~ A NOTE ON VELU

TAMPI'S REBELLION

By

Dr. S. N. SEN.

VELU Tampi was the typical
strongman of his times. Whon

vested in his own person he had a
salutary respect for authority. For
weakness and incompetence he had
nothing but contempt. A rebel by
instinet, be knew how to work upon
popalar passions. His first revolt
brought him to power but the second
wrought his ruin. Yet his worst
enemy could not attribute his dis-
comfiture to lack of daring or enter-
prise. To yoke his willing confrere
of Cochin was perhaps not so difficult
but Velu Tampi tried and all but
succeeded in rallying all the discon-
tented elements under his own leadex-
ship and looked across the seas for an
ally whose prowess had proved wore
than equal to that of the British in
the hattlefields of Europe. It was not
his fault that the expected succour
from the French islands never arrived.
The story of his insurrection told so
well by Wilson (History of India)
and V. Nagam Aiya (Travancore
State M anual) need not be repeated
here; but we may rescue from oblivion
a parrative which Col, Daly left of
what may rightly be described as Vely
Tampi's last parleys with a British
Officer. It shows the redoubtable
Dewan 2t his best and worst. Col. Daly

commanded tho arutie Brioade
. =(

which atood o staunchdy by ghe

Dowan, and know him  woll  The

rlmrra-bi\:ol. that follows was wripten
for the mmformation of Cal, Macaulay,
the Resident and was transmitted by
him to the Neting Chiof Soerotary of
the frovernmont ol Fort Si. (To0rue.
Daly's Account

"You will rocollect that vour
writer in company with - loft vour
House at Cochin ou the 26tl Decem-
ber about cight O'eloek at nivht for
Alleppi, whera wio aarived  next
mornine about the sames hour and
unmediately waited upon the Dowan
to whom I delivered youy letter. He
appeared highlv  pleagd with the
contuents and instantly ordered
Palpanapoolali, lus late Secvotary to
make out a lettor of resicuation for
him, which lettr was to he dolivered
to the Colonel (nr thc purpose of
forwarding to the Rajah. Your
writer rerfjuosted » copy of this letter,
which he said was recuisito for the
satisfaction of tha Colonel. [ should
have observed that on our way to the
Cutchree T desired your writer to
inform the Dewan that it was the
Colonel’s order for me to rettirn with

. ——— et — __.-—'————-

1. Sec. Cons., 10 April, %03, No. 3.
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him, which he did, but the Dewan
hastily answered there was no neces-
aity for that as he wished me to
acoompany himself. I was struck
with the manner of his reply and
instantly said that I had made the
same observation to the Colonel at
Coohin, and that he said. It was
very well, my reason for this was to
do away any suspicion the Dewan
may harbour. We then enquired at
“what time he would be ready to
depart, he answered the next even-
ing about eoight or nine O'clook so
that the Colonel may expect him at
Cochin early the morning following.
At the same time he desired the writer
to request of the Colonel to order two
Palinquins one for himself and the
other for me. I observed that two
Palinquins would not be sufficient as
hia Brother Tomby would want one,
he answered Tomby and Palpana-
poolah must manage for themselves
a8 woll ag they can. He then added
that it would be proper for the
Colonel to order four Guards with a
Jemadar to await our arrival at
Crangauore as it was possible his
. own people may do him injury on the
way when they discovered his flight,
all which the writer promised to
mention to the Colonel. We then took
leave & oa. On the svening of the
same day I waited on the Dewan and
found him seated in greater state
than usual surtounded by & number
of the Head people such as Valia
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Sarwadies and Sarwadies. I observed
the Pepper Sarwady Palpanapoolah
was not present. The Dewan after
some short time desired I would go
home 28 he was then a little busy,
that there was no occasion for me to
come next morning but to come in
the evening. I was sarprised at this,
and desired my linguist to speak in
his ear (?) (many people being pre-
sent ) and enquire what he meant by
what he said just now as he knew
very well the time was precious ana
Colonel Macaulay would be expecting
him at Cochin agreeable to his pro-
mige. He answered that the day
tomorrow was not a good day, but to
come in the evening and he would
inform me the time to a certainty.
Accordingly the following evening
about seven O’clock I waited on him
when he soon dispatched me saying,
tomorrow evening about nine O
clock we shall take our departure,
take care to have your Boat &ca. in
readiness at that hour. Aoccordingly
on the 29th in the evening about
seven O'clock 1 wailfed on him
having previously made ready my
Boat imegining he would to a oartain-
ty set off the same night. On seeing
me he inquired if I was ready, I
replied that all was ready acoording
to his desire—he then asked me when
do you propose to depart. I answered,.
I only wait your orders—he then
asked me if I truly and sincerely
trustel in Colonel Macaulay's
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promises t0 him, I answered that 1
trusted most sincersly and so much
so that I would answer with my life
for Colonel Macaulay’s faithfully ful-
filling every engagement or promise
msde him upon this oceasion.—He
then said, when I go to Cranganore
will the Colonel not do me any harm.
I answered, certainly not, I have a
brace of loaded pistols by me and
should soonsr shoot myself with one
of them than advise you to the step
if T had the leaat suspicion of Colonel
Maoaulay’s doing you harm, on the
contrary he will, I am certain, treat
you with honor and respect. What
then , does Colonel Macaulay certainly
believe that I shall come thers, was
his reply. I answered most cer-
tainly—Oh he is a fool was the
answer, I thought he was & man of
gense but I find he has no sense, he
trusts to my writing and promiges. I
am the Minister of Travancore, how
could Colonel Macaulay suppose that
I would leave my King and Country
to live in the Company’s Territories.
Was Ito do so, I would be looked
upon a8 a traitor by my own King
and Cast and at the same time des-
pised by the English Government,

Therefore I now tell you I shall never
quit my Country to please Colonel
Macaulay. The Colons] wishes my de-
parture very much, I am:certain, as in
that oase he would assume all power
and authority over the Country. He
wrote me to discharge the Carnatick
Brigade, I will not discharge that
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Brigade. 1 shall raise tive Battalions
more and immediatoly make war
against the Compony, I answered if
you pretend to make wax agninst the
Company you will loso your life. the
Rajuh, his Country and tho Loor
Inhabitants will he ruined and de-
stroyed—Le then said 1 have a lagk
and fifty thousand Mon and Marhat-
tas are at war with tho Company
and the French and Russians are on
their way through Persia and will be
in this Country very soon, thercfore
the Company have no Forvce at band
to bring against this place; besides I
have written and sent people to the
Polegars and Moples from Madura to
Cananore who are all to a mau ready
to join when I coumence the War.
I answered the Company has taken
all India, Travancore «xcepted, there-
fore their power is everywhere, Who-
ever has informed you of a Marhatta
War and that the Frouch and
Russians arrived at Persia, were very
wrong as thexre is not a word of truth
in it, and you nay he assurcd the
Polygaxs are not such fools as to join
with you, they know the Company’s
power and resources t0o well for that.
Therefors, I now assure vou that in
the course of fiftcen or twenty days
the Companys army will arrive by
land and sea and soon possess them-
selves of this Country, and you will
most  certainly lose your life-—he
replied it is a custom to make war
and afterwards to make a peace,
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therefore I am dotermined to hagiu a
war. [ replied what you say is in
some measure true, but bolieve me if
you begiu tho War the Company will
nover make peace with you—He then
said I want to make war, get 2 name
and then die, I then asked him why
did you send me so often to Colonel
Maoaulay to try to conclud this
business in an amicable way if you
had all this in your heart—he replied
I did so to gain time to prepars my-
self—I then observed I trusted your
word and took a great deal of trouble
in this affair, what must Colonel
Macaulay think of me now, upon
which he replied, oh Colonel
Ma caulay’s business is all done to-day,
his Head is kicking about the streets
of Cochin by this time. Upon which,
gsomewhat disconcerted of course, 1
gaid, then Dewan I suppose vou re.
gerve the same fate for me, I believed
your going according to your promise
to Colonel Macaulay, but it seems
you have deceived him as well 28 me,
the last time I went to Cochin I took
all my money and left it at Colonel
Macaulay’s House which will be
plundered by your people of courss,
now 1 have lost my word, I have lost
my money, and I suppose you will
take my life, and all this in con-
gequence of placing 8o wuch confi-
dence in you—he then said Ishall do
you no harm, you must go and remain
prisoner at ,your House. I should
have said that I had before refused to

TRAVANCORE INFORMATION, Jaonuary 1943

join thoy Brigade—he then asked how
much mouney did you take to Cochin.
I replied about twelve thousand
Rupees, you shall not lose that
money was the reply, I shall give you
my Dond on the circar acoount for the
twelve thousand rupees payable on
demand with the interest of eight
per cent. until paid. I immediately
answered [ will receive no Bond or
anything else from you on any
acoount, spare my life that is all the
favour I ask at present, and I inatant-
ly left his presence. I ocertainly
expected to be murdered before I
should reach my own House, I how-
over waited in the outside Cutcharee
until he came out which was shortly
after, and then saluted him, upon
which he gave me hia Hand telling me
not to be afraid, I however had lost
all confidence 1in him—the Bsame
moment the Brigade maxched off and
the Dewan joined them in his Palin-
queen. I then returned to my House
where I found he had sent the Bond.

To the best of my recollection this
is the purport of what past between
the Dewan and me from the 27th

Docember 1808 until the 29th Deor.”

Unflinching Courage

If Daly is to be believed, Velu
Tampi hoped to bring about an anti-
British alliance of the principal Mala~
bar States with the French and the
Marathas., Chimerical as the scheme
Imay now appear it was not entirely
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impracticable. = The Marathas were
still smarting under their recent dis-
comfiture and had not yet been
reconciled to their subordinate status.
There was no lack of disaffection
among the Moplas and Nayars and
France was at open war with Britain,
A Maxatha-Malabar combination
backed by France might very well
succerd where Travancore and Cochin
failed. Velu Tampi had French
officers on whom he could rely. Two
Fronchmen, Captains La Fobi and
Alaire, served in the Carnatic Brigade
and we learn from Col. Macaulay
that two sons of the former and a
near relative of the latter had taken
an aotive part in Veln Tampi’s
rebellion.? As early as the 11lth Sep.
tember the Resident had noticed with
unconcealed concern the presence of
French sailors serving in Arab vessels
at Aleppi.® On the 16th December he
reported to Mr. Buchan that two
Mahomedans bad been despatched by
the Dewan to Mauritius on & Maldive
vessol to solicit a reinforcement of
500 Artillery, and Col. Macaulay
belioved-that “the Govt. of the French
Islands could in security run over to
Aleppi a8 many troops as they might
be disposed to send,” as “the Port of
Alleppi may be entered in the midst
of the heaviest monsoon gales”.! On
the 21st of December he wrote —
“Every one is told that the French
and Marathas are to assist the Ram
Rajah”® Velu Tampi had evidently
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received exagroarabed reports of
French succeas in lurope and thore .
was persistent rumour about carly
arrival of a French foreco in Malabar
but there 18 no evidonee that he over
opened any poegotiation with any of
the disgruntled Maratha chinfs,
There ia no Teason, bowever, to dis-
aredit Daly's repoxt; he had nothing
to gain by fabricating a false story
after the rebellion had been com-
pletely suppressod. Col. Daly and
Major Hamilton woro the only officers
of the Carnatie Brigado who did not
join the rebels and were therefors
sure of the pension promised by the
Company’s government. Though the
insurrection of 1808-9 proved a diamal
failure, Daly’s narrative goes far to
prove that Velu Tampi could plan on
a grand scale and was not an in-
different student of icurrent polities,
although he was sadly misinformed
about European and Indian affairs,
However strongly we may condemn
his misdeeds, we cannot but admire
the unflinching courage that sustained
him till the last moment and enabled
him to make his final exitin a manper
worthy of the best txaditions of his
land.
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