SYMBOL OF OUR FREEDOM-—

THE FLAG

The Flag of India is the Symbol of her freedom. Behind it lies the epic
story . of - her non-violent struggle for mdependence under the leadership of

Mahatma Gandhi.

he tricolour, which substituted the Union Jack
Ton State bunldings from August 15, 1947, was

adopted as the Nation's Flag by the Constituent
Assembly on_July 22, 1947. The resolution des-
cribed the Flag as a honizontal tricolour of deep
saff ron (kesari), white and green in equal proportion
with a wheel in navy blue in the central band. The
design of the wheel is that of the Dharma Chakra
on the abacus in the Lion Captital of Sarnath.

The. Flag was presented to the Nation by the
women of India st the memorable midnight session
of the Constituent Assembly on August 14, [947.

The tricolovr with the emblem of the Charkha
was the banner of freedom held aloft by thousands
of Desh-sevaks and Desh-sevikas since 1921 when
Mahatma Gandhi launched the non-co-operation
movement. Then the colours on the flag were red,
white and green. The Indian National Congress
in 1931 changed the colours into saffron, white
and green with the Charkha in blue across the white
band. This was adopted by the Congress in 1933
as the flag of the nation.

The Asokan Chakra displaced the Charkha when
'he tricolour was made the State Flag. One reason
for the change was that the symbol on one side of
the flag should exactly be the same on the other
side.

The choice of the Dharma Chakra from the
Lion Capital of Sarnath was influenced by many
considerations. The Chakra is nearly the same as
the Charkha, but without the spindle and the string.
Aparnt from being artistic, the Dharma Chakra ve-
presented India’s age-long tradition and culture
and was associated with Asoka whose memory is
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cherished not only in India, but in China, Tibet
and other Asian countries. The Asokan wheel, as
Professor S. Radhakrishnan explained, represented
the Wheel of Law—the Dharma which was per-
petually moving, indicating that there was death in
stagnation while there was hfe m movement,

According to the Professor, the saffron colour on
the Flag represented the spirit of renunciation, the
white truth and purity, and the green our relation
to the ear.th orl w]‘uch all life depends

“This Flag”, Pandit Nehru saxd, while intro-
ducing the resolution in the Constituent Assembly,
“s not a flag of empire, a flag of imperialism, a
flag of domination over anybody. but a flag of
freedom not only for ourselves but a symbol of
freedom to all people who may see 1it. Wherever
1t may go—and [ hope it will go far—not only where
Indians dwell as our ambassadors and ministers but
across the far seas where it may be carried by
Indian ships—where-ever it may go, it will bring a
message, | hope, of freedom to those people, a
message of comradeship, a message that India wants
to be friends with every country of the world
and India wants to help any- people who seek
freedom.”

Mrs. Sarojni Naidu who followed him sad:
“Remember, under this Flag, there is no prince
and there is no peasant, there is no rich and there
is no poor. There i no privilege; there is only
duty and responsibility and sacrifice. Whether we
be Hindus or Muslims, Christians, Jains, Sikhs or
‘Zorastrians and others, our Mother India is an
undivided heart and one indivisible spint. Men
and women of reborn [ndia, rise and salute this
Flag! 1bid you, rise and salute the Flag!”

Travancore-Cochin Irformation & Listener, Fébruary 1950



THE EMBLEM OF OUR REPUBLIC

The Emblem of our Republic, which is a replica of the Lion :Capit-al of Sarnath,
has, from January 26, 1950, replaced the Crown on State buildings, structures, furni-
ture and the like. The State Emblem is a symbol of India’s ancient and unique culture.

HE symbol shows the profile of the Lion
Capital as it exists today. The crest of the
Emblem consists of the three lions on an

abacus which has in bas-rehef the Dharma Chakra
in the centre, a bull on the right and a horse on
the left and the outlines of the Dharma Chakras
on the extreme right and left. The bell-shaped
lotus below the abacus in the sculptured Lion pillar
has been omitted..

The motto “'Salyameva [ayate”—'Truth alone
triumphs”’, in Devanagari script, is included under-
neath the crest. The motto is taken from the
Mundaka Upanishad, an ancient scripture. It
embodies a cardinal principle of Mahatma Gandhi
and is acceptable to men of all religions.

The Sarnath Lion Pillar, which dates from the
Ist century B.C., 1s associated with Asoka, one of
the most magnificent names not only in India's
history, but in world history. H. G. Wells wrote:
“Amidst tens of thousands of names of monarchs
that crowd the columns of history, their majesties
and graciousnesses and serenities and royal high-
nesses and the like, the name of Asoka shines, and
shines almost alone, a star™.
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Travancore-Cochin Information & Listener, February 1950

__ The Asokan period in Indian history was essen~
tially an international period. Pandit Nehru has.
pointed out that this was a period when India’s-
ambassadors went abroad * not in the way of
empire or imperialism but as ambassadors of peace
and culture and goodwill ”.

The Lion Capital was erected to mark -the spot
where Lord Budha first proclaimed his gospet of:
Ahimsa and love to *‘the {our quarfers of the uni-
verse',

The choice of the Sarnath Lion Capital as the
crest of the Emblem of the new Republic of India
highlights India's objective of universal peace and’
brotherhood. It is in keeping with India’s resolve
to uphold her ancient heritage and spirit of toler-
ation and the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi.

The Dharma Chakra in the abacus of the capital
which represents the wheel of Law, embodies a”
great ideal—the Law which is the king of kings,
which even monarchs have to obey.

The Dharma Chakra appears also on the Indian”
National Flag. o e
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REPUBLICOFINDIA

FEDERAL & SECULAR

WE,THE- FEOFLE.OF IXD{4, HAYING
SOLENNLY RESOLVED TO COMSTITUTE
INDIA INTO A SOVEREISK DEMOCRATIC

L REPUBLIC AMD YO FECURE 70 ALL ITS
CITIZENS:

JUSTICE, 20CTAY, €COROMIEC AND
POLITICALL

LIBERTY OF THOUCHT, EXPRESSION,
BELIEF, FAITH ANO WOASHIP:

. EQUALITY GF STATUS ANy 0F
OPPORTURITYY ZNO TO, PROMOTE AMONS
THe AL -

FRATERN(TY ASSURING THE DIBRITY
Of THE INDIVIDUAL AND YHE UNIYY
OF THE WAT1OM: :

1N GUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY THIS.
TVCHTYaS1XTN DAY OF HOVENBER, 1848,
DO MEREBY AOQPT, EWACY AdO S1VE T0
OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION.--THE
PREABLE.
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CIVIL AND CRIMINAL CASES ON AFPEAL
(POR HIGH COURTS AND tROW TRISUNALS |
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OR STATES a0 SE
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FRANCHISE & LEGISLATURES
L Bihhd
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464 MILLIONS

CLECTIONS WILL 8€ MELD (YCAY /vt YEARS NOGAE OF THE PLOPLE ~RAXIRAM $IAZRGTY 30D

(WO) CESS TaN QNE NDMER POK (¥IRY 750,000
ARD 0T MOAL TMAR OXE FOR EVERY 500,000
o} POPULATION)

OB THL DAS(S OF ADULT SUFFRAGE
e JOLN ELECTORATES
V(TS AESERYATIONS FOR SCHEDULED ¢A8TES

N9 SCHEDULID TRISLS. TONRC(L OF STATES ~ WAXIMM STREXAYY 150

(288 fOR SIAT(Y AWD (7 HOMINATLD)

CLECTED BY UNI(DI PARLIAMEXT MND
ITATE LIBSLATIVE ASSONDLICY O%

COUNCIL

A€ THIRD TO ATTIAE TWERY S[COID YA,
(XDMECTAY CLECTED
6Y NOBEAS AF STATE LEGISLATIVE 283DB0LIDY

OIRECTLY ELCCTED - TEMM FIYE YEARS

/ GOVERNOR OR RAJPRAMUKH

SPEARER

CHAIRMAN
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LEGISCATIVE ASSEMEBLY
pUELTLY tll._rnto. Tétse FIVE YEARS, MAKINON JTRESGYE BO0,
MINDRD SYRENGYN 80, O MOMIEA FOR IVERY 74,00
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STATE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
ONLY FOR NADAS, SOMILY, WEST BOXQAL, U.F., BINAR, PUNSIS,

AWD MYSORE. PERMANENT B0DY, OME-TKIAD 10 RCTIRE EVEAY
SECOYD  VEAR. WAXIMUM STRENGIH ONE-SOURTR OF THE STATE
LEQZSATIVE A33DALY, Min)NUR $YALKOTH 4 0.
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PARLIAMENTARY GOVERNMENT

ii

SPEAKER VICEPRESIDENT

Pexd FIYE YLARS. ALK TXECOTIYE POWER
) QFUNION VE3YS Ik WM. (S YNE SUPRENE
/HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE , conunots of oercace ronces ( COUNTAL OF STATLEN

COUNCILOFMINISTERS
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COLLELTNYE RESPONSIGILITY TO THE MOUS( OF YHC PEOPAE.

PARLOANENT WORY WECT AT LEAST TWICE A YEAR. (T CAK €WACT LAWS Of ARY WATIER )N UNION AXD
CONCOURREXT L3STS. )Y CAX CNACT LAWS LSO OX Ln¥ sATTER (X SYATE (ISY PROYIDEO IT 1S L
KATIONAL (KTESHESYS O  QURING  PROCLAMATION OF EHERGINCY OR wIVN THE CONSENT OF 3TATES

AUNION

i

GOVEANOR OR RAJPRAMUKH
SPEAKER JEPOINTLD OR RECOLMIZED CHA{RMAN
BY PR(SHIOEDT

ﬁ[&lilﬁfﬁ’[ ASSEMBL V) (\! GIBLATAVE COUWC\L
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REPRESEXTATIVES
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COLLECTIVE AESPORSIANNTY 10 LEGISUATIVE (SSEMRLY

SYATES (SGISLATURES CAX WANE LAWS OX ALL SUBJECTS 1N THE STaTE
AKD COMCURRENT LESTS, TnEY WUSY HEET AT CEASY TwiCl A TEaR.
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