

Kumbham crop behind.

‘4. Thatif anybody—be he pidagakar, oorkar, ov ambalakar—
were to betray the proceedings of this assembly, being bribed by
the Government officers, or consent to pay the unjust taxes, he
shall be liable to pay with his person and property, the penalty for
such gross treachery. )

‘5. That when we bave migrated to any new country, we will
demand fit retribution for the ligh-handed wurder of the ambala-
kars. ' ‘

‘6. That no ambalakar from our country be allowed to be em-
ployed as revenue fayrmers. _

‘7, That if the government exact such new taxes from a person,

vitlage, or whole division, by confiscating the properties attached
to thein, the loss sustained by the individuals or community be

made good from our common fund.

‘8. That if, in the period of our secession, any body be found
lurking in the village and be caught by the officials he shall not
only have to pay the dues himself but also beliable to pay the
penalty for his treason against the commonwealth.

‘9, That we will demand veparation for the destruction of the
two houses in each division, which was sanctioned by the sov-
ereign, because the assembly used its legitimate powers.

‘10, That if the government does not make good their loss in
this direction, we will take the money from our common funds.

‘11. That if any person from Nanjanad, North and South,
serve as an accountant under the government or betray our affairs,
he shall pay the penalty by forfeiting his property. o

‘12, That, while the government has made its former promise

of allowing our assembly to enjoy 1its former prevogatives null and
void, if anybody take up arms on their side, he shall pay & sumilar

penalty.
18, That a similar penalty be inflicted on those who infiinge
the laws and customs of his class, .

‘14, That, if the forces of the sovereign be eticamped in our
dountry, méasures be taken to represent the matter. efore the

o
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Edawa granted to the
Eoghsh in 201 . k.

Vol. 1. p. 828 :—

“‘Maharajah and the Swarupakars, or we ourselves be prepared
to enigrate somewhere.

‘15. That these shall be the standing rules of owr assembly-
and if any person attempt to dissolve our union, he shall incur
the accursed sin of having butcheved a cow on the banks of the
Ganges; on the other hand the person who tries to consolidate
our union shall reap the supreme benefit of having given a cow
to a Brahmin on the banks of the same river.

‘We swear on Thapumalayapernmal and Bhutalingam to
preserve the rights of onr assembly. These are the resolutions
arvived at by the inhabitants of Nanjanad, North and South.
Bigned Aramuka Pernmal.’

“These edicts and the resolutions embodied in thew speak for
themselves and do not require any comments here. The Nanja-
nad people became desperate. They were harassed on the one
side by the maranders-from the Pandyan kingdom and on the
other by the king's officers who, when the former disappeared
after plunder, put in their appearance only to demand fresh taxes
for the so called defence of the land.  The spirit of lawless defiance
to the king’s authority engendered by this state of affairs reached
its climax when the people openly met and vesolved to take the .
life of any man who acted against the interests of the public
therein assembled. Such a person was to be treated as 2 common
enewy and dealt with accordinglv. The people also more than
once abandoned their houses and took to the neighbouring hills

refusing to return to their villages unless the king promised
redress to their grievances.”

81. Onthe 19th March 901 M. E. (1726 A. D.,,), the Queen of

Attingal granted to the Anjengo [lactors the
factory of Edawa. The following copy of the
grant is given in the ‘U'ravancore State Manual’,

“ All that, which the Commander has spoken to Guistnava
(the beaver of the usual presents to the Queen) he has related to
- me; the place which is now granted in IXdawa for a factory, is
thot For any interest of Govermment, but that of obtaining the
favour and help of the Honourable Company during all the time
which this Government and the Honourable Company showld
last, as well as that of augmenting the custom duties of this Govern-
ment. No Commanders, who came in these days here, have
obf_.alged such a place as this Cowmander, so that he mav ac-
quire greater fame in the service of the Honourable Conip&ny
it1s that I have granted this place. The presents sent by the

f/eci:mil\nzgn’(’ler through Gristnava to we and Pulamars have been
‘eceived

32. The Kilimanw Edavaga was granted to the Koil Tampurans
Urgin of Kilimenyr 12 903 M. E. The following account of it is

Edavaga, given in the ‘List of Rujahs and Chiefs in
LTravancore';—
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~ “The origihal home of this family is Tattari Kovilakam, in
British Malabar. In 1695 4. b, the Dowager Rani, Umayamma
of Travancore, finding that there were no female members in the
family to perpetnate the line, applied to the Rajah of Kolatnad
in British Malabar to permit her to adopt two princesses from
that house. The Kolatnad Rajah would not accede to the re-
quest. Not long after, the Senior Koil Tawmpuran of Tattart
Kovilakam happened to be a guest of the Rani, on his way back
from a pilgrimage to Rameswaram. He had marvied into the
Putiapalli Kovilakam branch of Kolatnad, and he promised to
help the Rani. Tinding that the Rajah was obstinate; the Koil
Tampuran contrived to take his own family, as well as thgt of
Putiapalll Kovilakam, to Travancore, on the pretence of another
pilgrimage. He had two sons and two daughters, all of whowm
were adopted into the reigning family. One of the nephews of
the Koil Tampuran married one of the adopted princesses, and
as g result of the union, Maha Rajali Martanda Varma, the maker
of modern Travancore, was born in 1705. Another princess was
adopted in 1718 and married Ravi Vauma, another of the Koil
Tampuran’s nephews. The issue of this marringe was Maha
- Rajah Rama Varma, the successor of Maha Rajah Martanda
Varma, born in 1723. In 1728, while the young prince and lus
mother were travelling from Trivandrum b Attingal, they were
waylaid by a party of rebels, who attempted to kill them. The
brave Ravi Varma Koil Tampuran contrived to send the mother
and child in safetv to Attingal, and, fighting single handed against
the enemy, lost his life in the struggle. ~In recognition of this
act of self-sacrifice, the estate of Kilimanur, comprising the whole
village of that name ju the Chirayinkil taluk, was granted as a
freehold to the family of the Koil Tampuran. The grant is being
enjoved to this day.” - :
33. The year 903 A, E. marks the close of what may be called
the early history of Travancore. The form of
LandRevenue system  Govermment and system of Land Revenue ad-
:‘)‘5‘; “1"]1_.’“"“5”‘""’" ™ inistration in vogue at the time are sum-
T marised as follows iu the ‘Travancore State
Manual,” Vol. 1. pp. 329-330:

- The administration was in the main what it is now. The
head of the administration under the direct orders of the king
was known as the Valia Sarvadhikariakar corresponding to the
Dewan of our davs. Undexr him were the Nectezhuthu Pillay
or Secretary, Rayasom Pillay (the Assistant or Under-Secretary),
several Rayasoms ovclerksand Kanakku Pillamars or accountants.
Inleriorin rank to the Valia Sarvadhikariakar or Dewan, were
officers known as Sarvadhikaris who had jurisdiction over dis-
tricts. Political correspondence with peighbouring States or
Luropeans was catried on by the Valia Sarvadhi ; for, be signed
treaties and agreements. Thé office of the Dewan was held in
the palace in the 1w mediate presence of the king. All importany
questions were finally decided by the king himself,
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—

“ State of the country and chief events. ‘Travancore at this
period extended from Attungal to Nagercoil. The dynasty of
Javasimha still continued to rule the country between Azhikkal
(Karrunagapalli Taluq) in the north and Paravur in the south,
and, as noted above, there was an alliance in 1727 A. p., between
the chiefs of Chinganad and other States to crush the power of
Travancore.

“ Nanjanad which once formed part of 'I'ravancore was ab
this tine occupied by the Pandyans. The district between
Chinganad and - Nanjanad was the true Travancore and even
in this smal} texritory, the king's authority was nominal. The
Wituvittil Pillamars and the Madampimars usurped all power
and the king was constantly in fear for his own life. King
Aditya Varma and the five sons of his niece Umayannna Ranj
were cruelly murdered by the Ittuvittil Pillamars and the Rani
herself fled for her life. Xerala Varma, the prince who wag
_invited from Kottayam regained for the Rani and her son the
Jost kingdom. Martanda Varina whose career we shall notice
hereafter, tried his Dbest to keep the confederates in check during
the Jast two reigns of the period but was not successful. At
the close of the epoch we find that King Rama Varma himself
went to Trichinopoly to solicit aid to put down the rebels and
restore order in his own dowinions. Dster on, the Queen and
her son were waylaid and an attempt was made to murder
themi. Besides the Pillamarvs, the Yogakkars andthe Madam-
pimars, there appeared to have Dbeen ‘other pefty chieftains
wHose tributes’ contributed to the revenues of the State. These
also grew refractory and the result was that the king was
left literally without men or money. As a natural consequence,
aparchy and confusion in their worst forms stalked the land.
The - neighbouring chiefs came with armed marauders and
committed dacoities from time to time plundering the people
wholesale, not sparing even the tali on their necks and the jewels
on the ears of women. The headman of each village 1n his turn
similarly treated his inferiors. The people of Nanjanad in a body
fled to the adjoining hills on more than two occasions, complain-

ing bitterly to the king of his effeteness and their own
helplessness.”

34. Many of the archweological and otherrecords of the period
_ mentioned above velate to grants of land by
Graots of land by R o for v te. in t 1 a
sovereigns for religions  YALIOUS soversigans for pujas, etc., in temples an
and charitable pmrposes.  f0r charitable purposes.  They ave omitted from
A the above enumeration, as they have no direct
bearing on Land Revenue History. There is however one point
deserving mention 1in this connection. Ag all land in Kerala
oviginally belonged to jenmis, the sovereigns could have come in
possession of such lands only by eseheat, conquest or confiscation..
It is evidently lands of this description that were given away -
a8 gifts for religious and charitable pwrposes. The wention of
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numerous gifts of this nature at various periods shows that the
sovereign ‘(State) had acquired lands in the manner above mentioned
from the earliest fimes.

35, Inregard to the orvigin of Sirkar lands, Dewan Mr. Seshia
Origin - of  sirkar Sastri wrote as follows in his ‘ Administration
lands. Report for 1048 and 1049," p. 42:—

“211. It is not easy to state precisely how the proprietory right in
such lands came to be vested in the Sirkar or the governing
power, while the primeval tenure of all lands on the coast was
pure Jenm, according to accepted tradition ; verv probably when
the Rajahs were called in once in 12 years by election py the
Numboory landlords for the purpose of Government some lands
were granted to them-—accretions of escheated lands,
all unoccupied lands, reclaimed in course of years, annexed home-
farms of a very large numbeyr of subjugated chiefs—also lands
purchased for money from the Dutch, &c., bave contributed to
swell the voll of Sircar lands ™.

36. The accession of Maxtanda Varma to the throne (904 M. E.)

Commencement of  marks the commencement of the modern history
modern history-904 of Travancore. The state of the country at the
M. X, o time of his accession and the changes wrought
in his reign are briefly summarised in the following extract from the
‘Travancore State Manual,” Vol. I, pp. 333-334:—

“Martanda Varma, the founder of modern Travancore,
succeeded his uncle at.the early age of twenty-three. He as-
cended the musnud in 904 M. E. (1729 A. D). At the time of
his accession the state of the country was far from happy. There
were no organised departments for the transaction of State busi-
ness. The finances were in an extremely unsatisfactory condi-
tion. The country was honeycombed with petty chieftains,
who collecting around themselves bands of brigands, subsisted on
pillage and plunder and harassed the Rajah and his people by
turns, frustrating all attempts to establish order or any settled
form of Government. The Rajab’s following was small and
his authority so nominal that the Ettuvittil Pillamars and the
Madampimars were move or less independent rulers of their
own estates. Anarchy prevailed in South Travancore to a sad
extent which was further intensified by the regicidal proclivities
of these petty chieftains and the Yogakkars— a body of man-
agers of the temple of Svi Padmanabhaswamy owning enormous
landed wealth and commanding the influence and power which
go with it. The young Rajah had a very hard task before hin.
Iven as First Prince and Elaya Rajah of tender years, he set
himself to put down with a strong hand the lawlessness of these
disloyal chiefs. In consequence, he had earned their undying
hatred and his life was more than once attemapted. He sought
the aid of the English and the Dutch and would have completely
quelled the rebels but for the timidity and weakness of his uncle
the King who compelled him to desist. He had fled from place
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“to place and on several occasions slept on the tops of trees In
far off jungles.

“Now that he was the acknowledged sovereign of the land he,
with the instincts of a true soldier, set to work to establish his
sway and consolidate the State, and before the close of his veign
in 1758 4. D., he had regained all the lost tracls, sirengthened
his rule, established order and improved his resources thus wip-
ing out the ignominy and humiliation to which his ancestors had
been subjected for two centuries.”

37. The chief events bearing on the Land Revenue History of the
period will now be dealt with in chronological order.

38. In 906 M. E. (1731 A. D.) the gardens of Palatady and Kottu-
, dali were granted by the Queen of Attingal to
g“'l‘i]egs ;“Iip"‘_lf}::t'l-fl “the English East India Company who had al-
f: th o ]}‘e(na,r:o froore. ready established a factory at Aujengo. The fol-
' ~ lowing is an extract from the grant relating

thereto given in  Mr. Logan’s © Malabar Manual’, Vol. III, p.19.

“Towards Cherveungue are the gardens of Palatady and
Cottudali which were formerly bought by the Conumander of
Anjengo, but, when on 15th April 1721 he and ten other pevsons
went to Atengal o make presents to the Queen, they were killed by
the treachery of Pullays and Kariakars, who seized the mones of
the Honowrable Company. Seeing the loss and damage thus done
to the Honourable Company, we have ceded the same gardens to
them, giving wp their revenues and the right of cutting trees and
all other privileges, which the Company may take and they and
heivs may enjoy these gavdens without any obstacle or having
any obstruction ; but we are obliged to ask for a free passage and
protection on the pavt of the Honourable Company. Thus, in
truth, we confirm (the grants) with our signatures to the Com-
mander on the 10th January 1731",

39. In 910 M. E. the Puthen Dam and the Padmwanabhapuram
Construction of thie Puthenar Channel were constructed with the ob-
Puthen Dam and - ject of extending to the taluks of Kalkulam and
Puthenar Chasnel.  Franiel the benefits of irvigation which had been
provided for Nanjinad by the Pandian Dam and Chapnel constructed
about 8 centuries previously. These works were restored in 1060 M. T,
and in the addvess presented to His Highness the late Maha Rajah
on the oceasion of the opening of the Pandian Kal Head Works, the
Ag. Chief Engineer My, S. Hovsely referred to this work as follows:—

~ “That Sovereign who in the year 910 . &. or 150 years ago,
visited the very spots which your Highness has just now walked
over, was, so history tells us, so much mpressed with the valne of
nrigation, and was so determined that hig subjects should be bene-
fited by an extension of the system ‘of irrigation which had been
initiated many hundred years before, that at considerable person-
al risk and inconvenience he encouraged his subjects and the
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“Ia.bourers_ collected by them to execute his commands, by person-
ally superintending the execution of many of the important works
m the Padmanabhapuram Poothenauny.”

His Highness observed in his veply to the address :

“The Pandian Dam and £hannel are, under the safest cal-
*culation, about 8 centuries old, when Akbar and Ahalya Bhayi,
the most beneficient and wises% of Indian rulers, were yet in the
womb of time. It is these works by the Kings of the Pandian
Dynasty that chiefly stimulated my illustrious ancestor to con-
struct the Poothen Dam and Poothenar Channel, facing and
vanquishing almost superhunan difficulties and this, in days
when scientific engineering and European appliances, including
steam power, were perfectly unknown.” ‘Kodayar Printed Papers’

Vol. 1, pages 103 to 106.

Sovercignty of Attin- 40. In 912 M. E. the sovereignty over the
gal transferred by the Attingal Rani’s domibions was trapsferred by
Rapi to the Mala- the Rani to the Maha Rajah. Vide extract
Rajah. given under para 17.

41. In914 u.E. the first yevenue settlement recorded in history took

Settlement of 914y g, Dlace. It comprisec the old limits of Travancore

as it stood before the extensive conquests of

Marthanda Varma Rajabh. This seftlement stands out promi-

nently as the first noteworthy fact in the Liand Revenue History of

Travancore. Dewan Myr. Seshia Sastri observed as follows in his 'Ad-

ministration Report for 1048 and 1049’ p. 50:—

“957 The earliest survey (or Ayacut) remembered by the

oldest living accountant is that of the vear 914/1738 when
Travancore was within its own ancient limits.”

Though 40 years ago Mr. Seshia Sastri was not able to get auny-
thing more than a heavsay report based on the personal recollection
of an old accountant, it is gratifying to note that some original
records relating to this settlement have now Dbeen discovered in
connection with the prepavation of the Land Revenue Manual.
They were found among the cad)an records preserved in the
archives of the Sri Padmarabhaswamy temple, Trivandrwmi.  The
records” now extant, though fragmentary, contain some useful
information regarding the tenures in vogue and the nature of the

settleent.

49,  The main features of the settlement of 914 . E. are mentioned
Main features of that 11 the following extract {rom the Grandhavan of

scttlemend.- the S11 Padmanabhaswamy temple.
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(Translation). In the year 914 n. E. g settlement of all the
wet and garden lands in the State was conducted under the super-
vision of Iyanakku Mallap Sankaran. ‘The land vevenne and cesses
falling under the different heads known ax Devadayam, I3rabhama-
dayam, Danom, Udakapurvadanom, kudi-jenmom, Pandaravaka
Otii, Pattom, Erayili, Kulalvaka KEravili. Chavettu Vieuths, Ku-
dumbha Viruthi, Kottu Viruthi, Sanku Vicuthi, Thakole Viruthi,
Melpathi, Padukalam palisa, Kudi palisa, Chandra chilavu, Ner-,
palisa, Rakshabhogam, Anjali, Verayeedu, Chatha kooli, Mathal
payaru, Tharikadema, Thole pattom, Kuppakazhcha, and other
ilems were brought to account and an Olugl, list of bolders, and
consolidated abstract were prepaved, as well as an Ayacut showing
the aggregate revenue and the increase due to settlement. A
similar account was prepared for the wet and garden Jands and
the revenue in paddy and wmoney belonging to the six Ma-
doms constituting the Sri pandaravaka.

43. The following records relating to this settlement were found

Available records in the temple _

relating there to-

Yeur. Deseription of record,
(1) 913 M.E. ... ... Olugu of rice lands.
(2) 913 . .-« Vilangiper of Madamvaka
lands.

(3) 918 & 914 . 1. Do. Do.

4) 913 & 914, Olugu of garden lands.

»B) 913 & 914 Vilangiper.

6y 914 M. & .. Do.

(M 914 ,, .. Do.

8) 914 Do.

™ 914 ,, Do.

(10) 914 Do. (Mada (a).
11 914 ,, .. Do. Hadarmvak)
(12) 914 |, Do.
(13) 914 . L . Do. (Moniamvaka)
14 914 .-~ Sreepandaravaka perupidi.
(15) 914 . ... Vilangiper (Melkanganam lands.)
(16) 914 .., Vilangiper.
(17 914 ... Peruvazhi of Arumadamvaka

lands.

(18 914 .. Ayacut of Madaavags | ands.
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Yeur. Deseription of record.
(19} 914 & 915 M. L. Variola Thirattu of Sri Pandaravaga
gardens.
(20) 915 M. . .. Vilangiper (Madamvaga).
(1) 915 ., ...  Peruvazhi Ayacut Variola for Madam-

vaga fands.
(22) 915 & 916 » k. Olugu of garden lands.

(23) 918 wm. 1. ... Vilangtper.

(24) 918 ,. .. Do.

(25 918 ., .. Olugu of Melkanganom gardens.

(26) 906 to 918 M. ». Account showing increase of revenue due
to Adukuvathw.

(27) 920 to Y23 .. Adavu as per Olugun of Pandaravaga
gardens.

(28 922 . L Anu of gavdens i Trivandrun Mandas

pathumvathukil.

(29) 921 &922 M.k Account showing increase of revenue un-
der Adukuvathu for Sankethamvaga

Jangs.

(30) 921 M. B .. Ayacut Variola and Thirattu.

(31) 922 ., ... Thirattu of lands in Vanchiyur Adhi-
garon.

44. Tt will be seen that the above rvecords extend over a period

_ from 913 to 922 M. E. The year by which a settle-

m: Ii"':def_’afti"l‘; settle- )nent is known represents the year in which the
P ' new tax was collected, but the preparation of the
records connected with settlement always took several vears to finish.
There were algo preliminary processes connected with settlement e. g.
preparation of Olugu &c. which relate to the years prior to the year
of settlement. Frow some of the old records in the terple, it is seen
that the preliminary processes connected with the settlement of 914

were started in 911 M. &.

45. Most of the records enumerated above relate to Sripandara-
o vaga Jands or the lands belonging to the Sri

Scope of the settle- pagmangbha Swamy temple. The terms ‘Sri-
ent pandaravaga’, ‘Sanketham' and ‘ Melkanganom'
were in use ab the settlement of 914. In addition, the terin ‘Madom-
vaga’' occurs, which denotes the Jands belonging to the six Madoms at-
tached to the temple. 'These Madoms were known as Panchandom
Madom (atemutense 20:), Kanchipwathu Madom (#00miel@c®ads),
Ramavarman thira Madom (odoadead @l@a@ds) Marthanda Madom
(@0simosme a00), Palpayasa Madom (adssdrsd@avaue), and Kunnandan
Madom (@mamosmscd@ds ). These names are mentioned in the Thi-
rattu of lands in Vancluvur Adhigarom (No. 31 in the list given



LAND REVENUE HISTORY, [cRAP. 1.

—— R - - . — e— it e . 8 =

above). The lands belonging o these Madoms lay in South Traven-
core and were probably included in the Madapad department of later
days, which like the Sanketham and Melkanganam departments was
solely emploved in the administration of Sripandaravaga lands.

46. The tenuves recognised jn the sclilement of 914 M. E. aro
sunmarised as follows in the Thirattu of 924

M. E. of the Vanchiyur Adhigaroi.
I. DEVASWOMVAGA. (B80IWJo Qi)
(1) Thanath (@mo”)
(2)  Karanma (£0036r0)
(3) Danom (€3o)
4)  Anubhogam (@0®IGOD.)
(5) Otti (808
6y Pattom (a4050)
() Eudipulli (5S1g)2e))
(8) Vectu Viruthi (oflgaiaan))
II. BRAHMASWOMVAGA, (84220 docis)
(D Thanthu (@@
(2) Karanma {#300e0)
(3)  Anubhogam (@omegId.)
(4) Thaliveethu (@0€lal am™)
(5)  Vyapicwn (a9240)
(6) Erayili (mowai)
(7) Ot (so6))
(8) Pattom (=950 )
(9)  Nerotti (9m98700))
(10)  Danom (890
III. DaNon (20m9)
IV. PANDARAVAGA (ad6MBr00id)
(1)  Kudipule (ahsﬂadgé‘l)
(2)  Otti (800
@) Chacettu Viruthi (2498 xo0ailsens))
) Kuduwmbha Poruthi (ﬁmaam.muomm'))
() Erayili (owlel)
(6)  Gnare Pattom (62003050
(1) Vela Kandom (Bras e
(8)  Iudumbha Necttw (&womm,lg)
(9)  Lakshadhogum (wesmoveia)
(10)  Karanma Patiom (@0036raa1gq)
(11) Thanathu Pattom (Do 005, )

(12 Erayili Kuzhikanom (20wl $lessame,
| (13 Ozharu Ott: (‘A@m"&oo\)

Tenores in vogue.
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17. The same record makes mention of the following cxtra
Extra cesses. CEesses :
(1) Chandrachilovoo (axmedan)
(2) Nerpalisa (8mbateilon)
- (3) Peralpathi (9e3030say2a,
’ (4) Rakshabhogam (PB£1938000)

48. The tenures and cesses méktioned above relate (o the Vanchi-
Annlocry hetwoen Sir. T Adhikarom alone, to which the Thivattu re-
kor and S Paclow.  lates. Hence they are not identical with the clas-
vaga {lennres, sification given in' the Grandhavari quofed in
pora 42 supra. The explanation for this lies in
the fact that the latter represents the condinsed swmmary for the
whole State, while the former is based on a fragraentary record. It is
noteworthy, however, that tbere js much in common between the {wo,
and both, taken together, disclose much valuable intoymation regarding
the tenures and cesses recogpised at the settlement of 914 M. E.

49. The recprds mentioned in para 43 supre and other records ex-

I T amined in this connection have disclosed a few
cIns oI rarormation . . . Y

contained in the avail. Stray facts noted below, regarding the settlement

Mo records. of 914 M. 1. and the land revenue procedure in

vogue between that settlement and the subse-

quent settlement 1n 926 M. 5. :— '

(1) The tenure known as Danom comprised not only grants to
Brahmins but also grants to Pandarams and Acharies
(carpenters). (No. 31 in the list givenin para 43.)

(2) The method of assessment for wet lands was to determine the
pattom for single crop and calculate the sarme amount for each
crop. Thusa doublecrop land was assessed at twice the pattom
for a single crop land, unlike the presgnt rule which allows
only an increase of 50 per cent. on account of the second crop.
( Vilangiper of 914 M. E., Mathilagom Records.)

(3) A document known as Kwri (%0)) was granted to the ryots
corresponding to the Pathivoo and Patta of later settlements.
(Account of 914 M. E., Mathilagom Records.)

(4) There were assignments of revenue from the Pandaravaga landy
im favour of Devaswomg and Brahmaswoms. (Grandhavare,
Mathilagom Records.)

(5) In the case of some tenures, Karanams (deeds) and Neets were

given i liew of Kwri or Patta. (Thirattu of 926 M. E.)

(6) Rewmissions were granted for (ailuve of crop and poorness of yield
on wet lands, karivu (@0lad) and thanmai (©o0w®), generally
to the extent of } of the pattom fixed. The latter kind of,
remission is not now allowed ab all. (Adccount of 914 M. E.
Mathilagom Records.)

(7) There were other remissions known as tharisu (o)®) and

wchupalige {90 Aoald)  ([hid.)
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(8) Documents dating =o far back as 734 M. 1. weve cxa.mingd n
connection with the registration of individual properbies at
the settiement of 914 M. B, (Tbid.)

(9) A tax known as Nelueari was levied [rom 904 to 911 M. 2.

(1bid.) ,
(10) There wasa tenuce kuown as < Mavapattom’ (permanent pat-
tom. (1bid.) ?

< .
(11) In the casc of O#: tenvee, there was an itewm of payment
known aus Adukkumutihal (oosee@owd) (1hid.)

(12) There was a tenuse known as Chora-oft; (821000 9\00).) It
was ap wwrecoverable tenuve, in the nature of Kudi-jcnmom
(Vilangiper of C14 M. E., Mathilayom fecords.)

(13) The term  Pewwctaravaga thanuthn was apphed to tands held
under viuthi tenwre.  (Olugu  of 918, Hurur Central
Vernacwiar Records.)

(14) There was an itesmy known as Vilamkadumea. ( lecount of
920 M. I.. lgastiswaram Taluk Records.)

(15) There was abeuation of land on Obtbl tenwre in considera-

' tion of money received as loan. (Account of 920 M. .,
AgastiswaramTalul: Records.)

(16) The Sirkar realised renewal fces (Vo-Ago@Q@Sd) i) respect
of some Jands im  Alagiapandiapurama idaga Kelvi in 920
M. L. (dgastisicaram Taluk Records.)

(17 A large block of land lying to the east of the river Pazhavar at
Suchindvam which had been included within the Sanketham
imits was acquired by the Sitkaron Clhora-offi from the tem-
ple authorities (9 Pottimars) and a settlement made with the
tenants who held under the old proprietors on certain ters
and conditions. The lands were set apart for the mainten-
ance of the mjlitary garrison stationed at the eastern frontier
near Cape Comorin.  (Account dated 21st Alpasi 921 M. E.,
Agastiswaram Taluk Records.)

(18) There was a revision of assessmentin 921 in regard to garden
lands within the area described aslving to the east of the
Kuzhithura river and west of Kumarivasal (Cape Comorin).
(dccount dated 10th Karthigw 921 M. F., Agastiswaram
Taluk Records.)

(19) For expenses connected with the yestoration of some portions of
the Suchindram temnple and the purificatory cereinonies
connected therewith, the revenue derived frown rencwal fees"
Vachazhutbu on the lands Iying east of the Suchindram
river was utilised. (Account dated 10th Karthigar 921
M. E., dgastisicaram Taluk Records. )

(20) There were 7 Kelvisin Nanjinad in 921 M. B. (4ccount dated
18th Kartigai 921 M. E., Agastiswaramn Talul: Records.)

(21) When Sikar lands were given outon Pattora, certain fees
known as adukumathn, chittipanam, neecttupanym etc, were
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) realised, (Acoount dated 19th Kartvgar 921 M. E., Agasti-
swaram Taluk Records).

(22) In 921 wm. . Sirkar lands, were given out on Chettotts for
n term of 30 years (23 Viazhavattams). The consideration
was fixed according to the prevailing rates for otti. From
the pattom or assessment fixed, & deduction was made for
anjali melvarom and the sesidve was taken into account for
fixing the mortgage ameunt. Allowance was made for the
prior movtgage, 1f any, and for improvements on the lands
(Vettozhivu). There were particular forms of mortgage
known as Vilaotti (all@oa1008)) Manai otti (e0ema0a)) and
Melvara otti (ee®ansodl). [ Thirattu of Agastiswcaram
Taluk, 921 M. E.) .

(23) In 921 m. E. an assignment of land revenue in lump in the
shape of paddy was made by the sovereign in favour of
the Trichur and Thirunavoi Yogame in lieu of piece meal
assignments of revenue made in 912 M. E., and the latter
were uftilised for assignments in the Sreekanteswaram and
Palkulangara temples. (Grandhavar:, Mathilagom Records).

(24) When a distributary channel was cut by the ryots from Me-
kara to Thirupadisaram and the lands utilised for the pur-
pose included in their private transactions, the Sirkar re-
covered from the ryots a price for such lands, after making
allowance for the cost of constructing the channel. (4ec-
count of 922 M. E., Agastiswaram Taluk Records).

(25) When dry lands belonging to the Thiruvettar Devaswom
were cleared and brought under cultivation by the ryots,
the Sirkar levied a tax in the natwwe of kadama. (Account
of 923 M. E., Agastiswaram Paluk Records).

(26) In 923 M. E. the Nan)inad Puthenar was extended from the
Thalakudiar kal to Agastiswarm Vattakili and the dry lands
served by the channel converted into wet by the expenditure
of Sirkar funds which was recovered from the ryots in the
nature of Adivara fees and the like. (Account dated 12th
Puratast 923 M. L., dgustiswaram Taluk Records).

(27) When the N. Puthenar was constructed by the Sirkar, the
assessment on the Jands brought under irvigation as the effect
of that Project was raised to the extent of one kottah of
paddy for each kottah of land and the lands were also brought
under measurement according to a new standard then fixed.
(Account duted 12th Purattase 923 M. E.. Agastiswaram
Lalik Kecords).

(28) A consolidated Account showing the land vevenue from the
tract described as ‘ Nanjinad and Malayalam ' between the
vears 919 to 923 M. E. shows that Jands were given out on
otti for periods extending to 30 years (2% Viazhavattams)
and 48 years (4 Viazhavattams). This account also men-
tions items of expenditure for construction of irvigation tanks
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and anicuts under the N. Puthanar and other Channels.
(Thivattu of 923 M. E., Agastiswaram Taluk Records).

(29) The tenure known as kudi-jenmom is mentioned in an acoount
of 925 M. &. ( Vilangiper of 925 M. Ii., dgastiswaram Taluk
Records).

(30) Lands granted as Chora-ot/i in 912 M. . were settled ns
kudi~jenmom in 925 M. v (Ibid.)

(31) Some lands which had been‘granted as 4 njalivile in 815 M. &,
for being converted into garden weve treated as kudi-yenmom
in 925 M. k. (1bid.)

(32) Some lands which had been originally granted by the Sov-
ereign as danom to a Brahmin in Keralapuramw in 821 M. E,
were 10 925 treated as kuwde-jenmom in the hands of an alienee
(of the Pattu- nool caste) who held it under an otle from the
original holder (Ibid.)

(33) When some lands were found in the hands of an alienee under
otty, and a serjes of mortgage transactions extending from
783 to 910 am. . were proved, the lands were treated as
kudijenma-otti ;m 925 M. E., as no document relating to the
alleged oviginal kudi-jenmom tenure was forthcoming. (Ibid.)

(34) Certain lands held bv an artisan and alleged to have been
granted under a tenure known as silpaviruwthis {rom a Deva-
swom were treated as Audi~jenmom in 925 M. . (1bid.)

(35) Somie Devaswom lands granted as chora-otti in 892 M. L.
were treated as kudi-jenmom in 925 M. 5. [1bid.)

50. Tt is significant that the special features noted above were

.. recognised and re-afirmed at subsequent settle-

cxgl‘in::‘“""‘“ ll i) ents and wmost of them continue to this day,

' though in different forms. All this indicates not

only the antiquity of the existing systein byt also the policy adopt-

ed by a long line of distinguished administrators to retain intact the
essential features of the time-honoured system.

51. The rveign of Marthanda Varmah is famous for the extensive

Augmentation of the conquests achieved by his military genius and
State  Avacut due to valour. These conquests were supplemented
Marthanda Varmah by extensions of tervitory by treaty and subjuga-
Rajab's extensive tjon of petty chiefs who held independent sway
conquests. in their domminjons. All this led to the augmenta-
tion of the State Ayacut as well as the land revenue of the State to
a very considerable extent. They also brought into the Land Records
of the State various forms of land tenures which obtained in the seve-
ral kingdoms which were annexed to Travancove. Apart from their
political significance, these territorial extensions have thus a direct
bearing on the Liand Revenue History of the State.

The nature and extent of these territorial extensions are sum-
marised below in chronological ovder from information chiefly obtained

|
\
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from the Mala:ya,lam Translation by the 0ld Book Commiittee, of Six 7.
E1)\/‘I7safbi(len,va, Row’s unpublished ‘History of Travancore, from 904 to
M. B -

(1) At the commencement of Marthanda Varmah's reign the limits

of the State extended fromsAramoli to Warkalay with some

* isolated patches of territory at Eastern Kallada, Mavelikara

(leorth of Kayankulam ang south of Tekkumkur) and othev
places.

(2) In 909 u. 5. the territovies of Elayadath Swaroopam compri=
sing Shencottah, Klankad, Karkudi, Nedumangad, Kotta-
rakara and Pathanapurem were annexed to Travancore,
Subsequently the Dutch espoused the cause of the Rajah of
Elayadath Swaroopam and waged war with Travancore on
his account. They were defeated and the tervitory finally -
annexed in 916 M. E.

(3) In 906 m. E. the Rajah of Desinganad or Quilon was brought
under subjection as a tributary Chief. Buton the death of
the Quilon Rajah in 909 M. £., the Kayankulam Rajah took
possession of his terrvitory and thereupon a conflict arose
between the Kayankulam Rajah and Travancore which was
set at vest in 917 M. E. by the final overthrow of Quilon.
( Shungoonny Menow's History of Travancore, p. 145.)

(4) In 917 1. £. by the treaty of Manar between Kayankulam and
Travancore, a good portion of the former territory passed to
the latter with a stipulation for the payment of an annual
tribute from Kayankulam to Travancore.

(5) In 921 M. &. the whole of the Kayankulam territory was ac-
quived by conquest. At this period, the limits of Travancore
were extended from Warkalay to Thrikunnapuzha and from
Kayankulam to Kumpazha. The village of Samboorvada-
gara in Shencottah was also included in Travancore territory,

(6) In 925 M. E. the territories of Thekkumkur were acquired by
conqguest. This extended the limits of Travancore to Kuma-
ragam, Ailymaanam, Kypalli, Ettumanur, Xidangoor, Lalam
and Kundur.

(7) Soon after, the territories of Wadakkwmkwr which extended up
to the Muvattupuzha river were also annexed to Travancore
as the Chief fled to Calicut, abandoning his State, after the
conquest of Thekkumkuy by Travancore. This extended the
Travancore limits np to the Periyar river. The ternitovies
of the Alengad and Parur Rajabs alone remained oufside
thege limits. They were then tributary States under Cochin,

(8) In 929 M. ©. the territories of the Chempakaserl or Ambala-
puzha Rajah were acquired by conquest. This extended the
Travancore limits northward up to Shertalay taluk which
belonged to Cochin and eastward up to the Chenganoor
river which was the limit ol Thekkumkur.

L‘ Rr hr, ’\, §)
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9) In 929 M. E. a treaty was concluded between the Dutch and
Travancore at Mavelikarni, which secured to Travancore
the alliance of the Dutch in maintaining the tevritorial con-
quests and took away the Dutceh support from the petty
chiefs who had been or had to be conquered.

(10) In 930 M. E. the tract” known as Kavapmam (Shertalay
taluk) which belonged tooCochin was annexed to Travancore
by conguest after the decesive victory gained by Ramn [yen
Dalawah in the battle of Poracand agaimst the combined

¢ forces of Coclun, Thekkumkur, Vadakwunkur and Chen-
pakaseri Rajahs.

(11) In 927 1. E. a tract of territory  extending fvom Cape
Comorin to Ialakad, 7. ¢., Vallivur, Kalakad and other
places whieh orviginallv: belonged to Travancore but had
been wrongly taken possession of by the Nabob of the
Carnatic was rvetaken by Travancore from one Moodemial,
the Viceroy of the Nabob of the Carnatic in the Madura
and Trichinapoly Districts on pavment of a heavy considera-
tion. In 930 M. E. this territory was taken back by the
Nabob of the Carnatic with the assistance of the English, as
Moodemiah’s alienation of it was unauthorised. Subsequent-
ly, in the same year the ‘fravancore florces led by Moode-
miah with the help of Puli Thevan conquered this territory
and re-annexed it to Travancore. At this period, the Travan-
core territory extended from Periar in the north to Kalakad
in the south,

(12) By the treaty of 932 u. E. hetween Cochin and T'ravancore,
the former agreed to the latter retaining all the territories
acquired by conquest and relinquished its claims to the
Principalities of Alengad and Parur.

52. The events enumerated above do not all fall within the period
covered by this Chapter but they form a connected chain in the ex-
tension and consolidation of the State and ave, therefore, presented
here in one view.

53. Though fully occupied with his military expeditions and ex-
tensive conquests, Marthanda Vavinah Raja
always devoted special attention to the de-
velopment of the resources of the State and the
extension of cultivation. The construction of the Puthen Dam across
the Paraliyar has been already referred tn. In 920 3. 1. another
important irrigation work was carried out in Nanjinad. This was the
construction of the Nanjinad Puthenar from Bhuthapandi to Cape
Comorin. This has continued ever since to he an important branch
of the irmgation system of Nanjinad. The construction of this chan-
nel is mentioned in the following extract from the Grandhavari of the
Sri Padmanabhiaswamy teraple :—

£ h0.0.00065 ypalEom @ ac)w l9agp dle @egoc Mo
@R 4 8120001892003, 6 20 03611048) sfgalaas) y enom)

Lirigation works in
Nanpjinad.
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54. From the copy of a Royal writ, dated 29th Thy 923 M. E. (in
o .. the Mathilagom Records) it is seen that in that
m%g“"tt:r‘l‘ﬁ;‘°;; Of\.n‘)"'.;: year, aspecial staff was employed for constructing
fmd. " Some irvigation tanks and forming puravoos in
Agastiswarom talulk, east of Therur tank and
south of Marunkuy,

55. The constitution of the village and taluk organisation, as it ob-

o tained at this period, as well as the functions de-

: C”"s“tl““oln k"f the  volving on the Proverticars,are clearly explained

;;Eﬁgjﬁ“'“ taluk 0"8-in 3 Variola dated, 29th Thy 923 M. E., and the

S _ Royal writs of the same date issued to the Prover-

ticars in Nanjinad in that’ vear, copies of which were found in the

Mathilgom Records. These records disclose the following interesting
facts :

(1) The village (kelvi) was the unit of administration and was
presided over by the Proverticar. who veceived his appoint«

- ment from the sovereign.

(2) Under the Proverticar there were different accountants known
as Kariva Karathu Pillai, Karivelathu XKanakku Kanakkan,
as well as Thandakars.

(3) The Proverticar had power to fine persons, up to the limit of

O fanams, all cases for higher punishment heing sent up to -
higher authority. :

(1) The officer to whom the Proveticar was subordinate was
known as Kariakar, corresponding to the modern Tahsildar.

(5) The Taluks were known as Mandapathumvathukals,

() The DProverticar was the local officer responsible for re-
ceipts and expenditure in respect of items sanctioned by the
Sovereign, as well as disbursements ordered by the Kariakar.

(7) The Proverticars swere to exercise supervision over the Deva:
swoms and see that the Sreekariakarans paid proper attention
to the proper performance of poojahs at stated times and
make arrangements for the performance of the poojahs, when
the saime were neglected.

(8 In times of drought or scatcity, the Proverticar was to in-
spect the lands belonging to the Devaswoms as well as to
Pandaravaga in company with the Karivu Karathu Pillai,
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Relvi Pillai and four assessors (thadasters) and prepare ac-
counts for the remissions due to failure of crop (karivu) and
poorness of yield {thamnw). In the latter case, when the
probable vield could not be delermined to the satisfaction of
the 1yot, the Proverticar was to have the field harvested
in the presence of his oven 1men and find out the actual yield
and the amount of renission, if any, duc to thamua.

(9) The Thovala Proverticar wis to attend {o the construction of
the Thovala fort.

{10y The Proverticay was to send up monthly statetnents to the
Mandapathwnvathukal for the receipts and disbursements
in his village.

(11Y ‘The Proverticar was to supply provisions for the Oolsavoms
and Bhadradeepams in the Capital and obtain receipts from
the Chandrakaran of Oolsavamadom.

(12) The DProverticar was required to attend (o the irvigation
works in his village i. e., excavation of tanks. conversion of
dry lands into wet, and maintenance of chaonels and awi-
cuts. The new lands hrought under wet cultivation were
to be included under the Avacut of the respective tanks.

(13) The items included in the village accounts cogﬁ)rised Angah
(oRamidal)  Melvarom (sesdarame), Piravaga (afloai@) Rek.
shabhogam (0&m08830) ete. There was also an item kuown
as Sanchavam or ‘miscellaneous revenuc '

(14) The remuneration paid to the village staff was us follows:

Proverticar ... .. 24 kottahs of paddy per annum.
Kelvi Accountant 18 Do. Do.
Karivu Karathu Kanakkan 18 Do. Do.
Thandal . o 12 Deo. Do.

There was another item known as (@3)eanes GFEA M) horse

allowance and other perquisites awounting to 540 fanams
per anpum.

- (15) There was an allotment for Mabanavaini poojal and decora-
tions ete. for the same in the Kelvi cach year,

(16) Royal writs were also issued to the following functionaries ;—
(@) Kariva Karathu Kanakan,

(0) Sreekariakaran and Pillamars of Suchindraw
temple,

(¢) Pidakakars.
(4) 'The outgoing Proverticar,
(&) Pidaka Muthalpidi.

(f) N&dtmma.-r of Keeipat,hu and 1\1 ] . -
swaram Pidaka, elpathu w1 Agasti
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56. After extending the limits of Travancore from Cape Comorin
to the Periyar, that is the whole of modern
Travancce with the exception of the Alangad
"= and Parur Principalities which were annexed
later on, Marthanda Varmah Rajah signalized his reign by a
great act of Stute known as the ' Thupadidanom’ or dedication of the
State to Svi Padmanabha Swamy, the Iamily Deity of the Sovereigns
of Travancore. This epoch-making event took place in 925 M. E.

Thiyupadidanom in
925 M. ¥.

57. The original docuraent rclating to this transaction which 1s
preserved in the Sri Padmanabha Swamy temple runs as follows:
voymild pml AlMay s M 08I OMIRIVPCD LG TORIBI
Mg 2BO2TVo B~ Y VMIYYo ajdjietiod maldlge GaGIY,
R B 9B TULTLIN M reen BOMEINID.

@'2MI0SNG) PR WIDHR L MILBITHINEAR0D WJogyd
QU PoaloseBB BMOVOR BHISe20 cSlwemic  HALMIOCIM.
SH9sen  DIROTIDHOREP  TIADVHD  MQae  TIHINEISIG
ERME L) HUBIN AOY HTYHRG e TLDIMBIMEL > BOQ af)B 66335 Do
ALBBOD0 Y BV G S BBI0 L 1Z6MB 100 @215 TUGIAV_10"] 61 29
D A@IGOD  af)§) SIS ID. @lesiosode SR NdbE 0w
e chIMmenmode, @iidrd gailTe ©@ILes 0 FUGTVI0L

© 200681 U050 MM 2Iom v

(Lranslation).— Deed of absolute gift and dedication ex-
ecuted this day of the Revathi Star, Wednesday, the fifth Makarom
925 M. E., and the seventh day after New Moon, when Satwin is
in Scorpio and Jupiter in Pisces.

" We, Bala Marthanda Varmah, the senior member of Trip-
pappur and Sreepandarakariam Cheyvarkal have this day trans-
ferred by absolute gift and dedication, to endure as long as the
Sun and Moon shall last, all the lands and functions appertaining
thereto, together with all rights and dignities and all other pos-
gessions that We have been hitherto enjoying as of right within
the territories between the Thovala Fort in the cast and the
Kavanar river in the west, in favour of Perumal Sri Padinanabha
Perumal. In token whereof, We have this day executed this deed
of absolute gift and dedication. Bala Marthanda Varmah Rajah,
the senior member of Trippappur and Sripandarakariam
Cheyvarkal.

- SIGN MANUAL,

Written by Sankara Kumaru Marthandan,
58. The Grandhavari in Sri Padmanabha Swamy temple containg”
the following extracts on the subject:—

UA® ModhO+ NS oSy he B0S MG & émqg ‘_ng:)ﬂnﬁsa ST LYY Yo
& MINULOHO B, @t{é\fw\.d S0Me® 5. N2 1BD0Do @’\u«m
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MIZN1IB 20TONUNE) 83 Rap-00IMEAISAY . mQIUB] POYVVs MSmM
el @) B A0 Loy HTohes HOLd®m] BB BTV & BRLINHTAR.

&’:Jﬂ’) ~ o - . Y

(Translation).— After the anunexation of the Thekkumkur
and Vadalkumkur Principalfties, the whole State extending from
Thovala to Kavamar was mgpde over as gift and dedication to
Perumal Svi Padmanabha Peramal Swamy ; and from 925 M. 1.
the Panguni Oolsavonr in the temple was commenced in addition
to the Alpasi Oolsavom which alone was performed up to
924 M. E.

“HEMIANS QTR HWMICAN0 BIR o Ha-0bINTG DEDBOTVs 500 g9
Slolad 20 oy Galy @8I Nor® 83y dap-0Eamg Qdymzomy,
aM-0%- Hal@DODo BHISI0: OS] W) alMIE 2000 W) enows
O™ 52U B SUDDOHB 2000 AN P WMIGE 4®s af)0a.

(Translation).—Oun the 5th Makavam 925 M. E. the Kingdom
extending from Thovala to Kavanar was ade over in absolute
gift and dedication to Sri Padmanabba Swamy; the Koikal
(Palace was converted into Peruinal Kottarom Palace appertain-
ing to the Deity on 28th Mithunom 925 . v; and the title © Si-
Padmanabha Dasa Vanchi Bala Marthanda Varmah Kuolasekara
Perwmal * was asstwmed by the sovereign.

59.  The nature and iwportance of this measure are explained
in the following extracts :
(1) Sir. T. Madava Row's History of Travancore (Malayalam
translation ) :—

“URBEHt DI DaDINIRY Yy CLwIS Aldhe Yol ESOBITV. 0w MY
MY ue. Qo@ o~ Aods; P9R0 BMAI) @ b muﬂmﬁ;o@ A@)sgm')ag’\)rmom-)q.
OO HMEEM Lo atnMILN MBIl )y eeacdo pcaes
Duselduy aflvls ool 4 aveely, ool 20,0405 2aOIDIS)
&WIE LM, HSVIRIOT asERANEHMDO 300 VI IV W)y B af)
I’ UHL]:, VIVIO OWMIIGMR 0@’ DICHINT TaD) ORI O]
b9, LENMIBFITV VIO BaIBBL D, L el)® )0 155 GYVIs algn
MO20gY M da o) 6 ol F) TR anolem @B B250) 20202 JOMITE TU,0
| @20 551D 01 af)M BabIDIRIQY 4] &) gy

(Translation).—The devoted Maha Rajah proces :
femple on '\Vanesday 5th Makaram 9925 x\'![. El J a,lfngrywl'?“llg
A. D) and dedicated himself to Sri Padmanablia Swami together
with all that belonged to him, He placed the royal sword in frong
of the Diety and afterwards took it back. It i understood that to
this day, the Maha Rajabs of Travancore hold this sword as the
agent of Sri Padmanabba Swami. For tlhe same reason, the Tra-
vancore Maha Rajahs are Known as ‘Padmanabhy, Dasa’. By thus
dedicating the whole State to Sri Padmanabha Swami the )Ma-ha,
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Rajah realised that he had placed the State under the special
protection of the Deity,

(2) Administration Report for 1048 and 1049 pp. 49 to 50: —

-“The land of Sree Dudmanabla  Swami oxtend over all
JSoutbern Travancore from Shefengheel to Thovallay; and arc for
purposes of account divided intp 8 divisions, Madapaud, Neenda-
kara Sanketham and KolatoorsMelanganom. The tenure which is
pure Jemn dates from very vemote antiquity, and the lands
forined the private property of the Pagoda, long before the whole
State of Travancore was solemanly given ovev in gift to the same
Pagoda by two former Rajahs, the greater part in the year
938/1757 A. p., a small partin A. D. 973/1797 A. D.”

(3) Shungoony Menon's History of Travancore pp. 170 to 171:—

“Though Travancore was pow perfectly freed from the long
continued molestations and opposition of the Ettu Veetil Pillamar
and their confederate chiefs, and the recurrence of oppression on
their part had been rendered impossible by the subjugation of the
insurgent feudatories; though all sources of danger from neigh-
bouring principalities had been removed by the expulsion of the
petty Rajahs from their strongholds; and though success had
. attended all the acts of the Maha Rajah in enforcing order and

regularity in the kingdom, constructing fortifications, introducing
a scheme of military organisation, promulgating a sound system
of administration, and bringing about a reign of perfect peace
throughout the Maha Rajab’s dominions, still His Highness’
prudence and wisdoin suggested his vesorting to further measures
for the protection of his ancient house and his dearly acquired
possessions. Consequently, this wise and remarkable sovereign,
who had latterly becorne more of a veligious devotee than a
despotic king, adopted a most important precautionary measure
as a lasting and powerful check on any {uture internal commotion
in the country. This was effected by connecting the Government
of the State with religion, and wmaking the kingdom sacred in the
eves of all Hindus, in the manner following :

“ After the conquest of - Kayemkulam, and taking possession
of Dasinganaund, Elayada Swarcopam, and re-establishing the
Travancore dominions up to Valliyur in the east and Thricunna-
pulay in the north, the Maha Rajah proceeded on the morning of
the 5th Madom 925 M. &. (17th January 1750 . D.), to the great
pagoda at Trivandrum, accorpanied by the heir-apparent with
the other male and female members of the family, and the prime
minister Rama Iyen. After assembling all the priests and the
Brahmanical body attached to the pagoda called the Yogakar; the
Maha Rajah with great reverence and devotion laid his State
sword on the Ottakal Mandapom, in the presence of the image of
Sree Padmanabha Swamy, and made over the kingdom of
Travancore to the Devaswom, declaring that from that day
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forward, he was the vassal o agent of the deity, Sree Padmanabha
Swanyy, and that he would conduct the affairs of the kingdom as
o trustece of the Devaswom. TFrom this dayv, the Maha Rajah
assmed the title of ‘Sree Padmanabha Dasa,” ¢. €., & scvvant or
nminister of Sree Padmanabban. This measure, we may
reasonably believe, had the {desived effect, for since that time the
people of Travancore have hag a devoted attachment and sacred
regard for the roval house, andsthis has continned unchanged up
to this day.”

@ Travancore State Manual Vol. |, p. 362 :—

“Dedication of Travancore to Sri Padmanablaswamy. Fov
the better safety of his ancient house and the consolidation of his
acquired dominions so as to make internal disturbances in the
country impossible and make his own position secure, the thouglht-
ful Maha Rajah determined upon the bold step of dedicating his
kingdom to Sr1 Padmanabhaswamy, the tutelary deity of the
Royal house of Travancore. Accordingly, on the morning of the
5th Makaram 925 M. £. (January 1750 4. D.), accompanied by the
heir-apparent and all the other male and female members of the
Royal family, the Maha Rajah with his Prime Minister proceed-
ed to Sri Padmanabba’s temple wheve all the priests and Yogak-
kars had also been summoned. His Highness laid his State sword
before the God on the Ottakkal Mantapam and made over thie
whole tervitory to the Devaswony and assumed its management
as the vassal of that deity. Ifrom this day forward ‘he styled
himself Sr¢ Padmanabha Dase nieaning, the servant of Srii
Padmabhaswamy.’ This stroke of policy had the desired effect
and the people of Travancore have ever after regarded the country
as the possession of the God and the person of the sovereign
as His representative to them on earth.

(5 Dewan My.V.P. Madhava Rao’s Address atthe First
Session of the Sri Mulam Popular Assembly :—

“Among the Native States in India, Travancore holds a
unique position. This is the only Hindu State which has not
come under Mahomedan domination and which retains nnmpair-
ed its ancient Hindu type and character. Those who are fami-
hiar with the history of the State know and realise the full import
and significance of the great act of State policy adopted m the
middle of the 18th century by the illustrious Rajah Martanda
Varma of immortal fame by which the Sovereign, after subjugat-
ing the diffevent principalities and chieftainships and consolidat-
Ing them into the compact kingdom as you find it to-day, dedicat-
ed the whole State to the presiding Deity in Trivandrwm and
constifuted himself the servant and agent of the Deity. The
character thus stamped on the constitution of the State has never
been lost sight of by his sucessors on the Throne of Travancore

and they have striven to discharge the sacred trust banded down
to them with unswerving loyalty.”
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(6) Dewan Mr. Gopalachari's reply to Representation No. 179
at the Third Session of the Sri Mulam Popular Assembly ;-—

“ Any reform that is proposed raust be consistent with the
essential features of the constitution under which the Sovereign
administers this State as the agent of the Deity. He is bound
40 maintain the same on Hindu principles. Who that has studi-
e}i the history of Travancore dces not know and realize the full
significance of the great act of State policy adopted by Maharaja
Martanda Varma, by which he made a gift of the whole State
to the Deity after pouring water in a manner to which tradition
attaches efficacy and styled himself as Sri Padmanabha Dasa or
the servant and agent of that Deity. That being so, it is impos-
sible for the Sovereign of this State to divest hims elfof Devaswom
management. Devaswoms are part and parcel of the State,
and it is not possible with the present growing demands upon the
finances of the State to constitute a separate departient for the
administration of Devaswoins which have appertained to the
Revenue department from tiime immemorial. Frow tradition,
prestige and authority, the Revenue departinent seems to be the
best fitted to manage them.”

60. In regard to the observation made in some of the statements
conte_»ined in the above extracts that the term Mandapathumvathukal
was 1ntroduced after the Thirupadidanom, it has to be wmentioned
that this term occurs in some of the old accounts prior to 925 a. E.
the year of Thirupadidanom. The record referred to in para 55 is a
clear authority on the point. The terio ‘Sreepandarakariam Cheyvar-
kal” (@lemsramie saiqoddcs) appears also to have been in use prior
to the Thirupadidanom. Tt is used in the Thirupadidanom deed itself
as an expression already in vogue, when that deed was executed. This
term has been retained all along and has also been recognised at the
vecent settlement. Al thanathuchitia lands, or lands occupied by
Government buildings or institutions are entered in the name of
Sreepandarakariam Cheyvarkal (@loemre®ote @a@péad )  which
means ‘ Sivkar. ’ '

61. The dedication of the State to the family Deity of the
sovereign is thus a distinctive feature of the constitution and corsti-
tutes the basis or foundation of the existing land revenue system.

L, ROM. 1V, ) v
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