KERALA SOCIETY PAPERS, SERIES 5.

275

Slavery in Kerala.
(By the Rev. W. S.Hunt))

The Greek ambassador Megasthenes, who
was sent to India about 2,200 years ago,
numbered among this land’s attractive fea-
tures the absence of salvery. But was he
right in doing 80 ? Was there 10 salvery in

India then?>  Does it not date back before
the beginnings of history>  Perhaps the
atatement was true of the part of Chandra
Gupta's domains that Megasthenes knew.
Or perhaps slavery existed, but he did not
recognise it as such.

A slave is described in The Oxford
English Dictionary edited by Sir James
Murray, as—

** One who is the property of, and entirely
subject to, ansther persaa, wasthar by cap-
ture, purchass, or birth; a servant completely
divested of freedom and personal rights.”

A serf is described in the above as—

“ A person in a condition of servitude or
modified slavery, distinguished from what is

of their masters by whom they are bought
& sold like cattle & are often worse treated.
The owners had formerly the power to flog
& enchain them, & in some cases to maim
them, or even to deprive them of their lives,
Though these cruelties are not naw sanstion-
\ ed by law their condition dses not, in a pra-
; ctical view, appsar t be improved as they
! have no means to gat legal redress... ..The .
i slaves are, of course, paid in kind. They
1 are also entitled to certain portions of the
! produce of their labour which, ina great
| measure, make up for the low rate of their
{ wages. They are valued differently in diffe-
i rent places. The price of an able-bodied
slave in the low country, wherc the wages
(in kind) are comparatively high, is not more
than Rs. 6 (= |2 shillings). In Mallappalli
. it comes to nearly Rs. 8 & in places nearer
the hills it rises considerably higher, even to
double that amouat. The children of slaves
do not belong to the father’s master, but are

properly called ‘slavery’ in that the services | the property of the mather’s owner. In some
due to the master, and his powsr of disosal | Places however, the [father is allowed a
of his ‘serf,” ate more or less limited by law | fight to one child, which of caurse is th yro-
or custom.” | perty of his master .....A great landlord in a
- | neighbouring village has nearly 20j of them
One of a ‘fl‘“ of l’,”?’"’" bound to, and i daily employed on his farms while three
transferred with the $3il."—Pocket Oxford | \icneq that number are let out on rent to in-
Dictionary. | ferior farmers.”
Predial means ** (of slaves) attach=d : The slaves were literally, as the Pocket
to the land,” & agrestic means * rural, rus. | Dictionary says, attachsd to the soil & trane-
tic.” The expressions * predial slaves” & | ferred with it. If a pizce of land changed
“ agrestic serfs,” though the latter may savo  hands the slaves attached to it ceased to be-
wr of tautology. apply exactly to thoss whom \ long to the former owaer & became the pro
wy predecessors in the first half of the last ! perty of the purchaser. The following docu.
century used to call ““the slave castes ™

though they were outcastes. The R:v. Gzorge
Matthan, writing of them in 1850, said.
“Their persons are entirely at the disposal

ment touching such a transaction is from the
Rev. E. V. John's little Malayalam *History
of the Anglican Church in Travancore &
Cochia.”
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When the property known as Munro
Island was granted to the C. M. S. by the
Travancore Sirkar in 1819 (it has just been
tothe G a hundred
alaves were given with it. One of the mis-
N "

Peot went to the Island and gave to the head
of each slave family a copy of the following
document.

“We, the undersigned, acting as trustees
“of Munro Island, do hereby declare that.....
«. who has hitherto been a slave of
!he soil, is from this time liberated by us
“‘and made a free man, and that his wife and
“offspring are wholly and forever free and are
“regarded by us only as hired servants, and
“that no one has any right to bring them
“into servitude again. At the same time, we
“‘declare that we do not consider ourselves
'as released from any just claim which he
“or his wife or offspring may have upon
‘‘us according to custom, privilege or law
“in consequence of their having been slaves.

“Benj. Bailey
“Josh Peet”

*“€th March, 1835*

In this they anticipated the action of the
Sirkar by twenty years,

In 1839 Baron d’Albedhyll put forward
“‘a plan fzr the emancipation and education
of the children of slaves in Cochin and Tra-
vancore,” the method eventually adopted. In
1553 the Raja of Travancore issued a

sionaries wrote home to Engl

them, “'I cannot but indulge the hope that
ere long they will possess the nobleat free-
dom.” He meant, no doubt, that they might
become Christians and enter into *‘the’
liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free.”
But the idea of being slave-owners irked the
consciences of the missionaries, men who had
witnessed Wilberforce's  anti-slave-trade

ign and had probabl. ici d i

setting free the future offspring
of Government slaves and in June 1855 all
Government slaves were emancipated. The
Raja of Cochin followed this example a few
years later.

It was not easy to persuade either Govern-
ment to take this step. In his **Reminiscences
of Life and Sport in Southern India,” Col.
Heber Drury, who had been Assistant
Resid wrote, “The Resident has been for

in
it. They tried, therefore, to free their
slaves, but met with such serious opposition
and so many difficulties that twenty-five

years elapsed before they could do s0. On a
certain day in March, 1835, the Rev. Joseph

some time taking measures for abolishing
slavery in Travancore and with this view he
pointed out to the Rajah, among other for-
cible arguments the esteem he would be held
n, not only by his neighbouring States, bug
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even in Europs and other parts of the world-
*True,” agreed the Prince, but the landad
proprietors do not wish it and | could never
do anything that was not agreeable to all
my subjects. 'But,’ replied the Resident,
“they will incur no loss. My desire is to free |
the next and to

yet unborn, en act which I am sure your
Highness will approve of. It is hardly fair
thet any child before it can distinguish
right from wrong should be born and live
in slavery without a choice.” *Most assur-
redly’, rejoined the Princs, ‘and, as far as! 1
am concerned, [ should wish to abolish the ‘
practice at once. But it has never beea dunz |
before and I should not like to make any
alteration myself in the existing state of
affairs.” After a little pressure from the
higher anthorities the blot of slavery was
wiped out.”

More than seventy years have, therefore,
passcd since alavery ceased in Kerala. Yet
‘we find quite a recent writer (3. Subbarama
Aiyar, “Economic Life in a Malabar Vil.:
lage,” 1925) saying,"One peculiar feature of
agricultural labour in Malabar is the exis-
tence of a class of semi-slaves. From time
immemorial they were slaves under law as
well as in fact...... they are even now agri-
cultural serfs attached to their masters’ soil
and actually transferred to the buyer of land
to which they are attached. They are often
lent out for service to anather for a small
patlam, or rent, by the master. This is
however, legally prohibited, but persists in
eertain cut of the way places.”” They “are
moare agricultural workers and havs no aartl

This refers to conditions in the northern part
of Cochin State and does not apply in its
entirety to other parts of Kerala. The trait
of loyalty to their masters, i+ ¢., to the here-
ditary  tampuran (emjo3c) i3 often
marked and sometimes survives in those who
have long ceased to be in the relation of
master and servaat. | know a middle-aged
Christian teacher, whose father and grand-
father were. als> Christians, who, with mem-
bers of his family, pays at least one visita
year to the family whom his ancestors served,
or to “vhom tuey belonged, thzugh the old
relationship ceased tw> ago and
the teacher lives and works far away from
the tampuran's [amily. This attachment is
obvisusiy a deeply ingrained thing, surviving

as it does even change of religion. Very
large numbers of those whose forebears
were slaves have become Christians. It is

computed that there must be 150,000 dis-
tribut:d among various Christian bodies in
Kerala.

1t will have been noticed that the writer
jus: quoted, Mr. Subbarama Aiyar, speaks
of slavery having existed in Kerala from
time immemorial. which must surely mean
further back than 300 B.C., when Megas-
thenes'said that there were no slaves in
Indi.  The writers of the Travaacore and
Cochin Manuals also speak of the system as
dating “'from time immemorial”. Ths usual
theory of its origin is that, when ths Aryans
or, passibly, the Dravidians—swarmed int>
India they eacountersd races different from
themselves in colour, culture and other res-
pects, b:tween whom and themselves an im-

of proprietorship in the land. They regard | passable barrier, one that would render con-
themselves as their masters’ property...... | tact impossible throughout all ages, must
They behave well, are obedient, honest and ! (they, ia courss of time, decided) be st up.
loyal to their masters, very earnest ab:ut} The barrier was that of untouchability and
their work, but are completely illiterate.’’ ’ enslavement. This was a coursz taken by
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other conquering races at -various epochs in
the world’s history, viz.. enslavement of in-
ferior races. Attributing polluting power o
the inferior race was the distinctively Indian
addition, though other races (e.g., the Jews
and ? the ancient Egyptians) have regarded
those who are not of- their own race or reli-
gion as polluting.

European travellers who came to [ndia in
the Middle Ages mention the slaves and re-
mark on the rigour with which untouchability
was impased. Vartrema, who drifted into
Malabar in 1505, describes how the slave
people never used the highways, but slunk
along through marsh and bush, shouting to

see a debtor who is unable to pay his debts
in hard cash satisfy his creditors by handing
over to them a number of his sla.es. The
price of these is not exorbitant. A male
still young enough to work will fetch three
rupees and a hundred scers of rice, which is
about the value of a bullock. But the landed
proprietors do not usually sell their slaves
except in cases of great emergency. Inno
case have they the right to export them for
sale to foreigners.........These slaves are ac
customed from father to son to this state of
servitude; they are nsually not unkindly
treated; they have no notion of what freedom
or independence means... On them the whole

warn caste-people of their they
still do in some out-of-the-way parts. ““Should
they not be crying out.” he writes, ‘:and any
Nayar be going that way and see their fruits
[? footprints] or meet any of them, these
Nayars may kill them without punishment.”
And Barbosa, who came a little later, says
that, if one “were by any misfortune to touch
a Nayar lady, her relations would im-
mediately kill her, and him, and all his re-
lations. And if a Nayar, in ordering work
to be done by peasants [i.e.. predial slaves]
or in buying anything, should accidentally
tauch a peasant hs could notre-satar his own
house without first washing himss!f and then
changing his clothss.” The Abbz Dabois, at
the close of the eighteenth cantury, gave a
detailed description of the Malabar slaves,
whom he calls “'Pariahs,” though obviously

Itural work of the try devolves and
they have other tasks to perform which ase
still harder and: more indispensable. Yet the
contempt-and avérsion with which the other
castes regard these unfortunate people are
carried to such an excess that their pres:nce,
‘and in some places even their footprints, are
considered sufficient to defile the whole
neighbourhood.”

Slavery has gone. But untouchsbility
(N ma) remains. And, although slavery
has been abolished for three-quarters of a
century, conditions approximating to it pers-
ist here and there in Kerala. Mcreover,
debt keeps in servitude many of the field
labourers, who are descendants of slaves.
U hability remains, bitteri those
who have received even the slightest modi-
cum of “Ed " and upon whom the

dealing with other. sections besides the
Sambhavar. He also says that “this proprie.
tary right and this systzm of ssrfd>m h
existed from ths remotsst timss.” He proceeds
“if one of th:se ssrfs escipss aal takes
servics under andther master his rzal master
can recsver him anywhere as his own pro-
perty....c....ltis by nomsans uncommon to

modern spirit blowing where it listeth, has
even for a moment breathed. It is not mow,
of course, 8o rigorous in its effects as it waa
But the advance of enlightenment makes
even its mildest manifestaticns gzlling to g
victims. In this part of his programme ome
wishas the Mahatmaji ‘more power to his
elbow.”
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- Interest in the subject of slaves has been

ly by the revel of

Lady Simon's book on the subject and by

her propaganda. Coupland’s “Wilberforce”

and the rather numerous studies of Abraham

Lineoln that have appeared duriag the last
few years may also have contributad t it.

—W.Ss. H.

Notes by T. K. Joseph.

1. Page 275, column 2,
«.ssisflog and enchain...maim...

See the proviso 'so as to be s>ld for
price, bound, put in stocks, or killed
ly added in A dices | and II.

2. Page 275, column. 2.
not now (in 1850 A. D.) sanctioned by

The first Royal Proclamation prohibiting
slavery in Travancore was issued on 30th
Kanni 1029 M. E. (A.D. 1853). Slavery
was finally abolished in the State by the
Royal Procl of 12th Mith 1030 |
M.E. (June, A. D. 1855). |

3. Page 275, column 2, |
ers-..low rate of their wag:s. |

I remember baving in my younger days, {
sbout 35 years ago, measured out as their |
daily wages 6 nalis of paddy each to adult '
pulaya or pariah males, and 5 each to adult |
females attached to our lands. This was done |
at dusk after they had worked from 7. a. M. to
6 p. M. with an interval of about an hour
from 2 to 3 P. M. for taking food consisting of
tapioca and conjee. Inthose daysone ‘dungali
(=4 nalis) of well dried paddy c>et only one
chakram (a little over § anna).
wsed to be placed a long distance away from

4. Page 275, column., 2.
. the father is allowed a right to one

tantabh

s termed "
(w2 °) i.e. the father's portion in some
slave-sale deeds in my collection, not publi-
shed here.

5. Page 275, column. 2.
veeres ..and transferred with it.

The earliest known mention of such &
transfer of pulayas in Kerala is in an inscri~
ption of the [1th century A. D. from Central
Travancore. Pulaya is the term used in that
document. In some other parts of Kerala they
are called mulayas(+3 -4),and in some others

| cherumar (>3 »3), which name has recently

been converted into cheramar (1 2028),

6. Page 276, column r.
om weslwid’  ghould be ™ maias’, his
slaves. Adiyar, the Malayalam word for
slaves means literally those below (low
people). Their owners are called melar.
those above (high caste men).

The Malayalam word adiyar for slaves
was of course inherited from Tamil. Adiyor
18 found in that sense (* 5 2 8Q5m A Grbari™)
in the ancient Tamil grammar Tolkappiyam

d by various authorities to*350 B. C.
(Tamil Stud:es), 2nd centory A.D. (Sangam
age), Bth century A. D. (Burnell), and other
dates. The following lines are from that
work.

8 LrEBgrD Slemmi LroDgs
sonwedy ypsAgarom v,
@ Paren, 3558 % Pud,
a~nail o is one of the several classes of
Pulayas. See the Appendices for the namss
of some other classes

232 2:0%, literally, impure or unclean

The wages | folk.

21@° moo mabout Rs. ZI. This is the price

those poor slaves in order that | might notbe | of an adult Pulaya and a Pulaya girl,

pollated by their proximity.

sa&ogoms  should be @massmad, he gave,
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1. Page 276, column 2.
In 1853......a procl i in June

APPENDIX 1.

1855 emancipated. See my note 2 anie.

8. Page 277, column 2.
+eseenenislaves have become Christians.

Wholesale conversion of Pulayas and other
low castes to Christianity began in Cochin
and’other places during the early Portuguese
period, in the first decades of the 16th cen
tury. The several communities so converted
are knowa by special names. The Elunutti-
kkar (= the Seven Hundred are described
in a copper-plate document of [4th Meenam
of the year 322 of the Puduvaippu era(=
22nd March, 1663 A.D.), belonging to the
Paliyattachchan of Cochin, as—

(Line 35) . ... ..omoomloaase

{Line 36) s aloom emIGomls'sem oaf
@10 aaPIVeTe, @mSoal

(Line 37) Domm ais’ 2)(=aias)) aod so.
@3] @AM GOEBIRISe B@ oy

(Line 38) @9rcane 32100140 2> awaia (= os)
210e alloB) AA® 202K IBD,

(The people called the Seven-Hundred
who are set apart by the King of Cochin for
the service of the Dutch Company.)

It is, however, a remarkable fact that the
Pulayas of South Travancore had the privi-
lege of appropriating to themszlves with im-
punity high caste women by the simple mea-’
ne of throwing a small stone on the latter.
How is this to be explained ? A King of
South Travancore put a stop to this age-long
practice by an edict of his inscribed on
stone at Padmanabha puram.

In Central Travancore there is what is
termed parappedi (023, the Pariah
menace or fear of Pariahs from the Pandya
country) during the month of Karkadagam.
Women are afraid of going alone out of their

houses during the parappedi season.
—T.K. J.

it le deed of 28th Chingam, 964 M E.
(A. D. 1788) from Central Travancosse A
Pulaya woman and the children to be bham
to her are sold 65 as to b sold again, bemad,
putin stocks, or killed if necessary. Poinn
not stated.
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{Original in Nanammonam characters on
palmyra leaf. Copied by me on 21-3.1928)

—T.K. I
APPENDIX 1I.

Slave-sale deed of 2nd Msenam, 968 M. E.
{A_ D. 1793) from Central Travancore. A
Pulaya boy is sold 8o as to be ssld again,
beund, put in stocks, or killedif necessary, Pr-
jce not stated.
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APPENDIX II1.

Slave-sale deed of 1st Meenam, 974 M. E.
(A. D. 1799) from Central Travancore. A
Kurava woman and two of her young sons
are sold 80 as to be sold again or killedif
necessary. Price not stated. Chiravay is
mentioned.
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APPENDIX 1V.

Shmwanle deed of 9th Mithunam, 985 M.E-
@A D. 1810) from Central Travancore. A
Wby woman and her children are sold s>
ap® b sodd egain  or killed if necessary-
Bhiine wat stated.

asilger
——anaech
oamo s 20gm SatITHd
(amdionls)
@sogy Beaye® 2o Dgm s
& o oyl aptcdesiawILise

el

-ae 6%,00 @@m’]aﬁwd aft
S as) pelses ( )

} (od)glcb)

g6m ajlasled alloeias epazoae OMoRy
&b acsles @pMine @aicilal Ms
5] alloaimoos aggalgyeaoemicd md
or0(esmad goeaad),

[L7] mazoe ased wm ereg alaowms
oaiseadlge ™I ples] aaIeye® 0 aImd
© 2,00 aaugaﬁaﬂm MIoem
oMb ad(mao. WAL @ MBOAI@O
@ndloa mf'.t] eptenciewd)e ms
syl [L9] (mojorewasnd moos
cwasnmd 0o agyaD. (g )

(Original in Nanammonam characters on
palmyra leaf. Copied by me on 24—3—1928).
Unlike the other documeats in the
A dices here the above slave-sale deed

5e20pe  &)gang | 8o
agey g )od M palonm oleaiw]
Qa0 fueglnh AQBODM oo oo
@ @R 00100 DOSNAWo  @OS W
onl(d wvlacs Mol @es g
ammm) [I. 3] allesowson  @nmEeas
@& @rancp ebcln anadloeso
& adalch aflecies WA emop)
b aseim (2000 allocimIemayg)
@uleacsonod) [t 4] molgeaid)
and om0 0oaganeile algled
i) geles, 20500 MI0IOW NN 02
aam

MW 202 MWD poedd
-—) [.5] aognedg  aidbaloh s
CBED o 19215180100 Bong Ioh Aad ag)
& meloog Eeate §al00 daseg
- gos Wud a1BIBe Moeale®
G@ms aag w1005t afl anm

is marked as registered at the office of Mathu
Pothan, Second Judge of sne of the Travaa~
core law courts, the register number being
1209. In those days Judges had also the
power of registering documents.

Pothan is one of the first Christian Judges in
Travancore. Mathum Matthew; Pothan
(Philip)pose- Both arec Malabar Syrian Chri-
stian names. The first halfof Philippose
appears as the name Peeli used in Malabar.

In the above four documents the price of
the slaves is given only as the current price
adjudged by four abitrators:

—T. K. Joseph.

APPENDIX V.

Document dated 1st Vaikasi, 606 M. E.
(A. D. 1431) from South Travancore. Some
Vellala men and Vellattis, & Pariahs and
Pariah women are given as dowry, along
with cows, paddy fields, and copper and
bronze vessels.

Q

@uxe @e’on)[l.6]Jal OsaTloh oad

b smoen masrPS 42 ouwsus
ag3 s aRyn Qasrels®pmuyns Cusp
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SLAVERY IN KERALA.

- gfrge mra agpfer Qpiﬁaﬂmwaw\

wrd g ypssTaT G M sR QT BT 54D
arpdissres Csrans Qumpurmre sdas
Aporulrer argsinr® myRugrorer Hp
Buurenguyrgs @ mh B cOsrax_rar
BasaRumurenes  @QargpasCeryp
Qo' ...... erarSpr .. <. @Bhs Bparer

g uxedi seerenpri Quiusms’

Béo #Be we_de iuriig Gridr
qyo BogSs m...... srddmbmys Qevyson
Qs sovis Dir s Benpuge, Qaucivonraim A
safldy wirgRosd  yBowrsSub... ...omd
@i sncloas _...os0 DasByh ré
Buser arsgur, Querarigsefie sréd
wasr Gpfluys Quar guems QuaBuyn S
wsst soclyn 3 pHwser siuspn, umpER
aoflis swcliossr Qurgduyh @asr wesr
iy Qurgdussr  gymiflus Dt
Aoms Cur pdluyn seasf wse sodywn,
vepulls Qurpdivss Qpdyn syaer
o] o g D A8 R psrsgan 5O
e Bpduys Qusir s Qupg g

PasBwamrys  Esaers agpDiEds
[+ 1 N
—8.D. P.
APPENDIX VI,

Slave-sale deed dated 30th Ani, 836 M. E,
(A. D. 1711) from South Travancore. A
Vellatti issold for 50 kaliyugaraman fanams.

ssrgsn a@ETRDR arenw Ceamr
Asirp Qsrevos Amoydson & PE 5Da
HuIuamES Sarsuyn g8l
gméssamripn  BASE eSS B0urapn

«Qrrazfl nrl. Osiis Quararr g giviar
arnTas. SR TP gmrariiQor S
Curdssbinssr gairg. &It ém Q.o
L@ y@ERrngB ...
Qararevry didboaiiésrans aapRsabim

iy urQaes

ulilera g sras @mur pa el ga=d
Ypullspom@p.......... Qsrarar@er Jav
Qarsrarmgamrdar aerg arscqppom Duv
QarsrlanPliody Spad uldesi s
a @iQurl 9pa w0l SCalB.. ...
wrd A g S st Bihsg sBai panss
SWBirSip ymg s wpie S
Cuefl sdys mwa o @D. cxfissans
L & g5 L BDs, Sl KIS, o S
Cparly aph mséRoans tares® Samup
Aim Quegsr wpl o p ol 9s10r aus
Qe GOEIBE .ocnne ...
—8. D.'P.

APPENDIX VIL
Slavesale deed dated 14th Chithirmi,
973 M. E. (A: D. 1793) from South Travam-
A Parieh woman and her son are sald
for 140 kaliyugareman fanams.

core.

epriiph 1720 & Cudb s10uis asame
Damee (o durips Eap Csriems
973 wran® RiBer wrsn 14 o Sis
T msugh R AR e
slglByn @eomeCurspn Qaryssras
apw Gupp Piersés Qs Utnpers amm
BWBurlni srsmera g,

fronorse BiReuCrrpramsuyrim s
&b e K@) AT TS Far e
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ppburnia uerguar o CsEAH
orimed vagld @oige Gely
S eQumTer srurerer R s R
ol upuy wo EBBurty o 0pPHiCsrB s s
ullpre g,
Camays gow pudigaTtp gyew
ey, HoiypGlsfde Sd@mp Lp
aEis Al vas Qaefys yaor yre
Boyes_gui g5 o @ren®i Qsrarar
aoCsr srearmaQos Ty wrewr (pp
ap Qura wmas Csragpan erarg @ar
Bou B aifé Pasim o BiGuryd Que
Pig v gl Csl® sulde Qurms g
SO g TpA 519 3ui wDari upeir
amy  dDwdiedss ABOQur ameni g gis
apgy_sse dangi Osaluefl sdys
i Lo D, Qluewis GTHSTO
g desweanisoriGs srlg apg
anillaep @i 73 plupRiQaran®
SR prs 0 55 58080 Cas R dBiours
o 82:rB0 ari g piQsr0s3 s -
gy orer s rurersi QiBr s @
B sars e _u sSe)T s guunTen
Cuguess  ppfurism.  @iufiadip
m Dol didCurdy uTe ST SaLD
B d Cadnm® sreni: stewepn sl
aps g SCu STésTOTaIH PssT
mag gisracag pliEHpn apias

T SITeN ST (@ THUT gL

Ghpd e psprefiigppn Osrés @ppid
Quegsrgops Ca BGsfmem aurg:
charesiiGany wfl pempi@sepse wp an
Cud @ppays spposrddu. Deéz 45
fabun  &9rwenl
wer apgelurhe Buyn. seriE usws
uSlugyugIs B, wr_eg.UTE BrTT
vergus HBun, Qaisa or ST du
@risiupugen div g aupRedsrds

b eréQup msrh

Caor gawgreau@ursr smourersr 845
BoysPoderer seri s u sigee sr
eoreouQuaers  apsdurpie. @ou
98@ yemGESumoTer smrurarer 858
aysfren (poy). Bouy Daisw Qerom
Pisiupugemn  A0Burly spBa g
oné Coepm eafsemds Caw wpmsss
oL (SO),
—S8.D. P.

Unlike the Malayalam documents in App.
1 to IV these Tamil sale-deeds in App. V1
and VII are fres from the ‘killing clause’.
It is doubtful if that clause was ever used in
South Travancore and in other Tamil lands.

The sale-deeds in App. 1 to IV are from
my collection. The 3 Tamil documents were
kindly supplied by Mr. S. Desivinayagam
Pillat.

—T. K. Joseph.
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